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ALAMEDA!

Jeff Cambra

Students from Wuxi, China, one of Alameda’s sister 
cities, enjoyed ice cream at Tucker’s on Park Street in 
February. City Councilman Stewart Chen and Jim Franz 
forged Alameda’s sister city relationship with Wuxi in 
2005.

Part I
January

In its first meeting of 2013 the 
city council approved the plan for 
the second phase 
of the Marina 
Cove develop-
ment on Buena 
Vista Avenue. If all 
goes as planned 
52 single-fam-
ily homes and 
37 townhomes 
would replace the 
Chipman Moving 
and Storage warehouse. 

West End’s unofficial mayor, 
Nick Cabral, has lived across from 
Chipman all his life. He told Michele 
Ellson of The Alamedan that he 
is looking forward to Chipman’s 
moving on. “I’ve looked at trucks 
for 72 years, and I’ve had enough 
of trucks,” he said. 

A brouhaha over gun sales 
began swirling around Alameda  
when Paul English gathered more 
than 500 signatures on a petition 
that asked Big 5 Sporting Goods 
at South Shore to stop selling 
high-powered semi-automatic 
weapons.

Prospects brightened for one 
of the city’s biggest eyesores when 
renovation work began at the home 
at 617 Central Ave. The home, 
which architect Julius Krafft built 
in 1890, had fallen into disrepair. 

January’s incidents all have one 
thing in common: they have not  
gone anywhere yet. Marina Cove 2 
remains undeveloped. Big 5 is still 
selling high-powered weapons and 
the home at 617 Central sits half 
renovated. 

February
Attorney David Brillant, the 

attorney who successfully rep-

Ivan Lee

A firefighter sprays water on a fire at 1203 Park St. Reports of the fire came into 
the Alameda Fire Department in the early morning hour of March 26. When they 
arrived firefighters attacked the blaze that was burning on the building’s second and 
third floors. It took two hours to knock the fire down. The building remains in disre-
pair today with loose tiles, broken windows and moldering contents. 

I’ve looked at trucks for 72 years, and 
I’ve had enough of trucks. 

Nick Cabral
Unofficial Mayor of the West End 

2013: Year in Review
A look back at the top stories from January through June 
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resented property owners in the 
Measure H lawsuit, took his suc-
cess to other cities. He filed law-
suits on behalf of taxpayers in 
San Leandro, West Contra Costa 
County and Davis. Brillant hopes 
to level the playing field in these 
cities as he was able to do in 
Alameda. 

Alameda got news that 
CalRecycle  received a grant to 
begin work on cleaning up the 
Oakland Estuary. Work continues 
on the task even today .(See pho-
tograph on this page.) 

The city received a visit from 
students from its sister city in 
Wuxi, China. Tucker’s Ice Cream 
was one of the stops they made 
while in Alameda. 

The school district unceremo-
niously razed the buildings at the 
old Island High School campus on 
Everett Street. Schools had graced 
that still-vacant property since 
1891. 

March
America’s Cup fever gripped 

the Island City. Hundreds of racing 
fans packed the Alameda Theatre 
and Cineplex to meet members of 
the Artemis racing team. The sail-
ors from Sweden will call Alameda 
Point home as they compete for 
sailing’s most coveted prize. 

Alameda teachers approved a 
tentative contract with the school 
district.  The new contract provid-
ed teachers with a series of salary 
hikes over the next two years and 
kept kindergarten through third-
grand class sizes at a 25:1 stu-
dent-teacher ratio through 2018.

A spectacular nighttime fire 
struck  a building at 1203 Park St.  
on March 26. It was just one of four 
fires that kept Alameda firefighters 
busy that day. Like the house at 
617 Central Ave., the building at 
1203 Park St. remains in need of 
repair today.

April 
The much-anticipated renova-

tion of the 86-year-old Chuck Corica 
Golf Course began. A makeover for 
the Mif Albright and Jack Clark 
courses are on the books. In addi-
tion, Greenway Golf will restore the 
driving range. 
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Like this home at 617 
Central Ave. The building 
at 1208 Park St., above, , 
remains in disrepair. 
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Cabral

News in Brief

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

The U.S. Coast Guard is in-
vestigating the death of an Ala-
meda-based seaman following a 
search-and-rescue mission in the 
Bering Sea, where the cutter he 
serves on was on a patrol assign-
ment. (“Waesche Returns from 
Frigid North,” Dec. 5) 

Petty Officer Third Class Tra-
vis Obendorf died Wednesday, 
Dec. 18,  in a Seattle hospital as 
the result of a head injury he sus-
tained while helping to rescue 
five people from a fishing vessel 
near Amak Island, Alaska, a Coast 
Guard press release said. Chief 
Warrant Officer Allyson Conroy 
said completing an investigation 
of how he sustained that injury 
could take up to a year.

“Petty Officer Obendorf’s 
selfless actions directly contrib-
uted to rescuing five mariners 
in distress. His willingness to 
assist others, even amidst the 
dangerous environment of the 
Bering Sea, truly embodies the 
Coast Guard’s core values,” Cap-
tain John McKinley, commanding 
officer of the Coast Guard Cut-
ter Waesche, the ship Obendorf 
served on, was quoted as saying 
in a Coast Guard press release. 
“Travis will be sadly missed.”

Conroy couldn’t say how long 
Obendorf had been stationed in 
Alameda.

Waesche Crewmember
Dies from Head Injury

On Nov.11, 
Obendorf and 
others from the 
Waesche were on 
one of the cut-
ter’s small boats 
responding to a 
disabled fishing 
vessel Alaska 
Mist, that had 22 
mariners aboard. Oberndorf was 
injured during the first transfer of 
passengers from the disabled ves-
sel, the release said.

Weather conditions during 
the initial stages of the rescue in-
cluded rain, winds of 35 miles per 
hour and five- to 10-foot waves. 
As the Waesche began transfer-
ring the disabled vessel’s person-
nel and setting up a tow, winds 
increased to between 40 and 46 
miles per hour and waves rose to 
10 feet, a release detailing the res-
cue effort said.

After he was injured, a Coast 
Guard helicopter transported 
Obendorf to Cold Bay, where a 
commercial medevac picked him 
up and carried him to Anchorage, 
the release said. On December 
6, he was transferred to Swedish 
Hospital in Seattle for additional 
care.

The 166-foot fishing vessel and 
its crew were safely transported 
to Dutch Harbor, an earlier re-
lease detailing the rescue stated.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

 Coast Guard photo 

Obendorf

Giving from the Heart

Dennis Evanosky

Pappo opened its doors on Christmas Eve day to anyone in the community  in 
need of a hot bowl of soup and a friendly smile. Donated coats and winter 
clothes were also available to those who needed them. “Our staff and friends 
volunteered their time to make this happen,” said Pappo’s chef and owner John 
Thiel, pictured here fifth from left peeking over this holday season’s volunteers.  
This marks the eighth year Pappo has opened its doors to the less fortunate. 

Stassi Steps in at AMP
City Manager John Russo has 

appointed Ronald Stassi to serve 
as interim general manager for 
Alameda Municipal Power (AMP). 
Stassi will start his new job on 
Jan. 2.  

Stassi replaces the utility’s 
current general manager Girish 
Balachandran who is leaving for 
Riverside, where he is taking the 
general manager position. (“AMP 
General Manager Departs for 
Southland,” Dec. 12.)

Up from the Deep
The Coast Guard, the 

Environmental Protection Agency  
(EPA) and California Department of 
Resources, Recycling and Recovery 
(CalRecycle) successfully lifted 
the 150-foot tug Respect from the 
Oakland Estuary on Thursday, Dec. 
19. 

Two days earlier the EPA noti-
fied the Coast Guard of a potential 
pollution threat from the Respect, 
which sunk in 2007. After further 
research on the sunken tug, the 
Coast Guard determined that it 
posed a substantial threat and 
needed to be removed. The opera-
tion began on Wednesday, Dec. 18. 

Global Diving and Salvage Inc. 
had already completed rigging 
operations to raise, assess and 
defuel the Respect. The tug was 
transferred to Bay Ship and Yacht. 

In a press release the Coast 
Guard stated that it would work in 

tandem with EPA and CalRecycle 
to remove the oil and hazardous 
materials before finally disposing 
of the vessel.

Final Point EIR Available
The city announced it has made 

the final environmental impact 
report (EIR) for Alameda Point 
available for public perusal.

 “The report provides an evalua-
tion of the potential environmental 
impacts that may be expected as 
the result of the redevelopment 
and reuse of Alameda Point,” the 
city stated in a press release. 
“(The report) is consistent with the 
city’s general and reuse plans.”

 The final EIR is an informational 
document; it does not approve or 
deny the project, rather it provides 
important information that must be 
considered. 

 The document includes the 
draft EIR and the city’s response 
to comments on the draft EIR. City 
staff is recommending that the 
Planning Board hold a final public 
hearing on Monday Jan. 13. 

Staff further recommends that 
the Planning Board pass the draft 
resolutions and draft ordinance so 
that the City Council can certify the 
final EIR. 

“It is anticipated that the final 
City Council public hearing on 
these documents will be held on 
Feb. 4,” the city stated it its press 
release. 

Among other places the docu-
ment is available at the City Clerk’s 
office and city libraries. 
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