
Alameda Sun
Vol. 18  No. 22 • February 21, 2019The Official Newspaper of the City of Alameda

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

Locally Owned,  
Community Oriented

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

HAPPY

INTERNATIONAL  
MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 6:52 17:53
Feb. 22 6:51 17:54
Feb. 23 6:50 17:55
Feb. 24 6:48 17:56
Feb. 25 6:47 17:57
Feb. 26 6:46 17:58
Feb. 27 6:44 18:00

Betty Young

A panel of local leaders to  
discuss their careers at library.
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important event in NYC.
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Council Scheduled to 
Hire New City Manager 

Sun Staff Reports
“The Alameda City Council and 

I are delighted to announce that 
we have unanimously selected Eric 
J. Levitt as our new City Manager, 
effective April 12,” stated Alameda 
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft. 
“With 18 years of city management 
experience, we are confident Levitt 
will be an effective 
leader to our very 
talented group of 
department heads 
and city staff.” 

Levitt has 
more than 25 
years of experi-
ence working in 
local government 
and more than 18 
years experience 
as a city manager. 
Levitt is relocat-
ing to Alameda 
from Simi Valley, 
Calif., where he 
has served as City 
Manager since 
2013. Levitt was also City Manager 
for Janesville, Wisc., from 2008 to 
2013 and Sedona, Ariz., from 2001 
to 2008.

Alameda’s City Manager is 
appointed by and directly respon-
sible to the Mayor and City Council. 
The City Manager is the chief 
administrative officer of the city 
and provides leadership and orga-
nizational direction for the opera-
tion and management of all city 
departments. The City Manager 
implements City Council policies 
and ordinances, oversees city 
operations and appoints most city 
department heads.

In August 2018, the City Council 
appointed David Rudat as Alameda’s 
Interim City Manager and began a 
recruitment process for a perma-
nent city manager. Rudat will contin-
ue to serve as Interim City Manager 
and has appointed Recreation & 
Parks Director Amy Wooldridge 
to serve as Acting Assistant City 
Manager.

Levitt was 
identified as the 
top candidate 
in a competitive 
recruitment pro-
cess, with 29 appli-
cations received 
and interviews 
conducted with 
the top five can-
didates. Following 
a second inter-
view last month, 
the City Council 
directed staff to 
take the action 
necessary to hire 
Levitt.

A special meeting to approve 
Levitt’s appointment as City 
Manager has been added to the 
Feb. 19 City Council meeting agen-
da. If appointed, Levitt will begin 
work on Friday, April 12. The pro-
posed City Manager hiring agree-
ment includes:

n An annual salary of $259,000
n Relocation allowance of 

$16,000
n Other benefits including a 

contribution to deferred compen-
sation, health insurance, leave 
accruals and holiday pay.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Hornet CV-8 Found 
on Pacific’s Floor
Aircraft carrier left from Alameda, carried Doolittle Raid

West Alameda Celebrates Lunar 
New Year with Culture Festival

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Another Chance to Participate 
in Project Tree 

Project Tree’s first Tree Care 
Workshop on Jan. 26 was quite the 
success. The Alameda Backyard 
Growers (ABG) reported 32 attend-
ees received 28 coupons to pur-
chase trees at local nurseries (one 
to a household). The coupons were 
underwritten by a donation from 
the Alameda Sun.

ABG volunteers helped guide 
gardeners with a wide range of gar-
dening know-how, from beginners 
to seasoned professionals. The 
group hosted a lively discussion 
on the variety of factors that come 
into play when trying to choose 
and plant the right tree in the right 
spot in one’s yard.

Based on the success of that 
workshop and the fact that ABG 
still has 22 coupons on hand, a 
second Project Tree Phase 2 Tree 
Care workshop has been planned 
at Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding Ave., for Sunday, March 3, 
from 1:30 to 3 p.m.

The coupons are good for $25 off 
any tree at either Encinal Nursery, 
2057 Encinal Ave., or Ploughshares 
Nursery, 2701 Main St. The coupon 
offers don’t expire until Sunday, 
June 30. This gives coupon holders 
plenty of time to plan for, select and 
plant a tree.

“Come get a tree on us,” said 
Sun Publisher Eric J. Kos. “We are 
proud of the work ABG has done to 
enrich the Island City’s urban forest 
and encourage local landowners 
to take advantage of this unique 
opportunity.” 

Boys & Girls Club  
Announces New Festival
The Alameda Boys & Girls Club 

(ABGC) announced it will hold its 
first-ever fundraising food, wine 
and music festival, titled “Corks, 
Forks, Rhythm & Brews.” The event 
date has been set for Saturday, 
Oct. 5, and will feature California’s 
best wineries, spirits and brewer-
ies, gourmet foods, restaurants and 
live music to benefit ABGC. 

The mission of ABGC is to 
inspire and enable all youth, espe-
cially those who need it most, to 
realize their full potential as pro-
ductive, caring and responsible 
citizens. Founded in 1949, ABGC 
provides high-impact, affordable 
youth development programs and 
services for youth ages six to 18.

The upcoming fundraiser 
will help support the youth of 
Alameda County and continue the 
work towards fulfilling the club 
mission. 

For more information on Corks, 
Forks, Rhythm and Brews visit 
https://corksforksonthepoint.com 
or call 522-4900, Ext. 102.

Dennis Evanosky 
Microsoft’s co-founder Paul 

Allen’s 250-foot research ves-
sel, (R/V) Petrel, discovered the 
wreck of USS Hornet (CV-8), the 
predecessor to today’s Hornet 
(CV-12), some 17,500 feet below 
the surface of the South Pacific 
in late January. (“Researchers 
Discover Doolittle’s Hornet CV-8,” 
Feb. 14). Sadly the discovery 
took place some three months 
after Allen’s death. When R/V 
Petrel announced its 10-person 
team had located USS Hornet, 
it called the ship that launched 
the Doolittle Raid from Naval 
Air Station Alameda “one of the 
most important aircraft carriers 
in World War II history.”

“Paul Allen was particularly 
interested in historically signifi-
cant and capital ships, so this 
mission and discovery honors his 
legacy,” Robert Kraft, R/V Petrel’s 
director of subsea operations, 
told the Smithsonian Institute. 

R/V Petrel discovered USS 
Hornet during the first dive mission 
of its underwater vehicle. Video 
footage taken aboard the vehicle 
confirmed the discovery. Team 
members pieced together data 
from national and naval archives to 
locate the aircraft carrier. They also 

used official deck logs and action 
reports from other ships engaged 
in the Battle of Santa Cruz Islands, 
which USS Hornet was engaged in 
when the Japanese sunk the carrier 
in the early morning hours of Oct. 
27, 1942. 

Three bombs, two torpedoes 
and two dive bombers on “suicide 
dives” on the morning of Oct. 26, 
1942, helped bring USS Hornet to 
its end. When one of these planes 
hit the flight deck, the force of 
the crash imbedded the motor 
and cockpit into the flight deck, 
leaving a hole in the deck as a 
result of the crash and the detona-
tion of one of the plane’s bombs. 
The second bomb was a dud and 
dropped to the gallery deck.

USS Hornet stands on the list 
of R/V Petrel’s discoveries that 
include: 

n USS Indianapolis that deliv-
ered  world’s first operational 
atomic bomb to the island of 
Tinian on July 26, 1945. According 
to the Washington Post’s Kristina 
Phillips, the ship was on a super-
secret mission to deliver the com-
ponents for the “Little Boy” atom-
ic bomb dropped a week later on 
Hiroshima, Japan

n USS Lexington that the 
Japanese feared. They called the 

carrier a “ghost” ship because she 
confronted by the carrier after 
they thought it had been sunk. USS 
Lexington’s crew called the aircraft 
carrier “The Blue Ghost” to match 
the color of her camouflage scheme.

“We’ve located USS Lexington 
after she sank 76 years ago. R/V 
Petrel found the aircraft carri-
er and planes more than two 
miles below the Coral Sea near 
Australia,” Allen Tweeted on 
March 6, 2018.

n USS Juneau teamed up 
with USS Hornet to form TF 61, 
which ferried fighter aircraft to 
Guadalcanal. The destroyer sailed 
with and fought alongside the 
USS Hornet during the Buin-Faisi-
Tonolai Raid; and at the Battle 
of the Santa Cruz Islands. Allen 
lived to see R/V Petrel discover 
USS Juneau some 13,800 below the 
surface off the Solomon Islands. 

n USS Helena, which the 
Japanese sunk on July 6, 1943, in 
the Battle of Kula Gulf. R/V Petrel 
discovered the St. Louis-class 
cruiser, resting on the floor of the 
New Georgia Sound off the coast 
of the Solomon Islands.

R/V Petrel is not disclosing the 
precise locations of any of these 
vessels to protect their underwa-
ter gravesites.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

City of Alameda

Eric Levitt, Alameda’s 
new City Manager

Editor’s note: This column is 
part two of a four-part series com-
memorating the 2019 Black History 
Month theme, “Black Migrations” 
focused on Black migration to 
Alameda during the 20th century. 

Rasheed Shabazz
In 1943, Edwin Leon Coleman 

boarded a segregated train with 
his parents in El Dorado, Ark., and 
headed to Alameda. Since White 
soldiers and passengers occupied 
all the seats in the “colored” area of 
the train, Coleman, his mother and 
sister rode in the vestibule between 
cars most of the way to California. 
Despite the uncomfortable half-
week journey, the family held out 
hope that better opportunities 
would await them in California. 
Little did the Colemans know that 
segregation awaited them in the 
Golden State.

During and after World War II, 
Alameda officials segregated Black 
wartime workers in housing proj-
ects on the West End. On March 
16, 1943, Mayor Milton Godfrey 

called on Alameda’s City Manager 
to report “on the problem of the 
increased negro population” due to 
the influx of war workers and the 
housing shortage. 

Mayor Godfrey said the issue 
of Negro migration “would receive 
the unceasing vigilance of the 
Council and the Alameda Housing 
Authority.” The city and the White 
businessmen that ran the Housing 
Authority, placed all wartime hous-
ing projects away from white areas 
like the Gold Coast and East End. 
With one exception, the Pacific 
Projects on what is now Littlejohn 
Park, all wartime projects were 
located on the West End. 

The Alameda Housing Authority 
segregated residents through mul-
tiple means. First, the Authority 
maintained extensive racial data 
(White, Negro, other) in its tenant 
selection process, and maintained 
two separate waiting list, one White, 
one Negro, with White residents 
receiving priority for housing. The 

Black History Month: How War 
Transformed Island’s Population

PaulAllen.com

A research team on board the R/V Petrel discovered the wreckage of the USS 
Hornet CV-8 earlier this month. The team released this photo of one of the Hornet’s 
12 five-inch naval guns that defended the ship from air attack. These guns could fire 
16 to 20 rounds per minute. The Hornet CV-8 left the Alameda Naval Air Station 
on April 1, 1943, to carry out the Doolittle Raid. The Hornet was lost on Oct. 26, 
1942, after sustaining heavy damage during the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands.

Photo by Melissa Rivers

Dignitaries with the City of Alameda and members of the public celebrated 
the Year of the Pig last Saturday with a festival on Webster Street at Haight 
Avenue. Flanked by lion dancers from the Toi Shan Family Association 

are: West Alameda Business Association Executive Director Linda Asbury, Vice 
Mayor John Knox White, Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft and Councilmember 
Tony Daysog. The event was co-sponsored by the Toi Shan Family Foundation, 
East Ocean Seafood Restaurant, the Pacific Coast Farmers Market Association 
and the City of Alameda. For more scenes from the festival, turn to page 11.
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