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Pinball Museum Shoots 
for Carnegie Library

Eric J. Kos
In the effort of full disclosure 

I am and have been a volunteer, 
part-time employee and contrac-
tor of the Pacific Pinball Museum 
(PPM) for almost 10 years now. 

The Carnegie Campaign
The PPM has long sought a 

permanent home for its collec-
tion of nearly 1,000 operable pin-
ball machines and other coin op-
erated machines spanning more 
than a century of history. In years 
past, the museum considered 
locations in San Francisco and on 
Alameda Point. 

Recently, the location has 
crystallized in the form of a 
signed Letter of Intent with the 
City of Alameda to restore the 
vacant Carnegie Library across 
from City Hall and create a new 
home for the museum.

The building has sat vacant 
since 1998 and was built with do-
nations from steel baron-turned-
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie 
in 1902. 

“It is extremely important 
to our mission that we occupy 

a building of historical signifi-
cance,” said PPM Board Chair-
man Larry Zartarian. “The 1902 
Carnegie Library is a testament to 
American education and an ideal 
location for PPM to teach visitors 
about art, science and history as 
related to pinball.”

The library will more than 
triple the museum’s display 
capacity along with providing 
space for community events, 
classrooms, exhibits and other 
expansions to PPM’s learning 
programs. The adjoining Chil-
dren’s Library and assorted 
outbuildings (also a part of the 
agreement) will support efforts 
in the main building. 

City Manager John Russo put 
forth an offer to lease the Carn-
egie Library and the attached 
property for 30 years. 

In return, PPM will be respon-
sible for completing the restora-
tion and bringing the Carnegie up 
to current day building code re-
quirements. Projects will include 
re-doing the electrical, plumb-
ing and sewer utilities as well as 
adding ADA accessibility. A HVAC 
system and fire sprinklers will be 
incorporated into the building to 
help ensure its survival. 

PPM attracts some 33,000 peo-
ple annually to its Webster Street 
location where it has already ex-
panded five times. 

“PPM has been bringing 
people to Alameda for over 10 
years and has established itself 
as a stable and imaginative non-
profit,” said Alameda City Man-
ager John Russo. “The prospect 
of having a pinball museum at 
the Carnegie is exciting and the 
City of Alameda looks forward to 
taking the next steps with PPM

Michael Schiess

City Manager John Russo helped representatives from the Pacific Pinball 
Museum re-imagine the interior of the Carnegie Library as the new home for the 
museum during a tour earlier this year.
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The City of 
Alameda looks 
forward to tak-
ing the next steps 
with PPM to make 
our common 
vision a reality.”

— City Manager John Russo

Russo Appoints New 
Department Heads

 Sun Staff Reports
City Manager John Russo re-

cently made four appointments 
at the directorship level. These 
include Paul Rolleri as chief of the 
Alameda Police Department(APD); 
Debbie Potter as community devel-
opment director; Bob Haun as Pub-
lic Works director; and Stephanie 
Garrabrant-Sierra as administrative 
services director.

Rolleri has served APD as its 
interim chief since June. He began 
his 25-year law enforcement career 
as an investigator for the state of 
California Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control from 1989-1992. 
He became an Alameda police of-
ficer in 1992. In 1997 APD awarded 
him a medal of merit for his actions 
following a violent bank robbery. 

Potter has served as interim 
community development direc-
tor since April. Before taking on 
that role she worked on the reuse 
and redevelopment of Alameda 

Point and the Fleet Industry Sup-
ply Center (FISC)/East Housing. She 
also served as the city’s housing 
development and programs man-
ager. Potter managed the 215-acre 
Catellus mixed-use project, which 
includes Bayport and the recently 
opened Target store.

Haun has been the interim Pub-
lic Works director since July. He 
began working for the city in 1992 
after a 25-year career as a self-em-
ployed general contractor and fa-
cilities manager. 

He managed construction of the 
Main Library, which he completed 
ahead of schedule and significantly 
under budget. 

Garrabrant-Sierra began work-
ing for the city last year as an as-
sistant city attorney. Russo created 
her position as part of a restructur-
ing effort. She will oversee the city’s 
human resources, information tech-
nology, public procurement and 
contract compliance departments.

Sun Staff Reports
It didn’t take a sip of Hangar One 

Vodka to shake things up near St. 
George Spirits on Tuesday morning, 
Nov. 12; an earthquake stepped in 
and did the job. A temblor with its 
epicenter some 5 miles below and 
just behind the distillery rattled Al-
ameda Point at 7:17 a.m. 

The micro-quake, which reg-
istered a slight 2.3 on the Richter 
scale, did no damage. Ten Alamed-
ans logged onto the United States 
Geological Survey’s (USGS) “Did 
You Feel It?” page to let the USGS 
know that they indeed felt the earth 
shake. People from as far away as 

San Jose and San Bruno also let 
USGS that they felt the Alameda 
earthquake.  

The temblor was the first to 
strike Alameda in 43 years and the 
first of four Nov. 12 shakers that 
reminded Bay Area residents that 
they live in earthquake country. 
After the earth shook in Alameda, a 
3.0 temblor on the Calaveras Fault 
rattled Danville at 3:35 p.m.

Then a 2.8 quake on the San 
Andreas Fault rattled Pacifica resi-
dents five minutes later at 3:40 p.m. 
A 2.1 earthquake, the second of the 
day on the Calaveras Fault, hit San 
Ramon at 4:24 p.m.

Temblor Strikes Island City

Dennis Evanosky
America’s Cup Ad Hoc Com-

mittee was scheduled to present 
its final report to the City Council 
at its meeting last Tuesday. The 
committee dates back to June 
2011 when the Council began ex-
ploring ways the city could par-
ticipate in the events surrounding 
the races.

Members of the local maritime 
and business community formed 
a 12-member committee that met 
regularly to find ways to bring rev-
enue from the races to Alameda. 

“The committee succeeded 
in raising local and international 
awareness of Alameda as a work-
ing maritime community,” Debo-
rah Potter, the city’s community 
development director, stated in 
the report.

Potter pointed to the com-
mittee’s major accomplishment: 
“Attracting two of the four teams 
competing in the regatta to locate 
their team operations at Alameda 
Point.”

“Alameda offers convenient 
shoreline water access to our rac-
ing grounds in San Francisco Bay,” 
said Paul Cayard, CEO of Artemis 
Racing during negotiations for the 
70-member Royal Swedish Yacht 
Club team to make its home at Al-
ameda Point. 

Artemis inked a 19-month lease 
for the use of an 11,000-square-
foot hangar on Seaplane Lagoon. 
The Prada-sponsored Italian sail-
ing team, Luna Rossa Challenge 
2013, represented the Circolo 
della Vela Sicilia Yacht Club. Luna 
Rossa leased a 65,400-square-foot 
hangar.

o c c u p i e d 
the building 
next door for 
seven months. 
The total lease 
revenue from 
the two teams 
netted the city 
some $556,215, 
the report stat-
ed. 

More than prestige was in-
volved. The Swedish team con-
tracted with many Alameda 
businesses for local hotel accom-
modations, gym facilities, daily 
catering, custodial services and 
marine and building supplies.  

The team members moved to 
Alameda with their families. They 
rented homes and apartments in 
town.  

Alameda Theatre and Cineplex 
owner Kyle Con-
nor iced Alam-
eda’s America’s 
Cup cake. He 
provided a venue 
for sailing buffs 
to watch a live 
stream of the 
races at his the-
ater. “There was 
an outpouring of 

support for this idea and for the 
theater,” Connor said. 

He’s looking at this experi-
ence as a springboard to bring 
other events of interest to his big 
screen. “I want to use the theater 
for more than just movies,” he 
said. “There’s more coming, in-
cluding the performing arts, espe-
cially opera.” 

All this started with the city’s 
idea to create a subcomittee fo-

Council Considered 
Cup Races’ Impact

Dennis Evanosky

Alameda Theatre and Cineplex owner Kyle Connor 
played a role in bringing the America’s Cup races to 
his theater. He worked with the people running the race 
and streamed the races live. Racing fans packed the 
historic theater to watch Oracle’s racing team clinch the 
cup for the United States. 

Former Raider Died in 
I-880 Crash Monday

Ekene Ikeme
California Highway Patrol 

(CHP) confirmed that two motor-
ists, including former Oakland 
Raider and Alameda resident 
Thomas Howard, were killed in a 
multi-car collision on Interstate 
880 in Oakland early Monday, 
Nov. 18. 

CHP said Howard, 30, was 
reportedly driving a BMW 750 
Li northbound on I-880 around 
12:50 a.m. when he lost control of 
his vehicle. Howard crashed his 
automobile into the back of a big 
rig before the Fifth Avenue exit in 
Oakland. The impact of the col-
lision sent him and his car over 
the median into I-880 southbound 
where he sideswiped a Chevro-
let Monte Carlo and landed on 
top of a Honda CRV, according to 
Oakland police officer Daniel Hill. 
Howard and the driver of the Hon-
da, 64-year-old Zeng Long Liu of 
Hayward, were pronounced dead 
at the scene by first responders. 

Howard’s BMW was discov-
ered on its roof in the far left lane, 
and Liu’s Honda was blocking the 
far right lanes.

“He started in the third north-
bound lane and crashed into the 
Honda in the third southbound 
lane,” Hill said. “He would have had 
to overturn several times to make 
it to that side of the freeway.”

Witnesses told CHP that the 
BMW had been traveling in ex-
cess of 100 mph, said Hill. The or-
deal left debris scattered all over 
I-880 southbound. Howard’s car 
crashed so violently it was unrec-
ognizable, said Hill. 

“The damage was spectacular 
in a horrible way,” Hill said. “At 
the speed he was traveling, he 
never would have been able to 
react in time to avoid a collision. 

We can say with relative certainty 
that speed was the cause of this 
collision.”

The driver of the big rig was 
not injured, but the driver of the 
Chevrolet was taken to a local 
hospital. 

The Howard family sent out 
a statement early Tuesday, Nov. 
19, through public relations di-
rector Lauren Renschler. “We 
are grateful for the outpouring 
of prayers, love and support we 
have received today,” read the 
statement. “During this difficult 
time, we ask that you respect the 
privacy of our family, as well as 
the privacy of the family of Zeng 
Long Liu. Please continue to pray 
for both families.”

The Raiders selected Howard, 
a Lubbock, Tex native, the 38th 
overall pick in the second round 
of the 2006 NFL draft. He started 
62 games over the next five years. 
In 2007, his six interceptions led 
the Raiders, and his 172 yards 
during interception returns led 
the league. Howard played col-
legiate football at University of 
Texas-El Paso.

Howard played for the Cincin-
nati Bengals in 2011 and 2012. He 
was signed by the Atlanta Falcons 
last month, but was released re-
cently. 

Howard lived on Bay Farm Is-
land and continued to live there 
after he left the Raiders. He also 
started the Thomas Howard Foun-
dation, which “worked to build 
partnerships and programs to en-
hance student’s academic and ath-
letic goals,” for youth ages nine to 
13. On the foundations website it 
listed his Alameda address as the 
foundation’s address.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.“I want to use 

the theater for 
more than just 
movies. There’s 
more coming...” 

— Alameda Theater Owner 
Kyle Connor

cused on attracting America’s 
Cup’s success across San Francis-
co Bay to the Island City. 


