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Date Rise Set
Today 7:14 17:30
Feb. 1 7:14 17:31
Feb. 2 7:13 17:33
Feb. 3 7:12 17:34
Feb. 4 7:11 17:35
Feb. 5 7:10 17:36
Feb. 6 7:09 17:37

Betty Young

HOMETOWN NEWS
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Take a trip and learn a ton 
through College of Alameda.

Graphic novel signing tonight 
and other fun Alameda stuff.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
Events calendar     Page 8

Learn all about a tiny but fiery 
resident of the Island City.

THE CITY PAGE
Wild Alameda         Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Yacht Club Feeds Coast Guard 
Members During Shutdown

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda’s Ballena Bay Yacht 

Club (BBYC) held an apprecia-
tion event Jan. 22 for more than 
250 local U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 
members who served without pay 
due to the government shutdown. 
An all-volunteer, non-profit orga-
nization, BBYC expected 250 to 
300 active-duty members and USCG 
retirees, furloughed contractors 
and their families to attend. 

The Coast Guard was serving 
without pay due to the partial gov-
ernment shutdown. Club members 
served a free lunch. Local busi-
nesses offered other services as 
well. Members of the public were 
invited to bring food donations 
that were contributed to Coast 
Guard families.

Sponsors included: Ballena 
Isle Marina, Grocery Outlet, Club 
Nautique, Pier 29 Restaurant, 
Costco of El Cerrito, Firehouse 

Subs, Safeway and BBYC members. 
On Jan. 15, some 42,000 active-

duty USCG members missed their 
scheduled paychecks — “the 
first time in our nation’s history 
that service members in a U.S. 
Armed Force have not been paid 
during a lapse in government 
appropriations,” said Coast Guard 
Commandant Adm. Karl Schultz. 

The government shutdown 
ended Jan. 25. Service members 
who protect the nation’s maritime 
borders, interdict smuggling, human 
trafficking and other crime, ensure 
boating safety and conduct emer-
gency rescue operations around the 
clock were among those impacted 
by the shutdown impasse. They are 
required to serve regardless of pay 
as set forth by U.S. law. 

“The men and women of the 
Coast Guard put their lives on the 
line for us every day,” said BBYC 
commodore Cindy Wagner. “These 

people are vital members of our 
community. They have bills to pay, 
groceries to buy and mortgages 
and rents that many now cannot 
afford. They deserve better than 
this. We are thankful for their tire-
less work in the Bay Area and want 
to do everything we can for them 
during this challenging time.” 

As a future shutdown is threat-
ened, BBYC will continue collect-
ing non-perishable items for Coast 
Guard families. Submit online 
donations at https://coastguard 
foundation.org. All support is 
welcome and can be funneled 
through the Chief Petty Officer 
Association Golden Gate President, 
Rick Paauwe, at 437-6624 or 
Richard.a.Paauwe@uscg.mil for any 
type of donations.

BBYC is located at Ballena Isle 
Marina, 1150 Ballena Blvd. It was 
founded in 1968. Visit www.bbyc.
org for more information.

Sally Robinson

Members of the U.S. Coast Guard, whose paychecks have been put on hold during 
the federal government shutdown received a free lunch courtesy of the Ballena Bay 
Yacht Club and its members. 

Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday
Sun Staff Reports

Before the big game starts, 
Alamedans can take part in the 
fight against hunger at the Souper 
Bowl of Caring hosted by First 
Presbyterian Church of Alameda. 
This Sunday, Feb. 3, families and 
friends gather together to watch 
the Super Bowl, feasting on snacks, 
while an estimated 40 million 
Americans are food insecure and 
struggle to put food on the table. 

“Imagine the impact we could 
make if everyone who watched the 
game gave one dollar or one can 

of food to help our neighbors in 
need,” said church member Bruce 
Johnson. “Show the world what 
it means to be a champion off the 
field.”

First Presbyterian will “change 
the game” by contributing 100 per-
cent of food and dollars donated at 
its 10:30 a.m. worship this Sunday 
to the Alameda Food Bank in an 
effort to tackle hunger.

First Presbyterian is located at 
2001 Santa Clara Ave. For more 
information call 522-1477 or write 
office@alamedachurch.com.

City of Alameda

If all goes as planned a Holiday Inn Express will stand at Park Street and Clement 
Avenue as part of the North Park Street Gateway District. 

Park Street Hotel 
Plan up for Review

Dennis Evanosky
Last Monday, the Planning 

Board held a public hearing  to con-
sider the revised plans for the con-
struction of a four-story, 96-room 
Holiday Inn Express at 1825 Park 
St., on the southwest corner of Park 
Street and Clement Avenue. The 
site once housed the Ron Goode 
Toyota dealership, which changed 
hands and moved to Oakland in 
2008. Scooter Importer currently 
occupies the site. 

The exit of Ron Goode spelled 
the end of a viable Auto Row, which 
had existed for 78 years on Park 
Street — since 1930, when Frank 
Dietz opened Dietz Motors in the 
building that morphed into today’s 
Marketplace at Buena Vista Avenue. 
Over the years dealers included 
Morris-Landy Ford — each car this 
dealership sold sported a license-
plate frame that said, “Another 
Dandy from Morris-Landy.” Harvey 
Motors sold Ramblers. Motorists 
could drive off the lot in a new 
Pontiac from Lee Adams, kick the 
tires on a new Ford at Winner Ford 
and test drive a Chevy at John 
Francis Buono’s Good Chevrolet.

In 2013 — five years after Ron 

Goode’s Toyota departed — the 
City Council rezoned the area 
along Park Street north of Lincoln 
Avenue as the North Park Street 
Gateway District. The city has 
been looking for a way to facilitate 
redevelopment of what the city 
calls “obsolete auto row proper-
ties” into a “vibrant commercial 
gateway into Alameda.”

On Oct. 26, 2017, Ganesha LLC, 
submitted a design-review applica-
tion for its Holiday Inn Express. 
Five months later on March 26, 
2018, the Planning Board held a 
study session about the property. 
The board told Ganesha that it sup-
ported the building’s Streamline 
Moderne design, which staff says 
“provides an important architec-
tural focal point for traffic entering 
Alameda.” 

At the 2018 meeting the 
Planning Board required the appli-
cant’s architect, HGRA Architects, 
to revise certain aspects of the 
plan. These revisions included: 
dressing the building in lighter 
earth-tone colors, adding trees 
to the property and transforming 
Ron Goode’s driveways into safe, 
pedestrian-friendly sidewalks, a 

change that would eliminate two 
driveways on Park Street and two 
more on Clement.

The city will require the hotel 
to provide each hotel employee 
with a complimentary AC Transit 
EasyPass. In addition, the new hotel 
must offer 24-hour complimen-
tary carpool rideshare services, 
such as Lyft or Uber, to transport 
hotel guests to and from: Oakland 
International Airport, South Shore 
Center, Fruitvale BART, Harbor Bay 
Ferry Terminal, Alameda Landing, 
Main Street Ferry terminal, as 
well as other destinations within 
a three-mile radius from the hotel.

Ganesha LLC will also provide 
four enclosed, long-term bicycle 
parking spaces and four short-term 
bicycle parking spaces adjacent to 
the hotel’s main entrance. 

Genesha returned to the 
Planning Board on Monday with its 
revised plan.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com

Council Meets in Closed 
Session this Evening

Sun Staff Reports
The City Council will meet 

in closed session this evening 
to consider the appointment or 
hiring of a new City Manager and 
a new City Attorney. 

The City Manager’s posi-
tion has stood open since 
the departure of Jill Keimach 
last March, when the Council 
placed her on paid adminis-
trative leave (“Council Votes 
5-0 to Put Manager on Leave,” 
March 15, 2018). She then left 
her position with a settlement 
agreement on May 15, 2018 
(City Settles with Keimach,” 
May 24). David Rudat has 
been serving as Interim City 
Manager since his appoint-
ment on July 24, 2018. 

“It is anticipated that his ten-
ure will end no later than Jan. 
31, 2019, by which time the City 
Council hopes to have recruited 
a new City Manager,” the city 

stated in the press release that 
announced Rudat’s appoint-
ment. Note that the date cited 
in the release coincides with this 
evening’s meeting.

The city hired executive 
search firm Roberts Consulting 
Group (RCG) to conduct a search 
for a new City Manager. 

The Dec. 1, 2018, departure 
of Janet Kern as City Attorney 
opened the door for that posi-
tion. Michael H. Roush has been 
serving as Interim City Attorney 
since Dec. 18, 2018. According to 
city records, the City Council is 
also working with RCG to recruit 
a new City Attorney. City records 
show that Roush “may work 
through June 30, 2019.”

The closed-door meeting will 
open in Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave., 
for public comments at 5 p.m., 
before adjourning to its closed-
door session.

Dennis Evanosky 
A Bay Farm resident and a union 

have appealed a December 2018 
Planning Board decision to the 
City Council. On Dec. 10, 2018, the 
Planning Board approved the build-
ing of a five-story, 175-room Marriot 
Residence Inn at 2900 Harbor Bay 
Parkway, adjacent to the Harbor 
Bay Ferry Terminal. On Dec. 18, 
Brian Tremper filed an appeal. The 
following day attorneys represent-
ing Laborers International Union 
of North America, Local Union 304 
filed a second appeal. 

At its Tuesday, Feb. 5, meeting 
the City Council will consider these 
appeals.

Tremper’s appeal addressed 
issues that include an inadequate 
traffic study for the project and the 
use of an outdated environmental 
impact report. He pointed out that 
the developer has provided one traf-
fic study for this project and that the 
study only provides an assessment 
of traffic on Harbor Bay Parkway.

In addition Tremper pointed 
out that the developer and the 
city used a 45-year-old environmen-
tal impact report (EIR) that was 
updated 32 years ago. The union 
echoed the appellant’s concern. 

“Fundamentally, the proposed 
hotel is an entirely different proj-
ect than the overall development 
plan reviewed in the 1974 EIR,” the 
union states in its appeal. 

The union also points out that 
“the project is inconsistent with the 
development plan addressed in the 
1974 EIR which states unequivocally 
that ‘[b]uildings will not ... be closer 
than 100 feet from the shore.’”

The city’s consultant 
Environmental Science Associates 
(ESA) responded to the traffic con-
cerns by pointing out that “a traf-
fic and parking analysis showed 
that the proposal would not result 
in any new or substantially more 
severe traffic impacts to the sur-
rounding area.” 

ESA addressed the EIR concern 
by stating that once an EIR has 
been certified … no subsequent EIR 
shall be prepared for that project.” 
The consultant also pointed out 
that the City of Alameda, acting as 
lead agency determined that the 
Harbor Bay Isle EIR and the sub-
sequent environmental determina-
tions EIR retained information that 
was applicable to the proposed 
project.

Appeal Filed on 
Bay Farm Hotel

City Launches New Website
Ekene Ikeme

The City of Alameda revealed its 
updated website last Tuesday, Jan. 
23, at www.alamedaca.gov. 

Not only does it have a new, bold, 
red-and-blue design, the site has 
new features designed to improve 
access, transparency, usability and 
better serve Alameda residents.

One of the cool, new features 
is the Alameda Crime Activity sec-
tion under the Police Department 
tab. This section allows visitors to 
look at a color map of where crimes 
have taken place. Each crime is 
given a logo. After clicking the logo a 
description of the crime, its location, 
time and incident number appear on 
the right side of the page. The map 
details crimes from the current date 
to the previous four weeks.

In the Alameda Crime Activity 
tab visitors can also view the 
Alameda Police Department’s (APD) 
2018 annual crime statistics report 
and the city’s hate crime policy.

Under the Your Government tab, 
visitors can view the 2018 election 
results. Under the Proclamations sec-
tion of the Your Government tab, visi-
tors can view all the city government 
proclamations of 2018 including the 
LGBTQ Pride Month proclamation 
last June and the Alameda Recycles 
proclamation last November.

Under the Residents tab, web 
visitors can view a more detailed 
city calendar. Events on the calen-
dar are divided into five subgroups: 
regular City Council meetings, pub-
lic workshops, community events, 
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