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Local Issues to Appear
on Ballot for March 3
Ekene Ikeme
The California presidential
primary election is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 3, but there are
issues on the state, county and
local measures on the ballot that
Alamedans will also vote on.
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Alameda Marina, LLC, has begun Phase I of its project to transform the marina.
Demolition of the first building to make way for “The Launch,” — a 368-unit apartment project that will include 49 affordable units — got underway last week.
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Dennis Evanosky
With a unanimous vote in the
early morning hours of Wednesday,
July 10, 2018, the City Council
approved Alameda Marina, LLC’s,
plans to transform Alameda’s northern waterfront. Last Friday, the
marina demolished its first building
to implement part of those plans
— making way for “The Launch,”
368-unit apartment project that will
include 49 affordable units. The
marina expects to complete “The
“Launch” mid-summer 2022.
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Local authors have written a
slew of new books.
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The makeover at the marina
will include upgrades to a facility whose history dates to 1916.
Alameda Marina, LLC, has plans
to improve existing maritime and
marina facilities and public access
to the facility that began life when
Walter Tibbitts teamed up with J.D.
Barnes and his sons James and
Daniel to form Barnes and Tibbetts
Shipbuilding & Drydock Company.
The property changed hands
from the Barnes and Tibbitts
families to General Engineering
who operated the shipyard during World War II. The new own-
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Sara Schaefer
Right now, an average of 122,000
people are waiting for a lifesaving organ transplant, according to
the National Kidney Foundation. A
little more than 100,000 of those
people are waiting for a kidney.
The median wait time to receive
a kidney is more than three and
a half years. Most people do not
survive that wait. In fact, 13 people
die each day while waiting for a
kidney transplant.
But Alameda resident Jack
Lim’s story goes against the statistics — largely because of something called the United Network
for Organ Sharing (UNOS), a way
to get at the top of a transplant list
quicker. Essentially, it is the “givea-kidney, get-a-kidney” method.
In 2012, Lim’s kidney failed due
to an auto immune disorder he
was unaware he had. In 2018 Lim
joined the UNOS network in the
hopes of a higher chance of getting
a living kidney donor transplant.
He just needed someone to donate
their kidney, so he could move
to the top of the list and wait for
a match. The kidney donated on
Lim’s behalf did not have to be a
match for him, it simply just got
him into the system.
So, his wife Sue, started asking

Alameda resident
Jack Lim’s story
goes against the
statistics.
around. “Asking for myself would
have been hard. But asking for
Jack is easy. I thought ‘I can do
this,’” she said.
A handful of people said they
would explore the idea. But it isn’t
an easy process. “The screening
process is rigorous. Applicants
have to meet a lot of requirements,” Lim said.
Finally, after months of testing,
the sister-in-law of Sue’s sister-inlaw Mary met all the requirements
to donate. “It is kind of confusing.
But we found someone. This was
wonderful because it was a race
against time,” Lim said.
Now that they had a kidney
to put into the system. They just
needed a match for Jack.
A 66-year-old woman living
in San Diego, wanting only to be
known as Rosemary, decided to try
to help find a kidney for a friend’s
son. “When I heard his story, I
told his mother I would absolutely
donate a kidney for him.” So, she
took the same route as the Lim’s.
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Alamedan Jack Lim and his paired swap donor Mary
from Minnesota one week after transplant surgery.

ers built Golden Gate ferries for
the Southern Pacific Railroad and
gunboats for the Coast Guard. In
addition, the company built Aloeclass net-laying ships, Auk-class
minesweepers and Admiral-class
minesweepers for the Navy.
General Engineering sold the
land to the Loyola University
Foundation for $7.5 million but
remained in operation there until
the end of 1947. About that time,
the Navy purchased 12.5 acres of
the property from Loyola, comprising the shoreline between Grand
and Willow streets.
In 1952 George and Thomas
Plant leased the yard from the Navy
and used it as a dry dock and for
ship repair. Two years later Moore

b MARINA: Page 3

Alameda City Measure A
Measure A is an Alameda Unified
School District (AUSD) special parcel tax measure that intends to use
the new revenue to “attract, recruit
and retain teachers and school
employees.” The new tax revenue
will also be used to fund academic programs like reading, writing,
math, arts and sciences; attract
teachers in hard-to-fill areas, such
as special education and math; and
support public charter schools.
If the tax is approved by twothirds of voters, property owners
will pay 26.5 cents per building
square foot — capped at $7,999.
Vacant parcels will be taxed a flat
rate of $299. Exemptions may be
granted to parcel owners who are
older than 65 or receive certain
social security benefits.
The new tax is expected to generate $10.5 million in new annual revenue for AUSD. If Alameda
voters approve the parcel tax on
March 3, teachers will receive an
additional 1 percent raise retroactive to January 2020 and an 8 percent increase for 2020-21. The tax is
due to expire by June 2027.
AUSD, students and parents are
heavily in favor of the new tax.
However, some Island residents are
weary of another tax that supports
the school district. The proposed
tax would be on top of Measure
B1, which Alameda voters passed
in November 2016 to benefit local
schools and assesses property
owners at 32 cents per building
square foot, as well as Measure I,
a schools facilities bond passed in
November 2014 that sets a tax of
approximately $60 per $100,000 of
a property’s assessed value.
Resident Jerry Yarbrough
asked, “All children deserve a great
education, but how much are we

expected to give the Alameda public schools for our students to get
one?” in a letter to the editor in the
Alameda Sun.
Alameda County Measure C
Measure C is the Alameda
County Cares for Kids Act. The
measure intends to create a new
half-cent sales tax on transactions
for two critical measures involving
child welfare. Twenty percent of
the additional tax revenue will go
toward the Pediatric Health Care
(PHC) account, while 80 percent will
go toward the Child Care, Preschool,
and Early Education (CPE) account.
PHC will expand free and lowcost health care and emergency
services at UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospital Oakland. CPE will increase
the number of children eligible for
certain pre-kindergarten and after
school educational services. It will
also increase wages and workforce
development for child-care workers.
The tax will last 20 years if
approved. It is expected to generate $150 million in annual funds.
The tax needs a two-thirds approval vote to be enacted.
California Proposition 13
California Prop. 13 is designed
to generate $15 billion in general
obligation bonds for school and
college facility upgrades such as
retrofitting and asbestos cleaning.
Nine billion will be allocated for
preschool and K-12 schools, $4 billion for universities, and $2 billion
for community colleges.
Opponents are weary of the debt
Prop. 13 will incur. The proposition
will cost state taxpayers $740 million a year for the next 35 years.
That is $26 billion; $15 billion for
the bond and $11 billion in interest.
Prop. 13 addresses California’s
urgent need to modernize its facilities. Funds for improving infrastructure will be more evenly distributed
instead of the first-come, first-served
process that favored wealthier districts. Buildings with public safety
and health issues will be prioritized.
The proposition needs two-thirds
approval vote to pass.

Rhythmix to Mark Day
of Remembrance

Alameda’s lost Japantown inspires art, music poetry, film
Jennifer Radakovich
In the early 1900s, Alameda
was home to nearly 900 Japanese
Americans and a thriving
Japantown. Japanese-American
owned businesses bustled on
Park Street: a dry cleaner, florist, shoe repair, nursery, beauty
shops and two spiritual institutions, the Alameda Buena Vista
United Methodist Church and the
Buddhist Temple of Alameda.
Then, on Feb. 19, 1942, Executive
Order 9066 was signed by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and the
forced removal and incarceration
of 120,000 Americans of Japanese
ancestry (more than two-thirds of
who were American citizens) living on the West Coast — including
Alameda residents — became a reality. As an act of “national security,”
individuals were forced to abandon
their jobs, their homes and lives,
to be sent to one of 10 internment
camps scattered in desolate, remote
regions of the country.
No Japanese Americans were
ever charged, much less convicted,
of espionage or sabotage against
the U.S. Yet they were targeted,
rounded up and imprisoned for
years, simply for having the “face
of the enemy.”
Before World War II, there were
43 Japantowns in the United States.
Now, there are only three left in
the entire country. Executive Order
9066 is responsible for the disappearance of 40 U.S. Japantowns,
including Alameda’s. Observing
the anniversary of Executive Order
9066, Day of Remembrance commemorations are now held all
around the country, particularly
in communities on the West Coast.
Marking the Day of Remembrance
for Alameda’s lost Japantown,
Rhythmix presents a free evening
event that includes an art exhibit, a
taiko performance, poetry readings
and documentary film clips.
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Above, Najib Joe Hakim’s works transforms the devastation of war into artistic expressions as part of the
Writing on the Wall exhibit at Rhythmix Cultural Works.
K Gallery art exhibit
The Writing is on the Wall features a collection of work that
speaks to the injustices of war and
discrimination. “Poems from Heart
Mountain” show calligraphers and
visual artists working together to
portray a quiet dignity and profound insight for the beauty in life.
“May’s Letters” include onionskin carbon copies of typewritten
letters detailing observations and
descriptions of daily life in the
internment camps.

Salma Arastu bridges culture,
religion and art, bringing Arabic
calligraphy into dialogue with modern abstract painting and Najib Joe
Hakim transforms the devastation
of war into poetic photographs.
Taiko performance
The Day of Remembrance
will also present a taiko performance by Maze Daiko and Kallan
Nishimoto, with readings of the
Tachibana Ginsha’s poetry from
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