
Benjamin Jenkins, 95, an 
esteemed educator, civic lead-
er, and one of the nation’s first 
Afr ican-American 
U.S. Marines, died 
in New Jersey on 
Jan. 11, 2019. In his 
near century on 
earth, Jenkins saw 
and achieved things 
that most Americans 
can only imagine or 
read about in history 
books. 

He was one of the 
nation’s first Black Marines — serv-
ing in a harshly segregated military 
to defend his country in World 
War II. He was a gifted teacher 

and educational administrator who 
helped hundreds of young people 
achieve their dreams as a teacher 

and administrator in 
the Detroit and Great 
Neck, N.Y. public 
schools. 

He was a civil 
rights activist who 
stood near Martin 
Luther King, Jr. as 
Dr. King delivered 
his “I Have a Dream” 
speech. He suc-
cessfully demanded 

equal opportunity for all in hous-
ing, education and healthcare. 
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Date Rise Set
Today 7:19 17:23
Jan. 25 7:19 17:24
Jan. 26 7:18 17:25
Jan. 27 7:17 17:26
Jan. 28 7:17 17:27
Jan. 29 7:16 17:28
Jan. 30 7:15 17:29
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Local author, local dancer 
team up in two-for-one event.
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Local students, mystery artists 
in special low-cost sale.
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Rally and march participants cross Santa Clara Avenue on their way to City Hall 
from Haight Elementary School on Monday. 

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  .  . 2
THE CITY PAGE   .  .  .  .  .  . 3 
PUZZLES & KIDS  .  .  .  .  . 4
SPORTS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
CLASSIFIED   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
LOCAL HAPPENINGS  .  . 8
POLICE BLOTTER  .  .  .  .  . 9

Alamedans March 
to Honor Dr. King

Sister City’s Students 
Pay Visit to City Hall

Suspect Sentenced for 
Local Robbery Spree

New Alameda Health Company 
Developing Brain Implants

Courtesy photo

Salam Gabran, PhD, chief scientific officer for Novela 
Neurotechnologies shows the size of one of his com-
pany’s groundbreaking brain implants designed to help 
with brain health. The implant is also shown below.

Eric J. Kos 
Novela Neurotechnologies, 

which recently opened its head-
quarters in Alameda’s Marina 
Village neighborhood, has devel-
oped brain implants to provide 
solutions in the medical field. The 
company spun off of research at 
Waterloo University in Waterloo, 
Ontario, Canada, that won a best 
microsystem design award in 2012. 

Short-term goals for Novela 
include treatments for brain and 
nervous-system disorders including: 
epilepsy, Parkinson’s and depression. 

“Novela’s technology detected 
a seizure ahead of time in 100 per-
cent of test cases.” said CEO Ray 
Iskander. “The device will then emit 
an electric pulse to counteract the 
seizure in 90 percent of cases.” 

Iskander underlines the fact that 
electrotherapeutic methods are 
also associated with minimal side 
effects compared to prolonged drug 
use or surgical treatments.

“Novela’s on-demand neuro-
stimulation solution has great 
potential to help those with neuro-
logical disorders that conventional 
drugs and surgeries fail to treat,” 
he stated.

Novela Neurotech is a medical 
technology company dedicated to 
creating solutions that anticipate, 
assist and help those affected by 

neurological conditions, substance 
abuse or simply need some help to 
get back on track, mentally.

Novela’s long-term vision is to 
enhance normal brain functions 
such as extending memory, brain 
processing speed, adding built-in 
cloud connectivity — not unlike 
being able to search the Internet 
directly from the brain — and 
expanding human senses. Iskander 
estimated his company could 
reach its long-term goals within 
the next 10 to 20 years. 

To learn more about Novela 
Neurotech, visit novelaneuro.com, 
follow @novelaneuro on Twitter, 
and Novelaneuro on LinkedIn.

Local Deaths
Benjamin Jenkins, Educator, 
Early Black Marine Passes
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Dennis Evanosky
On Tuesday, Jan. 15, Superior 

Court Judge James Cramer sen-
tenced Richard Joseph Lachaux, 27, 
to 18 years in prison for his involve-
ment in a robbery spree on June 
12, 2016, in Alameda. The Alameda 
County District Attorney’s Office 
(DA) had charged Lachaux, with 13 
felonies related to his escapade: two 
counts of first-degree ATM robbery; 
four counts of second-degree rob-
bery and four counts of attempted 
second-degree robbery. The DA 
added one count each of assault 
with a semi-automatic firearm, pos-
session of a firearm by a felon and 
evading a police officer to the list.

The charges stem from Lachaux’ 
spree in Alameda that involved rob-
bing customers at a Walgreens at 
South Shore Center, at a nearby 
Wells Fargo ATM and then  dis-
playing a weapon and robbing 
more people at Alameda Cellars 
on Encinal Avenue. (“Robber Fires 
Pistol at Local Drug Store,” June 
16, 2016). 

According to records, before his 
crime spree the courts had already 
convicted Lachaux in Alameda 
County for being a felon in posses-
sion of a firearm, in San Francisco 
for receiving stolen property and in 
Los Angeles for forgery. 

The probable-cause statement 
presented by Alameda Police 
Department (APD) Detective Alex 
Keden detailed Lachaux’ actions on 
June 12, 2016. 

n Lachaux entered Walgreens, 
fired a shot into the ceiling and 
ordered employees and customers 
to the floor. He then helped himself 
to more than $300 in cash from 
both the store’s cash register and 
a customer’s wallet. After leaving 
Walgreens Lachaux fired another 
round outside the store. 

n Lachaux then approached 
two victims at a nearby Wells Fargo 
ATM. The robber had little success 
there, however. He demanded that 
the customers withdraw money for 
him. He lost his patience when they 
were not fast enough for him and 
and tried to withdraw money with 
the victims’ cards, allowing them 
to flee. 

n Lachaux entered Alameda 
Cellars, displayed his handgun and 
ordered the employee and cus-
tomers to the floor. The employee 
handed over $500, and Lachaux 
pointed his gun at the custom-
ers while searching their pockets. 
Lachaux fired a round into the air 
as he fled.

Keden told the court that APD 
identified Lachaux using surveil-
lance videos and showing photo 
lineups to the victims. Lachaux’ 
attorney Seth Morris convinced 
the judge that Lachaux suffered 
from mental health issues and drug 
addiction at the time of the rob-
beries; a move that likely lessened 
Lachaux’ sentence. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Members of the Alameda 
NAACP Organizing Committee, the 
Coalition to Rename Haight and 
the Alameda Race Violence Task 
Force hosted a gathering and walk 
to celebrate Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day Monday. The assembly at 
Haight featured songs, readings 
from King’s works and poetry. 
Children in attendance introduced 
themselves and showed the audi-
ence the signs that they made for 
the occasion.

Those in attendance then 
marched down Santa Clara Avenue 
to City Hall to attend the program 
there. They chanted, “Two, four, 
six, eight, only love can conquer 
hate,” along the way. 

King’s enduring words, “Free 
at last” were chosen as the theme 
of the program at City Hall. King 
spoke the words, “Free at last, 
free at last, thank God almighty 
I’m free at last” on the steps of 
the Lincoln Memorial on Aug. 28, 
1963. Many regard King’s deliver-
ance of these words as a land-
mark moment in the fight for civil 
rights.

Organizers chose the title of 

King’s last book Where Do We 
Go from Here? as the theme of 
the rally and march. King based 
the title of this book on a ques-
tion he posed during a speech he 
delivered to the members of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in Atlanta, Ga., on 
Aug. 16, 1967. 

“I’ve seen hate on the faces of 
too many Klansmen and too many 
White Citizens Councilors in the 
South to want to hate, myself,” 
King told his audience less than 
a year before his assassination. 
“(Every) time I see (hate), I know 
that it does something to their 
faces and their personalities, and 
I say to myself that hate is too 

great a burden to bear. I have 
decided to love.” 

Less than eight months after 
he delivered these words, Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Martin Luther 
King, Jr. lay dead from an assas-
sin’s bullet on the balcony of the 
Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tenn. 

Organizers chose 
the title of King’s 
last book Where 
Do We Go from 
Here? as the 
theme of the rally 
and march.
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Students from Alameda’s South Korean Sister City Yeongdong-gun took a moment 
to pose with Vice Mayor John Knox White on the steps of City Hall Tuesday. 
Knox White was set to give the students a tour of City Hall and introduce them 

to the workings of city government. Other visits during the students’ stay in Alameda 
included a visit to Semifreddi’s Bakery on Bay Farm after the City Hall tour. Students 
took tours of USS Hornet on Wednesday and will tour Crab Cove this afternoon. 

Tomorrow the students are scheduled to visit the Alameda Park and Recreation 
Department’s Teen Center and then enjoy dinner at Otaez Mexican Restaurant on 
Webster Street. They’ll then wrap up their exploration of the Island City at the Pacific 
Pinball Museum. The visiting students are also learning about the America’s educa-
tion system, attending classes and enjoying lunch at the Academy of Alameda, the 
charter school on Pacific Avenue. 

In 2016, former Mayor Trish Spencer led a delegation to Yeongdong-gun, begin-
ning the process of joining the South Korean city as a sister city; on July 3, 2017, 
Alameda and Yeongdong-gun officially joined as sister cities. 


