
HAPPY WORLD 

HYPNOTISM DAY

Vol. 17 b No. 17 
Jan. 4, 2018

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  . 3

PUZZLES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

SPORTS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5

OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

CLASSIFIED  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

OBITUARIES   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

EVENT CALENDAR   .  .  . 8

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire   
page 2Police 
Blotter  
page 3

All the doings  
of Island safety & 

law personnel

Alameda Sun

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 07:25 17:03
Jan. 5 07:25 17:04
Jan. 6 07:25 17:05
Jan. 7 07:25 17:05
Jan. 8 07:25 17:06
Jan. 9 07:25 17:07
Jan. 10 07:25 17:08

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Troop 11 scouts looking for 
Christmas trees to recycle.

HOMETOWN NEWS 
Scouts on Trees     Page 4

OPINION 
Special Cartoon    Page 6

Local resident submits  
editorial cartoon this week.

New art shows to open on  
Jan. 11 among other events.

ISLAND ARTS
Second Friday        Page 8

Sharpen your pencils for some 
brainteasing fun!

PUZZLES PAGE 
Soduku & More    Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

Year in Review: 2017
Part 2 of 2

July
Alameda kicked off the second 

half of 2017 in typical fashion: with 
the longest parade in the nation. 
(The annual 4th of July Parade 
spans 3.3 miles.) This year, more 
than 170 entries and 2,500 partici-
pants marched across town while-
more than 60,000 spectator cheered 
them along the route. As always, the 
celebration included floats, march-
ing bands, 150 equestrians (and one 
zebra), dance troops, bands and 
classic cars driving dignitaries.

The city formalized its sister city 
relationship with the South Korean 
city of Yeongdong, located in a 
mountainous region of the country. 
Alameda’s newest sister city has a 
population of more than 50,000, and 
is in one of South Korea’s largest 
wine-producing areas. The relation-
ship offers an opportunity for eco-
nomic, technological and cultural 
exchanges.

Local residents have reported 
craning necks or nearly driving 
off the road to catch a glimpse of 
Alameda’s newest landmark pub-
lic art at Buena Vista Avenue and 
Entrance Road. Designed to com-
plement the Marina Shores devel-
opment via Alameda’s Public Art 
Ordinance requirement, the sculp-
tures bring to life the city’s origi-
nal inhabitants, the Ohlone Tribe. 
Auburn-based sculptor Jennifer 
Johnson created the dancing tribes-
men from recycled metal. 

A loud explosion startled many 
West Enders on July 31. Alameda 
Police Department (APD) dispatch 
received a report that the crew 
working on the Cross Alameda Trail 
at Jean Sweeney Open Space Park 
discovered an apparent explosive 
device. APD evacuated the area and 
cordoned off a 150-foot perimeter 
around the suspicious device. The 
Alameda Fire Department reported 
the incident to the Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Office Explosive Ordinance 
Disposal Squad. Members of the 
squad determined that the device, 
an old mortar, could be live and 
detonated it where it lay. It remains 
unclear how the device ended up at 
the site that once served as the rail-
road yard for the Alameda Belt Line.

August
A packed house attended 

the World Tournament Baseball 
opening ceremonies at College 
of Alameda on Aug. 6. Ten inter-
national teams marched onto the 
field in full uniform to enthusiastic 
applause. The Alameda team won 
the skills competition that followed. 

Mayor Trish Spencer and Library 
Director Jane Chisaki appointed Gene 
Kahane and Cathy Dana the city’s 
Poets Laureate, the third and fourth 
in Alameda history. The city’s first 
Poet Laureate was Mary Rudge, who 
served from 2002 to 2014. She was 
followed by Julia Park Tracey, who 
served from 2014 to 2017. Kahane has 
taught for more than 30 years, most 
of that time in Alameda. He is also an 
actor, drama director and poet. Dana 
is the president of Alameda Island 
Poets. She regularly leads workshops 
at the Home of Truth, facilitates 
“Storytelling Swap” at Frank Bette 
Center for the Arts and teaches cre-
ative writing at Alameda Community 
Learning Center.

The City of Alameda closed 
escrow on the sale of the 
50,000-square-foot Building 91 at 
West Tower Avenue and Pan Am 
Way on Alameda Point. The trans-
action marked the city’s first suc-
cessful sale of property for pri-
vate development at the Point. 
Admiral Malting and Almanac Beer 
Company plan to move into the 
building. Admiral Malting produces 
premium malts for craft brewers 
and distillers. 

In the early hours of Aug. 17, a 
vandal targeted Temple Israel and 
broke two classroom windows at 
the synagogue. The miscreant tried 
unsuccessfully to break through 
the temple’s front doors. His image 
was caught on surveillance cam-
eras mounted at the entrance. He 
remains at large to this day. The 
vandalism to the temple spurred 
an outpouring of support from the 
community. 

On Aug. 25 Alameda County 
Task Force 4 deployed to assist hur-
ricane victims in Texas. Members of 
the task force, including members 
of the Alameda Fire Department, 
drove straight through to San 
Antonio, Tex., arriving around 6 
p.m. Aug. 28. They spent the night 
at College Station, Tex., and then 
drove to Fulshear and Simonton, 
where they began evacuating resi-
dents by boat.

Minature Wonderland 
Tells Holiday Story

File photos

In July the USS Hornet played host a ceremony welcom-
ing new citizens to the United States.

The first day of school in Alameda coincided with a 
unique opportunity for scientific study: a total eclipse of 
the sun on Aug. 21. 

New public art erected in July at the Marina Shores 
development along Buena Vista Avenue recalls the 
Island’s Native American residents, the Ohlone tribe.

Showing solidarity with NFL protester Colin Kaepernick, 
the student body at Encinal High School “took a knee” 
in front of the school on Sept. 25. The protest is meant 
to draw attention to the disparity in justice people of 
color face daily in the United States. 

A new public performing art space was formally dedi-
cated at Krusi Park on Sept. 18.

September
At a session preceding its Sept. 

5 meeting, the City Council enter-
tained the first reading of an ordi-
nance establishing rules for dispen-
saries and other cannabis-related 
businesses. Consultants hired by 
the city recommended guidelines 
at the meeting. 

Hate and bigotry reared their 

ugly heads yet again in Alameda 
on Sept. 6 at Alameda High School. 
Police officers discovered a por-
tion of a thin black nylon rope 
fashioned into a noose being used 
to attach a privacy screen to the 
fence. Alameda Police Department 
investigated the rope as a hate 
crime. 
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Dennis Evanosky
Another holiday season is in the 

books. But the Alameda Sun did not 
want to let the yuletide pass with-
out taking its readers to the minia-
ture wonderland residents installed 
on Pacific Avenue. In addition to 
life-sized Christmas Tree Lane on 
Thompson Avenue Alameda has 
this never-never land of the smaller 
variety — much smaller. 

Gail Moore and her son trans-
formed the normally quiet front 
yard of her home into a compact 
celebration of the holidays that 

tickled the imagination. 
All one needed to do was flip a 

conveniently available switch. The 
lights came on and so does the 
viewer’s fancy. “The longer you look, 
the more you see,” one visitor said. 

The snow-covered landscape 
sprang to life with an array of mov-
ing miniatures. The scenery before 
the viewer came from the imagi-
nation of Moore’s late husband. 
He designed and built the entire 
display. A fitting tribute that the 
Sun hopes will continue for years 
to come.

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

City Seeking Feedback on 
Infrastructure Priorities
This fall the city commissioned 

a quality-of-life community survey 
to assess resident perspectives on 
community priorities and needs. 
The community identified the fol-
lowing as some of their top infra-
structure priorities:

n Repair potholes and side-
walks.

n Maintain and repair public 
storm drains to prevent flooding 
and keep pollution out of the Bay.

n Maintain the condition of 
neighborhood parks.

n Improve traffic safety and flow.
Alameda has a backlog of 

more than $200 million in repairs 
and maintenance to roads, storm 
drains and other infrastructure. 
Inadequate funding is available to 
properly maintain the condition of  
the city’s 21 community and neigh-
borhood parks. 

The city is now asking residents 
and businesses to identify their top 
infrastructure priorities in a brief 
new survey. 

A link to the survey is at alameda 
ca.gov/JoinTheConversation.

City Boasts More Than 
200,000 sq. ft. in New Business

City staff announced that 
Alameda’s Economic Development 
Division helped new business and 
business expansion activities during 
2017, to the tune of some 200,000 sq. 
ft. in new business activity in the city.

• Exelixis, a cancer drug devel-
oper, signed a 10-year lease for 
110,783 square feet in two buildings 
at the Harbor Bay Business Park. 
The company has rights to expand 
into an additional 170,000 square 
feet as space becomes available.

• Sila Nanotechnologies 
is expanding into an additional 
32,500 square feet on Mariner 
Square Loop for total footprint of 
65,000 square feet. Sila is a battery 
design and materials manufactur-
ing company.

• The Federal Drug Administration 
(FDA) is completing tenant improve-
ments on 65,000 square feet at 1201 
Harbor Bay Parkway. The FDA plans 
to move into its new location by sum-
mer 2018.

Evictions Raise Hackles
Sun Staff Reports

Several Alameda residents of 
an apartment complex in the West 
End were given notices to vacate 
the building last month in another 
battle between the property owner 
and its tenants.

Three residents of the Bayview 
Apartments complex at 470 Central 
Ave. were issued 60-day notices 
to move from the premises. The 
notices came after seven tenants 
were given eviction notices last 
August. One of the residents who 
received a demand to leave is 
Rommel Laguardia. Laguardia lives 
in a one-bedroom unit with his wife 
and three children. This is not the 
first time the property owner has 
demanded Laguardia to move.  

“I’ve been fighting this eviction 
since last November,” said Laguardia 
into a megaphone at a tenant advo-
cacy group rally in August 2016. 

Laguardia, who has been living 
in the apartment for several years, 
said he was given his first eviction 
notice in Nov. 2015 — he has since 
received at least three others. But 
the property owners, San Jose-
based Sridhar Equities Inc., had to 
temporarily hold off on the dead-
line when City Council elected to 
place tenant evictions on hold in 

late 2015. When Sridhar purchased 
the complex in October 2015 for 
$6.1 million they initially tried to 
evict all tenants a month later to 
conduct upgrades to the building. 
However, when the council voted 
to pass its “Rent Stabilization 
and Limitation on Evictions 
Ordinance” in March 2016 it put 
in a stipulation that landlords 
can evict up to 25 percent of ten-
ants a year, according to Alameda 
Renters Coalition (ARC), through 
“no fault” evictions. 

Laguardia has a month-to-month 
lease on his apartment unit. He, 
along with another tenant, have a 
court date on Jan. 17 as part of his 
effort to stay at the property. Other 
tenants are also suing Sridhar to 
stay in the apartment. 

ARC activists gathered at the 
property Dec. 23 to show support 
for those who may be forced to 
leave. Among those on hand was 
state Assm. Rob Bonta, D-Alameda.

Voters passed Measure L1 in the 
Nov. 2016 election. The measure 
requires landlords to provide a ten-
ant with financial help for moving 
expenses in a “no fault” eviction in 
some circumstances.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Eric J. Kos

The alternate lighting effects, sheer size and intracacy 
of the holiday display on Pacific Avenue makes it diffi-
cult to capture its magnificence in any photograph.


