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HAPPY
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Date Rise Set
Today 6:43 18:01
March 1 6:42 18:02
March 2 6:40 18:03
March 3 6:39 18:04
March 4 6:37 18:05
March 5 6:36 18:06
March 6 6:35 18:07

Betty Young

Local poets will gather to 
celebrate women next week.
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Stamp club among the many 
events that happen regularly.

AFD’s Maria Young makes new 
friend through historic sign.

HOMETOWN NEWS
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Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!
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LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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News in Brief
Public Forum and Tour of 

Wellness Center Slated
Laura Thomas

A community town hall on the 
plight of the city’s homeless is set 
for Saturday, March 9, followed by 
a tour of the site of the proposed 
Alameda Wellness Center.

“Making our Invisible Unhoused 
Visible — building a community 
where everyone belongs” will focus 
on who are Alameda’s homeless, 
what they experience living here, 
what services are available to them 
and how the Wellness Center will 
help fill some of the need. 

The two-hour town hall at 10 
a.m. is sponsored by the Alameda 
Justice Alliance (AJA) and the Yes 
on A campaign and takes place on 
the second floor of Building E at 
1345 McKay Ave. Parking is avail-
able at the lot next to the building. 
The 30-minute tour of the buildings 
of the former federal facility will 
follow at noon. 

There will be refreshments, time 
for questions, a chance to meet 
local activists from AJA and find 
out more about the campaign for 
Yes on A in the April 9 special 
election from Councilmember John 
Knox White, campaign chair. 

Admission is free, but registra-
tion is encouraged at facebook.
com/events/402174300546449.

Yacht Club Fundraiser  
for Music Program Set

David Sayen
The Alameda High School (AHS) 

Music Boosters invite the public 
to attend a nautical night of music, 
laughter, food and dancing at the 
iconic Aeolian Yacht Club to benefit 
the AHS music program, Saturday, 
March 9, at 6:30 p.m. 

Party under the stars over-
looking the marina, enjoy cock-
tails and a bountiful buffet. Hear 
live jazz by the Ron Graham group 
with special guests from the AHS 
music program and dance with 
Spill the Wine, the Bay Area’s 
favorite party band. 

Come sail away for $40, general 
admission. Kids can gain admission 
to the teen jam room downstairs 
for $15.

Aeolian Yacht Club is located 
at 980 Fernside Blvd. near Otis 
Drive.  

Reserve tickets and find more 
information at https://tinyurl.com/
all-aboard-2019, or write to david@
davidsayen.com.

Editor’s note: This column is 
part three of a four-part series com-
memorating the 2019 Black History 
Month theme, “Black Migrations” 
focused on Black migration to 
Alameda during the 20th century. 

Rasheed Shabazz
In 1989, Clayton Guyton and 

Modessa Henderson sued the 
City of Alameda for discrimina-
tory housing policies. The two 
Black residents of the Buena Vista 
Apartments were among hundreds 
who just two years earlier faced 
massive rent increases. 

In the last three decades of 
the 20th century, Black migrants 
to Alameda fought for increased 
political representation and power. 
These struggles led to the first Black 
elected officials 
and efforts to 
transform the 
Alameda Police 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
school district 
and local hous-
ing policies. 

In 1970, 
Alameda’s popu-
lation was 90 
percent white. 
Three years later in 1973, voters 
approved a ballot measure that 
banned construction of apartment 
buildings, known as “Measure A.” 
Measure A was a color-blind, exclu-
sionary zoning initiative that cre-
ated a “chain of exclusion” which 
has helped discourage Black home-
ownership. 

While there appears to be 
no documented evidence of rac-
ist intent, there is circumstantial 
evidence that suggests there was 
awareness that the policy would 
have racial impact. For example, 
two Black civil rights leaders, 
Albert DeWitt and John Ware, both 
endorsed the No on Measure A cam-
paign and made statements about 
the need for racial equality and fair 
housing. The fair housing group 
Alamedans with HOPE (Housing 
Opportunities Provided Equally) 
opposed Measure A because mul-
tiple-dwelling units was considered 
the primary method of increasing 
affordable housing. 

Measure A was subject to mul-
tiple lawsuits. In 1980, Alamedans 
with HOPE and three low-income 
tenants sued the City of Alameda 
for for alleged attempts to “frustrate 
the development of low-income 
housing” and “to perpetuate the 
non-Black character of Alameda.” 
The lawsuit was dismissed, but 
without prejudice. 

In the 1980s, a series of efforts 
to increase protections for tenants, 
like rent control and “just cause” 
evictions were proposed, but dis-
couraged (“The ‘Real’ History of 
Rent Control,” Nov. 1, 2018). In 

some ways, these efforts continued 
the work of the Alameda Tenants 
Union of the 1970s.

In 1987, Alameda tenants at the 
Buena Vista Apartments — then 
the largest private for-profit apart-
ment complex in the East Bay — 
protested the conversion of their 
subsidized rental units to market-
rate housing. Residents negotiated 
with the owner to phase in the 
rental increases. 

Less than half the low-income 
residents were later able to qual-
ify for federal housing vouchers, 
but it was uncertain how long 
the vouchers would be honored. 
Other residents’ incomes did not 
qualify for the Section 8 vouchers. 
Those 325 families were not poor 

enough to qual-
ify for Section 
8, but were too 
poor — and not 
the right race 
— to find hous-
ing elsewhere in 
Alameda. 

All this 
occurred right 
after the city 
had defunded 

Alamedans with HOPE. The plans 
to double and even triple rents in 
the Buena Vistas would displace 
hundreds of families. After plead-
ing with city government and the 
owner, Section 8 vouchers were 
acquired for all but 325 residents.

In the Guyton and Henderson 
lawsuit, a judge found Alameda’s 
land use policies discriminated 
against poor people. The lawsuit 
was settled prior to a judgment on 
racial discrimination. The lawsuit 
settlement saved Measure A but 
granted a 325-unit exception to the 
ban on multiple-dwelling units. The 
city would also need to replace the 
affordable housing units lost by the 
conversion and create an afford-
able housing development fund. 
This was just one of the ways in 
which the Alameda Black communi-
ty reformed Alameda’s institutions 
towards the end of the last century. 

In 1991, Alameda was embroiled 
in a racist controversy involving 
the police department. News broke 
that five police officers used the 
computers in their vehicles to 
transmit violent and racist mes-
sages targeting Black people. Black 
Alamedans used this moment to 
rally for political changes and 
make Alameda more welcoming. 

Alameda was 70 percent White 
in 1990. The non-White popula-
tion had grown to 19 percent 
Asian Pacific Islander and 6 per-
cent Black. Besides Hadi Monsef, 
there had yet to be any non-White 
residents elected to any citywide 

Black History Month:
Fighting for Community
Black politics in 1990s Alameda

b BLACK: Page 9

The 1973 Measure 
A zoning initiative 
created a “chain 
of exclusion” 
which has helped 
discourage Black 
homeownership. 

Boys & Girls Club Celebrates 
Opening of ‘Center of Innovation’

Photo & Story by Eric J. Kos

The Alameda Boys & Girls Club has created a “STEM Center of Innovation” mak-
erspace through a grant from Disney. This flexible work space is conducive to 
creative brainstorming and hands-on experimental work with equipment like 3D 

printers and state-of-the-art computers. The makerspace will enable club members to 
enhance their digital skills, learn about hardware systems and natural sciences using 
a do-it-yourself-style of working. Above, club Chief Executive Officer Jeff Miller pre-
sented the new space to the public at an open house celebration held Monday. Also 
on display was the new Classroom of the Future — a room that promotes develop-
ment of vocational skills by providing opportunities for youth to become certified in 
specific technology software through instruction with an interactive flat board. Local 
painter Better Call Paul’s Paul and Steele Kordestani helped the club with renovation.

Center Opponents 
Facing Challenges

Council to Consider Open Government Decision

Dennis Evanosky
The courts and the state of 

California recently delivered 
bad news to the Friends of Crab 
Cove (FOCC). The organization 
is fighting to stifle Alameda Point 
Collaborative’s (APC) plans to open 
a wellness center in the now-shut-
tered federal government buildings 
on McKay Avenue. FOCC has long 
protested the idea of opening such 
a center, hoping instead to have 
the area reserved for open space. 
The organization successfully cre-
ated Measure B, which will appear 
on the ballot in a special election 
on April 9. If passed the measure 
would create open space. A major-
ity of “yes” votes on Measure B 
would essentially prohibit APC 
from operating at the site. 

The city countered with its own 
measure. On the books as Measure 
A, voter approval would allow the 
Wellness Center on the site. On 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, FOCC learned 
that an Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge denied FOCC’s request 

that the city pull Measure A from 
the April 9 ballot. 

With their “yes” votes on Measure 
A, voters would agree with a deci-
sion that City Council made last 
December to convert the property 
in question into a center that would 
provide medical and other services 
to seniors and the homeless.

The judge’s ruling means that 
the city can hold its special elec-
tion with both measures A and B. In 
addition the judge denied FOCC’s 
request to stop APC from continu-
ing to work on the Wellness Center 
project while voters and, perhaps 
the courts, render a final decision 
on the matter. 

On Feb. 21, the day following 
the judge’s decision, the state’s 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
(FPPC) announced its ruling that 
FOCC and its treasurer Angela 
Fawcett had failed to file a semi-
annual campaign statement for the 
reporting period of Jan. 1, 2018, 
through June 30, 2018, in a timely 
manner. The decision placed FOCC 

in violation of Government Code 
Section 84200. FPPC levied a fine of 
$363 for the transgression.

A third decision did not go 
well for FOCC either. Former City 
Councilmember Barbara Thomas 
filed a complaint on behalf of the 
Friends. She complained that the 
wecarealameda.com committee 
was placing “Yes on A” literature in 
the form of yard signs and that this 
literature did not contain the orga-
nization’s “FPPC committee num-
ber.” FPPC responded to Thomas in 
a letter that informed her that the 
state’s Political Reform Act recom-
mends, but does not require, that 
committees post these numbers on 
their literature. 

The federal government already 
has already turned the keys to 
the McKay property over to APC 
with a nod to convert the 11 build-
ings there into the wellness cen-
ter. However, if Measure B passes, 
taxpayers might face a bill for 
some $11.7 million to convert the  
property to open space.

Dennis Evanosky
At its Feb. 19 meeting, the City 

Council discussed and took action 
on the city’s Open Government 
Commission’s (OGC) decision to 
declare a pair of ordinances relat-
ing to cannabis businesses null and 
void.  The Council voted 4-0 to recon-
sider ordinances 3227 and 3228 at 
a future meeting. Councilmember 
Tony Daysog abstained.   

Both ordinances regulate can-
nabis businesses. Ordinance 3227 
involves the regulatory rules of 
marijuana businesses in Alameda, 
while Ordinance 3228 deals with 
the land-use zoning of potential 
marijuana businesses. 

At issue is whether the City 
Council should let stand OGC’s 
decision that the ordinances the 
Council passed last October are 
invalid. At question is whether 
the city failed to properly notify 
the public of their placement on 
the City Council’s agenda. The 
city’s long-fought-for Sunshine 
Ordinance, adopted eight years 
ago, requires that the city give the 
public adequate notice of matters 
coming before the City Council (or 
any board or commission). Last 
November, OGC decided that the 
city did not give such notice about 
these two ordinances. 

After OGC rendered its decision, 

the City Attorney’s office stepped 
in and has attempted to render 
the commission’s decision invalid, 
if not illegal. 

Acting City Attorney Alan Cohen 
decided to call a special meeting. He 
invited OGC members to the table 
to reconsider its verdict because, 
Cohen said, OGC did not have the 
authority to declare an ordinance 
null and void. Now it appears they 
might. The City Council may soon 
take actions that could either 
strengthen or weaken the Sunshine 
Ordinance. Time will tell.

Eric J. Kos

Political signs on the upcoming special election have been appearing in town. 
One opponent of Measure A complained these signs lack a Fair Political Practices 
Commission number. That number is recommended, but not required on signs.


