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The West Midway Project is located just north of Site A, the first site at Alameda
Point under development. Four developers vying to build the West Midway Project
presented their plans to the City Council at a special meeting last Tuesday.
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Dennis Evanosky
At a special meeting last
Tuesday, members of the City
Council listened to presentations
from four developers, each hoping
to build market-rate housing on
a site known as the West Midway
Project. The city made the 22.8acre site, north of West Midway
Avenue, available for development
by consolidating properties occupied by three supportive housing
providers — together known as the
Collaborating Partners: Alameda
Point Collaborative, Building
Futures with Women and Children
and Operation Dignity — from 34
to 9.7 acres.
The City Council approved the
consolidation of these properties

The developer
the City Council
selects will build
new housing and
infrastructure.

when it agreed on the creation
of the Rebuilding the Supportive
Housing at Alameda Point (RESHAP)
project. RESHAP, which adjoins
the West Midway Project to the
east, will allow the Collaborating
Partners to own the 9.7-acre site,
where its nonprofit developer —
Mid-Pen Housing — will build 200
replacement units and 67 new very
low- and low-income units.
The agreement created the
West Midway Project adjacent to

RESHAP. The developer that the
City Council selects will build new
housing, as well as the necessary
backbone infrastructure for the
RESHAP project.
The city received seven
responses to its request for qualifications to develop the West
Midway Project with a maximum
of 291 units. These include 260
market-rate units and 31 deedrestricted moderate-income units
and no pre-determined amount
of commercial or light-industrial
development.
The five-member inter-department team, consisting of city and
Housing Authority staff evaluated
the seven responses and invited
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Ekene Ikeme
Alameda City Council authorized the interim city manager
to work with the Alameda Social
Services Human Relations Board
to finalize the city’s Homeless
Emergency Aid Program (HEAP)
at its Jan. 15 meeting.
HEAP was established with the
passing of California Senate Bill
850 on June 27, 2018. The program was established to provide
California city governments a $500
million block grant to address
homelessness. Alameda County
will receive $16.2 million of the
$500 million allocated. On Nov.
20, 2018, the Board of Supervisors
for Alameda County approved
Alameda to receive $756,524 in
one-time funding to address the
city’s homeless issues, according
to a city memorandum.
Before the money is divided,
2.5 percent ($19,000) will be allocated for administrative costs. The
remaining $736,524 will be divided
into three categories. Ten percent
will go toward rental subsidies and
assistance, 20 percent for direct
services and 70 percent toward
capital improvement projects,
according to Ana Bagtas, the city’s
community development analyst.
City staff gave the Council recommendations on how to spend
the grant funds. For rental assistance the city would offer emergency motel vouchers and housing assistance programs. The city
plans to partner with Fremont,
Hayward, San Leandro and Union
City to establish a mobile hygiene
unit to provide direct services.
The vehicle would be equipped
with a shower and restrooms
for homeless people to use.
Councilmembers liked the idea
but acknowledged the problem
with sharing among five cities.
“Alameda possibly would get
it just one day a week, I’m guessing, since we are one of five cities
sharing it,” said Mayor Marilyn

Ezzy Ashcraft. “But you can make
due with using it one day a week.
It’s better than not at all.”
Lastly, capital improvements
involved building two public restrooms, one each on Park Street and
Webster Street, for the homeless.
However, many Councilmembers
did not like this proposal.
“It’s either going to become
something that is built and homeless people are kept away from
and so it just becomes a public
amenity for shoppers, or it’s going
to become a place where people congregate,” said Vice Mayor
John Knox White.
Councilmember Jim Oddie said
he would like to see more money
go toward housing subsidies than
bathrooms. The Council has the
authority to approve projects that
better meet the needs of the city’s
homeless population.
Other services the Council
discussed were a mobile laundromat, a drop-in center, laundry
machines at Alameda schools and
a sanctioned recreational vehicle
and car parking lot for people
who live in their vehicles.
Because the money is a
one-time source of funding
Councilmembers stressed caution
in spending the money.
“I do think we should think
big about what are the real needs
of the population that we have,”
Councilmember Malia Vella said.
“But we also need to recognize
the constraints of this funding
and think about how we are going
to provide ongoing services.”
The city must match 30 percent ($225,000) of the HEAP funds
to receive the money. All funds
must be expended by June 30,
2021.
The City of Alameda has a
homeless population of 204
according to the 2017 Alameda
County Point-in-Time report.
Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

City Selects Proposal for Reuse,
Restoration of Carnegie Library
WEST END NEWS
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Webster Street celebration
returns later this month.

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS. .  .  .
THE CITY PAGE .  .  .  .  .  .
PUZZLES & KIDS.  .  .  .  .
SPORTS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
OPINION.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
CLASSIFIED .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
LOCAL HAPPENINGS.  .
POLICE BLOTTER. .  .  .  .

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Alameda Sun
is a publication of
Stellar Media Group, Inc.
3215J Encinal Ave.
Alameda, CA 94501

Locally Owned,
Community Oriented

Sun Staff Reports
In October 2018, the City of
Alameda released a request for
qualifications (RFQ) for the rehabilitation and reuse of the long-vacant
Alameda Carnegie Library at 2264
Santa Clara Ave. and the adjacent
Foster House at 1429 Oak St. The
goal of the RFQ was to find a tenant
for the Carnegie that would provide
cultural, educational and economic
benefits to the Alameda community,
restore and maintain the historic
character of the building and provide for public use of the building as
frequently as possible.
The successful proposal re-envisions the Historic Carnegie Library
and adjacent Foster House as the
Carnegie Innovation Hall, a state-ofthe-art center for innovation combining education and entrepreneurship with the arts, performance,
music and technology. The space
will focus on educational programming during the day and provide a
venue for theater, performing arts
and other events in the evening.

The proposal should include full
restoration and preservation of the
historic library.
The proposing team is led by
Michael Sturtz, founder of The
Crucible, a well-regarded non-profit
industrial arts education center in
West Oakland. Sturtz lives just a
few doors down from the library.
Community members interested
in learning more about the successful proposal and the RFQ process
are invited to a community meeting
on Wednesday, Feb. 13, at 6 p.m. in
City Council Chambers in City Hall,
2263 Santa Clara Ave., third floor.
City staff are in lease negotiations with the proposal team. A
lease agreement is expected to
come before the City Council for
approval in the spring of 2019.
For more information about the
Eric J. Kos
proposal process, see alamedaca. Alameda’s top five spellers celebrate their acheivements at last Saturday’s spellgov/carnegie or contact Amanda ing bee. Left to right: Benji Kapelke, fourth place; Kira Hannigan, fifth place; Ella
Gehrke, management analyst, at Banchieri, first place; Elena Morishige, second place and Chandler Lau, third place.
747-6896. For more information
about the Carnegie Innovation Hall,
visit carnegieinnovationhall.org.
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5:44
5:45
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The interior of Alameda’s Carnegie Library features a
magnificent barrel vault ceiling.

Sun Staff Reports
The fourth annual Alameda
Spelling Bee held at Otis Elementary
School Feb. 2, saw last year’s third
place finisher, Ella Banchieri, take
the honor as the Island’s top speller for 2019. She and second-place
finisher Elena Morishige dueled
through spelling increasingly difficult words. The words in the final
showdown included: phenomenon,
complexion, propinquity, ricochet,
tumultuous, surveillance, aggregation (which both spellers misspelled), catastrophe, circumference, dementia and finally, scrumptious.
Thanks to a generous contribution from the Alameda Elks Lodge,
the top 10 spellers from the Bee
will be sponsored to participate in
the Alameda County Spelling Bee,
to be held on Saturday, March 16,
in San Leandro. Spellers in fourth
through sixth grades will participate in the Elementary Bee, while
the seventh and eighth graders will
participate in the Junior High Bee.
Spellers who qualified to represent Alameda in San Leandro
next month include (in order of

The Speller’s Pledge
Gene Kahane
I stand today,
And make the pledge,
To live my life,
On the cutting edge.
To read real books,
And learn great words,
And celebrate,
Being a nerd!
To do my best,
And never hurry,
A spelling warrior,
Like Stephen Curry!
performance): Ella Banchieri,
eighth grade, Lincoln Middle;
Elena Morishige, fourth grade,
Otis Elementary; Chandler Lau,
eighth grade, Lincoln Middle;
Benji Kapelke, sixth grade, Bay
Farm Middle; Kira Hannigan, fifth
grade, Bay Farm Elementary; Jacob
Song, sixth grade, Lincoln Middle;
Myles Handler, sixth grade, Lincoln
Middle; Ena Bahk-Pi, fifth grade,
Shu Ren International School;
Abhinav Mummidi, sixth grade,
Lincoln Middle and Cody Tran,
sixth grade, Lincoln Middle.

Alternates: Sid Gajare, sixth
grade, Bay Farm Middle and
Alexander Makarov, sixth grade,
Lincoln Middle.
In the local Bee, the top middle
and elementary finishers receive
medals and the top five receive
trophies courtesy of Alameda
Advertising & Recognition. Other
prizes and refreshments were provided by: Cookiebar Creamery,
La Val’s Pizza, Peet’s Coffee and
Toy Safari. Alameda Sun provided
advertising support.
The Bee is a volunteer effort
spearheaded by Alameda parent
Chuck Kapelke. His all-volunteer
team included: Michael Jonas;
Kira Foster; J.C. Johnson; the
poets laureate, Cathy Dana and
Gene Kahane, who served as the
Bee’s judges and Alameda Sun
Co-Founder and Co-Publisher, Eric
J. Kos, who served as spell master.
As the Bee got underway, Dana
had the room perform breathing
exercises to relax and reduce stress
while Kahane had the kids recite a
pledge he composed (inset).
Next year’s Bee date is already
set for Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020.

