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HAPPY

NATIONAL BE HEARD DAY

Father-daughter dance an 
otherworldly experience.

ISLAND CITY KIDS 
Out of this world    Page 4

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Event calendar        Page 8
Library workshops help make 
computing simpler and more.

Everett Commons housing 
project now complete.

THE CITY PAGE
Grand Opening        Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Eric J. Kos

First Dispensary to 
Go Before Planning

Sun Staff Reports

Planning Board members are scheduled to consider a conditional use permit 
for the city’s first marijuana dispensary. The permit will allow Main Street 
Supply, LLC, to open its business at 1528 Webster St. (at Haight Avenue) in 

the building shown above. If everything proceeds as planned, the business will 
offer its customers space for on-site consumption, as well as a delivery service. 
The Planning Board meets next Monday, March 11, in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave. The meeting begins at 7 p.m.
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SPRING 
FORWARD

Daylight Saving Time Starts
Turn Your Clocks  
Back One Hour

2am Sunday Morning
& Check Your Smoke  
Detector Batteries!

Sun Staff Reports
Celebrate Women’s History 

Month at Julie’s
As part of her “Stone Soup 

Events,” Julie Baron of Julie’s 
Coffee and Tea Garden is hosting an 
evening of women’s poetry tonight, 
Thursday, March 7, featuring the 
poet Donna Henderson. March 
is Women’s 
History Month, 
so from 7 to 
9 p.m., the 
focus will be 
on women 
poets with an 
open mic after 
H e n d e r s o n ’ s 
reading. The 
public is invited 
to share their own original poetry 
or read poems by women that have 
personal significance to the reader. 

Henderson is the author of 
three collections of poems, most 
recently The Eddy Fence which 
was a finalist for the Oregon Book 
Award in Poetry. Her poems, song 
lyrics and hybrid forms have 
appeared widely in anthologies, 
recordings, performance venues 
and magazines. She lives on the 
Deschutes River in north-central 
Oregon, where she practices psy-
chotherapy and teaches yoga and 
writing. She recently completed 
two new collections of poems, 
Send Word and Chapter and Verse.

The event has been organized 
by Poet Laureate Gene Kahane and 
Alameda poet Mary Jane Pryor. 
For more information about the 
Stone Soup Events, write julie@
juliestea.com.

AUSD Superintendent to 
Resign at End of School Year 

At its Feb. 26 public meeting, the 
Board of Education for the Alameda 
Unified School District (AUSD) 

announced that Superintendent 
Sean McPhetridge will be resigning 
from his position at the end of this 
school year. 

“Superintendent McPhetridge 
and the district have reached an 
agreement, which was signed and 
accepted by unanimous vote of 
the Board, that he will be resign-
ing his position as superintendent 
on June 30,” Board President Mia 
Bonta said. “We want to thank 
Superintendent McPhetridge for 
his service to AUSD, and we look 
forward to working with him in the 
coming months 
to help com-
plete the school 
year and effect 
a smooth tran-
sition.” 

McPhetridge 
was first hired 
as an assistant 
principal in the 
school district 
in 2000. He later 
went on to serve as the principal of 
the Alameda Science & Technology 
Institute, the director of secondary 
education, and the co-director of the 
former Oakland-Alameda Regional 
Occupational Program. He served 
as AUSD’s assistant superintendent 
from 2010 to 2013 and was hired as 
interim superintendent in August 
2014. He became the permanent 
superintendent in February 2015. 

“I am proud of the work our 
governance team and my staff have 
done over the past several years,” 
McPhetridge said. “I look forward 
to working with the Board and with 
my staff in the months ahead to help 
facilitate a successful transition for 
the Board of Education, AUSD staff 
and the community we serve.”

Have an item for the Alameda 
Sun News Briefs? Write to editor@
alamedasun.com.

News in Brief

Donna 
Henderson

Sean 
McPhetridge

League of Women Voters  
of Alameda

The Pros & Cons of Measure A, 
produced by the League of Women 
Voters of Alameda (LWVA) is a non-
partisan explanation of local propo-
sitions, with supporting and oppos-
ing arguments. The arguments come 
from many sources, and are not lim-
ited to those presented in the Official 
Voter Information Guide. LWVA does 
not judge the merits of the arguments 
or guarantee their validity.

Measure A: The question
“Shall an ordinance [called the 

Caring Alameda Act] [be adopted] 
confirming the City Council’s actions 
to permit reuse of vacant federal 

League of Women Voters Provides 
Overview of Upcoming Measure A

buildings on a 3.65-acre parcel on 
McKay Avenue and allow for the 
development of a wellness center for 
senior assisted living and support-
ive services for homeless individuals 
by changing the general plan des-
ignation from “Federal Facilities” to 
“Office,” removing the Government 
Combining District classification and 
maintaining the existing zoning dis-
trict designation?”

The situation
The federal government cur-

rently owns a 3.65-acre parcel on 
McKay Avenue with 11 buildings 
surrounded by security fencing. In 
April 2017, the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) determined the site’s suit-
ability for use as a facility to assist 

the homeless under the Stewart 
B. McKinney Homeless Assistance 
Act and selected Alameda Point 
Collaborative (APC) to develop the 
property for a wellness center. In 
September 2018 the federal gov-
ernment and APC entered a three-
year renewable lease in which the 
federal government will transfer 
property ownership to APC as soon 
as the city and APC complete the 
required paperwork. 

In December 2018, City Council 
amended portions of the general 
plan and the zoning ordinance to 
allow the federal government to 
transfer the property. In November 
2018, Measure B, an initiative to 
change the land use designation of 

Caring Alameda Act needs 51 percent of the vote to pass

Program Moved with 
No Warning to Parents

Ekene Ikeme
Many Alameda parents voiced 

their disapproval of Alameda 
Unified School District’s (AUSD) 
decision to move a class for stu-
dents with special needs from 
Lincoln School (LMS) to Wood 
Middle School (WMS) at the dis-
trict’s Feb. 26 school board meet-
ing.

Parents of AUSD students 
and commu-
nity mem-
bers signed 
an open let-
ter to AUSD 
d e m a n d i n g 
the district 
take vigor-
ous efforts 
to make the 
district more 
inclusive for children with special 
needs. According to the letter, 
what triggered the outcry from 
the community was the school 
district’s decision to end a mod-
erate-to-severe special day class 
for children with special needs 
at LMS. The students will now be 
transferred to one of two moder-
ate-to-sever special day classes at 
WMS, according to a parent at the 
board meeting. 

“Parents and students were 
given just one week’s notice that 
their class would be moving,” the 
letter states. “LMS students and 
families were never informed of 
this significant loss to our com-
munity.”

The letter was signed by more 
than 300 parents and community 
members. At the meeting parents 
were viewed the district’s lack of 
notifying parents as one of many 
slights by the district. 

“This felt more like a part of 
a pattern on not valuing special 
needs students,” said Zachary 
Drake, whose son Quinn was in 
the class at LMS. “Our children 
are missing from yearbooks, left 
out of field trips, not included in 
assemblies and not represented 
in student government or sports 
clubs. What we’re asking for does 
not cost a lot money. We want 
children to be valued, accepted 
and included in the school com-
munity.”

Suzy Clement has a son in the 
moderate-to-severe special day 
class at WMS. She said she’s con-

cerned that adding new students 
in her son’s class will impact the 
students’ ability to learn and well-
being.  

“Some students in the mod-
erate-to-severe special day class 
at WMS are nonverbal students 
with significant sensory issues 
that can be easily overwhelmed 
by loud noises. This can trigger 
anxiety resulting in screaming, 

crying and 
self-injury.”

P a r e n t s 
were also 
upset with 
how they 
were noti-
fied. Jessica 
Berthold read 
a statement  
on behalf 

of parent Jodie Incanbrant. 
Incanbrant stated she was noti-
fied of the school change by a 
letter given to her special-needs 
child. She said she wanted to talk 
to the district about postponing 
the school move, but was told 
the move would go on as sched-
uled. She also could not speak 
with her individualized education 
program instructor to help with 
the transition.

For many of the students this 
is not the first time they have 
been forced to change schools. 
Lenny Gonzales’ said his son has 
went to eight different schools in 
nine years as an AUSD student.

Many of the parents were also 
upset with the district’s lack of an 
explanation why the students had 
to move to WMS. 

“When our children are asked 
to move, it is often with almost 
no recognition, as if our children 
are invisible — not seen as valued 
members of the community or as 
equal to their typically developing 
peers,” the letter states.

Parents asked the AUSD school 
board to conduct an independent 
audit of special education and 
review the principal job descrip-
tion and practices that support 
inclusion of students with dis-
abilities and their families. 

An inquiry to AUSD’s spe-
cial education director was not 
returned by press time. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Teachers and students at three 

Alameda elementary schools have 
been adopted by local real estate 
professionals. Members of the 
Alameda INFORUM and Marketing 
Meeting (AIMM), a monthly meet-
ing of real estate professionals, 
raised $1,000 for the Alameda 
Education Foundation (AEF) 
Adopt-A-Classroom program. The 
Bay East Association of Realtors 

Foundation (BEAR) contributed an 
additional $500 to the effort. 

Recently, a group of AIMM rep-
resentatives presented checks to 
teachers at Ruby Bridges, Haight 
and Maya Lin elementary schools. 

Patrick Ignacio, 2018 AIMM Chair 
and member of BEAR spearheaded 
the fundraising. “100 percent of the 
money goes directly to the teach-
ers,” he said. “That was key, we 
wanted to get the most effective use 

of every dollar we collected.”
Ignacio said their goal was to 

assist three classrooms. They not 
only met the goal but raised almost 
enough for a fourth. He said, “Each 
teacher was given a grant for class-
room supplies, books, technology, 
anything and everything. One of 
the teachers was brand new to the 
school district and had to supply a 
bare classroom.”  

Real Estate Pros Donate 
to Alameda Classrooms

b MEASURE: Page 12

Courtesy photo

On Valentine’s Day at Maya Lin Elementary School, local Realtors presented their 
donation to Special Development Teacher Cory Spells. Left to right: Steve McAdam, 
Alameda Education Foundation (AEF) Vice President; Michele Macmartin, Alameda 
Inforum and Marketing Meeting (AIMM); Gina Adamson, Realtor; Vicki Sedlack, 
AEF Executive Director; Spells; Principal, Judy Goodwin; Leah Nishi, AIMM Chair 
and Joe LoParo, Bay East Alameda Chapter Vice Chair.
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“When our children 
are asked to move, it 
is often with almost 
no recognition, as 
if our children are 
invisible.”

— Letter from Alameda parents


