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Sun Staff Reports
Online Payment of Library 

Fines Available
The Alameda Free Library is 

happy to announce that library 
patrons are now able to pay library 
fines and fees online using a credit 
or debit card.

Customers can log on to their 
online account through the library 
catalog. Only Visa and MasterCard 
are accepted and there is a mini-
mum transaction amount of $5.

Currently this resource can only 
be accessed from the Main Library 
website, however look out for 
mobile access in the near future.

Frequently asked questions can 
be answered at https://alamedaca.
gov/library.

City Hosts Zero Waste 
Workshop Today

The City of Alameda is inviting 
the community to provide input 
on the draft update to Alameda’s 
2010 Zero Waste Implementation 
Plan (ZWIP) today. This is the sec-
ond community workshop to solicit 
input on the update.

The workshop takes place from 
6 to 8 p.m. at the Alameda Main 
Library at 1550 Oak St.

The current draft of the ZWIP 
aims to divert more materials from 
landfills, increase targeted com-
mercial and multifamily technical 
assistance to recycle and compost 
as much as possible. The plan 
also looks at ways to enhance and 
celebrate a Zero-Waste culture in 
Alameda. The final version of ZWIP 
is scheduled to be presented to City 
Council this spring.

Alamedans are leaders in recy-
cling and composting when com-
pared to other jurisdictions locally, 
and the rest of California. This 
update looks to assess where the 
city is now compared to the goals 
in the original plan adopted in 2010. 
The update will also assess what 
Alameda still needs to do to get as 
close to “zero” as possible. 

The City of Alameda Public 
Works Department and Community 
Action for a Sustainable Alameda 
have been working together to 

determine the best path forward 
toward reducing waste not only 
at the point of discard, but also in 
designing policies that are meant 
to reduce the generation of waste. 
This includes the recent Straws-On-
Request ordinance that became law 
on Jan. 1 of this year.

For more information, contact 
Kerry Parker in the Public Works 
Department at 747-7959.

AUSD Addresses Budget 
Concerns

Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) Board of Education 
meeting last Tuesday addressed 
AUSD’s budget as compared to 
other districts in Alameda County. 
This discussion included the 
impact that low salaries have on 
Alameda’s public schools and the 
possibility of layoffs. The district 
has launched a community con-
versation about its budget priori-
ties. Talking points include small 
class sizes, special programs and 
rising pension and special educa-
tion costs. The district is planning 
to hold community meetings to 
review budget realities. 

In the meantime AUSD is ask-
ing the public to participate in 
a survey. The results will help 
the school district better under-
stand public perspective on its 
spending priorities. Take the sur-
vey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/
BK9L7Z2.

Business Association  
Moving on Shuttle

The Greater Alameda Business 
Association (GABA) is continuing 
efforts to develop a city-wide free 
shuttle service. To that end the asso-
ciation has offered plenty of infor-
mation on its website. The basic 
page, www.gabaonline.org/alameda 
-shuttle offers information on the 
basic idea, a planned shuttle map 
and links to frequently asked ques-
tions and a change.org petition. 
Signatures are still being collected 
to show support for this project. 

To volunteer to help, contact 
GABA Shuttle Committee Chair 
Tony Kuttner at tony.kuttner@task 
forcepayments.com

News in Brief

Irene Dieter
Everyone has a life story, and 

many are being told at Alameda’s 
Main Library at 1550 Oak St. An 
exhibit that combines black-and-
white portraits of 26 Bay Area 
Palestinians with audio recordings 
is on display. The library’s largest 
meeting room was filled to capac-
ity with well over 100 people for 
the opening reception on Feb. 11.

The multimedia storytelling 
project Home Away from Home: 
Little Palestine by the Bay show-
cases recorded interviews with 
P a l e s t i n i a n -
Americans that 
reveal the com-
plexities of liv-
ing with hopes 
for Palestine in 
a country that 
is often hostile 
to those aspira-
tions.

The reception 
kicked off the 
month-long multimedia exhibit at 
the library. It featured tables of 
Middle Eastern food catered by 
Oakland’s Bacheesos Restaurant. 
A musical duo from Oakland, 
Birana di Mara on violin and 
Faisal on percussion, added ambi-
ence with their authentic Arabic 
selections.

“Alameda is a tapestry of 
many cultures, races, ethnici-
ties and religions that make us a 
vibrant, diverse community,” stat-
ed Councilmember Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft, who is of Lebanese and 
Syrian descent, as she welcomed 
the crowd. “Alameda has a rich 
history of Palestinian residents 
and businesses.”

The overall theme of the 
exhibit draws on the immigrant 
experience and the importance of 
belonging, weaving together expe-
riences from both Palestine and 
the Bay Area. As evidenced in 
print and on our airwaves, fear 
and distrust often get in the way of 
understanding that human experi-
ence. The library exhibit attempts 
to break down stereotypes, offer-
ing an all-too-rare opportunity for 
Palestinian-Americans to have a 
voice of their own.

The exhibit features the work 
of Bay Area documentary photog-
rapher Najib Joe Hakim. Hakim is 
an award-winning San Francisco-
based freelance photographer 
and photojournalist whose work 
has been published in national 
and international newspapers and 
magazines. “The concept of ‘home’ 
transcends national allegiances 
and other barriers people erect,” 
said Hakim. “Home is a place 
where past, present and future 
reside.” 

Stories include ones from a 
Catholic priest, 
a police chief, a 
student, a math-
ematics profes-
sor, an evan-
gelical Christian 
and a structural 
engineer, to 
name a few. One 
man was proud 
to point out that 
his U.S. passport 

showed his 1938 place of birth as 
Palestine.

“America is home,” said Elias 
Tuma who emigrated from the 
town of Kafr Yassif in Palestine in 
1955. “The people and institutions 
here have been very nice to me, so 
I would like to acknowledge that. 
That doesn’t mean that I will forget 
Kafr Yassif.”

Original funding for Home 
Away from Home came from a 
San Francisco Arts Commission’s 
Cultural Equity Grant and the Arab 
Fund for Art and Culture (Beirut). 
Friends of Wadi Foquin and the 
Arab Cultural and Community 
Center, San Francisco are co-spon-
soring the exhibit, which will run 
through Sunday, March 11. 

The exhibit is primarily on the 
second floor of the library with 
some photos on the first floor. 
Interviews in the subjects’ own 
voices can be viewed with smart 
phones. Use the phone camera 
to scan bar codes next to the 
portraits and texts. Be sure to 
use earbuds when listening in the 
library. 

Irene Dieter posts stories 
and photos about Alameda at  
ionalameda.com.

Palestinians Tell Their 
Stories at Main Library

Photo and Story by  
Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Civil rights Attorney Pamela 
Price received a standing ovation 
after a rousing Keynote Speech 
at Encinal High School’s “Political 
and Proud” event, held Feb. 21. 
Local women holding elected office 
shared their stories to encourage 
young women to step up, engage 
in civic activities and run for office. 

“Alameda County is ground zero 
for progressive political change 
throughout this nation,” Price said. 
“So what happens here matters.” She 
underscored State Senator Nancy 

Skinner’s sentiments when she said, 
“We adults have failed you.” Price 
encouraged all young women to get 
involved and stay involved, call out 
abuse of power with #metoo and take 
on gun control. “If you do, you not 
only save yourself, but you will be 
saving us all,” she said.

Skinner, scheduled as the Keynote 
Speaker, was unable to attend due 
to events in Sacramento. She sent 
an inspiring video for the audi-
ence to view. Other guests included 
Mayor Trish Spencer, Deputy Chief 
of Staff for Education and Equity for 
the San Francisco Mayor’s Office, 

Hydra Mendoza, Government 
Relations Coordinator Sameena 
Usman of the Council on American-
Islamic Relations and Mosaic Project 
Executive Director and Co-founder, 
Lara Mendel.

Encinal juniors Lily Conable, 
Anisya Lustig-Ellison and Sarah 
Skaff organized Political and Proud 
with help from teacher advisors 
Christina Craig-Chardon and Cassie 
Ferguson. The event was led and 
run by local youth.

Gaby Dolphin is an Alameda  
resident and contributor to the 
Alameda Sun.

Left to right, Encinal High School students Jonathan Hernandez, Ronnie Coleman, 
Veronica Canas and Reinhart Nderitu (kneeling) surround Civil Rights Attorney 
Pamela Price. They represent the “Political and Proud” at a Feb. 21 event designed 
to get young people energized and involved in the political process.

‘Political and Proud’ 
at Encinal High 

Courtesy Island City Opera
Island City Opera will present 

five performances of La Sonnambula 
by Vincenzo Bellini at the Alameda 
Elks Lodge Ballroom, 2255 Santa 
Clara Ave., starting on Wednesday, 
March 7. Island City Opera’s sing-
ers, chorus and dancers will be 
supported by an 18-piece orches-
tra under the direction of Music 
Director Jonathan Khuner. Stage 
direction is by Olivia Stapp. The 
opera is staged, costumed and sung 
in its original Italian with English 
supertitles.

Performances take place 
Wednesday, March 7, and Friday 
March 9, at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, March 
11 at 2 p.m. Friday, March 16 at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday, March 18 at 2 p.m. 
Each showing includes a 30-minute, 
pre-opera lecture with Khuner held 
one hour prior to curtain.

On March 7, ticket prices are $25 
for all ages, general admission, with 
no reserved seating. General admis-

Sarah Sophia Pun

Left to right: Sergio Gonzalez as Ernesto, Eileen 
Meredith as Amina, Mimee Puentes as Lisa and Anders 
Froehlich as Count Rodolfo appear in Island City 
Opera’s rendition of La Sonnambula next week.

Island Opera Troupe to Perform La Sonnambula

sion for the rest of the shows is $40 
for adults, $36  for seniors, $10 for 
students and free for children 12 
and younger.  

Purchase tickets online at www.
islandcityopera.org or at 263-8060. 
For special needs contact boxof-
fice@islandcityopera.org. 

The overall 
theme of the 
exhibit draws on 
the immigrant 
experience and 
the importance 
of belonging

Dennis Evanosky
Last Sunday, police in 

Tacoma, Wash., arrested a 
15-year-old boy they suspect-
ed of making threats on social 
media toward people at Lincoln 
High School there. News of this 
arrest spread across social 
media and fed a rumor that 
Alameda’s Lincoln Middle 
School faced a threat. In light 
of the Valentine’s Day shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla., 
Alameda Police Department 
(APD) and the school district 
launched an investigation. 

“We learned from our inves-
tigation that there was not a 
threat to Lincoln Middle School 
or any school in Alameda,” stat-
ed APD Chief Paul Rolleri in a 
joint statement released by the 
city and school district. “Social 
media posts related to Lincoln 
High School in Tacoma, Wash., 
spread locally and caused many 
people in our community to feel 
uncomfortable and afraid.”

In the joint statement 
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) also provided a link to 
a post that dates to Jan. 26, 

2016, but continues to appear 
in online searches that involve 
schools named for our 16th 
president. “This is an announce-
ment for all Lincoln students. 
You are all in danger if you come 
to school tomorrow,” the two-
year-old message reads. “I will 
be coming to the school with a 
handgun in my backpack ready 
to shoot (a) black person as 
well as any whites that try (to) 
stop me.” 

“We urge Alamedans to 
work with the school district 
and police department directly 
before posting on social media 
or contacting the press,” stat-
ed AUSD Superintendent Sean 
McPhetridge. 

In a separate incident, an 
Alameda High School student 
reported graffiti on a school 
wall threatening violent action 
against the school on Tuesday, 
Feb. 27. “Administrators imme-
diately contacted APD, and offi-
cers began interviewing several 
student witnesses. So far, APD 
has not been able to ascertain 
who created the graffiti or what 
their intentions were,” AUSD 
stated on its website. 

Schools, Police Look 
to Protect Students

Senator Talks 
Immigration

Sun Staff Reports
State Senator Nancy Skinner 

recently released a letter that out-
lines Assembly Bill 450 that Gov. 
Jerry Brown signed into law and 
became effective on Jan. 1. The 
new law requires, among other 
items, employers to verify that 
immigration officials have judicial 
warrants or subpoenas prior to 
entering workplaces in California. 
It also mandates employers to 
provide notices to employees 
if immigration officials request 
reviews of any employers’ immi-
gration documents. 

Combined with Senate Bill 54, the 
“sanctuary state bill,” AB 450 “works 
to protect undocumented workers 
by prohibiting all public and private 
employers from granting immigra-
tion enforcement agents (ICE) from 
entering into nonpublic work areas, 
except if they have a subpoena,” 
City Manager Jill Keimach wrote in 
a cover letter that accompanied a 
copy of Skinners’ missive. 

“This is important to our local 
employers since penalties to the 
employers are included in the new 
legislation,” Keimach wrote.

A copy of Skinner’s letter has 
been posted to the city’s Know Your 
Rights page at https://alamedaca.
gov/rights.


