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This is the second part of a two-
part series on the life and times 
of Henry H. Haight, namesake of 
Haight Elementary School and 
Haight Avenue. Part one appeared 
in last Thursday’s edition.

Rasheed Shabazz
On Dec. 5, 1867, newly elected 

Governor Henry Huntley Haight 
took to a stage in Sacramento to give 
his inaugural address. Haight spent 
the majority of his speech con-
demning Congress’ Reconstruction 
policy. He claimed Reconstruction 
was extreme and destroyed White 
Southerners’ liberties. 

“Reconstruction,” Haight pro-
claimed that cold morning, “... takes 
from White people of 10 states their 
constitutional rights, and leaves 
them subject to military rule; and 
disenfranchises enough White men 
to give political control to a mass 
of Negroes just emancipated and 
just as ignorant of political duties 
as beasts of the field.”

As Governor, Haight then used 
the powers of his office to pre-
vent citizenship and voting rights 
from being extended to non-White 
California residents. Shortly after 
taking office, Haight wrote privately 
to President Andrew Johnson to 
thank him for his stance against 
Congress. “... in the judgment of 
history your fidelity and forbear-
ance will entitle you to a high place 
among the benefactors of our coun-
try and our race.” 

Haight has received credit for 
signing legislation to create the 
University of California (UC) and 
ending subsidies to railroads. 
However, the 14th Amendment had 
been waiting on Gov. Haight’s desk 
when he took office. Haight never 
transmitted to the state legislature 
the Constitutional Amendment to 
extend citizenship to all.

In March 1868, Haight signed 
the “Organic Act,” creating UC, 
although he had not been involved 
in its formation. According to 
Mark Warren Ferrier’s Origins and 
Development of the University of 
California, Haight appointed the 
first regents of UC, primarily as 
patronage. The majority were 
Democrats and none of the regents 
had been involved with the univer-
sity’s predecessor in Oakland. 

The U.S. Congress sent the 15th 
Amendment to states for ratifica-
tion in late 1869, the January 1870 
debates renewed opposition to 
non-White suffrage. Transmitting 
the amendment to California’s leg-
islature, Haight warned, “If this 
amendment is adopted, the most 
degraded Digger Indian within our 
borders becomes at once an elec-
tor, and so far, a ruler. His vote 
would count for as much as that of 
the most intelligent White man in 
the State.”

The Democratic majority fol-
lowed Haight’s lead and rejected the 
15th Amendment in January 1870, 
although other states soon ratified 
it. It took California almost a cen-
tury to ratify the 15th Amendment, 
finally doing so in 1962. In 1871, 
Haight lost his bid for reelection. 
He returned to his Alameda estate, 
apparently acquired during his 
term as governor and rejoined his 
wife and children.

Haight returned to his law 
practice, but still engaged in civic 
activities. He served on the City 
of Alameda’s Board of Trustees, 
the predecessor to today’s City 
Council, as its first president. He 
also served on the UC Board of 
Regents. He was selected for a 
state Constitutional Convention, 
but died on Sept. 2, 1878, in San 
Francisco. At the time of his death, 
his Alameda estate was valued at 
$200,000.

Haight has been honored in a few 
ways. Haight School was named after 
him in 1875, and in 1892 Ordinance 
No. 189 for the Town and City of 
Alameda named Haight Avenue after 
him. During World War II, Housing 
Commissioners almost named a 
housing project after him as well. 
His portrait hangs in both the State 
Capitol and the Alameda Museum. 
His heirs donated a bust of his like-
ness to the UC Regents in 1901. 

His widow Anna (Bissell) 
remembered Haight as a man who 
always came home, donated legal 
work for widows and an asylum, 
and attended church services reli-
giously. “Truly him was a tree that 
bore good fruit,” she said.

Rasheed Shabazz is a writ-
er. He created a historical website 
about Henry H. Haight at http:// 
renamehaight.wordpress.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Writer Rasheed Shabazz led a 

Black History Month home tour 
last Saturday titled: “Early Black 
Pioneers of Alameda.” More than 30 
local residents gathered at Lincoln 
Avenue and Grand Street for the 
two-hour walking tour of Alameda’s 
north shore, where the first pio-
neering Black Alamedans built their 
homes in the late 1800s. 

According to Shabazz, the 
first Black families were drawn to 
California and settled in Alameda 
for both the pleasant climate and 
employment opportunities. Initially 

Blacks lived in Alameda only as labor-
ers in the homes of White people. 

“By 1900 eight Black families 
owned homes” in Alameda said 
Shabazz. “In the absence of Black 
institutions, these early pioneers 
used their homes as community 
centers for social, cultural and eco-
nomic empowerment.” 

The next Black History month 
walking tour will take place on the 
West End and explore the impact 
of the Depression and World War II 
on Alameda’s Black community. See 
the Feb. 24 event listing on page 8 
for details.

Point Collaborative Plans New Shelter

Readers Delayed

Who was Haight?

Learning Alameda Black History

Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Rasheed Shabazz speaks to a group of some 30 local 
residents who learned about Alameda’s early black 
families on a walking tour last Saturday.

No Firm Slate 
of Bridge Work

Mike Lano

Councilmember Jim Oddie, left, and Mayor Trish Spencer, far right, had some infor-
mal conversations with residents regarding the proposed license plate readers at 
each roadway into and out of Alameda before the Feb. 6 Council meeting.

Ekene Ikeme
The City Council voted unani-

mously to table the motion to add 
13 license plate readers throughout 
the city at its Feb. 6 meeting. 

Councilmembers, along with 
several residents who spoke at the 
meeting, were concerned with how 
the information obtained from the 
license-plate-recognition systems 
would be used and who will get to 
see the information captured. 

Under the proposed plan, all 
the cameras would send feed-
back to a database operated by 
Vigilant Solutions, a law enforce-
ment intelligence database com-
pany in Livermore. However, 
Vigilant signed a contract with 
the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) agency last 
month, according to reports. 

Vigilant has partnerships with law 
enforcement agencies through-
out the country. The nature of 
the agreement between ICE and 
Vigilant has not been made public.

Last year, the Council declared 
Alameda a Sanctuary City that 
would not assist ICE in apprehend-
ing undocumented immigrants who 
had not committed violent crimes. 
Alameda Police Chief Paul Rolleri 
assured those attending the meeting 
that ICE would not have access to 
the information gathered from the 
license plate recognition systems. 
Nonetheless, the Council decided to 
have City Manager Jill Keimach put 
out a request for proposals to other 
database companies including one 
from Vigilant. Councilmembers said 
they would seek out vendors with 
high security protocols.

The Council also voted unani-
mously to allocate $500,000 from 
the General Fund to the Technology 
Replacement Fund, with the inten-
tions these funds will be used to 
purchase the license-plate readers. 

The 13 license-plate-recogni-
tion systems would be installed on 
Harbor Bay Parkway at Doolittle 
Drive and Ron Cowan Parkway, 
the Park Street, Fruitvale and High 
Street bridges and the Webster 
and Posey Tubes. The police 
department has used a license 
plate readers on four patrol cars 
since 2014.

Rolleri hoped that such devic-
es will decrease the number of 
property crimes and grand thefts, 
which rose in 2017, according to 
the Alameda Police Department 
annual crime report.

Dennis Evanosky
The federal government’s 

Department of Housing and Urban 
Development published a declara-
tion of “Federal Property Suitable 
as Facilities to Assist the Homeless” 
in the Feb. 10, 2017, edition of the 
Federal Register.

The declaration contained 
a seemingly inexhaustible list of 
properties. A Google search for 
“Alameda” unveiled the follow-
ing cryptic information buried 
14 pages into the list: Alameda 
Federal Center, Property Number: 
54201630019, Northern Parcel, 620 
Central Ave., Alameda CA 94501; 
Status: Excess: GSA Number: 9–G–
CA–1604–AD.

A certain familiarity with how 
cryptic the feds can be with their 
information (and another search 
on Google) lead interested parties 
not to the 600 block of Central 
Avenue, but down adjacent McKay 
Avenue to some non-descript 
brown buildings.

Doug Biggs at the Alameda 
Point Collaborative (APC) knew 
about this offer. He noticed that the 
federal government specified the 
property as “suitable to assist the 
homeless.” He and the Rastafarians 
from Los Angeles applied for the 

property. As the process grew more 
complex, Biggs made certain that 
his had properly crossed his T’s 
and dotted his I’s, and it paid off. 

He recently learned that the 
federal government conditionally 
approved APC’s application and a 
no-fee conveyance to APC of this 
3.65-acre surplus federal property. If 
all goes as planned, APC will receive 
title to this land, where it plans to 
open a wellness center to primarily 
aid homeless adults. 

According to Biggs, the Medical 
Respite & Wellness Center would 
serve seniors, persons with com-
plex medical and persistent mental 
health conditions, high users of the 
health-care system and other vulner-
able populations.  The center would 
also serve Alamedans on the brink 
of homelessness or have recently 
became homeless. “We hope to help 
them quickly navigate back into a 
stable living situation,” he said. 

Once the federal government 
coveys the property to APC and the 
city approves the project, it would 
take up to five years and cost $35-
40 million to rehab and develop the 
site. APC plans to rehabilitate the 
existing facilities rather than build-
ing anything new. Funding would 
come from a variety of federal and 
state funds dedicated for medi-

cal and housing services for the 
homeless.

According to the city’s press 
release, APC plans to host meet-
ing and offer tours to familiarize 
the community with the project. 
“Once further along, there will be 
public hearings regarding zoning 
and design,” the city stated. 

“We also plan to establish 
stakeholder groups to ensure that 
the surrounding community has a 
strong voice in the project,” Biggs 
said. “We are absolutely committed 
to creating a project that enhances 
the appeal of the neighborhood, 
serves critical needs of people who 
can’t care for themselves, and most 
importantly, contributes signifi-
cantly to reducing homelessness 
in Alameda.”  

APC is particularly interested 
in including direct neighbors in the 
stakeholder group. Interested par-
ties can contact Briggs at dbiggs@
apcollaborative.org. 

The Alameda Point 
Collaborative, located at the for-
mer Naval Air Station, is the larg-
est supportive housing provider 
for homeless families in Alameda 
County. APC offers a wide range of 
services to give residents the tools 
they need to break the cycle of 
homelessness and poverty.

Sun Staff Reports
Caltrans maintenance work 

on the Bay Farm Island Bridge 
is expected to continue through 
May, according to Alameda Public 
Information Officer Sarah Henry.

Caltrans is painting and con-
ducting steel deck repairs on the 
bridge. Crews are working on the 
bridge in a sporadic schedule. 
There is no set timetable of when 
Caltrans will complete repairs. 

Henry said Caltrans does not 

notify the city until a few days 
before the work begins. To view 
updates on Caltrans maintenance 
schedule visit the city’s website and 
click on the “alerts” link, under the 
“residents” tab. There is no mainte-
nance scheduled to be conducted 
this weekend.

Work began earlier this year 
from Jan. 9 to 11. Maintenance 
times are scheduled for 11 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. The bridge will be closed 
while repairs are underway.

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Political and Proud Launches
Encinal High School (EHS) junior 

Lily Conable and her friends Anisya 
Lustig-Ellison and Sarah Skaff have 
organized a new event in Alameda 
called Political and Proud. The 
political event aiming to empow-
er women to be more politically 
active  will take place Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the EHS 
Gymnasium at 210 Central Ave. 

Political and Proud is a com-
pletely youth-run and led event 
that aims to encourage women and 
girls to get involved in politics, 
advocate for their rights and run 
for office. It does so by having a 
diverse group of local and nation-
al female politicians, influencers, 
activists and others come together 
for an evening of speeches, discus-
sion, and inspiration. 

Political and Proud will host 
multiple speakers including key-
note speaker, State Senator Nancy 
Skinner; Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Education and Equity for the San 
Francisco Mayor’s Office, Hydra 
Mendoza; Government Relations 

Coordinator Sameena Usman of 
the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations; Civil Rights Attorney, 
Pamela Price and Mosaic Project 
Executive Director and Co-founder, 
Lara Mendel, among others. The 
event will also include a special 
welcome video from Women’s 
March Treasurer, Carmen Perez.

The Alameda League of Women 
Voters operate a voter registration 
drive as well. 

Political and Proud produced 
in partnership with Girls Inc. of the 
Island City, the Women’s March of 
Oakland, March for Our Future, 
the Alameda League of Women 
Voters, IGNITE, Solidarity Sundays 
and more.

More information and registra-
tion details can be found at https://
sites.google.com/alameda.k12.
ca.us/political-and-proud/home.

AMP Hosts Town Hall 
Meeting on Undergrounding

The City of Alameda’s pro-
gram to move overhead utility 
lines underground is the focus of 
an upcoming Alameda Municipal 
Power (AMP) town hall meeting. 

AMP, which administers the city’s 
undergrounding program, will host 
a town hall for the public.

AMP is making progress in its 
planning to move overhead util-
ity lines underground in certain 
districts. In the coming months, 
the technical advisory committee 
for the undergrounding program 
is planning to recommend that 
the City Council move utility lines 
underground in the following areas: 

n Along Otis Drive from High 
Street to Broadway Street including 
streets south of Otis Drive (i.e. Pearl 
Street, Versailles Avenue, Mound 
Street, Waterton Street and Court 
Street); and along Broadway Street 
from La Jolla to Encinal Avenue.

n All Webster Street crossings 
from Taylor Avenue to Buena Vista 
Avenue including Eagle Avenue, 
west of Constitution Way; and 
along Central Avenue from Eighth 
Street to Webster Street.

Final decisions to identify 
underground utility districts have 
not yet been made.

AMP will host the meeting at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 28 at the Main 
Library, 1550 Park St. 


