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Sun Staff Reports
Pacific Gas and Electric has 

plans to remove and replace eight 
trees, and possibly more, on the 
island. The gas utility recently re-
viewed 35 trees on public property 
and another 48 trees on private 
property. Those property owners 
will receive letters from PG&E re-
questing appointments to discuss 
the trees.

“While it may not be visible to 
the naked eye, certain trees, brush 
and even structures can threaten 
gas safety because they block first 
responders from getting to the 
pipe during emergencies,” said Jeff 
Smith, a PG&E spokesperson. “It is 
really the same reason you can’t 
park your car in front of a fire hy-
drant. Fire officials do not necessar-
ily need access to the hydrant on a 
regular basis, but during an emer-
gency they need it immediately or 
the emergency could become much 
more severe very quickly.” 

The tree program is part of the 
Community Pipeline Safety Initia-
tive. “The purpose of the Commu-
nity Pipeline Safety Initiative is to 
ensure that first responders, like 
firefighters, have immediate access 
to PG&E gas transmission lines in 
the event of an emergency or natu-
ral disaster like an earthquake,” ac-
cording to Smith. 

The program became necessary 
because over the course of years 
items like trees, sheds and shrubs 
have been placed directly over gas 
transmission lines. PG&E is working 
with customers to replace trees on 
their properties if the trees poten-
tially block first-responders from ac-
cess they need during an emergency.

Any re-landscaping required 
would all be done at PG&E’s ex-
pense, according to Smith. “We will 
not move forward until the customer 
is happy with our plan; we want to 

PG&E Identifies Gas 
Lines with Tangles
Tree removals 
planned for safety

ensure that every situation is in bet-
ter shape than we found it when the 
work is complete,” Smith stated.

“We completely understand 
how important trees and landscape 
are to families, the community and 
the environment. We want our cus-

tomers to know that if a tree needs 
to be replaced for safety reasons, 
we will listen to their concerns and 
work together with the property 
owner to ensure the natural beauty 
of the area is restored,” according 
to Smith.

Dennis Evanosky

Kids wait in anticipation of the egg scramble at Crab Cove. This year’s scramble will 
take place next Saturday, March 19.

Scramble on Horizon

Pacific Gas & Electric Co.

The blue lines on this map represent the major gas lines 
in Alameda. Pacific Gas & Electric Co. will replace 
some of the older trees on both public and private prop-
erty near these lines.

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Recreation and 

Park Department (ARPD) calls all 
fun-seeking kids to Crab Cove on 
Saturday, March 19, for the annual 
Splash into Spring Egg Scramble. 
This fun event will take place at 
the picnic area, 1252 McKay Ave. 
Parents can park in the Crab Cove 

lot at Otis and Westline drives. If it 
rains, the scramble will be on Satur-
day, March 26.

Kids will gather with their bas-
kets at five scramble areas divided 
into the following times and age 
groups. They should bring baskets 
to collect their goodies. 

• 11:30 a.m. for the two young-

est groups: just walking to two-
year-olds and three- to four-year-
olds 

• 11:45 a.m. for the three older 
groups: five- to six-year-olds; seven- 
to eight-year-olds; and nine-to-12-
year olds.

To learn more about the scram-
ble call ARPD at 747-7529

Springtime egg hunt is longtime Alameda tradition

Paul Beusterien 
The Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency (FEMA) recently 
released new floodplain maps that 
propose to place nearly 2,000 Alam-
eda homes in a 
mapped 100-year 
floodplain for the 
first time. A 100-
year floodplain 
is the area with 
a 1 percent or 
greater chance 
of flooding each 
year based on 
existing conditions. Several hun-
dred of the impacted homes are 
in the Harbor Bay Isle Community. 
Harbor Bay Isle has been working 
with George Kay, the Harbor Bay 
Community executive director, to 
understand the situation and to 
engage with the city and others on 
strategies.  

The first steps are to under-
stand our flood risk, the impacts of 
new mapping and what can be done 
to improve the situation. After ad-
dressing flood-safety concerns, the 
financial impact on homeowners 
must be understood. Homeowners 
with federally backed loans will be 
required to have flood insurance. 
The insurance is only available 
from FEMA, typically with an insur-
ance agent as a broker. For homes 
without federally backed loans, a 
real estate impact is probable. This 
column summarizes what we cur-
rently know.

If any part of your yard was 
mapped in the FEMA-determined 

100-year floodplain, you should 
have received a letter from the city 
last October.  For many people con-
tacted, just small corners of their 
lots were involved. Higher flood rat-

ings for a build-
ing are only ap-
plied if the land 
directly touch-
ing the building 
is in the 100-year 
floodplain. 

In addition, 
many more 
homes are now 

in a mapped 500-year floodplain for 
the first time. The 500-year flood-
plain has a 0.2 percent or greater 
chance of flooding each year based 
on existing conditions. With the ex-
pected sea-level rise, everyone on 
Harbor Bay Isle will see an increas-
ing flood probability in the coming 
decades.

The city has posted the prelimi-
nary FEMA maps for all of Alameda 
at http://alamedaca.gov/permits/
news/2015/09/29/new-FEMA-maps. 
These are easily found by Googling 
“Alameda FEMA.” Large printed 
versions are available for viewing 
in the Harbor Bay Community office 
has large printed maps available 
for viewing. Using Google Earth will 
give residents a rough idea of land 
elevations. Typically, Google Earth 
elevations below 11 feet correlate 
with the 100-year floodplain.

FEMA recommends that home-
owners in the proposed 100-year 
floodplain buy flood insurance 

FEMA recommends 
that homeowners 
in the proposed 
100-year flood-
plain buy flood 
insurance soon. 

Floodplain Maps Present 
New Insurance Challenge

Dennis Evanosky

According to FEMA, the dike and tide gate shown here 
between Brittany Landing Harbor and Brittany Landing 
Bay — about 100 yards west of the Harbor Bay Club 
— is not engineered to meet flood-protection standards.

Health Care District: Big 
Picture, Local History

Kathryn Sáenz Duke 
What is happening with Alam-

eda’s ongoing efforts to support 
our community’s local hospital 
and health care services with our 

funds and our participation in 
planning for the future? How did 
we arrive at our current situation? 
This is the first of several articles 
that will look at the larger forces 
affecting us, then share specific 
information and questions for us 
all to consider. 

Health system pressures 
and responses

A few decades ago, California 
was, for better or worse, at the 
forefront of major changes in hos-
pital financing and patient care. 
These new pressures pushed some 
local health care districts to close 
their hospitals, while others sold 
or leased their facilities to larger 
hospitals or hospital chains. Mean-
while, our community was deter-
mined to continue our tradition of 
local emergency care and related 
health services. 

But outside pressures contin-
ued, and by 2002 our community 
faced a difficult choice: either close 
our local hospital or create a new 
health care district with authority 
to levy a parcel tax of up to $298 “so 
that the Alameda Hospital may re-

main open and continue to provide 
emergency and other healthcare 
services.” Slightly more than two-
thirds of Alameda’s voters chose 
the second option, and Alameda 
Hospital was able to continue. 

Alameda Health System 
affiliation

Even after the 2002 vote of com-
munity support, outside forces con-
tinued to press our local hospital. 
Health insurance companies were 
consolidating and becoming more 
powerful, federal and state-level 
funding and coverage changes were 
squeezing hospitals and business 
groups pushed harder to cut costs 
and improve quality of care. 

We saw some local examples of 
the larger dynamics. These includ-
ed Washington Township Health 
Care District’s hospital (in Fremont) 
affiliating in 2013 with University of 
California San Francisco. And that 
same year, San Leandro Hospital (in 
the Eden Health District) was trans-
ferred from Sutter Health to Alam-
eda Health System. 

Harbor Bay resident explores problem 
now facing homeowners citywide
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Sun Staff Reports
Efforts to be more “green” are 

paying off for the city of Alameda 
Public Works Department. The 
city’s new program that included 
reducing water and paper us-
age, producing less trash, while 
increasing recycling, resulted in 
the city receiving the 2016 Sus-
tainability Practices Award. The 
Northern California chapter of 
the American Public Works As-
sociation (APWA) gives out the 
award each year.

Public Works made an “out-
standing contribution to promote 
sustainability” and provided “effi-

cient delivery of infrastructure in 
an environmentally and socially 
responsible way that ensures the 
best choices in the long term,” to 
earn the recognition, said APWA. 
This was Alameda’s first award 
from APWA in many years, and 
one of 10 from various categories 
awarded to cities in the Bay Area. 

The local program, titled 
“Walking the Talk: Green Certify-
ing the City of Alameda’s Public 
Works and Other Departments,” 
achieved environmental goals 
that businesses and residents 
can also strive for.

City Public Works Department 
Earns Sustainability Award

AWARD: Page 5


