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Date Rise Set
Today 7:23 17:15
Jan. 18 7:22 17:16
Jan. 19 7:22 17:17
Jan. 20 7:22 17:18
Jan. 21 7:21 17:19
Jan. 22 7:21 17:20
Jan. 23 7:20 17:21

Betty Young

Kiwanis Chili Cookoff among 
the events coming up soon.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
Event calendar       Page 8

HEALTH MATTERS
Bench marked     Page 12

Meditation group sets aside 
bench for quiet reflection.

Scouts went to the movies, 
collected for local shelter.

GOOD DEEDS
‘Movie Day’             Page 4

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Marla Koss
Alameda Backyard Growers

Project Tree was created 
in 2016 when the publishers of 
the Alameda Sun, alarmed at the 
decline of Alameda’s urban cano-
py post-drought, offered Alameda 
Backyard Growers (ABG) $1,000 
to buy and plant some trees. A 
fledgling program was designed to 
purchase and plant fruit and shade 
trees in private yards around town. 
Project Tree Phase 1 eventually 
proved itself a success by putting 
34 new trees in Alameda soil.

In 2019 Project Tree is returning 
with Phase 2. This phase includes a 
new enticement for residents with 
room to plant a tree: a coupon 
good for $25 off the price of a tree 
purchased at Encinal Nursery or 
Ploughshares Nursery from Jan. 26 
to June 30. 

Coupons can be picked up 
after attending the next Project 
Tree Workshop set for Saturday, 
Jan. 26, from 10:30 a.m. to noon 

at Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding Ave. Proof of City of 
Alameda residency will be required 
(a recent utility bill, driver’s 
license, car registration, property 
tax receipt, posted mail or bank 
statement with name and address 
of the applicant). Supply of cou-
pons is limited; limit one coupon 
per Alameda residence.

Besides the coupon, the Project 
Tree Care Workshop will offer infor-
mation on choosing a tree, proper 
tree placement, planting and gen-
eral care. Online tree care informa-
tion will also be available as a free 
download. 

“From newspapers, we shall 
make trees,” said Sun publisher, 
Eric J. Kos. “We’re doing what we 
can to offset our carbon footprint 
through another donation to ABG 
in support of Project Tree.”

For more information, visit the 
ABG website at alamedabackyard 
growers.org or email alameda 
backyardgrowers@gmail.com with 
“Project Tree” in the subject line.

Project Tree to Enter Phase Two

Credit Union Provides Support 
Sun Staff Reports

In response to the current 
government shutdown, Sea West 
Coast Guard Federal Credit Union 
is offering interest-free payroll 
loans to active-duty, retired and 
civilian Coast Guard members in 
order to help them through any 
financial difficulty they may face 
as a result of working without pay.

“The hard-working men and 
women of the United States Coast 
Guard are being seriously affected 
by the government shutdown,” 
said Tom Doherty, president and 
CEO of Sea West. “With a pay-
day scheduled for Jan. 15, many 
of our service personnel will not 

be receiving paychecks and are 
worried about paying basic bills. 
Our organization was founded spe-
cifically to serve and support the 
Coast Guard and we will do all 
within our power to support them 
during this time.” 

Sea West’s long-standing policy 
has been to offer zero-percent, 
direct-deposit loans to its mem-
bers during government shut-
downs, but with the current situa-
tion occurring over the holidays, it 
is extending its policy to cover any 
qualifying Coast Guard member. 

“As a division of Homeland 
Security, the Coast Guard is still 
actively taking care of us, despite 

not getting paid,” said Doherty. “If 
you’re a member in good standing, 
we’re going to make things work 
for you.”

Coast Guard members are 
advised to visit a Sea West branch 
or call 800-732-9378 for more infor-
mation. Sea West has two local 
branch locations, including right 
outside the base on Coast Guard 
Island in Alameda and at the Coast 
Guard training facility in Petaluma.

Sea West was founded in 1959 
on Coast Guard Island by Coast 
Guard personnel to serve the U.S. 
Coast Guard. A federally chartered 
Credit Union, Sea West is a non-
profit, cooperative organization.

Coast Guard can receive financial help amid shutdown

City Works to Plan 
Sustainable Future

APD Hosts Coffee Talk

Council Ponders What to 
Do with Legal Marijuana 

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda City Council con-

ducted a public hearing to listen to 
Alameda residents’ input on pro-
posed amendments to the city’s 
Municipal Code involving cannabis-
related business at its Jan. 15 meet-
ing. If the Council decides to make 
amendments to the city’s cannabis 
ordinances, it would repeal ordi-
nances 3227 and 3228 that involve 
the regulatory and land-use aspects 
of marijuana business in the city 
and create two new ordinances. 

Ordinance 3228 deals with 
the land-use zoning of potential 
marijuana businesses. The new 
ordinance would amend Alameda 
Municipal Code Section 30-10 for 
dispensaries to include C1 (neigh-
borhood business) and CM (com-
mercial manufacturing) districts. 
The purpose of the C-1 district is to 
“serve residential areas with con-
venient shopping and service facili-
ties,” according to a city memo-
randum. Permitting cannabis retail 
sales in the C-M district “could be 
complementary to the general com-
mercial facilities and light manu-
facturing uses permitted in that 
district.”

The change would also remove 
the dispersion requirement that 
stated dispensaries must be located 
at least one mile from each other. 
The Planning Board felt that the dis-
persion requirement was not a land- 
use issue, but a regulatory issue.

Ordinance 3227 involves the 
regulatory rules of marijuana 
businesses in Alameda. The new 
ordinances would amend Alameda 
Municipal Code Article XVI 
(Cannabis Businesses) of Chapter 
VI (Businesses, Occupations and 
Industry). The first proposed 
change would remove the cap on 
the number of testing laboratories 
in the city. The current ordinance 
caps the number of testing labs 
at two. 

The new ordinance would also 
seek to double the number of 
storefront dispensaries from two 
to four. The two new businesses 
must require delivery and be open 
to the public. 

By removing the dispersion 
rule, the proposed ordinance 
would permit two dispensaries east 
of Grand Street and two west of 
Grand and does not make a distinc-
tion between the types of retail 
dispensary.

Another change would maintain 
the 1,000-foot buffer zone between 
marijuana businesses and public 
and private schools, however it 
would also reduce the buffer zone 
to 600 feet from all other sensitive 
uses, including youth centers, day 
cares and tutoring centers.

There would also be a change to 
the definition of a youth center. The 
new definition would not include 
buildings, locations or facilities 
where programs, activities or servic-
es are offered at private residences, 
involve physical fitness, martial arts 
or combat sports, cultural or similar 
education or are offered for fewer 
than five hours per day each day the 
location is open.

Tutoring centers would be defined 
as any enterprise, whether or not for 
profit, that operates in a commercial 
building or structure the principal use 
of which is to offer instruction of any 
kind to support academic instruction 
of K-12 students.

Nursery and manufacturing 
applications would be accepted 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The previous ordinance accepted 
bids based on qualifications of the 
potential business owner.

Lastly, outside businesses need 
an Alameda business license to deliv-
er in Alameda. Before there was no 
such law for outside businesses. 

Alameda began accepting bids 
for marijuana-related business in 
the city last year.

Sun Staff Reports
The City Council is solicit-

ing applications from residents 
who would like to serve on the 
Recreation and Park Commission, 
the Social Service Human 
Relations Board (SSHRB), and 
the Transportation Commission. 
Application forms may be obtained 
from the Office of the City Clerk, 
City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave., 
Room 380, by calling 747-4800, or at 
alamedaca.gov. 

Potential commissioners are 
encouraged submit applications to 
the City Clerk by Thursday, Jan. 31. 
Call the City Clerk’s Office with any 
questions. 

The Recreation and Park 
Commission advises the Recreation 
and Park Director, City Council and 
Board of Education on all matters 

pertaining to community recreation 
programs, activities and facilities. It 
meets the second Thursday of each 
month, at Council Chambers, City 
Hall 2263 Santa Clara Ave. at 7 p.m. 

The SSHRB meets the fourth 
Thursday of each month, except for 
a combined November-December 
meeting on a different day due to 
holidays, at 7 p.m. in City Hall. The 
board assesses and reports on the 
social service needs of the com-
munity. 

The Transportation Commission 
meets the fourth Wednesday of 
every other months at 7 p.m. in 
City Hall. The commission advises 
the City Council on transporta-
tion policies and develops trans-
portation plans. The commission 
also monitors implementation of 
approved plans and policies.

City Needs New Commissioners

City of Alameda

The City of Alameda released this map designating portions of the Main Island’s 
shoreline that need attention in the event of sea level rise.

Patrick Pelegri-O’Day
Alameda is accepting the 21st 

century challenge to create a city 
that is healthy, inclusive and resilient. 
Some challenges the Island City faces 
include traffic, high housing costs, 
aging infrastructure and increasing-
ly, the impacts of climate change. 
Alamedans have experienced three 
major wildfire smoke incidents in 
the last 15 months, including weeks 
of unhealthy air quality due to the 
recent Camp Fire. Less visibly, the 
San Francisco Bay is gradually rising, 
threatening our shoreline parks, busi-
nesses and homes. 

Alameda already faces flooding 
risk during king tides and large 
storms. As time goes on and the 
sea level rises, flooding will become 
more frequent, and large storms 
will inundate areas that haven’t 

flooded  at all in the psat. The 
effects in Alameda are shown on 
the accompanying maps, which 
show 36 inches of sea level rise 
above current high tide, a scenario 
that is possible within 50 years. 
The climate risks that used to be 
abstract are now real, and include 
other climate change impacts like 
fire, heat and drought. 

In the face of these great chal-
lenges, Alameda is not standing 
still. The City Council unanimously 
kicked off the development of a 
Climate Action and Resiliency Plan 
to further reduce Alameda’s green-
house gas emissions and increase 
resilience to climate change 
impacts. The plan addresses both 
physical and social aspects of 
resilience, understanding that not 
everyone is affected in the same 
way by heat, smoke or flooding. 
Through this plan, Alamedans will 
have an opportunity to improve the 
city and make sure Alameda thrives 
in the years ahead despite the chal-
lenges it faces. 

One of the core pieces of the 
plan is reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. These emissions are 
important because they drive 

climate change. The more green-
house gases in the atmosphere, 
the more floods, wildfire smoke 
and heat waves will transpire. If 
global emissions don’t fall quickly, 
San Francisco Bay will eventually 
rise so much that most of Alameda 
will be under threat. In response, 
Alamedans are reducing their car-
bon footprint by walking, biking 
and using transit more instead of 
driving alone.

Residents and businesses are 
reducing single-use plastics such 
as straws, recycling and compost-
ing more and electrifying where 
they can. The Climate Action and 
Resiliency Plan will address what 
more needs to be done, and decide 
how ambitious the city aims to 
be in cutting greenhouse gases. 
Some strategies will be low cost 
or even pay for themselves. Many 
also will advance other community 
priorities such as reducing traf-
fic, improving air and water qual-
ity and enhancing Alameda’s open 
spaces. But some may be difficult 
and expensive. 

Everyone will play a part in 
meeting this challenge to make 
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Photo & story by  
Dennis Evanosky 

Alameda Police Department’s 
(APD) Crime Prevention Technician 
Michaelia Parker, left, spoke with 
local businessman Tom Bierly 
during last Tuesday morning’s 
Coffee with a Cop at the West End 
Starbucks. Parker staffs APD’s 
crime-prevention unit, C.O.P.P.S., 
which stands for Community 

Oriented Policing and Problem 
Solving. The coffee klatsch offered 
residents the opportunity to speak 
with police officers, ask them ques-
tions and voice their concerns 
about crime in the city.

Bierly said that he found “Coffee 
with a Cop” an ideal way to speak 
with members of APD in a relaxed, 
atmosphere, rather than in an emer-
gency situation that many are used 

to when dealing with APD. “I am 
getting my questions answered and 
things explained better here over 
a cup of coffee, than I would have 
during an emergency,” Bierly said. 

Officers from the Hawthorne 
Police Department in Southern 
California started Coffee with a Cop 
in 2011 as a way to interact more 
successfully with the Hawthorne’s 
residents.


