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Alameda Sun 
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Date Rise Set
Today 7:20 17:21
Jan. 24 7:20 17:22
Jan. 25 7:19 17:23
Jan. 26 7:18 17:25
Jan. 27 7:18 17:26
Jan. 28 7:17 17:27
Jan. 29 7:16 17:28

Betty YoungBetty Young

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Event calendar        Page 8
Popcorn taste test among the 

many Island City events.

Tomorrow Youth Repertory to 
perform two influential plays.

ISLAND ARTS 
Upcoming plays     Page 4

Basketball teams face off: 
Hornets down Jets, twice.

SPORTS
Crosstown battle     Page 5

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Dennis Evanosky

A group of young women from Girls Inc. of the Island City joined the Women’s 
March held last Saturday from coast to coast. Alamedans marched to express their 
displeasure with President Donald Trump and his party’s stance on abortion.  
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Women March to 
Unseat President

1973 Measure A Pros, 
Cons Aired at Meeting

Sun Staff Reports
Project Tree Set for 2020
Following on last year’s success, 

Project Tree has announced the 
return of its Tree Care Workshop 
and $25 off Tree Coupon Program. 
This year’s workshops will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 8, from 10 a.m. to 
Noon and Sunday, March 1, from 
2 to 4 p.m. at Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, 2513 Blanding Ave. 

While anyone is welcome to 
attend the workshops, only resi-
dents of the City of Alameda with 
proof of residence may receive 
the coupon, worth $25 off any tree 
from Encinal Nursery, 2057 Encinal 
Ave., or Ploughshares Nursery, 
2701 Main St., at Alameda Point. 
The coupon can be redeemed 

from the day of the workshop until 
Tuesday, June 30. 

Project Tree is a partnership 
between the Alameda Sun and 
Alameda Backyard Growers. For more 
information, visit www.alamedaback 
yardgrowers.org/projects/project 
-tree or email questions to info@
alamedabackyardgrowers.org.

City Seeks Comment on Map
The City of Alameda has col-

lected more than 1,400 comments 
via an online map at www.active 
alameda.org that allows commu-
nity members to note where they 
notice unsafe walking and biking 
conditions, where they’d like to 
see street-safety improvements and 
where they’ve had close calls with 
vehicles. 

News in BriefNews in Brief

City Marks MLK Day
Sun Staff Reports

Rev. Betty Williams organized the 43rd annual 
celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day inside 
Alameda City Hall on Jan. 20. With around 75 

people in attendance including Vice Mayor John Knox 
White, the celebration included dance and song, 
remarks and tributes. Williams talked about the signifi-
cance of holding the event inside of City Hall. Decades 
ago when they started this celebration, they joined 
together on the City Hall steps. Then one year as they 
celebrated in the rain, they asked Mayor Chuck Corica 
if they could come inside. He welcomed them in, where 
they have celebrated with the community ever since.

The map is available in English, 
Chinese and Spanish. The public must 
provide comments by this Sunday, 
Jan. 26, to have them considered. 

“We encourage people to use 
this map to note where they’d 
like to see the city make it safer 
and easier to walk and bike,” said 
Rochelle Wheeler, senior transpor-
tation coordinator. “We also want 
to know where people have nearly 
been hit by a motorist, so we can 
get a fuller picture of the safety 
issues in the city.”

In the immediate term, the city 
is improving 16 intersections where 
child-involved collisions occurred 
last fall, and an additional nine near-
by. Work on the priority intersec-
tions started in December and will 
be completed next month. 

This includes refreshing and 
enhancing high-visibility cross-
walks, the addition of stop bars 
to encourage vehicles to stop far-
ther back from crosswalks, addi-
tional red curb at intersections to 
improve visibility (daylighting), 
and additional signage. City staff 
is now developing the next phase 
of improvements to be installed 
before the fall 2020 school year.

Navy Meeting Tonight
The Navy’s next Alameda Point 

Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) 
meeting will be held tonight, 
Thursday, Jan. 23. The meeting will 
be 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 950 W. Mall 
Square on Alameda Point.

The public is welcome to attend 
to hear updates about the Navy’s 
cleanup and talk directly with the 
Navy and regulatory agency repre-
sentatives. The meeting takes place 
in conference room 156.

For more information, see 
www.bracpmo.navy.mil or contact 
Brooks Pauly at brooks.pauly@
navy.mil or (619) 524-5268.

Alameda on Camera  
Deadline Approaching

Photographers can still enter 
Alameda on Camera, a juried, pho-
to-based, multimedia competition 
featuring 48 photographers work-
ing in 48 sections of Alameda over 
48 hours from Feb. 21 to Feb. 23. 
Apply for $50 through Sunday, Feb. 
2. Student photographers receive 
guaranteed entry and discount 
application fee of $5.

Photographers roam Alameda 
and capture images of neighbor-
hood, favorite places, secret hide-
aways and, if they choose, spotlight 
local people.

For more information and to 
apply, see www.frankbettecenter.
org/alameda-on-camera.html.

Dennis Evanosky
On Monday, Jan. 13, the Planning 

Board hosted a Measure A “work-
shop,” opening for discussion what 
many consider the city’s political 
third rail. Members of the City 
Council subcommittee addressed 
the 1973 Measure A and its 1991 
counterpart. Vice Mayor John 
Knox White and Councilmember 
Tony Daysog opened the dialog by 
thanking the board members for 
working with city staff. Planning 
Board member Alan Teague set 
the tone by explaining that only 
Alameda voters can change the 
1973 Measure A that spelled out 
the only types of building the city 
would allow and its 1991 addendum 
that imposed land-use restrictions. 

Both these measures passed 
voter muster, and the city 
enshrined them in the City Charter 
as Article 26. Subsections 1 and 
2 from the 1973 vote no longer 
allowed multiple dwelling units in 
Alameda except for those replacing 
low-cost housing under the aegis 
of the Alameda Housing Authority 
and a proposed senior-housing 
development. Subsection 3 from 
the 1991 vote defined the maximum 
housing density as “one housing 
unit per 2,000 square feet of land.” 

Teague reminded the audience 
that the Planning Board acts in an 
advisory capacity and not even the 
City Council can remove or change 
Article 26. That would be left for the 
voters to decide. He also said that the 
board is “about policy, not politics.” 

Andrew Thomas, the city’s plan-
ning director, presented the city 
staff’s evaluation of Measure A. 
He pointed out that when voters 
passed Measure A, laws that exist 
today to protect the environment 
and preserve Alameda’s housing 
stock did not yet exist. The city did 
not have a historical preservation 
ordinance. There was no design 
review, nor were public hearings 
required before a property owner 
could demolish a building. 

Thomas explained that the 
state-mandated Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation (RHNA, pro-
nounced “reena”) uses a formula 
to determine California’s housing 
needs and divides the needs among 
regions. The Association of Bay 
Area Governors then informs the 
cities in its region of the number 
of housing units it would require 
them to build. Thomas explained 
the importance of adhering to the 
RHNA requirements. 

Many of the speakers disagreed. 
They pointed to the importance 
of safety and told the Planning 
Board and staff that safety should 
override any state requirements. 
Speakers reminded board members 
that Alameda’s police officers and 
teachers can’t afford to live in the 
city where they work, presenting 

both safety and quality-of-life chal-
lenges to already overworked police 
department and school district. 

Thomas explained that adher-
ing to RHNA could require rezoning 
some of Park Street from commercial 
to residential. He pointed out that 
not a single building with ground-
floor retail and upper-floor residen-
tial units has been built on Park 
Street since 1973. Thomas shared 
examples of high-density buildings 
that rose up before 1973. All these 
suited the neighborhoods because 
they were architecturally similar. 

Two speakers told the Planning 
Board that the examples that 
Thomas presented were not realis-
tic, saying that multi-unit buildings 
rising up today did not fit their 
surroundings as Thomas’ examples 
did. They compared the new build-
ings to “styrofoam cups replacing 
sturdy heirloom wine glasses.” 

Many of the speakers supported 
possibly changing the 1973 measure, 
but pointed out that more study was 
necessary before the city allowed 
increased density. One speaker told 
the board that the city must con-
sider impacts on transportation, 
sewer, water supply and parks that 
more density would bring. Others 
stressed the importance of safety 
and asked what would happen in 
the event of a catastrophe like an 
earthquake or major fire? 

The Planning Board and staff 
listened as one speaker called 
Measure A “47 years of exclusionary 
housing.” Another speaker echoed 
the Vice Mayor’s concern that his 
children will not be able to afford to 
live in their own hometown. 

The meeting wound down with 
Planning Board members stating 
their cases. One said that Measure 
A creates barriers for city staff 
and that all neighborhoods, not 
just those on the West End, should 
share in seeing multiple units on 
their streets. Another suggested 
that the city modify Measure A to 
conform to the city’s General Plan, 
instead of forcing the General Plan 
to conform to Measure A. 

The Alameda Architectural 
Preservation Society and the 
Alameda Citizens Task Force both 
presented detailed challenges to 
the Planning Board and city staff. 
The Alameda Sun will cover both 
these organizations and their input 
in next week’s issue. 

Above, file photo; below, courtesy Google Maps

Above, 1723 Central Ave. and its neighbors as 
they appeared around 1900 when the Queen Anne 
architectural style was the prevalent building style in 
Alameda. Below, the same home at right managed 
to escape the wrecking ball while its two neighbors 
became apartment buildings in 1966 and 1970. 

Eric J. Kos
Alamedans participated local-

ly in a nationwide demonstra-
tion last Saturday intended to 
send a message of disapproval 
to U.S. President Donald Trump. 
Following in the pattern of the 
Women’s March held in 2017, 
the women aimed to send “a 
resounding message that we 
reject President Donald Trump. 
In Washington D.C., there will be 

targeted, direct actions where 
some of us will put our bodies on 
the line.”

In Alameda, women gathered 
in the Safeway parking lot on Bay 
Farm Island, marched down Island 
Drive, continued across the Bay 
Farm Island Bridge and then across 
the Main Island to South Shore 
Center where they dispersed. 
Alameda resident Felicia Roche 
organized the local protest. 

“We had a strong turn out of 
140,” stated Roche in an email. 
“The march was led by a 90-year-
old woman who happened upon us 
at the Safeway Parking lot. Many 
joined in as they saw us marching. 
It was a great day with so much 
community spirit.”

According to the Women’s 
March organizers, the event marked 
“the next step to reverse the attacks 
against our bodies and our rights.”

When voters 
passed Measure A 
in 1973, laws that 
protect the envi-
ronment and pre-
serve Alameda’s 
housing stock did 
not yet exist.

Trish Spencer


