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Sustainability Forum Tonight
Tonight, Thursday, Jan. 18, from 

6 to 8 p.m. in Council Chambers 
at Alameda City Hall, the City of 
Alameda and Community Action 
for a Sustainable Alameda (CASA) 
will host a community forum on 
sustainability. 

Participants will learn about 
two research projects completed 
by Brown University students on 
opportunities for carbon seques-
tration in Alameda. Carbon seques-
tration could slow or even reverse 
global climate change. 

The forum will also feature two 
panelists: Gil Friend, noted sustain-
ability leader and chief sustainability 
officer of Palo Alto; and Kevin Bayuk, 
senior fellow at Project Drawdown, 
“the most comprehensive plan ever 
proposed to reverse global warm-
ing.” An update on the city’s efforts 
to build resilience and adapt to 
locked-in climate impacts, including 
sea level rise will also be included.

For more information, refer to 
www.facebook.com/Community-
Action-for-a-Sustainable-Alameda-
CASA-147562388629472. 

Tubes Closed for Cleaning
The California Department 

of Transportation (CalTrans) 
announced recently that it will 
close the Posey and Webster 
tubes at night for cleaning starting 
Monday, Jan. 22.

The Posey Tube, exiting 
Alameda, will be closed from 10 
p.m. to 4:30 a.m. the following 
morning on three nights: Monday, 
Jan. 22, Tuesday, Jan. 23, and 
Wednesday, Jan. 24.

The Webster Tube, entering 
Alameda, will be closed from 10 
p.m. to 4:30 a.m. the following 
morning on three nights: Monday, 
Jan. 29, Tuesday, Jan. 30, and 
Wednesday, Jan. 31.

Questions or information 
about the closures should be 
directed to Eroluis Oseguera at 
286-3947.

Alameda Restaurant Week
Mike Lano

Alameda is in the middle of 
its first official “Restaurant Week” 
which began Friday, Jan. 12, and 
continues through Sunday, Jan. 21. 
Many of the city’s dining spots are 
participating and offering specials, 
limited-time menu items and spe-
cial pricing. 

Some of the top Island restau-
rants involved include: Trabocco, 
Pappo, Injera, Neptunes, East End, 
Dragon Rouge, Speisekammer, 
Little House Cafe, Cafe Jolie, 
The Star Pizza on Park, Angela’s 
Kitchen, Asena, C’Era Una Volta, 
Otaez, Cinema Grill, Shirasoni, 
Habanas, Forbidden Island and 
Wine & Waffles.

Alameda joins major cities like 
San Francisco, New Orleans and 
New York City that have held simi-
lar events for years. 

Submit Alameda news items for 
“News in Brief” to editor@alameda 
sun.com.

Renters Lose a 
Round in Sac’to

Local Firm Pioneers 
Hydropower Here

Community Celebrates King’s Legacy

Richard Bangert
Natel, a company at Alameda 

Point, is developing small-scale tur-
bines that can harness water flow 
to produce electricity without a 
dam. Rivers have been harnessed 
for the production of electricity 
since 1882. That’s when the world’s 
first hydroelectric dam was built 
across the Fox River in Appleton, 

Wisc. But dams are costly public 
works projects with negative envi-
ronmental consequences, including 
the flooding of vast watersheds and 
blocking fish migration. 

Natel has taken an invention 
from the dawn of hydropower 
called a Pelton Wheel and flattened 
it out. Natel’s Linear Pelton hydro-
Engine is able to capture more of 
the water’s energy than the original 
wheel design, employing a dual 
series of cups on a conveyor sys-
tem connected to a generator shaft.

It’s not the first time someone 
has tried to create small-turbine 
hydropower without a dam, but 
up until now the civil engineer-
ing cost to produce a kilowatt of 
power along with low efficiency 
has limited its use. Natel is achiev-
ing design breakthroughs that will 
allow small-scale, in-stream hydro-
power to become economically 
viable with minimal negative eco-
logical impacts.

Since moving into a hangar on 
Monarch Street in 2015, the com-
pany has built a new test facility 
on the outside of its building. At 
first glance, it’s easy to mistake the 
large pipe loops as part of a brew-
ing or distilling process used by 
neighbors along Monarch Street. 
The test facility is continuously 
cycling water through its turbine.

“Natel’s turbine technology 
enables lower project costs because 
the turbine requires little to no exca-
vation, permitting a smaller project 
footprint and significantly minimiz-
ing civil works costs,” said Meghan 
Harwood, government affairs and 
communications director for Natel. 
“This makes the hydroEngine more 
flexible in its installation options, 
more modular, and well-suited for a 
distributed approach.”

In contrast to a traditional dam, 
which requires the water to drop 
hundreds of feet to power a tur-
bine, Natel’s turbine will operate 
with an elevation drop of as little as 
10 feet. This makes existing water 
diversion systems, such as irriga-
tion canals, good candidates for 
adding the Natel system. 

The Monroe Hydro project in 
Madras, Ore., is a case study. 

Natel produced the power unit 
for a demonstration project on 
an irrigation canal there. The 
project has demonstrated com-
mercial viability. It was one of 16 
projects awarded funding by the 
U.S. Department of Energy and 
the Department of the Interior 
in 2011 to advance hydropower 
technology. 

Monroe Hydro has since been 
sold to Apple to power a data cen-
ter in Oregon. The project was fea-
tured in the 2017 HBO documen-
tary, Happening: A Clean Energy 
Revolution.

Along with testing its compo-
nents, Natel’s facility will soon 
begin analyzing its turbine’s impact 
on fish. “In conventional tur-
bines, something called cavitation 
occurs, which results in high pres-
sure differentials,” said Harwood. 
“Cavitation and the small ‘explo-
sion’ that occurs as a result is the 
leading cause of juvenile fish kills 
in conventional technology, which 
is reduced in Natel’s turbine.” 

“As we build out our new test 
facility, we will be able to do sen-
sor fish testing, which will involve 
the passing of miniature sensor 
fish, fish modules with sensors 
attached to them, through the tur-
bine to gather additional data,” 
Harwood said. 

Natel has applied for a patent 
on its hydroEngine.

“No other companies to our 
knowledge produce a similar 
machine,” said Andy Baumgartner, 
archivist and graphic designer for 
Natel.

In related hydroelectric news, 
California-based Klamath River 
Renewal Corporation will begin 
removing four hydroelectric dams 
on the Klamath River in 2020. The 
agency will restore formerly inun-
dated lands under an agreement 
whose parties include the states 
of California and Oregon, dam 
owner PacificCorp and Native 
American tribes residing in the 
Klamath Basin.

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos about Alameda Point envi-
ronmental issues on his blog https://
alamedapointenviro.com.

Natel

Natel’s hydro turbine test facility at Alameda Point. The company cycles water to 
simulate water flow on a stream or canal, turning the latest version of its turbine. 

Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Race Violence 

Task Force and the Alameda 
NAACP Organizing Committee 
chose “Now is the Time” as the 
theme for last Monday’s 39th 
annual Martin Luther King Service 
Day celebration. Marchers gath-
ered at noon at Haight Elementary 

School, where a movement is afoot 
to rename the school to better suit 
modern-day values. 

Many in the community feel that 
the school’s present-day namesake, 
Henry Huntly Haight, who served 
as the governor of California from 
1868 to 1872 and lived in Alameda, 
does not represent those values. 

Dennis Evanosky
Assembly Bill 1506 — the bill, 

cosponsored by Alameda’s rep-
resentative Rob Bonta, to repeal 
The Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing 
Act — is dead. Some 800 people 
showed up in Sacramento last 
Thursday, Jan. 11. Some spoke 
before the Housing and Community 
Development Committee. They 
voiced both support and opposi-
tion (about evenly split, according 
to one observer) to repealing the 
law that has been on the books 
since 1995. 

In the end, the bill needed four 
“yes” votes to escape commit-
tee. It tied 3-3 with one member 
abstaining. The abstaining vote 
killed the bill. 

The demise of AB 1506 means 
that Costa Hawkins will live, for 
now. The 22-year-old law places 
restrictions on municipal rent con-
trol ordinances. The law does not 
permit cities to impose rent control 
on housing built after 1995. It also 
exempts single-family homes and 
certain condos from rent control. 
In addition, cities that adopted rent 
control prior to the magic year of 
1995 are not permitted to strength-
en those ordinances. 

Assemblymember Richard 
Bloom of Santa Monica introduced 
AB 1506 last February, hoping to 
overturn Costa Hawkins. Bloom put 
the bill on hold after he received 
what the Sacramento Bee’s Angela 
Hart called, “significant pushback 
from landlords and Sacramento 

lobbyists representing the state’s 
lucrative real estate industry.” The 
California Apartment Association 
and the California Association of 
Realtors both weighed in, citing 
fears that rent control would dis-
courage developers from adding to 
the housing stock. 

Then, last Oct. 23, the Alliance 
of Californians for Community 
Empowerment joined forces 
with Mark Weinstein of the AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation. They pro-
posed a ballot initiative that would 
repeal Costa Hawkins. “Rents for 
housing have skyrocketed in recent 
years. Median rents are higher in 
California than any other state 
in the country, and among all 50 
states,” states the filing. 

The filing also points out that 
Costa Hawkins allows a landlord to 
raise the rent in any building built 
before 1995 to the market value 
when it becomes vacant and the 
law lets the landlord decide what 
market value is. 

If passed by the voters, the mea-
sure would also repeal the Costa-
Hawkins Rental Housing Act. This 
would allow local governments to 
adopt ordinances or regulations to 
govern how much landlords can 
charge tenants for renting apart-
ments and houses. 

To get a measure on the 2018 
ballot, the number of signatures 
required is 365,880. These signa-
tures must be at least 131 days 
before the 2018 general election, 
which is June 28.

(“Elementary School Renaming in 
Works,” Dec. 21). 

The march’s organizers point 
to King’s concept of the “Beloved 
Community.” They wanted to use his 
day to promote a “critical mass of peo-
ple committed to non-violent meth-
ods to bring about a world without 
poverty, hunger and homelessness 
— a world where everyone belongs.”

The marchers chanted, “Two, 
four, six, eight, only love can con-
quer hate,” on the way to City Hall.

When the march reached its des-
tination, Mari Perez-Ruiz challenged 
those in attendance to live up to 
King’s ideas. “We need to actively 
work to honor Dr. King on housing 
policy,” she said. 

Art at City Hall Open to Public
Photo & Story by Dennis Evanosky

Last Friday, as part of the Second Friday Artwalk in 
Alameda, Alameda City Hall debuted the first-ever 
art exhibition on its walls. A joint effort of the City 

of Alameda and the Chamber of Commerce, Art at 
City Hall was inspired by Mayor Trish Spencer and her 
appreciation for the local arts community. Above, artist 
Michael Sibio takes a moment to stand with his piece, 
“Black and White Butterflies.”

Jenya Cassidy

Rasheed Shabazz, center, with megaphone, led the 39th annual march during the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration in Alameda.


