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HAPPY

OYSTERS  
ROCKEFELLER DAY
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Date Rise Set
Today 7:25 17:08
Jan. 11 7:24 17:09
Jan. 12 7:24 17:10
Jan. 13 7:24 17:11
Jan. 14 7:23 17:12
Jan. 15 7:23 17:13
Jan. 16 7:23 17:14

Betty Young

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Event Calendar        Page 8

Cross Currents and other 
exhibits opening this Friday.

Learn about the namesake of 
university, Alameda street.

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
Yale Drive           Page 12

Only in Alameda does  
Restaurant Week last 11 days.

THE CITY PAGE
Restaurant Week    Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Linda Carloni 
Alameda Backyard Growers

Majestic stands of Live Oak 
trees once thrived on Alameda, 
along with willows and other spe-
cies. Development and the passage 
of time have taken many historic 
trees, but some remain and many 
have been replaced, as Alameda 
values its urban forest. Designated 
a Tree City USA in 2011, Alameda 
protects its oaks and other heritage 
trees by restricting their removal. 

But more trees are needed. 
Adding trees to Alameda and pro-
tecting current trees improves our 
environment and our well-being: 

n Trees help mitigate climate 
change. Urban trees store carbon 
within their tissues and reduce car-
bon emissions from power plants 
by reducing energy use in build-
ings. Urban trees in the contiguous 
United States directly store 770 mil-
lion tons of carbon. When planted 

near buildings, trees can cut air 
conditioning use by 30 percent, 
and, according to the UN Urban 
Forestry office, reduce heating 
energy use by a further 20 to 50 per-
cent. One large tree can absorb 150 
kilograms of carbon dioxide a year. 

n Trees improve air quality. 
Large trees are excellent filters for 
urban pollutants and fine par-
ticulates. They absorb pollutant 
gases (such as carbon monoxide, 
nitrogen oxides, ozone and sulfur 
oxides) and filter fine particulates 
such as dust, dirt or smoke out of 
the air by trapping them on leaves 
and bark. The USDA reports that 
urban trees in the contiguous U.S. 
remove 784,000 tons of air pollu-
tion annually. 

n Trees help animals. Trees 
play an important role in increas-
ing urban biodiversity, providing 
animals (birds and more) with a 

Why Urban Trees are Important

Coast Guard 
Not Getting 
Paychecks
Federal shutdown 
affecting locals 

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda was designated a Coast 

Guard City, one of 12 in the nation, 
in 2006. Many Coast Guard families 
live on the Island and Coast Guard 
Island, a part of Alameda. These 
service members aren’t receiving 
paychecks during the government 
shutdown, yet they are still out 
there working to keeping Americans 
safe. For some, especially those 
with kids, things are getting pretty 
tough. The East Bay Coast Guard 
Spouses have begun a drive to col-
lect items in need to take some of 
the pressure off.  

Donated items may be dropped 
off at The Local, 1333 Park St., 
during the week or at Coast Guard 
Housing this Saturday, Jan. 12. 

Items needed include:
n Non-perishable items (boxed 

cereal, canned goods, peanut but-
ter, jelly, rice, pasta, etc.)

n Gas and grocery gift cards
n Paper products (paper towels, 

toilet paper)
n Laundry and dish detergent
n Toothpaste, soap, shampoo
n Diapers, baby wipes, formula
n Gift cards to local restaurants
For more information, or to 

schedule pick ups for large dona-
tions, write to eastbayspouses@
gmail.com or call (850) 291-6284.

Cleanup 
Meeting 
Scheduled

Sun Staff Reports
The Navy’s next Alameda 

Point Restoration Advisory Board 
(RAB) meeting will be held today, 
Thursday, Jan. 10. The meeting will 
be 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 950 W. Mall 
Square on Alameda Point. 

The public is welcome to attend 
to hear updates about the Navy’s 
cleanup and talk directly with the 
Navy and regulatory agency repre-
sentatives. The meetings are held in 
the conference room upstairs. 

For more information, check 
out the Navy’s website for Alameda 
Point at bracpmo.navy.mil. For ques-
tions, contact the RAB Co-Chair, 
Cecily Sabedra, at cecily.sabedra@
navy.mil or (619) 524-4569.

Sun Staff Reports
For the fifth New Year’s Eve in a 

row, the Alameda Pipe-a-thon hit the 
bars of the Island City, with Scottish 
ex-pat and Alameda resident Andy 
MacKay playing “Auld Lang Syne” 
on the bagpipes in 21 bars and 
restaurants on the Island. In the pro-
cess, he raised just shy of $5,000 for 
the American Cancer Society (ACS).

MacKay was accompanied 
again by Team Pipe-a-thon, includ-
ing “Jake and Elwood Blues” (Joe 
and Jamie, in kilts) along with Rod, 

Tony, Feargal and Bruno “The Pipe-
mobile Drivers.” 

“After five years the Alameda 
Pipe-a-thon has become a bit of a 
fixture in the Alameda New Year’s 
Eve calendar,” said MacKay. “It’s 
a great way to spread some tradi-
tional Scottish New Year cheer and 
raise some much-needed funds to 
combat cancer.” MacKay lost his 
father to cancer three years ago, 
and, as with many people, current-
ly has family and friends affected 
by the disease.

“We added a few new venues 
this year — Park Street Tavern, 
Star Pizza, Town Tavern and The 
Hunter — to get the total number 
of hostelries to 21, which is the 
largest number yet” said MacKay. 
“Thanks to everyone who came out 
early on New Year’s Eve, cheering 
us on ’round the Island and donat-
ing to the cause!”

Help MacKay reach his goal of 
raising $5,000. Donations for ACS 
can still be made at the Pipe-a-
thon website, hogmabay.org.

Bagpiping for Health
Alameda Pipe-a-thon 2018 ‘takes the fifth’ against cancer

Courtesy photo

Alamedan Andy MacKay, the man behind the pipes and the Pipe-a-thon, receives 
some help from “Joliet Jake” and Elwood Blues, along with several other volunteers 
each New Year’s Eve to raise funds to fight cancer.

Courtesy OceanCleanup

A diagram from Ocean Cleanup, 
left, seems to indicate that the point 
of fracture occurred on the portion 
of their apparatus shown directly 
above. The photo was taken prior 
to launch at Alameda Point. 

Ocean Cleanup Hits 
Snag, in for Repair

Dennis Evanosky
Ocean Cleanup (OC) announced 

on New Year’s Eve that it has 
shut down its experiment to col-
lect debris from the “Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch” (GPGP) — a  mass 
of refuse and debris known as a 
gyre. OC said that “structural mal-
functioning of the cleanup system” 
has forced the company to return 
to Alameda earlier than planned.

“We will set sail as soon as 
an appropriate weather window is 
available,” OC stated.

OC, a Dutch nonprofit, designed 
a system to help clean up the gyre. 
Last February the city announced 
that OC was going to put its 
2,000-foot-long system together at 
Alameda Point (“Cleanup Project 
Finds Home at Point,” Feb. 20, 
2018). The company got to work 
in March. 

On Aug. 31, 2018, (OC) finished 
the five-month-long task of assem-
bling “System 001,” which the com-
pany has dubbed “Wilson” (“Ocean 
Cleanup Set to Launch,” Sept. 4, 
2018). The company transferred 
the system from Seaplane Lagoon 
to the offshore supply ship Maersk 
Launcher. On Sept. 9, 2018, OC sent 
the Launcher, with “System 001” out 

the Golden Gate on its way to tackle 
GPGP — the largest of the five off-
shore plastic accumulation zones in 
the world’s oceans.  

The company planned to sweep 
concentrated plastic from GPGP 
and sell the debris to recyclers. OC 
would use the money it receives to 
clean up more gyres. The task was 
not as simple as it sounded. OC 
faced a challenge more complicated 
than simply vacuuming a garbage 
patch floating on the top of Pacific 
Ocean waters. 

Calling this accumulation of 
debris a “garbage patch” does not 
accurately describe what await-
ed OC. According to the United 
States Department of Commerce’s 
National Ocean Service (NOS), 
GPGP is not a large and continu-
ous patch of easily visible marine 
debris such as bottles and other lit-
ter and is not akin to a literal island 
of trash that should be visible with 
satellite or aerial photographs.

From the outset, OC has experi-
enced problems with retaining the 
plastic it had collected. Four weeks 
into the experiment, OC announced 
that it was not collecting any plas-
tic. “We have observed that plastic 
is exiting the system once it is col-
lected, (and) are currently working 

on causes and solutions to rem-
edy this,” OC stated in an online 
update. 

OC pointed to the system’s lack 
of proper speed while collecting 
plastic. “It appears that the sys-
tem occasionally travels slower 
than the plastic, which provides 
caught plastic with the opportu-
nity to leave the system again,” 
OC stated. An attempt to increase 
“Wilson’s” speed proved fruitless, 
OC reported on Dec. 18. “We have 
observed plastic collecting within 
(and around) the system but then 
it drifts away.” 

On Saturday, Dec. 29, a regu-
lar inspection of the cleanup sys-
tem revealed that a 59-foot-long 
end-section had detached from 
“Wilson.” OC pointed to material 
fatigue that had fractured the sys-
tem’s floater. Two days later, OC 
decided to return to Alameda. 

OC has not given up, however. 
“We will continue testing and moni-
toring the system until we feel con-
fident to make any modifications,” 
OC told its online followers. “We 
are confident these tests will teach 
us more about the current status of 
Wilson, which will hopefully allow 
us to soon make the cleanup sys-
tem fully operational.”

b TREES: Page 9

Council Decides on 
New Wellness Center

Ekene Ikeme
The future plans of a 3.65-acre 

property on the west side of McKay 
Avenue was the central topic dis-
cussed at the first council meeting 
of the year last Thursday, Jan. 3 at 
City Hall. 

The City Council plans to call for 
a special election on Tuesday, April 
9, for Alameda voters to decide 
the fate of the property, which is 
currently being leased by Alameda 
Point Collaborative. 

The public will vote on two 
measures regarding the property. 
The first measure is the “Caring 
Alameda Act.” This measure is 
in support of a proposed McKay 
Avenue wellness center that would 
consist of a 90-unit facility for hous-
ing homeless individuals, including 
some with “complex and chronic 
medical and psychosocial condi-
tions.” The facility will also include 
medical respite center, a resource 
center for homeless Alamedans and 
a primary care clinic. 

The City Council has already 
accepted the center’s plan to change 
the land-use designation from fed-
eral facilities to office to allow the 
creation of the center. 

The second measure is the 
“McKay Avenue Open Space Fiscal 
Responsibility Measure.” This mea-
sure is supported by the Friends 
of Crab Cove (FOCC), an organiza-
tion representing neighborhoods, 
businesses and schools adjacent 
to Crab Cove Regional Park. The 
FOCC opposes the wellness cen-
ter because members feel the land 

should be used by the East Bay 
Regional Park District to expand 
Crab Cove. The Planning Board 
approved the zoning map amend-
ment to remove the Government 
overlay, setting the stage for the 
wellness center in October. Soon 
after, FOCC filed a petition once 
they had enough signatures. The 
Alameda County Registrar of Voters 
verified the signatures in November 
allowing the measure to be placed 
on the next election ballot.

The Council voted 4-1, with 
Councilmember Tony Daysog rep-
resenting the lone dissenting vote, 
to approve the special election. 
Daysog said he was against the 
special election due to the cost.  If 
the city waits until the Nov. 2020 
election, the cost of placing the 
measures on the ballot is expected 
to cost $25,000 for typesetting and 
printing costs, according to the city 
staff. It would then cost between 
$580,000 and $730,000 for a stand-
alone election, according to the 
Alameda County Registrar’s office.  

Daysog also said that he thinks 
the project will not be affected if it 
is not approved until 2020. However, 
other Councilmembers pointed out 
the cost to delay the wellness center 
approval could be more harmful. 

APC director Doug Biggs wrote 
a letter to Interim City Manager 
Dave Rudat explaining the effects of 
delaying the wellness center. “APC 
has already secured $250,000 from 
Anthem, and $690,000 from Alameda 
County for predevelopment efforts,” 
wrote Biggs. “Both funds need to be 
expended within a year or repaid.” 
He also cited a $5 million fund from 
Kaiser and a possible $11.5 million 
fund from Alameda County A-1 bond 
funds for the project. Members of 
the Council said the funds might not 
be available if the city waits a year.

The Council will meet today to 
determine the ballot question lan-
guage for the two measures. The 
measures would need a simple 
majority vote to be approved. 

As the Sun was going to press, 
Heather Little, who chairs the city’s 
Open Government Commission, 
filed a complaint with the state of 
California’s Fair Political Practices 
Commission. Little’s complaint alleges 
that Friends of Crab Cove never filed a 
semiannual statement in 2018, despite 
campaign expenditures that included 
paid signature gatherers to qualify its 
initiative for the ballot.


