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Date Rise Set
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Lots of fun on the puzzles 
page this week. 
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All the doings  
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HAPPY  
DENTAL DRILL

 APPRECIATION DAY!

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Local Deaths

Ron Cowan died on Jan. 11 at 
his Marin County home. Ron was 
deeply committed to his family: 
his wife Shahla, his five sons and 
12 grandchildren. He 
was beloved by his 
family and treasured 
his time with them.

Ron was a self-
made man, a very 
successful business 
entrepreneur and a 
visionary.

Ron was born in 
Indianapolis, and 
moved to Alameda when he was 
in grade school. His greatest busi-
ness successes were in the City of 
Alameda. The city’s history and 
development are closely tied to 
him. In recognition of this, the City 
of Alameda named a major street 
Ron Cowan Parkway in 2004.

Ron envisioned and devel-
oped Harbor Bay Isle in Alameda 
with a beautiful setting on the 
Bay, outstanding schools and a 
strong sense of community. He 
also founded Harbor Bay Realty 
and the Harbor Bay Club that have 
served the community for four 
decades.

He is a former owner of KJAZ 
Radio. He produced the first 
San Francisco International Jazz 
Festival in 1981 from Davies 
Symphony Hall and sponsored 
many more jazz festivals over the 
next decade.

Ron was an adventurer who 
loved to travel. He was also a 

helicopter pilot. While flying over 
San Francisco Bay, he envisioned 
a greatly expanded ferry system 
to serve transit needs and to pro-

vide transportation 
service following an 
earthquake. 

This led to the 
creation of the 
Water Emergency 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority (WETA). 
In 2016, Ron was 
honored by WETA at 
the groundbreaking 

ceremony for the new Ron Cowan 
WETA Central Bay Operations and 
Maintenance Facility on Alameda 
Point.

Ron was the Chairman and 
CEO of The Doric Group. He also 
served as director of the Boys 
Club of Alameda, was a member 
of the board of directors of the 
Alameda Hospital Foundation, a 
director of the Oakland Chamber 
of Commerce and a founding 
director of the World Teleport 
Association.

The happiest times in his life 
were with his wife, Shahla Cowan. 

Ron is survived by his wife 
Shahla, his sons: Brad (Isolda) 
Scott, Greg, Kirk (Becki) and 
John; his grandchildren: Nathan, 
Josh, Daniela, Timothy, Elizabeth, 
Ester, Rachel, Ruth, Abigail, Jacob, 
Christina and Sofia; and his Aunt 
Grace and his cousins Dennis, 
Karen and Renee.

Ron H. Cowan
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Public Works Earns Honor

VA Project Leaves 
Legacy of Letdowns

Council Makes Island 
City a Sanctuary City

Richard Bangert
A legacy of disappointment con-

tinues on the aircraft runway area 
at Alameda Point. In the nearly 20 
years since the Navy ended opera-
tions there, the community has lost 
74 acres of open space. This was 
once slated to become city property, 
the possibility for a 550-acre national 
wildlife refuge and a state-of-the-art 
community hospital to be run jointly 
with Alameda Healthcare District to 
serve veterans and non-veterans. 

There is still no groundbreaking 
scheduled for the veterans’ clinic 
and columbarium. 

The only recent expenditures 
on the 624 acres of federal proper-
ty, now owned by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA), have been 
to fund landscaping over an un-
derground dump, and the manage-
ment of the endangered least terns 
that nest on 10 acres. This effort 
includes the widespread applica-
tion of herbicides and vegetation 
removal on 300 acres of pavement 
under direction of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

Mitigating the loss of wetlands 
appears to be the only planning  
underway. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice forced the removal of the com-
munity hospital from the VA’s plans 
over concerns about proximity to 
the least terns’ nesting area. The 
hospital plan never returned, even 
after the city gave up 74 acres to al-
low the remaining outpatient clinic 
and office building to move further 
away from the bird nesting area. 
The existing fiscally unsustain-
able and aging Alameda Hospital 

News Analysis

Richard Bangert

Flowers like these once thrived on the Alameda Naval Air Station runway area near 
St. George Spirits on Monarch Street before vegetation removal was done at the 
direction of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
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Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda’s Public 

Works Department was recently 
awarded American Public Works 
Association (APWA) accreditation. 
Alameda is the 115th agency to 
gain accreditation out of more 
than 15,000 public works agen-
cies throughout North America. 
Alameda is the second Bay Area 
city of equivalent size to gain 
accreditation (Palo Alto is the 
other). 

Edric Kwan, president of the 
Northern California Chapter of 
APWA, said, “The City of Alameda 
has achieved a prestigious accredi-
tation that serves as the nation-
wide gold standard in the public 
works industry.”

Accreditation followed an on-
site visit during the first week of 

August 2016. During the visit, the 
evaluation team reviewed and 
found more than 400 of the Alameda 
Public Works Department’s prac-
tices consistent with nationally 
recognized standards. In addition, 
the reviewers deemed the depart-
ment’s practices for public partici-
pation and street maintenance as 
“model” practices for other depart-
ments to follow. 

APWA agency accredita-
tion is among the Public Works 
Department’s top initiatives. These 
initiatives include the founding of 
the project management unit, imple-
menting a computerized mainte-
nance management system and staff 
gaining more training and certifica-
tion. These efforts are aimed at the 
department becoming the best pub-
lic works agency in the Bay Area.

Remember Rock ‘n’ Roll
Unique class invites locals to take a rockin’ road trip

Courtesy photo

Members of the Public Works Department and the City 
Council celebrated the department’s recent accredita-
tion at the Jan. 17 Council Meeting.

Junlin “William” Chen
Listening to and learning more 

about a favorite genre of music of-
ten evokes a sense of nostalgia. That 
is why long-time professional rock 
musician, writer and teacher, Peter 
Elman, is dedicated to sharing with 
others the history of and his experi-
ences playing rock ‘n’ roll music. 

Elman has lived in the Bay Area 
for 40 years. He has played music 
since 1963. He also has extensive 
experience teaching music history. 
He has produced more than 30 al-
bums and worked with a number of 
prominent musicians, like Nils Lof-
gren and Lacy J. Dalton.

Elman’s upcoming class “Rock & 
Roll Road Trip: Part 2” continues a se-
ries that explores rock ‘n’ roll music 
from 1955 to 1970. The class surveys 
the various styles of 1960s music 
such as surf and folk rock. Elman also 
discusses several prominent artists 
like Jimi Hendrix and the Beach Boys. 

His lessons unfold chronologi-
cally and are geographically inter-
active as they “travel” through the 
birthplaces of ‘60s music and its 
artists. Elman’s teaching style dif-

fers from most traditional methods. 
He prefers an interactive classroom 
that incorporates slides, videos, re-
cords, photographs and live music. 
He also tells stories to enhance his 
students’ in-class experience.

Moreover, Elman believes that 
his classes are unique since they 
only discuss American music with 
American artists from a specific era 
— making them different from tradi-
tional music history classes. 

Though he covers an extensive 
amount of material, there will be 
an optimal balance of breadth and 
depth of information with no rush. 

For those concerned about the 

class’ rigor, Elman gives no tests 
or grades and he assigns no home-
work. Elman believes that it’s im-
portant to have a good time while 
learning.

Elman will hold the class in the 
performance space at Rhythmix 
Cultural Works, 2513 Blanding Ave. 
The expansive and informal setting 
offers comfortable seating and a 
felicitous place to experience and 
appreciate music. 

Classes take place every Thurs-
day and will start next Thursday, 
Feb. 2 and run until March 9 from 7 
to 9 p.m. For more information, call 
865-5060 or visit www.rhythmix.org.

Ekene Ikeme
Both the City of Alameda and 

the Alameda Board of Education 
expressed their commitment to de-
clare the city and its schools a safe 
haven for individuals regardless of 
their national origin at respective 
meetings earlier this month.   

The Alameda City Council voted 
unanimously at its Jan. 17 meeting 
to declare Alameda a “Sanctuary 
City.” The vote did not include May-
or Trish Spencer because she was 
attending a mayor’s conference in 
Washington, D.C. The decision de-
clares Alameda a city that values 
the “dignity, inclusivity and respect 
for all individuals, regardless of eth-
nic or national origin, gender, race, 
religious affiliation, sexual orienta-
tion or immigration status.” 

The Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) Board of Education 
unanimously expressed its support 
of a similar resolution that would 
declare Alameda schools a “safe 
haven” for students at its Jan. 10 
meeting — the board voted on the 
resolution at its Jan. 24 meeting.  

“Following the election, fears 
that certain groups of people might 
be targeted or deported have in-
creased in our city,” said City Man-
ager Jill Keimach at the meeting. 

On Trump’s campaign website, 
it states “anyone who enters the 
U.S. illegally is subject to depor-
tation.” However, in a 60 Minutes 
interview in November he said he 
would make a determination on the 
other undocumented immigrants 
once a border wall is in place. 

Many cities around the coun-
try responded with the formation 
or reaffirmation of Sanctuary City 
status before his inauguration. Al-
ameda declaring itself a “Sanctuary 
City” means the city will not use lo-
cal services or employees to notify 
federal agencies of undocumented 
immigrants living in the city. The 
school system will do the same.

Keimach stated that the city will 
continue its police policy involving 
undocumented immigrants. APD 
Policy 428 states that it is not nec-
essary to notify Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) when 
booking arrestees at the county jail. 
It also states that no individual who 
is otherwise ready to be released 
should continue to be detained 
solely for the purpose of making 
notification to immigration authori-
ties. In addition, officers should 
not detain any individual, for any 
length of time, for a civil violation 
of federal immigration laws or a re-
lated civil warrant. ICE relies upon 
local law enforcement to arrest and 
detain undocumented individuals.

Some residents fear that such 
a policy will harbor criminals in 
Alameda. Alameda resident Brian 
Kennedy cited the case of 32-year-
old Kate Steinle, of San Francisco, 
at the meeting. Stienle died in July 
2015 in San Francisco after she was 
hit by a ricocheted bullet alleg-
edly fired by Juan Francisco Lopez-
Sanchez, an illegal immigrant from 
Mexico. 

Supporters of Sanctuary City 
policies argue that cities have local 
obligations. They say that divert-
ing local resources to support the 
enforcement of federal programs 
designed to deter or discourage 
unauthorized immigration would 
undermine community relations, 
disrupt municipal services, inter-
fere with local law enforcement or 
violate humanitarian principles. 

However, there are risks. On 
Trump’s campaign website, he 
vowed to end sanctuary cities and 
would withhold federal funding to 
cities that did not abide by federal 
mandates. 

According to Keimach, Alam-
eda spent more than $2.5 million in 
federal expenditures in fiscal year 
2014-2015. Of that, $1,343,847 mil-
lion came from the Community De-
velopment Block Grant and HOME 
program. The city spent this money 
on Alameda Point Collaborative, 
Alameda Food Bank, affordable 
housing programs and other social 
services. Some $614,374 went to 
the transportation fund for restora-
tion projects on Shore Line and Otis 
drives; $532,184 came from a SAFER 
grant used to employ six additional 
firefighters; and $17,006 came from 
a police grant used to buy addition-
al police equipment.

Keimach said because the 
money was already spent the fed-
eral government can’t ask for its 
money back, but can stop the city 
from receiving such grants in the 
future. The federal government can 
take back grant money that has not 
been used yet. Alameda received 
grants for the Jean Sweeney Park, 
Cross Trail Alameda and Central 
Avenue that have not been used 
totaling more than $9 million. The 
city also has partnerships with the 
government involving the VA Clinic 
and Columbarium, NAVY cleanup 
and the United States Maritime Ad-
ministration, allowing the adminis-
tration to use Alameda’s docks. It 
is unknown if these partnerships 
would be discontinued due to the 
Sanctuary City status. 

There is still debate whether 
Trump would have the ability to 
defund cities. Cities typically can-
not apply for federal grants if they 
have policies inconsistent with fed-
eral law. However, New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio — New York is 
a Sanctuary City — cited a 1987 Su-
preme Court case South Dakota v. 
Dole that ruled federal funds can’t 
be withheld from programs not in-
volving the specific jurisdiction of 
non-compliance. Because the non-
compliance would be from local 
police agencies, police grants could 
be the funding affected the most.

The city’s resolution initially did 
not include the term Sanctuary City, 
but before voting, the Council decid-
ed to include the term, as well as in-
cluding a requirement that the City 
Manager provide regular updates on 
any requests from the federal gov-
ernment to use city services.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@ 
alamedasun.com.

Accident Kills 
Alamedan

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda resident Jenna 

Santos, 19, died on Jan. 11 af-
ter her car hydroplaned on 
Highway 101 into fast-moving 
Outlet Creek. Her best friend, 
Natalie Griffin, survived the ac-
cident. Griffin clung to a tree for 
12 hours before she was able to 
swim to shore for help. 

The women were heading 
home after spending the day in 
Humboldt County. Santos was 
studying at Humboldt State 
University in Arcata. California 
Highway Patrol (CHP) did not 
learn of the accident, which oc-
curred about 7:30 p.m., between 
Laytonville and Willits, until 
8:30 a.m. the following morning. 

A CHP spokesperson said 
that Santos drove over an em-
bankment and into the creek. 
Friends set up a GoFundMe 
page for Santos’ family at www. 
gofundme.com/in-loving-memory 
-of-jenna-santos.


