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Sun Staff Reports

Council Considering 
New City Manager

The Contra Costa Times is 
reporting that Moraga Town man-
ager Jill Keimach has accepted the 
position of Alameda City Manager. 
Moraga mayor Mike Metcalf told 
The Times that Keimach notified 
him recently she had accepted the 
Alameda city manager position.

According to the Town of 
Moraga’s website, Keimach has 
served as town manager since 
Nov. 1, 2010. Prior to her tenure 
in Moraga, Keimach served as the 
community development director 
for the city of Fremont, where she 

led a department with 120 employ-
ees and an $18 million budget.

Keimach holds a bachelor’s 
degree in architecture and a mas-
ter’s degree in city and regional 
planning from the University of 
California at Berkeley.

According to a city of Alameda 
press release, the City Council con-
sidered Keimach’s appointment at 
last Tuesday’s meeting, which took 
place after press time. Her base 
annual salary is expected to be 
$245,000 for a contract that begins 
March 7. 

Alameda mentioned on 
Jeopardy!

The famed television quiz show 

Jeopardy! stumped its contestants 
Saturday with an answer about 
Alameda (on Jeopardy! contestants 
must respond to an answer in the 
form of a question). Host Alex 
Trebek mentioned the Island City 
while reading an answer from the 
category “Offbeat Museums.”

The answer read: “An Alameda, 
California museum has dozens of 
these recreational machines, with 
and without flippers.” 

None of the three contestants 
even ventured a guess and remained 
silent in response. Trebek clarified 
for the contestants by providing 
the question: “What is pinball?” of 
course in reference to the Alameda-
based Pacific Pinball Museum.

News in Brief

2015: A Year  
to Remember

Part Two of Two Parts
Sun Staff Reports

July
Jay-walkers got a nasty surprise 

when Alameda police set up a cross-
walk sting in late June. Some 168 
citations were issued to pedestri-
ans who disobeyed traffic laws to 
jaywalk. About 80 percent of the 
citations were for pedestrians; how-
ever, drivers were also ticketed for 
distracted driving and speeding.

Harbor seals at Alameda Point 
received a new home in response 
to public outcry over the Water 
Emergency Transportation 
Authority (WETA) plans. WETA’s 
proposed maintenance center 
would have eliminated the old haul-
out where local harbor seals like to 
rest; the haul-out will be relocated 
just to the east.

More development was 
approved for Alameda Point as 
council gave its approval for Site 
A construction. After 18 years of 
debate and delay, construction of 
infrastructure, commercial build-
ings and housing can begin. Some 
800 new homes are slated for Site 
A, as well as commercial space for 
about 1,500 new permanent jobs.

The Alameda Police Department 
and City Council considered the 
addition of body cameras for the 
police force, as part of the national 
debate on police use of excessive 
force. Body cameras provide unbi-
ased witness to police-public inter-
actions; APD has some 80 cameras 
awaiting deployment on the force.

City Council took a look at rent 
ordinances to give some power 
to the Rent Review Advisory 
Committee’s rulings, and opened 
the discussion of rising rents in the 
city. San Francisco and Oakland 
rents have skyrocketed, which 
affects Alameda rents as well. 
Tenants spoke of rents raised 
beyond their means and of 60-day 
evictions increasing.

August
As fires burned across Northern 

California, Alameda firefighters 
joined the strike force. More than 
20 fires raged in August, including 
the Mad River fire near Eureka. In 
local fire news, the Coast Guard 
joined Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) firefighters in attacking a 
boat fire just off the Main Street 
ferry landing.

An earthquake of 4.0 mag-
nitude shook Alameda from the 
Hayward Fault in August, reminding 
island-dwellers that the Big One 
is still in store for Californians. 
Coincidentally, Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD) sought state 
seismic funds to repair Historic 
Alameda High School.

Local fires on the West End 
burned two homes on Central 
Avenue near the Bait and Tackle 

Shop; a string of suspicious fires 
followed, in a four-block radius that 
caused APD and AFD officials to 
investigate further. Fires at Alameda 
Point, Third Street, Second Street, 
Ferry Point and Encinal Avenue on 
a single night had no injuries and 
no significant damage, but caused 
enough mayhem to arouse suspi-
cion.

September
A fin whale, likely struck and 

killed by a container ship, was 
dragged into port in the Estuary, 
where it decomposed and rose to 
the surface near the Main Street 
ferry landing. The whale carcass 
was later towed out to sea for 
disposal.

The Navy began a new round of 
cleanup operations on former gas 
station sites around the west end of 
the island. The groundwater clean-
up efforts have been ongoing for 
some 15 years, because groundwater 
remediation is a time-intensive treat-
ment. The Navy worked to eliminate 
petroleum hydrocarbon contamina-
tion in addition to removing under-
ground tanks, fuel lines and soil.

Fleet Week blew into town 
with the Blue Angels, the coast 
was cleaned up when 250 residents 
donned gloves and picked up trash 
from the beaches. The city adopt-
ed two ordinances to strengthen 
tenants’ rights. Both ordinances 
resulted from residents and City 
Council dialogue over rising rents 
and evictions.

October 
The Navy agreed to transfer 

the property of Miller Elementary 
School, which was also used 
as Island High School and 
Woodstock Child Development 
Center to AUSD. AUSD had 
leased the property at no cost, 
but necessary upgrades made the  

Harbor Seals’ Dock, 
Depot Plans on Track

APD Arrests Manteca Murder Suspect

File photos 

A fatal car-pedestrian 
accident took the life of 
Alameda resident and 
blues legend August Lee 
Collins in September. His 
career spanned 50 years, 
and he was inducted into 
the West Coast Blues Hall 
of Fame.

The Alameda-based USCG Stratton helped bust some 
major drug traffic with a $181 million cocaine seizure 
in Mexico’s waters in August. A semi-submersible vessel 
carrying more than 16,000 pounds of cocaine was the 
Stratton’s target, on the heels of a June drug bust net-
ting another 5,460 pounds of the drug.
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Richard Bangert 
The Water Emergency 

Transportation Authority (WETA) is 
aiming for the delivery of a new dock 
for harbor seals at Alameda Point as 
early as April, ahead of the start of 
construction of its new ferry mainte-
nance facility this summer.

Because the maintenance facil-
ity’s new berthing dock would 
displace the seals’ current resting 
spot, a provision was approved for 
a new harbor seal dock as a condi-
tion for permitting the new facil-
ity. WETA, the City Council, and the 
Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission (BCDC) approved the 
provision at the urging of community 
activists.

WETA issued design specifica-
tions for its 12-berth maintenance 
facility and administrative offices 
to prospective contractors in 
December. It expects to award the 
contract on March 31, with work 
commencing as soon as May 6. The 
estimated cost is pegged at $45 mil-
lion, $9 million of which is for design 
work and the remaining $36 mil-
lion going for construction, accord-
ing to Chad Mason, senior planner 
at WETA. Funding for the project 
is coming from federal, state and 
regional funds. 

The facility will include a 70-foot-
tall four-story building and is expect-
ed to be complete in 2018.

The project will also fund other 
benefits, among them, a new water 
line from Main Street, park enhance-
ments and sand for the least tern 
nesting area on the airfield.

WETA will construct a shoreline 
viewing terrace, bicycle parking, 

interpretive signage, improved light-
ing and landscaping and seating on 
an adjacent half-acre of parkland on 
West Hornet Avenue. WETA will also 
be providing some assistance for the 
California least terns, an endangered 
bird species that nests at Alameda 
Point and dives for fish in surround-
ing waters. 

As a mitigation for the impacts 
of the new ferry traffic on the terns’ 
foraging waters, WETA will be deliv-
ering enough truckloads of sand to 
the terns’ nesting area on the airfield 
in February to add a few inches of 
depth. Erosion of the 9.6-acre beach-
like nesting landscape necessitates 
periodic replenishment.

The replacement harbor seal 
dock, also referred to as a haul-out, 
will be the first time such a structure 
has been built on San Francisco Bay 
specifically to retain or attract har-
bor seals. It will be located a short 
distance to the east of the old dock. 
Time will tell whether this experi-
mental effort is successful. 

“Meeting the permitting require-
ments for the new harbor seal haul-
out is underway,” said Mason. BCDC 
is the state permitting agency for 
all San Francisco Bay shoreline and 
in-water projects. The commission 
requires assurances from other 
agencies that the harbor seal dock 
does not introduce any unwanted 
environmental impacts before grant-
ing approval.

“With the help of the environ-
mental consulting firm Dudek, 
the harbor seal haul-out is on a 
fast-track approval timeline,” said 

Mason. “The only regulatory delay is 
due to the herring spawning season. 
Regulations require that the pilings 
for the new haul-out be installed 
after the end of the herring spawning 
season in late March.” 

“We are currently reviewing two 
options for providing the new harbor 
seal haul-out: Build a new one from 
scratch, or modify an existing mobile 
dock if we can find one that meets 
our needs,” said Mason. “We hope 
to issue the contract for the haul-out 
this month.” WETA will be respon-
sible for constructing, maintaining 
and replacing the harbor seal dock 
when necessary for the 60-year term 
of its lease.

WETA has been working with a 
citizen advisory group of local harbor 
seal advocates who spearheaded the 
effort for the new haul-out. The group 
gained the support of the Sierra Club 
and the Audubon Society. The loca-
tion for the new seal dock was cho-
sen with the help of marine mammal 
expert Dr. Jim Harvey, director of 
California State Universities’ Moss 
Landing Marine Laboratories.

This winter, the seals favor the 
afternoon for getting out of the 
water. Their numbers can vary from 
a dozen to a recent high of more than 
three dozen. It is the only haul-out 
site in the East Bay between Yerba 
Buena Island and the marshlands 
of Fremont and Newark near the 
Dumbarton Bridge, both of which 
require watercraft for public viewing 
access. The seals at Alameda Point 
can be viewed from the Bay Trail.

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos on his online Alameda Point 
Environmental Report.

Alameda Point Update

In October, Google-owned Makani was fine-tuning a 
turbine’s docking maneuvers on Alameda Point before 
deploying it to a test site in Hawaii. The wind energy 
company moved one step closer to full-scale testing of 
its electricity-generating kite.

Dennis Evanosky
On Monday, Dec. 30, 2015, 

members of the Alameda Police 
Department (APD) arrested Tito 
Jones, Jr. at the Safeway store at 
Alameda Landing. According to the 
Manteca, Calif., police department, 
on Oct. 16, 2015, Jones, Kenneth 
Gatison, Jr., and Ryan Matlock 
broke down Timothy Spino’s front 
door in Manteca. 

Family and friends told the 
Manteca Bulletin that the trio then 
shot Spino in the torso in front of 
his girlfriend and son. The Bulletin 
reported that first responders tried 
to revive Spino at the scene, but 

he died at the San Joaquin County 
Hospital.

Manteca Detective Steve 
Schluer distributed arrest warrants 
to police agencies throughout 
Northern California. He also called 
on the U.S. Marshals for assistance. 
On Oct. 26, members of the U.S. 
Marshals’ Fugitive Apprehension 
Team arrested Gatison and Matlock 
near Elk Grove, just south of 
Sacramento.

Jones remained on the loose 
until authorities located Jones in 
Alameda. APD arrested him with 
assistance from officers from 
the Fremont Police Department.  

The Bulletin reported that it was 
unclear whether Jones was work-
ing at the store or had just been 
shopping there.  

Authorities returned Jones to 
the Manteca Police Department. 
He was then booked into the San 
Joaquin County Jail in French Camp 
without bail. He faces charges that 
include murder while committing 
a felony, robbery, burglary and 
assault with a firearm. No court 
date has been scheduled. 

Anyone with additional informa-
tion in the case is asked to contact 
Detective Steve Schluer at (209) 
456-8210.

Richard Bangert

Alameda Point’s resident harbor seals could have a new home designed just for 
them as early as April.


