
Lawrence Kumarasivan
The Alameda Sun takes a look 

back over the top 2016 news sto-
ries in Alameda. This week features 
news from July through December.

July
The Posey Tube reopened to 

traffic after being closed for main-
tenance and renovations since 
February. The improved tunnel 
received new guardrails. a repaired 
sidewalk, new lighting, closed-
circuit security cameras, electri-
cal work and signage. Loose con-
crete was removed, and corrosion 
cleaned up and painted over. On 
the exterior, the tunnel’s façade was 
given a facelift as well. According to 
city officials, all work conformed 
to the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties. 

A new cement float for harbor 
seals was delivered to Alameda 
Point on June 22. By July 11, it 
was installed, and the old dock 
that the seals previously used 
removed, by the Water Emergency 
Transportation Authority (WETA), 
the Bay Area’s ferry agency, in 
preparation for building its mainte-
nance facility. Seal advocates have 
done everything they can to ensure 
that these seldom-seen mammals 
stay in Alameda, where they will 
be easily visible from the Bay Trail. 

On July 17, an Alameda man 
was killed, and another hospital-
ized with non-life-threatening 
injuries, after a shooting in San 
Francisco’s Tenderloin District. 
The San Francisco medical exam-
iner has identified the man shot 
and killed after a bar fight as 
Joshua Mejia, 26. San Francisco 
Police Department reported that 
the shooting happened about 2 
a.m. in front of the Marquette 
Hotel at 965 Geary St. 

August
Alameda had one of its residents 

represent the Island and the United 
States in the 2016 Rio Olympics. 
Han Struznya, 27, was part of the 
rowing coxed men’s eight team, 
which won fourth place, nar-
rowly losing out to Great Britain, 
Germany and the Netherlands, in 
that order. The team ended its bid 
for an Olympic medal in Rio de 
Janeiro after finishing fourth in the 
final on Aug. 13. The team com-
pleted the two-kilometer race in 
5:34.23. Struzyna, 27, is the vice 
president of business development 
at Innovation Properties Group, 
Inc. in San Francisco. 

The Frank Bette Center for the 
Arts held its first event since its 
closure in March on Aug. 12, with 
a reception for its annual Plein Air 
Paintout exhibition. Paintings fea-
tured in the exhibit captured vari-
ous scenery throughout Alameda. 
The event went smoothly, accord-
ing to Margaret Fago, president of 
center’s board of directors. An offi-
cial grand re-opening took place on 
Sept. 30. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) released a 
report Aug. 24 drawing attention to 
lack of transparency by the City of 
Alameda. The report held the city 
accountable for failure to disclose 
to investors all information regard-
ing municipal bond transactions. 
Alameda was one of 71 cities or 
public organizations cited in the 
report, and the only one cited in the 
state of California. The initiative is 
a voluntary self-reporting program 
targeting material misstatements 
and omissions in municipal-bond 
offerings. City Manager Jill Keimach 

said that the the SEC had issued an 
order acknowledging the city’s self-
reporting, as well as its agreement 
to correct the delayed filings and 
establish protocols to ensure this 
will not occur again.

September
A class-action lawsuit was filed 

against the Burma Superstar res-
taurant chain in Alameda County 
Superior Court. The chain has one 
location in Alameda, at 1345 Park 
St. The three plaintiffs alleged that 
the restaurant chain failed to pay 
them and other employees min-
imum wage. “The allegations fit 
into an unfortunately widespread 
pattern of  restaurants taking 
advantage of immigrant workers 
with limited English skills who are 
unaware of their rights — or who 
fear retaliation if they assert their 
rights,” Centro Legal de la Raza 
stated in a press release announc-
ing the lawsuit.

On Sept. 15, WETA broke ground 
at Alameda Point for its $49.5 million 
Ron Cowan Central Bay Operations 
and Maintenance Facility. Many 
associate Cowan’s name with devel-
oping Bay 
Farm Island. 
However, he 
also played 
a larger-
t h a n - l i f e 
role in form-
ing water-
e m e r g e n c y 
response on 
San Francisco 
Bay as we 
know it today. 
WETA hon-
ored Cowan 
by naming 
the Alameda 
Point facility 
for him. WETA carries more than 
two million passengers to and from 
Alameda, Oakland, San Francisco, 
South San Francisco and Vallejo on 
12 high-speed passenger-only fer-
ries. In addition, thanks to Cowan’s 
insistence and persistence, Bay 
Area commuters can rest assured 
that WETA has an emergency plan 
in place. Later, in October, WETA 
also announced the purchase of 
two new ferries, which will improve 
service and reliability. The ferries 
are scheduled for delivery later 
this year. 

Contrary to the Ron Cowan 
facility that was able to take off, 
another project had to be side-
lined due to political maneuvering 
in Washington. The Alameda Point 
veterans facility project, costing 
$70 million and to be built by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA), was originally greenlit after 
a bill sponsored by Senator Dianne 
Feinstein. The bill authorized fund-
ing the project, along with other VA 
projects, was unanimously passed 
on May 19. But hopes for release 
of funds were dashed in early July 
when the Zika virus funding bill 
was attached to the VA funding. 
Democrats in Congress viewed the 
move as a ploy by Republicans 
to force Democrats into choosing 
between Planned Parenthood and 
veterans. Both parties pointed fin-
gers at each other. “Unfortunately, 
federal funding for Alameda Point 
has become a victim of the do-
nothing Republican Congress,” said 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee.

Rabbi Barnett Brickner of 
Temple Israel was awarded the 
Community Peace Award by State 
Assemblyman Rob Bonta, who rep-
resents the 18th Assembly District. 
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Volunteers Needed to  
Count Homeless

An effort to count the number 
of homeless in Alameda County 
will take place on Tuesday, Jan. 
31, and volunteers are needed. 
Nearly 500 volunteers will work in 
teams to conduct a visual count 
of unsheltered individuals experi-
encing homelessness in every city 
throughout Alameda County.  

Led by EveryOne Home, the 
2017 Alameda County Homeless 
Count, locally known as EveryOne 
Counts!, records the number of 
people staying in shelters and tran-
sitional housing on a given night 
and estimates the number of peo-
ple who are unsheltered, living out-
doors on that same night. 

This effort takes place every 
two years and is required to con-
tinue receiving federal funding for 
homeless services. It also gives the 
community useful data for strate-
gic, program and policy planning.  

Volunteers will be matched 
with a current or former home-
less guide from the community in 
order to conduct a visual tally of 
homeless persons across Alameda 

County. Guides will lead the team 
in canvassing their count areas, 
using their direct knowledge and 
life experience to collect the most 
accurate data possible. 

More information can be found 
at www.everyonehome.org. For 
more questions, contact Jim Franz 
of the City of Alameda at 747-6883.

Apply Now for City Showcase
The Friends of the Alameda 

Free Library are sponsoring a new 
event designed to share products 
made in Alameda while celebrating 
what makes the Island City great. 
Applications are available to now 
to be part of “Made in Alameda: A 
Local Showcase,” a unique oppor-
tunity for local authors, artists, 
crafters or do-it-yourself-ers to 
showcase their work. 

Applications can be accessed 
from the Main Library website. 
Tables will be provided. Presenters 
are also invited to be part of a panel 
discussion, book talk, or demon-
stration. All items presented must 
be created by Alameda residents. 
Applications will be accepted until 
5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 3. 

The library reserves the right 
to determine which applications 

are granted in order to present as 
balanced a selection as possible. 

For more information about this 
event, email alamedafree@gmail.
com and put Made In Alameda in 
the subject line.

The Made In Alameda Showcase 
has been set for Saturday, March 
18, from noon to 5 p.m. at the Main 
Library, 1550 Oak St. 

Kiwanis Seeking  
Chili Cookoff Contenders 
The Kiwanis Club of Alameda 

recently announced the club is 
looking for chili chefs to com-
pete in the 18th annual Alameda 
Kiwanis Chili Cook-Off set for 
Saturday, Jan. 28, at the “O” Club 
at Alameda Point.

Competitors will receive two 
complimentary tickets to the event, 
which include all-you-can-eat bar-
becue, entertainment and dancing. 
Competitor spots are limited. 

The best chili makers in town 
are encouraged to sign up at www.
alamedakiwanis.org. Rules, entry 
forms and sponsorship information 
are available on the website. 

Tickets are available online as 
well and cost $75 for adults and $40 
for kids 12 and under. 

Ekene Ikeme
Construction on a new two-

story building at Otis Elementary 
School began last month. The 
building is designed to hold six 
classrooms with three classrooms 
on each floor. 

Architectural design company 
Quattrocchi Kwok Architects, 
a Santa Rosa company, devel-
oped the blueprint designs for 
the project. The Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD) Board of 
Education approved the project 
last September. 

The new structure will be locat-
ed on the eastern edge of the school 
along High Street. Along with the 
six classrooms, the new structure 
will have outdoor learning areas, 
an equipment room, two outdoor 
stairways and more. The plan calls 
for three existing portables to be 
relocated, while plans for three oth-
ers are under consideration.

As with any new construction 
project, noise levels around the 
surrounding areas were deafening 
to nearby residents. 

“The pile driving causes tremors 
in our house all day, every day (we 
live almost three blocks away from 
Otis School),” wrote one concerned 

Alameda resident who asked to 
remain anonymous in an email on 
Dec. 30. “It is very noisy (loud 
clanging while going on) and is 
terrifying for our pets. Pile driving 
occurred most or all of this week 

Sun Staff Reports
The state of California treats 

the Superior Court of Alameda 
County as a “donor” court. 
This means that the state can 
divert large portions of the 
court’s ongoing funding and any 
“new” money to other courts 
that the state considers more 
under-resourced. As a result 
the Superior Court of Alameda 
County began fiscal year 2016-
2017 with a budget deficit that 
surpasses $5 million.

“For several years during 
the recession, California’s trial 
courts were subject to severe 
budget reductions. But while the 
State’s economy has improved 
in recent years, only a small 

percentage of that funding has 
been restored,” stated Morris 
Johnson, presiding judge at the 
Alameda County Superior Court, 
in a press release. 

To make up for the lack of 
money from the state, the courts 
have eliminated a number of 
vacant staff positions, instituted 
hiring freezes and reduced the 
use of outside contractors and 
consultants.

“One significant effect of a 
number of these money-saving 
solutions is that the court will 
be operating with a significant-
ly reduced workforce for the 
foreseeable future.” In order to 
operate at this level and con-
tinue to provide critical ser-

vices to the public, the court 
will be required to reduce the 
operating hours of the clerk’s 
offices.

The court closed all its court-
rooms — except those at the 
Wiley Manuel Courthouse in 
Oakland — from Dec. 23 to Jan. 
2. All the courthouses are now 
open, but courts for all case 
types except for traffic will oper-
ate from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

The clerk’s office for traffic 
court will open 30 minutes ear-
lier at 8 a.m. and close at 2:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 
Clerks’ offices had been open 
until 4:30 p.m.

Courts Reopen, Shorten Work Day

Eric J. Kos

Neighbors noticed this crane looming over the Otis Elementary School campus and 
Krusi Park a few weeks ago. The equipment was the harbinger of a new building at 
the school. Construction noise has been disrupting the holidays for nearby residents.

City of Alameda

Architects have submitted this rendering to show the 
design of the new building currently under construction 
at Otis Elementary School.
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Residents and officials celebrated the restoration of 
Jackson Park’s Clark Memorial Bench in October.

File photo 

Ron Cowan, 
who helped 
create the 
Harbor Bay 
Ferry, was 
honored in 
September.
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