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All the doings  
of Island safety & 

law personnel

Daylight Saving Time Starts
Turn Your Clocks  
Ahead One Hour
2am Sunday Morning
& Check Your Smoke  
Detector Batteries!
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BACKYARD GROWING
Drought ready      Page 11
Learn some useful tips on how 
to conserve water for gardens.

Piano students making a  
difference to neighbors.

GOOD DEEDS
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And special announcements  
about Alameda’s kids.

THE KIDS PAGE 
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LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Like or Friend us
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Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

Book signing for new Alameda 
sports history book on tap.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
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HAPPY NATIONAL 

RETRO VIDEO  
GAME DAY

SPRING  
FORWARD

Mike Lano
Among the many fascinating 

Alameda personalities who make 
the Island City such a great place to 
live is celebrity chef Weezie Mott. 
The nonegenarian has rubbed 
shoulders with the top culinary 
echelon, including Julia Child, 
James Beard and Alice Waters. 

I mention her age only to salute 
the many decades she has been 
welcoming future chefs of America 
into her personal kitchen on 
Dayton Street. She conducts blocks 
of cooking classes, multiple times 
annually at her home studio. 

She just began a new class 
series featuring Rosemary Mark 

culinary consultant. In her career, 
Mark has provided test-kitchen ser-
vices including recipe development 
and testing for publications; new 
product innovation; and cooking 
demonstrations for events, trade 
shows and classes. 

Each block of classes with Mott 
includes day and evening classes 
and lasts three to four weeks with 
new guest chefs every week com-
plementing her kitchen. The cur-
rent series includes a visit from the 
head chef at Park Street’s C’Era Una 
Volta, Rudy Duran, and concludes 
with Mott herself headlining her 
own week’s worth of lectures.  

Despite her busy travel sched-

ule, Mott puts on these series sev-
eral times each year. Students have 
to act quickly on her class notices 
since the seats usually sell out. 

The longtime Alamedan received 
a local honor last month, when Girls 
Inc. of the Island City gave her a 
Women Who Dare (and achieve) 
Award. For many years Mott, along 
with her late husband Howard, con-
ducted her own travel dining and 
shopping trips all over the world 
and at reasonable group tour prices 
that many locals remember.

Call 521-4069 or visit https://
weeziemott.weebly.com to learn 
more about Alameda’s Weezie Mott 
Cooking School.

Appreciating Amazing Alamedans: 
Local Culinary Treasure, Weezie Mott

Mike Lano

Culinary consultant Rosemary Mark, left, and Weezie Mott team up for a class at the 
Weezie Mott Cooking School of Alameda. 

KJTZ Marks its 
First Birthday

Site A Construction 
Poised to Begin

Council Considering 
More Sister Cities

Dennis Evanosky

Encinal Junior and Senior High School students and 
teachers gathered in the KJTZ studio Tuesday morn-
ing to celebrate the first birthday of the school’s FM 

radio station. Students Emani Vaughn, Sean Gorham 
and Jake Beales marked the occasion by interviewing 
Alameda Unified School District Superintendent Sean 
McPhetridge, below. Managed by students, the station is 
part of a career technical education program in media. 
Tune in to KJTZ every weekday morning from 7 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at 96.1 FM or live at www.encinalradio.com. 

Ekene Ikeme
A small village in Palestine that 

is struggling to maintain its territo-
ry is one of three potential Alameda 
Sister City selections.

Wadi Foquin in Palestine is 
located in a lush valley on the West 
Bank. The village sits in an agricul-
turally rich area close to the Green 
Line of the Israel-Palestine border. 
The valley is known for its fruits, 
vegetables, honey, olive trees and 
natural springs. The village is home 
to 1,300 residents. 

Wadi Foquin, like many other 
villages in the West Bank, is losing 
sections of land due to settlement 
construction of Betar Illit and exten-
sion of Israel’s separation barrier, 
according to Friends of Wadi Foquin, 
an Alameda advocacy group aimed 
to help offset the damage inflicted 
by the nearby Israeli settlement. 

According to a change.org peti-
tion, the settlement of Betar Illit, 
located east of Wadi Foquin, has 
been accused of human rights vio-
lations against Wadi Foquin. Those 
violations include land confisca-
tion and damage to water supplies. 
Since 1948, three-quarters of the 
village’s land has been expropri-
ated by the Israeli government. 
Potable water supply in the vil-
lage is controlled by the Israeli 
government. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) recommends 
100 liters of water per capita per 
day as a minimum, but in Wadi 
Foquin, consumption is restricted 
to 30 to 70 liters per day. 

Sewage and construction debris 
from Betar Illit has contaminated 
crops in the village. Finally, con-
struction of highways for Betar Illit 

has restricted transportation meth-
ods for Wadi Foquin residents. 

Potential Alameda Sister Cities 
are nominated by the Alameda Sister 
City Association (ASCA). The cities 
are voted on by the City Council. 
ASCA nominates international cities 
to be a part of the program if they 
have one or more similarities with 
Alameda from criteria that include, 
but are not limited to: population 
size, geography, culture, industries, 
academic institutions, historic or 
ancestral connections, peace efforts 
or other shared goals. 

In the case of Wadi Foquin, peace 
efforts could be that one similarity. In 
a letter to the Sun, (“Open letter on 
new sister city,” Dec. 21, 2017). ASCA 
board member Michael J. Robles-
Wong, wrote about the importance 
Sister Cities have as a “means to 
avoid another world war by nurturing 
the establishment of non-political per-
sonal and community relationships 
across international boundaries.” 
Some might view the acceptance of 
Wadi Foquin as a stance on the Israel-
Palestine debate, but Wong said the 
decision would be without any geo-
political consideration and turning 
it down because of political reasons 
would be “without precedence.”

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
started Sister Cities International 
in 1959 as a global approach to 
create person-to-person diplomacy 
through non-political educational, 
cultural and business exchanges.

The other potential Sister Cities 
are Varazze, Italy, and Asuchio, 
El Salvador. The three current 
Sister Cities are Jiangyin, China, 
Dumaguete, Philippines, and 
Yeondong-Gun, South Korea.

Richard Bangert
On Tuesday, March 6, the City 

Council was scheduled to consider 
a change to the stalled development 
deal for Site A, the mixed-use proj-
ect at Alameda Point. The proposed 
change would remove a restrictive 
condition governing the order in 
which construction happens.

Alameda Point Partners (APP), 
the developer for Site A, is request-
ing an amendment to its develop-
ment and disposition agreement. The 
amendment would remove a provi-
sion that allows the city to withhold 
building permits for market rate units 
if the affordable housing subcontrac-
tor, Eden Housing, is unable to secure 
all of its financing.  The purpose of 
the current provision, called a meter-
ing provision, was to ensure that the 
affordable housing units would be 
built in a timely manner. The city 
has approved the designs for Eden’s 
70-unit family affordable complex and 
60-unit senior affordable complex. 

According to the city staff report, 
“APP asserts that the metering pro-
vision inhibits its ability to sell the 
market-rate development blocks at 
sufficient value to cover the costs of 
the Phase 1 project. The provision 
restricts one property owner based 
on the timing of another property 
owner out of their control. Further, 
APP believes that these reduced 
proceeds from the sale of these 
blocks would then be insufficient to 
cover the costs associated with the 
required backbone infrastructure 
and other amenities.” 

“In other words,” the report 
continues, “the third-party verti-
cal developers will not purchase 
the market-rate blocks at all or 
will pay significantly less for them, 
if the city has the ability to stop 
them from developing their project 

due to the metering provision. APP 
contends that if the metering provi-
sion is removed, it will be able to 
close by April 9, 2018, deliver the 
$10 million Seaplane Lagoon Ferry 
Terminal contribution and start 
construction on backbone infra-
structure within 30 days. Without 
this third amendment, the devel-
oper will not be able to continue 
with the Site A Project.” 

Without the developer moving 
forward, the Eden Housing projects 
would remain in limbo because the 
projects would lack the surround-
ing infrastructure that is supposed 
to be provided by APP. If the afford-
able housing construction is delayed 
beyond December, the affordable 
projects could lose $9.4 million in 
housing vouchers for veterans from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Site A is a 68-acre parcel adja-
cent to the Seaplane Lagoon. The 
development plan for the site was 
approved in 2015, allowing for 800 
housing units with 25 percent afford-
able. Part of the affordable housing 
is to be constructed by Eden hous-
ing. Site A is part of the larger Town 
Center and Waterfront planning area 
that was approved in 2014. 

Since being selected as developer 
in 2015, APP has spent $15 million 
designing and gaining approval for all 
six blocks of the site, as well as Phase 
1 of the waterfront park, a neigh-
borhood park, a reconfigured West 
Atlantic Avenue and the site plan for 
the Seaplane Lagoon Ferry Terminal.

Work on Site A would create a rip-
ple effect of benefits. The Seaplane 
Lagoon Ferry Terminal would be 
built, and a new sanitary sewer line 
would be constructed from Site A 
to the pumping station on the north 
side of Alameda Point. The line 
would serve properties in the adap-

tive reuse area. The new infrastruc-
ture would also provide hookups 
for development of the Main Street 
Neighborhood directly to the north.

Staff is recommending that 
Council remove the metering provi-
sion, provided that APP purchases 
that property by April 9, and APP 
begins infrastructure construction 
within 30 days. Failure to commence 
work in 30 days would be considered 
a default on the development deal. 

Also on March 6, staff was sched-
uled to present to the City Council 
a $1.6 million contract for design 
and engineering services for the 
Seaplane Lagoon Ferry Terminal.

After the second failed attempt at 
turning over base redevelopment to 
a master developer in 2010, the City 
Council embarked on a new strategy 
that involves a phased transition to 
private ownership. Site A, sitting at 
the gateway to the waterfront and 
the signature aircraft hangars, was 
conceived and marketed as the mar-
quee project for base revitalization.  

The Alameda Sun went to press 
before the March 6 Council meeting. 

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos about Alameda Point on his blog 
at https://alamedapointenviro.com.

Alameda Point Partners 

If all goes as scheduled, buildings like these will soon rise at Alameda Point.

Council set to consider amended development deal

School’s radio broadcasts at 96.1 FM

Sun Staff Reports
After years of delay, members 

of the Public Art Commission have 
selected recipients of more than 
$50,000 from the city’s Public Art 
Fund. The Commission met on Feb. 
28 to review evaluation and scoring 
of cultural arts and arts programming 
proposals by a selection committee. 
The committee will review physical 
art proposals later this month.

The commission recommended 
the top-scoring proposals in the 
$35,000, $25,000 and $7,500 award 
categories go to City Council for 
approval and appropriation of 

funds. No awards were recom-
mended in the $15,000 and $5,000 
award categories. The selected 
awardees are:

n Rhythmix Cultural Works’ 
Island City Waterways, $35,000

n West End Arts and 
Entertainment District, $25,000

n Sacred and Profane’s The 
American Landscape, $7,500.

The Council will hear this item 
at its Tuesday, April 17, meeting. 
The money that was not awarded 
will remain in the Public Art Fund, 
for potential use in a new proposal 
process later this year. 

Public Art Commission Finally 
Decides to Grant Thousands


