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Harbor Bay Isle Associates has proposed that plan for a hotel on Packet Landing 
Road, the current site of the Harbor Bay Club.  The developer now wants to build 
this hotel instead of the 80 homes it originally proposed for the site. 

Developer Wants 
Hotel at Club Site
Complex would replace Harbor Bay Club in new proposal

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Developer Ron Cowan’s Harbor 
Bay Isle Associates (HBIA) is offer-
ing fresh details about a potential 
alternative to the 80 luxury homes 
it would like to build at the current 
site of the Harbor Bay Club: A hotel 
and conference center. 

The complex would also include 
a restaurant offering up fine dining 
and a fitness center with tennis 
courts and a pool.

Specifics of the alternative plan 

were laid out in a letter that HBIA 
submitted to the city Monday, Dec. 
9. 

The potential environmen-
tal impacts of the hotel proposal 
will be studied as an alternative 
to the 80 homes Harbor Bay Isle 

A s s o c i a t e s 
has been seek-
ing permis-
sion to build 
on the nine-
acre club site 
at 200 Packet 
Landing Road. 

In addition to the homes, the devel-
oper has proposed building a new 
fitness club on an undeveloped 
North Loop Road property in the 
Harbor Bay Business Park.

“This alternative development 
scenario for this property is 
obviously physically 
achievable.” 

— Harbor Bay’s attorney, Daniel F. Reidy
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Sun Staff Reports
The Oakland Interfaith Gospel 

Choir, an ensemble that has 
received national recognition for its 
powerful renditions of traditional 
spirituals and gospel songs pres-
ents “Seedlings,” a fundraiser for 
the fifth-grade Science Camp for 
Ruby Bridges Elementary School.

Courtesy UC Santa Cruz

Fifth-graders at Ruby Bridges Elementary School will visit the Santa Cruz Wharf as 
part of their science camp adventure. They need your help to get there. 

Choir Concert to Raise 
Funds for Ruby Bridges
Fifth-graders can attend science camp at no cost

The school’s namesake, Ruby 
Bridges, will attend the fundrais-
er. In 1961, she became the first 
black child to attend an all-white 
elementary school in New Orleans. 
She now chairs the Ruby Bridges 
Foundation.

The Interfaith Gospel’s Youth 
Choir, African Drum and Dance and 

Ruby Bridges fifth-graders led by 
music teacher Alison Hart will also 
perform. 

Money raised at “Seedlings” will 
allow the fifth-graders to attend the 
school’s three-day, two-night out-
door education camp takes place at 
Mission Springs Outdoor Education 
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Ekene Ikeme
Alameda County Judge Thomas 

Reardon sentenced Douglas Yim, of 
Oakland, to 75 years to life in pris-
on last Friday, Dec. 13 for the shoot-
ing death of an Alameda resident. 

A jury convicted Yim, 34, of 
first-degree murder on Sept. 3 for 
the taking the life of 25-year-old 
Dzuy Dunh Phan, of Alameda. Yim 
also was convicted of assault with 
a firearm and mayhem for shoot-
ing another man, Paul Park, during 
the incident. Yim has a prior rob-
bery conviction, which increased 
his sentence. 

The fatal shooting took place on 
the morning of April 2, 2011, inside 
Yim’s home on the 3100 block of 
Herriott Avenue in Oakland. The 
three men were playing video 
games and discussing the existence 
of God while under the influence 
of alcohol, marijuana and cocaine, 
according to testimony from Park. 
Prosecutor Allyson Donovan said 
Yim and Phan were friends but the 
conversation about the existence 
of God turned hostile. 

Donovan said Yim got upset 
when Phan said he didn’t believe 
in God. He asked Yim where God 
was when Yim lost in a video game 
they had been playing and when 
Yim’s father collapsed and died of 
a stroke several years earlier.

This angered Yim, said 
Donovan, and Yim threw his 
video game controller through his 
television screen. Phan tried to 
calm him down, but Yim did not 
respond, so Phan told Yim that 

if he was upset he should just 
go get his gun. That is when Yim 
walked into his bedroom, load-
ed his semi-automatic rifle and 
shot Phan six times, according to 
Donovan.

Yim testified that he fired in self-
defense because Phan had a black 
object in his hand that he thought 
was a gun. However, Donovan said 
Phan was only holding a cell phone, 
never had a gun and never threat-
ened Yim.

She said all six shots that Yim 
fired at Phan hit his body between 
his waist and his head and the final 
shot was fired less than a foot from 
Phan’s head as Phan lay on the 
ground while bleeding from the 
impact of the initial shots.

Yim’s attorney Mario Andrews 
fought to have Yim convicted of 
manslaughter because he thought 
Yim did not intend to kill Phan and 
shot at him with the mistaken belief 
that Phan had a gun. He also said 
he did not think Yim fully knew 
what he was doing because he was 
under the influence of alcohol and 
drugs. Yim testified during the trial 
that, “I was really drunk that night” 
and said he remembered the first 
shot and the last shot but not the 
shots in between.

Donovan however believes 
Superior Court Judge Thomas 
Reardon gave Yim a fair sentence 
based on Yim’s conduct and the 
circumstances of the shooting.” 
Donovan said that she hopes that 
the sentencing “will bring some 
closure to Mr. Phan’s family.”

Oakland Man Sentenced 
in Alamedan’s Death

AUSD to Place Bond 
on November Ballot

Radio Evangelist Passes
‘Doomsday’ preacher known nationwide

Dennis Evanosky
The Alamdeda Unified School 

District (AUSD) plans to put a bond 
before the voters next November. 
District superintendent Kirsten Vi-
tal stated in a recent letter to the 
community that money raised by 
the bond would focus specifically 
on repairning, modernizing and, in 
some cases, replacing the district’s 
aging facilities.

 The bond would finance updat-
ing, among other things,  the dis-
trict’s heating and air conditioning 
systems. Improvements need to be 
made from the ground up, literally. 
Vital pointed out that in  some plac-
es  pavement, walls and ceilings are 
in poor condition. She also stated 
that “many of the portables on our 
sites need to be replaced.”

Vital states that AUSD facilities 
suffer from ills caused by aging in-
frastructure. She said that boilers, 
pumps and pipes at the schools 
have reached the end of their use-
ful lives.

“Most of our sites are not en-
ergy efficient,” she stated. “Few 
sites share the same type of light-
ing, windows, PA systems, or fire 
alarms, making maintenance costly 
and inconvenient.” 

The first step in putting the 
bond on the ballot consists of cre-
ating a facilities master plan, which 
Vital describes as “a blueprint of 
what our school sites will look like 
for the next several decades.” 

The district is already work-
ing on that plan. This month and 
last, teachers and principals met 
with the architects for this project, 
Quattrochi Kwok Associates (QKA). 
They discussed educational specifi-
cations, or “ed specs”  for all the 
district’s schools.  

“These ‘ed specs’ set the long-
range plan for the district’s educa-
tional goals, programs and facili-
ties,” Vital stated. 

QKA will be visiting each school 
in the district in January. The 
archtects will hold morning meet-
ings with committees made up of 
staff, faculty, parent/guardian and 

neighborhood representatives. 
These meetings will help identify 
the schools’ problems and visions. 
QKA will hold closed working ses-
sions in the afternoon 

The district will host evening 
community-wide meetings in April 
and May.  These will offer the com-
munity the opportunity to com-
ment on the proposed site designs 

“I cannot emphasize strongly 
enough the importance of your 
participation — as parents, guard-
ians, teachers, staff, neighbors, 
and community members,” stated 
Vital. 

“We need to hear your voices 
in order to create a plan for our 
schools that truly reflects our 
community’s values and our com-
munity’s needs.” 

Common Core Dollars: On Dec. 
15, Assemblymember Rob Bonta 
(D-Oakland) announced that AUSD 
will share in new state funding to 
implement the Common Core aca-
demic standards. 

These standards “will provide 
educators with the tools to ad-
vance instruction and integrate the 
latest technology into the learning 
environment,” Bonta stated in a 
press release. 

AUSD will receive $1,880,810. 
Independent programs that serve 
Oakland, Alameda and San Leandro 
students will share $2.2 million. 

California is among 45 states 
that have adopted Common Core. 
The program requires these states 
to adopt the same standards for 
English and mathematics. 

This helps all students get a 
good education, even if they change 
schools or move to a different state. 
Teachers, parents, and education 
experts teamed up to design these 
standards.

According to the state’s depart-
ment of education website, school 
districts, county offices of educa-
tion, charter schools and state 
special schools with 2012–13 en-
rollment are all eligible to receive 
funds to implement the Common 
Core program. Sun Staff Reports

Alameda resident and renowned 
Evangelical preacher Harold Camp-
ing died last Sunday, Dec. 15, at the 
age of 92.

Family Radio Network marketing 
manager Nina Romero confirmed 
Camping died at his home over the 
weekend. Romero said Camping 
had recently been hospitalized after 
falling. His Oakland-based ministry, 
founded in 1958, built a worldwide 
following.

Family Radio Network said in its 
statement that he is survived by his 
wife of 71 years.

“We know that each of us remain 
in God’s hand, and God is the One 
who knows our appointed time to 
leave our earthly body behind,” the 
statement said.

Camping is best known for his 
failed predictions of the world’s 
demise on his religious radio net-
work and thousands of billboards. 
Camping was a retired civil engi-
neer who first predicted the Rap-
ture would happen in Sept. 1994. 

When Judgment Day didn’t 
come to pass, he blamed it on a 
mathematical error. After his sec-
ond failed prediction in May 2011, 
the preacher again revised his 
prophecy, saying he had been off 
by five months. 

Family Radio spent as much as 
$1 million on the May 2011 Rapture 

bi l lboard 
campaign. 
Camping’s 
followers, 
some who 
even quit 
their jobs 
and sold 
all their 
possessions, also donated money 
for the campaign that produced 
more than 5,000 billboards and 20 
RVs plastered with the Judgment 
Day message. 

Camping’s radio network was 
valued at more than $117 million 
by 2008, according to published 

Local Deaths
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Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Police Depart-

ment (APD) is on the lookout for 
four suspects who were  involved 
in an armed robbery on Lincoln Av-
enue between Morton and Sherman 
streets last weekend.

APD reports that the heist took 
place between 6:35 and 6:45 p.m., 
last Saturday, Dec. 14, at Nancy’s 
Salon at 1307 Lincoln Ave.

“Our detectives are combing 
through security video and talk-
ing to witnesses in search of the 
suspects,” said APD investigations 
commander Lt. Jill Ottaviano. 

Three of the four suspects 

walked into the business just after 
6:35 p.m., according to police re-
ports. Ottavanio said that a fourth 
suspect was already inside the sa-
lon and posing as a customer. 

When the three suspects en-
tered the establishment, one of the 
them brandished a firearm while 
the other three corralled the nine 
victims into the rear of the nail sa-
lon. The robbers forced the  victims 
to hand over their personal belong-
ings. These included cell phones 
and wallets. The suspects also stole 
the money from the salon’s cash 
register. 

POLICE: Page 10

Police Seek Suspects in Robbery


