
Vol. 13  No. 9
November 28, 2013

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of 

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS . . . . 2

LOCAL HAPPENINGS . . 4

SPORTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

HOLIDAYS . . . . . . . . . . . 6

OPINION . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

PUZZLES . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

CLASSIFIED  . . . . . . . . 10

For breaking news and 
other content, visit

www.                              .com

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire 
Page 2
Police Blotter 
Page 3

All the doings of 
Island safety and 

law personnel

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Alameda Sun

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

St. Joe’s runners take top 
honors at tri-county meet.

SPORTS
Cross Country        Page 5

HOMETOWN NEWS
Special Bowlers  Page 9
Special Olympians compete in 

annual tournament.

PUZZLES
Thinking fun          Page 9
Sharpen your pencils for that 
famed newspaper tradition.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Harvest Season     Page 6

Reaping what we’ve sown 
this holiday season.

Date Rise Set
Today 07:02 16:51
Nov. 29 07:03 16:51
Nov. 30 07:04 16:51
Dec. 1 07:05 16:51
Dec. 2 07:06 16:50
Dec. 3 07:07 16:50
Dec. 4 07:08 16:50

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING!

JoanAnn Radu-SinaikoJoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

AUSD Hires Chief 
Business Officer

The Alameda Unified School Dis-
trict (AUSD) board of education ap-
proved the hiring of Robert Clark, 
Ed.D., as the district’s new chief 
business officer (CBO). Clark will 
start work in early January.

He has served as assistant su-
perintendent/chief business officer 
for the Burlingame School District 
(BSD) since 2008. His fiscal and ad-
ministrative responsibilities there 
included: managing payroll, pur-
chasing and technology as well as 
supervising BSD’s maintenance and 
operations department. 

Clark received his master’s in 
education from San Francisco State 
University and his doctorate in ed-
ucation from the University of La 
Verne.

Clark lives in Oakland with his 
husband and two Labroodles.

Meters Take a Holiday
The city has announced free all-

day parking at metered spaces for 
the Park Street and West Alameda 
business districts will begin on 
Black Friday, Nov. 29, and include 
the four Saturdays in December.

“Although the meters will be 
free on these days, drivers should 
observe the hour limits so that oth-

ers may share in the opportunity 
to park as well,” the city stated in a 
press release. 

‘Slow down,’ Chief Says
An Alameda Police Department 

(APD) study from Sept. 24 to Oct. 
8 revealed what many Alamedans 
have already suspected: Drivers are 
speeding on Island City streets. 

During these two weeks APD of-
ficers issued 420 tickets more than 
half, 232, were for speeding. Some 
of the most egregious offenses were 
for speeding at 50 mph on streets 
marked 25 mph. APD ticketed one 
driver for going 54 mph in a 30-mph 
zone.

APD issues most speeding tick-
ets on thoroughfares used to enter 
and exit Alameda. During the two-
week study period, officers issued 
136 of the 232 speeding tickets on 
just three streets: Otis Drive (56), 
Fernside Boulevard (52) and Con-
stitution Way (28).

APD Chief Paul Rolleri said that 
his officers do not give out tickets 
to help the city’s bottom line. The 
city only gets 12 to 16 percent of the 
total fine, he said. 

For example, a ticket for driv-
ing between one and 15 mph over 
the speed limit costs $238. The city 
receives $28.70; the rest goes to 
Alameda County and the state of 
California. 

Dennis Evanosky
If all goes according to sched-

ule Alameda County’s health pro-
vider, Alameda Health System 
(AHS), will take the reins at Ala-
meda Hospital next March. The 
hospital would become part of an 
organization that includes High-
land Hospital in Oakland, Fair-
mont Hospital in San Leandro, the 
John George Psychiatric Hospital 
in San Lorenzo and San Leandro 
Hospital, which AHS added to its 
portfolio on Oct. 31. 

The city’s Health Care District 
board of directors voted last Thurs-
day to set the affiliation in motion. 
AHS must approve the measure be-
fore Alameda Hospital can officially 
join the county’s broader family of 
health-care providers. The board 
at the county level is scheduled to 
consider taking over Alameda Hos-
pital’s license this week. 

Alameda Hospital put affiliation 
plans in motion when it signed a 
letter of intent with AHS on June 12 
(“Hospital Board Votes to Affiliate 
with County,” June 20). 

If the county board approves 
the move, AHS will take financial 
responsibility for and manage the 
day-to-day operations at Alameda 
Hospital. In addition AHS would ab-
sorb Alameda Hospital’s employees 
into its system. 

In her recommendation to her 
board Alameda Hospital CEO Deb-
orah Stebbins told its members 
that the affiliation with AHS “will 
ensure the preservation of acute 
care and emergency services for 
the residents of Alameda, enable 
us to complete seismic renovation 
and other technological upgrades 
to provide state of the art services.”

Alameda Hospital has already 
received one extension to seismical-
ly upgrade its facilities. According 
to the agreement AHS will “initiate, 
oversee and implement the process 
of completing seismic upgrades re-
quired at Alameda Hospital.”

AHS would also maintain the 
hospital’s health records system. 
The hospital has already tapped 
into AHS assets. On July 31, the sys-
tem made a line of credit of $1.5 mil-
lion available to the hospital “to as-
sist the district in paying operating 
expenses essential to the continued 

operation of Alameda Hospital.”
Alameda Hospital’s emergency 

room will remain open when AHS 
takes over. However, it would be up 
to AHS what other services the fa-
cility could offer. Alameda Hospital 
currently operates a pair of nurs-
ing homes, the Water’s Edge and 
Alameda Hospital at South Shore, 
as well as the Kate Creedon Center 
for Advanced Wound Care and an 
orthopedic clinic, Bay Area Bone & 
Joint Center.

The deal would spell relief for 
Alameda Hospital, which continues 
to lose money, some $500,000 in Oc-
tober alone. The affiliation with AHS 
does not spell that same relief for Al-
ameda’s taxpayers, however. They 
would still have to pay the hospital’s 
$298 parcel tax, which puts some $6 
million a year into the hospital’s cof-
fers, money that is essential to the 
hospital’s affiliation with AHS. 

The hospital’s board of direc-
tors would retain control of the 
parcel tax money, but the board is 
expected to use it to pay down the 
AHS line of credit and to support 
the health care district’s opera-
tions. The hospital would also re-
tain ownership of its real estate on 
Willow Avenue. Without that deed 
of trust, the hospital would be un-
able to collect the parcel tax. 

Alameda Hospital and its pre-
decessor have served Alameda 
for almost 120 years. Kate Cree-
don founded Alameda Sanatorium 
in 1894 in a small house that she 
converted into a six-bed facility. 
By 1901 the hospital had its own 
three-story building and included a 
nursing school. 

In 1925, the hospital built a larg-
er facility. In 2002, Alameda voters 
approved the creation of the city of 
Alameda Health Care District and 
with it the parcel tax to support the 
hospital.

Alameda Hospital Set to 
Join County Health Group

VA Reveals Plans 
for Point Facilities

Wind Helps Damage 
Famed ‘Friends’ Bench

Eric J. Kos
Jackson Park in the center 

of Park Avenue appears to have 
taken more than its share of wind 
damage due to this past week-
end’s gusts reaching 65 mph. The 
head of a palm tree at the south 
end of the park broke off after 
having been structurally under-
mined by a resident colony of 
bees. The tree fell on a concrete 
park bench known for its inscrip-
tion “In Memory of My Dumb 
Friends.” The inscription and a 
street sign were damaged in the 
tree’s fall. 

I walked through Jackson 
Park Monday morning. A part of 
the inscription had been carried 
north of San Jose Avenue and left 
unceremoniously in a curb strip 
until I brought it to the atten-
tion of an Alameda Recreation 
and Parks Department (ARPD) 
employee. The employee collect-

ed the shard of concrete and 
assured me they could use epoxy 
or some other method to repair 
the bench. 

A neighbor who volunteers to 
help clean the park told me he 
thought otherwise. He told me 
crews took the concrete pieces 
and other debris from the tree 
away in a truck. 

The bees were clustered at 
the base of the tree in a swarm, 
likely disoriented at the disap-
pearance of their home.

ARPD did not respond to calls 
by press time regarding resto-
ration of the historic green bench 
erected by a Jackson Park neigh-
bor in 1920.

Isabelle and George Clark 
lived at 1173 Park Ave., just 
three houses away from the 
bench.  In 1920, sometime after 
George died, Isabelle installed the 
bench to remember him. She and 

George loved animals and the 
phrase “dumb friends” refers to 
these creatures who are unable 
to speak. The bench also had a 
trough for the couple’s “friends” 
to drink from. 

The 1916 Polk Directory lists 
Isabelle as a widow: “Clark, Isa-
belle, widow of Geo B.; rooms, 
1173 Park Avenue,” it says. (The 
word “rooms” indicates that 
Isabelle rented roomsa in the 
house.)

Urban myths persist that 
The Doors’ lead singer, Jim Mor-
rison, had something to do with 
the bench. These stories are 
not true. Morrison was not even 
alive when Isabelle installed the 
bench in 1920. Morrison arrived 
in Alameda with his family in 
1957, some 37 years after Alamed-
ans started enjoying the Clarks’ 
“dumb friends” bench. 

Dennis Evanosky contributed 

Cody Tabor

The “In Memory of My Dumb Friends” bench at the southern end of 
Jackson Park suffered extensive damage during last weekend’s windstorm.

Local Deaths

Passed away peacefully in 
Alameda on Nov. 24, 2013. Eugene 
was born in Beaver, Penn. in 1911 
to Arthur and Ethel Evans. He was 
preceded in death 
by his loving 
wife Marion who 
passed away in 
November 2010.

They were 
married for 57 
years. He was also 
preceded in death 
by his sister 
Juanita Stevens 
and his beloved 
dog Sandy.

He leaves 
behind his chil-
dren Susan 
Velasquez of San Jose, James 
Evans and Nancy Evans of 
Alameda, grandchildren Francisco 
Velasquez of San Jose and Alyssa 
Evans of Alameda, great-grand-
children Jaycob Velasquez of San 
Jose, Izayah and Elisha Velasquez 
of Morgan Hill, son-in-law John 
Velasquez of San Jose, daughter-

in-law Denise Evans of Alameda, 
former son-in-law Chuck Bianchi 
of Alameda and various nieces 
and nephews.

Eugene served 
in the Army from 
June 24, 1940 to 
Aug. 23, 1945 in 
Honolulu and was 
a Pearl Harbor 
Survivor. After 
leaving the ser-
vice he moved 
to San Francisco 
where he met his 
wife. After marry-
ing they moved 
to Sunnyvale. He 
was employed 
by Langendorf 

Bakery for 29 years before retiring 
in 1974.

After retirement he moved to 
Chico where he was active in his 
church choir and softball team. He 
was also a member of the Bidwell 
General Barbershop Quartet. In 
1997 Eugene and Marion moved to 

Eugene Arthur Evans
April 13, 1911 – Nov. 24, 2013

Courtesy photo

Evans served every day 
of World War II.
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Richard Bangert
The Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) and the Navy jointly 
issued their final environmental 
assessment for Alameda Point on 
Nov. 18. The assessment includes 
details of the proposed outpatient 
clinic, offices and columbarium. Ac-
cording to the report the 112-acre 
project on the former Naval Air 
Station’s runways would cause no 
significant impacts to the environ-
ment. The review culminates years 
of debate over the project’s poten-
tial impacts on the endangered Cal-
ifornia least terns that nest nearby. 
It also paves the way for the Navy 
to transfer 624 acres of the airfield 
to the VA next year.

The VA began looking at the Al-
ameda site in 2004 to expand and 

consolidate its small, scattered facil-
ities. More than 9,000 veterans are 
enrolled in clinical services in the 
East Bay and patient visits are up 
50 percent since 2008. The Alameda 
Point outpatient clinic will see some 
543 veterans each weekday and 70 
on Saturday and Sunday, the report 
states. The VA anticipates employ-
ing a staff of 250, including 26 physi-
cians and 34 nurses.

The VA will also establish a 
new national cemetery at Alameda 
Point. The two closest VA cemeter-
ies in San Bruno and San Francis-
co’s Presidio no longer accept new 
interments. Currently the closest 
burial options for Bay Area veter-
ans are the San Joaquin Valley Na-
tional Cemetery in Santa Nella and 
the Sacramento Valley National 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 

This sketch looks east over the site of the runways at the former Naval Air Station. It 
shows the future VA columbarium in foreground and the clinic and office building in 
background. The view is from the west.

Cemetery in Dixon. The new colum-
barium will initially encompass 20 
acres, with the remaining 60 acres 
built out in increments until com-
pletion next century. The VA antic-
ipates approximately six weekday 
services at the columbarium.

When making their assessment, 
the VA and Navy evaluated sev-
en intersections in Oakland; four 
cross-streets in Alameda; the Posey 
and Webster tubes and segments of 
I-880, for traffic impacts. The report 
noted that in Alameda the Atlantic 
Avenue and Webster Street intersec-
tion would perform at unacceptable 
levels not only because of the VA 
project, but because of other Ala-
meda Point development. “The min-
imal additional traffic resulting from 
the proposed action would not, cu-
mulatively, make the already unac-
ceptable intersections significantly 
worse,” the assessment states.  

To help mitigate traffic con-
gestion, the VA plans to operate a 
24-passenger shuttle bus service be-
tween Alameda Point and Oakland’s 
City Center BART station every half 
hour, seven days a week. Extending 
AC Transit’s No. 31 bus to the clinic 
would provide additional service, if 
the transit agency decides to add 
that service.

Follow Richard Bangert’s coverage 
of Alameda Point at alamedapointen-
vironmentalreport.wordpress.com. 

The deal would 
spell relief for 
Alameda Hospital, 
which continues 
to lose money, 
some $500,000 in 
October alone.


