
Vol. 15 b No. 16
Jan. 14, 2016

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  .  . 2

FUR, FINS & FEATHERS  .  . 4

OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

PUZZLES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

EVENT CALENDAR  .  .  .  . 8

CLASSIFIED   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9

SPORTS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

HOMETOWN 
NEWS
Police Blotter  
page 3

All the doings  
of Island safety 
& law personnel

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 07:24 17:12
Jan. 15 07:24 17:13
Jan. 16 07:23 17:14
Jan. 17 07:23 17:15
Jan. 18 07:23 17:16
Jan. 19 07:22 17:17
Jan. 20 07:22 17:18

Alameda Sun

#116 by JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Discover the fascinating story 
of the Mt. Lowe Railway

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
History Talk        Page 8

HOMETOWN NEWS
Retiree’s story      Page 9

Longtime trash collector 
reflects on his career.

Middle School volleyball team 
raises funds for cancer.

GOOD DEEDS
Young donors     Page 10

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
And Sudoku        Page 7

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

IT’S INTERNATIONAL 
KITE DAY!

Sun Staff Reports

Scholarship Applications 
Available

Applications are now open for 
the $5,000 Ken and Shirley Van 
Sickle Scholarship. This college 
scholarship is open to graduating 
seniors from the city’s public high 
schools who are also residents of 
Alameda. Selection is based on a 
combination of academic achieve-
ment, leadership ability and finan-
cial need.

The scholarship is named in 
honor of Ken and Shirley Van 
Sickle, two distinguished educa-
tors who together devoted over 50 
years to the education of Alameda’s 
students. Now in its 29th year, the 
scholarship was established by 
their son Keith, a 1976 alumnus 
of Alameda High who later earned 
degrees at Stanford and Harvard.

Last year the scholarship was 
awarded to Edylwise Romero of the 
Alameda Science and Technology 
Institute. Edylwise is currently 
enrolled as a freshman at Carleton 
College in Minnesota.

The deadline for applications is 
Feb. 20; the award will be made in 
May. Application forms are avail-
able from each high school’s coun-
seling office.

Beloved office manager 
retires from Lum School
On Dec. 17 students and staff at 

Lum Elementary School bid their 
office manager Vickie Levitch a 
fond farewell. Principal Lawrence 
Gotanco called Levitch the school’s 
hero and ally. 

“Vickie will be leaving us to 
embark on an exciting new phase 
in her life journey,” Gotanco said   
“I can personally attest to the fact 
that for our school, she has been a 
smiling face, a hearty laugh, a com-
forting guide, a calming presence, a 
dedicated professional, a passion-
ate advocate.” 

“I know that I speak for every-
one at Lum when I thank Vickie for 
sharing her gifts and her heart with 
us,” Gotanco said. “You have left 
your mark on us, and for that, we 
will always be grateful.” 

Levitch has been working at 
Lum since Aug. 12, 2003.

County Transportation 
Commission hosts workshops

Alameda County Transportation 
Commission has joined with transit 
partners AC Transit and Livermore 
Amador Valley Transportation 
Authority/Wheels to host trans-
portation open houses in Oakland, 
Hayward and Fremont this month. 
These open houses will provide 
opportunities to learn more about 
and discuss public transit, major 
streets and roadways, trucking, 
goods movement and shipping.  

The first open house will be 
held this evening, Thursday, Jan. 
14, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
transportation commission head-
quarters, 1111 Broadway, Oakland. 
The commission will host a second 
open house from 10 a.m. to noon, 
Saturday, Jan. 23, at Hayward City 
Hall, 777 B St., Hayward. A third 
open house is scheduled from 2 to 
4 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 31, at Fremont 
Library, 2400 Stevenson Blvd., 
Fremont. 

The commission is in the pro-
cess of updating the countywide 
transportation plan, a performance-
based, long-range plan through 2040 
for Alameda County’s multimodal 
transportation network and seeks 
public input on transportation proj-
ects and program priorities.

Ballet fundraiser at Trabocco
For the second year, Alameda 

Civic Ballet has joined Trabocco 
Kitchen & Cocktails at South Shore 
Center for a fundraiser. On Monday, 
Jan. 18, the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
holiday patrons can come for lunch 
or dinner (or anything in between), 
mention the ballet and Trabocco will 
donate 10 percent of your bill to 
Alameda Civic Ballet. This fundraiser 
raised a significant amount last year, 
and we hope you can help us again 
this year. Reservations at the restau-
rant are recommended; call 521-1152.

AHS Student Ventures to Peru
Last summer Alameda High 

School student Andrew Zhen

Dr. Arthur Lipow, 81, of Alameda, 
passed away peacefully on Jan. 6, 
2016, with his wife Gretchen by his 
side. Dr. Lipow grew up in Southern 
California and attended high school 
in Pasadena. He received his B.A. 
in sociology from 
UCLA in 1955. He 
then studied under 
Professor Seymour 
Martin Lipset at UC 
Berkeley, where he 
received a Ph.D. in 
political sociology 
in 1969.  

Dr. Lipow was 
a rigorous intel-
lectual historian 
and academic. He 
was highly influ-
enced by his friend 
Hal Draper, who wrote a classic 
pamphlet of democratic socialism, 
The Two Souls of Socialism, which 
inspired Arthur to write his Ph.D 
dissertation, later published by the 
University of California Press, as 
Authoritarian Socialism In America: 
Edward Bellamy and the Nationalist 
Movement. Bernard Crick, biogra-
pher of George Orwell, praised it 
as a guide to the real meaning of 
democratic socialism – “the kind of 
socialism one wants.” While writing 
his thesis, he also served as a pri-
mary caregiver for his three young 
children, who frequently cajoled 
him to stop typing and take them to 
the merry-go-round and pony rides 
in Berkeley’s Tilden Park.  

In the 1970s, Dr. Lipow moved to 
England, where he was a member 
of the Labour Party and an active 
participant in European Nuclear 

Disarmament (END). He was a 
founder of “Charter 88,” the British 
constitutional reform movement 

which proposes a 
democratic Bill of 
Rights for Britain. 
He was formerly 
director of the 
Michael Harrington 
Center at Birkbeck 
College and then 
co-founding execu-
tive director of 
Labour and Society 
International in 
London. 

The Harrington 
Centre was funded 

by City University of New York, 
and chaired by the late President 
of CUNY and former Peace Corps 
Director in Ethiopia, Professor 
Joseph Murphy. Among its other 
projects, the Centre initiated a pro-
gram to assist the development of 
higher education in Africa, spon-
sored by UNESCO and the United 
Nations Development Project 
(UNDP). 

Dr. Lipow organized and par-
ticipated in an international confer-
ence in Ethiopia in 1992, sponsored 
by UNESCO and UNDP, to further 
cooperation between institutions 
of higher learning North and South. 
He published five books, including 
Authoritarian Socialism in America: 
Edward Bellamy and the Nationalist 
Movement; Political Parties and 
Democracy; Neither Capitalism nor 

Arthur Lipow Passes

Joe Woodard

Art Lipow

Local Deaths
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News in Brief

srmErnst Development Partners 

This drawing of plans for the “Taxiway” shows part of a timeline along the walkway 
intended to remind and educate the public about the history of the former Naval Air 
Station. This particular part of the timeline recalls Benton Field, an airstrip used by 
the United States Army Air Corps. 

Point Developers 
Present New Plans

Richard Bangert
Alameda Point Partners (APP) 

has been working with design con-
sultants, park planners, a Planning 
Board subcommittee and city staff 
to prepare detailed designs for 
the individual buildings and parks 
within Site A.  

APP has submitted an applica-
tion for design review for a 2.63-
acre Phase 1 of the waterfront 
park along the northern edge of 

the Seaplane Lagoon that is in-
tended to be constructed concur-
rent with Block 11. 

APP has designed Phase 1 Wa-
terfront Park to provide a variety of 
spaces for recreation. The design 
also focuses on ways for the public 
to appreciate the views of the San 
Francisco skyline and the historic 
row of seaplane hangars at the en-
trance to the Historic District, 
along the Seaplane Lagoon.

The plans went before the Plan-
ning Board on Monday. The Rec-
reation and Park Commission is 
scheduled to review them this eve-
ning, Thursday, Jan. 14, at 7 p.m. at 
City Hall. The public is invited to of-
fer comments.

See more information about 
the plans at https://alamedapoin-
tenvironmentalreport.wordpress.
com/2016/01/11/waterfront-park-
plans-public-comment-welcomed.

City Council Agrees  
to Extend Moratorium

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda City Council voted 

unanimously to extend an urgency 
ordinance prohibiting residential 
rent increases of 8 percent or more 
and “no-cause” evictions for 60 days 
at its meeting Jan. 5.

Stipulations of the moratorium 
state that rents for multi-family build-
ings built before 1995 cannot be in-
creased 8 percent or more. This cap 
on rent increases is cumulative and 
takes into account rent increases im-
posed within the last 12 months. In 
addition, actions to terminate a ten-
ancy, such as evictions, are limited to 
certain “for cause/no fault” reasons 
such as non-payment of rent, illegal 
activity, moving in a family member 
or going out of the rental business.

The council meeting lasted well 
into the early hours Wednesday 
morning, Jan. 6. After unrelated 
agenda items were discussed, the 
council switched gears to the rent in-
crease issue. Landlords, renters and 
city staff all were given a chance to 
speak, which caused the meeting to 
run long, but the mayor was not con-
cerned with the elongated meeting.

“Everyone worked overnight, un-
til the early hours of the next morn-
ing, to move this issue forward,” said 
Mayor Trish Herrera Spencer. “Coun-
cil continues to act unanimously to 
reach a fair resolution to this com-
plex, important issue. I applaud our 
community, Council, and staff for 
their hard work and dedication.”

Along with extending the exist-
ing moratorium, the Council reached 
a consensus on what policies and 
procedures they would like to see in 
a long-term ordinance. The Council 
asked city staff to include the follow-

ing provisions: requirement of land-
lords to offer tenants an initial one-
year lease, limiting rent increases to 
no more than once per year, no cause 
evictions permitted with limitations, 
provide tenant relocation assistance 
for certain type of evictions, prepare 
and approve a Capital Improvement 
Plan prior to evicting tenants for 
substantial rehabilitation, monetary 
penalties and enforcement, and an 
annual review of the ordinance and a 
sunset provision. 

Other stipulations Council 
asked to be included require all 
residential rental property owners 
to initiate the Rent Review Advi-
sory Committee (RRAC) process 
if they seek rent increases of more 
than 5 percent and for binding ar-
bitration if both sides do not reach 
agreement. The binding arbitration 
would only apply to multi-family 
rental units built before Feb. 1, 
1995, pursuant to state law. 

The new ordinance will be pre-
sented to the council at the Feb. 16 
council meeting. The Council decided 
to extend the rent moratorium after 
the previous one was about to expire. 
The previous moratorium, enacted at 
the Nov. 4 special Council meeting, 
was designed to last 65 days. 

The Nov. 4 meeting, however, will 
not be remembered for the first tem-
porary ordinance, but for the melee 
that it produced. Two people were 
arrested, including Bob Davis who 
was left bloody after officers dragged 
him to the ground, and a city staff 
member was severely injured.

For more on the moratorium and 
the current rent review process, visit 
http://alamedaca.gov/city-hall/rent-
review-advisory-committee-rrac.

Council Moves Point Forward

Dennis Evanosky
The California Bureau of Real 

Estate has filed a complaint against 
Alameda landlord Don Lindsey. As 
a founding member of Alamedans 
for Fair Rents, an organization of the 
city’s property owners and managers, 
Lindsey has stood front and center in 
the recent rent debate in the city.

The complaint, which the bureau 
filed on Dec. 16, 2015, alleges that 
Lindsey and his company, Lindsey 
Properties, Inc. failed to properly 
deposit money received from ten-
ants in the proper trust accounts. 
The bureau alleges that at the time 
of its audit — from Jan. 1, 2013, 
and Oct. 31, 2014 — Lindsey’s trust 
account was $72,465. 52 short. 

Lindsey said in a statement he 
released in response to this allega-
tion that the bureau’s investigators 
do not properly understand Yardi, 
the property management software 
that his company uses. He said that 
his company has always maintained 
a trust account for clients’ money, 
separate from all other accounts 
and “at no time were any monies co-
mingled or used in any way other 
than accepted practices.” 

The complaint also alleges that 
Lindsey’s company failed to recon-
cile the trust account on a monthly 
basis as required by law. Lindsey 
said that his company’s certified 
public accountant has reconciled 
every bank statement for his cli-
ents’ trust accounts back to 2008 
and noted no irregularities. 

In addition the complaint accus-
es Lindsey and his company of fail-
ing to maintain hard copies of his 
trust account checks, of allowing 
two unlicensed persons to make 
withdrawals from the account and 
of failing to disclose Lindsey’s bro-
ker license number on the com-
pany’s website. 

Lindsey countered by pointing 
out that the bank no longer pro-
vides hard copies of checks, that 
he did not realize the names of cur-
rently unlicensed persons remained 
on the account and that his license 
number was not on the website. 

He pointed out that he listed his 
family members as signatories on 
the original trust account, and that 
they were licensed when he listed 
them.  He said that he had forgot-
ten that they were on the account. 
He referred to issues like not having 
his broker license number on the 
website as “small procedural items 
which we have answered.”

The hearing is scheduled for 9 
a.m., Monday, March 7.

Dennis Evanosky
While the marathon City Council 

meeting focused largely on the 
rental crisis in town (see story on 
this page), the 10-and-one-half hour 
session that began with a closed 
session at 5:30 p.m. and recessed 
at 3:59 a.m. covered other topics. 
These included two that touched 
on Alameda Point. 

Councilmembers first met in 
closed session to hear updates on 
negotiations with various employee 
organizations, including those that 
represent non-sworn employees of 
the police department, electrical 
workers and managers. 

Matt Davis then addressed the 
Council to alert the community of 
the 1,200 additional private jets 
that will fly into the Bay Area for 
the Super Bowl on Feb. 5. Davis 
said that between 400 and 500 of 
these planes will fly into Oakland 
International Airport. It’s possible 
that President Barack Obama will 

also fly into one of the Bay Area 
airports that weekend as he may 
attend the Super Bowl. Davis told 
the Council that he has been work-
ing with city staff to mitigate the 
effects the air traffic might have on 
Alameda, especially on Bay Farm 
Island.  

The City Council also approved 
a four-year lease with rights to four 
five-year extensions to Google, Inc. 
for use of Building 400A on West 
Tower Avenue, just west of the han-
gars along Seaplane Lagoon. This 
marks an extension of Google’s 
presence on Alameda Point. The 
Internet giant owns Makani Power, 
which has had a presence on the 
Point since 2006 and which Google 
acquired in 2014. The Alameda Sun 
will cover this story in more detail 
in next week’s edition. 

As part of the consent calen-
dar, the Council took one more 
step in cleaning up Alameda 
Point. It awarded a contract that 

Well-Known 
Local Landlord 
Faces Charges 
over Deposits

totaled $601,700 to Asbestos 
Management Group of California, 
Inc. “for the demolition, clean-
up and disposal of 16 vacant 
residential structures on Orion 
Avenue, Stardust Place, and Pearl 
Harbor Road.”

The money to pay for the proj-
ect will come from the city’s Base 
Reuse Fund. According to city staff, 
this fund has $2 million of available 

unreserved funds on its books — 
sufficient to cover the cost of this 
project. 

City staff does not anticipate 
any money from the General Fund 
would be necessary to cover the 
cost of demolishing these build-
ings that once housed enlisted 
Navy personnel and their families. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at 
editor@!alamedasun.com.


