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Economic Development 
Strategic Plan Meeting

The 21-member community 
task force assembled to help draft 
the City’s Economic Development 
Strategic Plan (EDSP) will meet 
Monday, Jan. 29, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at Alameda’s Main Public Library, 
Stafford Conference Room, 1550 
Oak St. The public is invited to 
attend as the task force reviews a 
draft of the EDSP. 

The EDSP will be the city’s long-
term (five- to 10-year) roadmap 
for business attraction, retention 
and workforce development activi-
ties, while improving the quality 
of life for Alameda residents and 
employees. 

The public will have another 
opportunity to comment on the 
draft EDSP when it is presented 
in public hearings to the Mayor’s 
Economic Development Advisory 
Panel, the Planning Board and the 
City Council. Those public hearings 

are anticipated to be held later this 
winter and early spring. 

For more information about 
the EDSP and background mate-
rials, visit https://alamedaca.gov/ 
business/strategic-plan.  

Serve on the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee

Applications are currently being 
accepted from individuals who 
are interested in volunteering to 
serve on the Alameda-Contra Costa 
Transit District’s Accessibility 
Advisory Committee. The commit-
tee reviews, comments and advises 
the board of directors and district 
staff on the implementation and 
enhancement of programs and ser-
vices for seniors and people with 
disabilities.

All vacancies and resignations 
during the 2018 calendar year will 
be filled from qualified applications 
received. The deadline for submit-
ting an application is Friday, Feb. 2.

For more information, visit 

www.actransit.org/accessibility 
-advisory-committee-aac.

Vacancy on Public Art 
Commission

The City Council is soliciting 
applications from residents who 
would like to serve on the Public 
Art Commission for a partial term 
expiring June 30, 2019. Application 
forms may be obtained from the 
Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 
2263 Santa Clara Ave., Room 380, 
by calling 747-4800, or on the city’s 
website. Interested persons are 
encouraged submit applications to 
the City Clerk by Thursday, Feb. 1. 

The Public Art Commission was 
established to incorporate public 
art and cultural programs into pri-
vate and public projects, which will 
enhance the public’s visual and 
aesthetic understanding and enjoy-
ment of the art. The commission 
meets as needed.

Call the City Clerk’s Office at 
747-4800 with any questions.

Teachers Organize 
to Protest over Pay

City Collecting Input on 
Aging Infrastructure 

Chli Cookoff is This Saturday

Dennis Evanosky
The city is inviting its residents 

to “Join the Conversation.” City staff 
is engaged in sharing a presentation 
called “Repairing Alameda’s Aging 
Infrastructure” not only at Board 
and Commission meetings, but with 
civic and business organizations, 
and at community events as well. 

As part of the dialog, city staff 
gave the presentation before the 
Planning Board at its Monday, Jan. 
22 meeting. The presentation points 
out nearly two-thirds of those living 
in the Island City approved of the 
job the city government is doing 
and of the direction the city is 
heading. Some 77 percent said that 
they are interested in local funding 
options to address the city’s aging 
infrastructure, the rising cost of 
housing and traffic congestion.  

According to the city, the bill 
for unfunded infrastructure needs 
would total $200 million, an amount 
the city could not afford to pay on 
its own. City staff has prioritized 
infrastructure needs to include: 
repairing potholes, maintaining and 
repairing public storm drains to 
keep pollution out of San Francisco 
Bay, maintaining the condition of 
neighborhood parks and improving 
traffic flow and traffic safety. 

In the presentation city staff 
pointed to Alameda’s aging storm 
drains and the problem they have 
handling heavy rainfall like we experi-
enced last winter. According to staff, 
properly maintained storm drains 
not only are key to preventing flood-
ing but offer other benefits as well.  
These include maintaining property 
values, protecting marine life and 

bird sanctuaries and conserving 
clean water in the San Francisco Bay 
and the city’s lagoons.

In the presentation staff point-
ed out that Alameda is home to 
21 community and neighborhood 
parks and beaches. Park mainte-
nance needs include not only 
upgrading and repairing park facili-
ties, such as the popular recreation 
centers, but addressing necessary 
earthquake retrofit and complying 
with American with Disabilities Act 
issues.

The report also included some 
surprising numbers. The city over-
sees some 125 miles of publicly 
maintained streets, 260 miles of 
sidewalks and 25,854,000 square 
feet of pavement. Repairing pot-
holes on these streets remains at 
the top of the list of needed repairs, 
staff reports.  

City staff hopes to hear more 
from Alameda residents about their 
infrastructure priorities. To accom-
plish this, the city is reaching out to 
neighborhood groups, boards and 
commissions, business and civic 
organizations to better address 
these needs. See the city’s letter to 
the editor on page 6. 

The city has set up an online 
community survey at www.survey 
monkey.com/r/94501. Alamedans 
can learn more at www.alamedaca.
gov/JointheConversation. In addi-
tion staff is sending a mailer to resi-
dents. The mailer includes a card 
to return to the city with priorities 
and comments. City staff wants to 
know your priorities. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Officials Dedicate Estuary Park

Rosie the Riveter 
Model Passes

Eric J. Kos
When it comes to identifying the 

inspiration for the famous “We Can 
Do It!” poster (right), an icon for 
female empowerment around the 
world, historians had to unravel a 
bit of mystery. The depiction of a 
nameless World War II-era worker 
has evolved into a depiction of the 
iconic Rosie the Riveter. Soon the 
hunt was on to find the real woman 
who inspired this image of Rosie. 

For many years, the identity of 
the woman in the polka-dotted ban-
dana was thought to be Geraldine 
Doyle, who died in 2010. 

Almost 60 years after the post-
er’s creation, it was discovered 
that a March 24, 1942, news wire 
service photograph linked to the 
poster depicted a different young 
female war worker. New informa-
tion revealed the photograph was of 
Naomi Parker of Alameda. 

Naomi was a native of Tulsa, 
Okla., born in 1921, one of eight 
children of Esther and Joseph 
Parker. Joseph worked as a mining  
engineer, which required moving his 
family around the country. The fam-

ily arrived in 
Alameda at 
the time of 
the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 
At age 20, 
Naomi and 
her younger 
sister, Ada, 
started work 
at Alameda Naval Air Station.

Naomi Parker Fraley, 96, died 
last Saturday in Longview, Wash. 
She took Charles Fraley’s name 
after they married in 1998.

Prof. James J. Kimble of Seton 
Hall University in New Jersey became 
convinced Naomi had been the inspi-
ration for the poster by Pittsburgh, 
Pa., artist J. Howard Miller. According 
to Kimble, and many others, the 
distinctive workwear shown in the 
poster match those in the 1942 pho-
tograph whose caption described 
“Pretty Naomi Parker” working a tur-
ret lathe in Alameda.

The photo was published wide-
ly the year before the poster was 
created, including in Miller’s home-
town Pittsburgh Press.

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Recreation and 

Parks Department (ARPD) held a 
grand opening ceremony for the 
new Estuary Park last Saturday, 
Jan. 20.

The eight-acre park is located at 
200 Mosley St. on the estuary side 
just east of Alameda Point and the 
Main Street Ferry Terminal. The 
park is built on land that was con-
veyed from the Navy to the City of 
Alameda in 2009. 

Several Alameda dignitar-
ies spoke at the event including 
Mayor Trish Spencer, Alameda 
Little League Board President 
Ron Matthews and ARPD director 
Amy Wooldridge. Also in atten-

dance was Stomper, the Oakland 
A’s mascot.

“These new fields are a tremen-
dous asset to Alameda’s youth 
sports community and create 
many firsts for our parks system 
— a city football field, lighted 
synthetic turf field that can be 
played in any weather, year-round, 
and a fully accessible field,” said 
Wooldridge. “The Challenger Field 
provides equal opportunities for 
all children to play sports. It is 
part of the Alameda Recreation 
and Parks Department’s compre-
hensive effort to create and sus-
tain inclusive play opportunities 
for children of all abilities.”  

The park was built on a part 

of the former Alameda Naval Air 
Station that was dormant for years. 
After a $2 million renovation, the 
park now has a lighted, synthet-
ic turf field for soccer, football, 
lacrosse and rugby, and it also has 
a synthetic baseball diamond spe-
cifically designed to be accessible 
for children with disabilities. 

Educators in this city are lowest paid in Alameda County

Dennis Evanosky

Members of the Alameda Education Association gather at the Island City Brewery on 
Tuesday before heading out to make their appeal to businesses on Park Street.

Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Education 

Association (AEA), the union that rep-
resents teachers in Alameda’s public 
school system, began reaching out to 
businesses along Park and Webster 
streets on Tuesday. Teachers wear-
ing red T-shirts visited shops in the 

city’s two major business districts. 
They asked the business owners to 
post AEA signs in their windows. The 
signs feature an anchor, the teachers’ 
campaign logo.

“Alameda educators ‘anchor’ 
the community, hence the logo and 
sign with anchor theme” said AEA 
president Judith Klinger. 

The teachers hope to convince 
Alameda businesses and their cus-
tomers to support AEA’s efforts in 
ongoing salary negotiations with 
the school district. Alameda Unified 
School District salaries are the low-
est in Alameda County, the teach-

ers point out. AEA also points out 
that a first-year teacher with family 
medical coverage takes home just 
$31,000 in that first year. In addi-
tion, teachers with five years’ expe-
rience can take home $10 to 20,000 
a year more in San Leandro, Castro 
Valley, Newark, New Haven, Dublin, 
Hayward, Fremont and Pleasanton.

“This campaign is not meant to 
be adversarial,” Klinger said. “We 
simply want to remind the public of 
the critical importance that public 
schools and teachers play in the 
future of our community.”

See related letter on page 6. 

Sun Staff Reports
For the 19th year in a row, one 

of Alameda’s long-standing service 
clubs, the Kiwanis, will host its Chili 
Cook-Off and Barbecue fundraiser 
this Saturday, Jan. 27, from 5:30 
to 10 p.m. The event offers plenty 
of fun and feasting, especially for 
those with a discerning palate for 
chili. Vote on the best chilis from 
many local entrants from 6 to 7 p.m. 
before an all-you-can-eat, back-40, 
Texas-style barbecue dinner. Dance 
in Western attire and help the 
Kiwanians further their mission to 
support those in need at the silent 
auction or in the raffle. Tickets are 
$75 for adults, or $40 for kids 5 
to 12. Get tickets at www.alameda 
kiwanis.org or by calling 523-6341.

Courtesy photo

It doesn’t get much hot-
ter than the Kiwanis Chili 
Cookoff this Saturday.

Dennis Evanosky

Dignitaries attending Saturday’s grand opening of Estuary Park included: (from left 
to right) Mayor Trish Spencer, Recreation and Parks Department Recreation Manager 
Patrick Russi, Assistant City Manager Liz Warmerdam, City Councilmember Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft, Recreation and Parks Department Director Amy Wooldridge and 
Alameda Little League President Ron Matthews.
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