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Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Learning through the arts very 
much alive on the Island.
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Jack London story features 
adventures near Bay Farm.

Softball team demolishes 
all opposition.
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IT’S NATIONAL 
TEDDY BEAR DAY!

By Dennis Evanosky
The home at 1810 Clinton Ave. in

Alameda’s Leonardville has been lov-
ingly maintained. In his book
Leonardville Heritage Area, author
and historian Woody Minor tells us
that ship captain Rowland C. Clapp
purchased the home from Joseph
Leonard in the spring of 1891 and
lived there with his family until his
death in 1910. 

The Clapp family’s property
extended to the shores of San
Francisco Bay. High ceilings set off
the living room and formal dining
room with fireplace and the large
family room. A nice staircase leads to
the four bedrooms upstairs.

Clapp move to California from
Maine with his wife, Elinore (who
preferred to be call Nellie), and
daughters Sadie, Maude and Louise;
sons Roland and Charles were born
in California; Roland the year before
the family moved into 1810 Clinton
Ave. and Charles five years after

Leonardville’s creator, Joseph
Leonard was born near Dallas,” says
writer David Weinstein. He studied
mechanical engineering in upstate
New York and architecture in
Philadelphia. Leonard arrived in San
Francisco in 1883 with his wife, Annie;
daughters, Mattie and Tona; and son,
George. George became an architect
and joined his dad in business, says
Weinstein.  

Leonard moved across the bay to
Alameda in 1887. “He was soon acquir-
ing large tracts of land for develop-

ment.” Weinstein says .  “He
bragged  about  keeping  h is
prices low through economies of
scale.”

Leonardville filled roughly five
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1103 High Street
4bd/2.5 ba updated Alameda 
bungalow. 2361 sq. ft., with

updated kitchen and 
hardwood floors throughout.
One block from Otis School

and close to Krusi Park.
Perfect family home with

downstairs basement that has
street access and a separate

workshop out back.

Call Douglas Manful
of Sotheby’s Realty

(415) 901-1787

Spacious
East End

Ranch
Central to

Everything
Open 

Sat & Sun 
2-4PM

3321 CENTRAL AVE.
PRICE REDUCED!

See page 8 
for more information.

Presented by:
Angela McIntyre

of 
Gallagher & Lindsey

377-7733 (cell)
www.eastbayrealty.org

The Home of the Week
$150 Contracted Advertiser

$225 Without Contract
Per Week

First Come, First Served
75 words + 1 b&w photo inside
also online - no  extra charge

Premium Position 
Full Color

On Space Available Basis
1 Space = 5” x 2.5” 
$126.30 per week

2 spaces = 10” x 5.25”
$248.60 per week

Open the door from the past and step
into the future — your new life in 
historic Alameda! 

How wonderful to know that a lovely
Victorian like this, built by the famed
Marcuse & Remmel team, at the very
desirable East End of Alameda, has
already gone through the most 
significant phases of renovation. 
And all done with permits!

Tucked amidst other vintage homes on
a quiet and tree-lined street, enjoy
walking around this delightful East
End neighborhood that borders the
Fernside district.

Information deemed reliable 
but not guaranteed.

• Built in 1892
• 1936 sq.ft. home 

per architectual 
plans approved 
by the City

• 4130 sq.ft. lot, 
fenced in yard with 
covered patio

• 3 bedrooms
• 2.5 baths, 

upgraded, 
remodeled

• Large dry 
storage room

• 8-ft ceilings in 
lower level living 
quarters

• New foundation
• New roof
• New stairs
• New windows
• New gas 

burning 
fireplace

• New sewer lateral
• New electrical, 

plumbing
• 1 car garage

Pacita C. Dimacali
REALTOR®, e-PRO, 
Seniors Real Estate Specialist®

510.205.2992 cell
510.523.1570 fax
Pacita@PacitaRealtor.com
www.PacitaRealtor.com 
for more photos

1523 Fountain, Alameda
A historic home by Marcuse & Remmel

$799,000
Full Color Big Splash

5.69” x 11.25”
$255 per week (52 weeks)
$349 per week (26 weeks)
$399 per week (13 weeks)

$450 per week 
(6 weeks or less)

Full Color Half Splash
5.69” x 5.5” (half as tall)

$130 per week (52 weeks)
$185 per week (26 weeks)
$210 per week (13 weeks)

$245 per week 
(6 weeks or less)

Full Color Small Splash
4” x 4”

$80 per week (52 weeks)
$95 per week (26 weeks)
$110 per week (13 weeks)

$199 per week 
(6 weeks or less)

At Home in ‘Leonardville’

The home at 1810 Clinton
Avenue was built by prolific
Alameda architect, Joseph
Leonard.

In a Nutshell
Where: 1810 Clinton Ave.

Alameda
Features: The high ceilings in this

home in the heart of historic
Leonardville set off the living room, a
dining room and a large family room.
The home has a remodeled eat-in
kitchen, a large basement and off-
street parking

Bedrooms: Four
Baths: Two
Asking Price: $899,000
Listing agent: Andrea Gordon,

Red Oak Realty, 292-2018;
andrea@andreagordon.com

Conversation Places
by Dennis Evanosky

600 words, two photos = $450
includes free pdf flyer of feature
400 words, one photo = $275

Both go online no extra charge

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
In the ESSENCE  Page E2

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan 

A future Jean Sweeney Open 
Space Park could include a bike 
park, a gazebo, an outdoor class-
room and contributed art.

Gardens, biking and hiking 
trails, a lawn-fronted gazebo and 
covered picnic pavilion are some of 
the features proposed for the new 
park that is planned for 22 acres of 
one-time Alameda Belt Line prop-
erty.

Recreation and Park Com-
mission members will offer their 
thoughts this evening on the draft 
plan for the park. This plan will 
make the rounds of city commis-
sions and will be the subject of an 
online survey seeking the public’s 
feedback before coming back to 
the commission 
and then, the City 
Council, for ap-
proval.

L a n d s c a p e 
architect and 
Planning Board 
member Kristof-
fer Köster created 
designs for the 
new park free of 
charge.

The plans call 
for more “active uses” along the out-
side edges of the park and a quieter, 
more serene setting at its heart. The 
draft plan puts parking, restrooms 
and natural playground areas at the 
eastern and western edges of the 
mile-long park, with a wide, paved 
Cross Alameda Trail along its north-
ern edge that will be lighted at all 
times. The plan includes a tree buf-
fer on the southern side to shield 
residents from park noise.

The conceptual designs show 
a 250-plot food production garden 
behind the Alameda Food Bank and 
a bike park at the opposite interior 
edge of the park, while the center 
is reserved for butterfly and Zen 
gardens, a frog pond, a gazebo, 
outdoor classroom and picnic area. 
The very center of the park would 
be occupied by an urban forest, 
and biking and hiking trails would 
be scattered throughout.

The plan is to be used as a “road 
map” for final park design, devel-
opment — and fundraising; a cost 
estimate and funding sources for 
the planned park have yet to be 
provided.

Fundraising may not be the 
only challenge facing the city as it 
seeks to erect a park on the former 
rail yard, a study on the proposed 
production garden showed. The 
site has some soil contamination 
and is littered with old railroad ties 
and debris, according to the study 
conducted by the Alameda Point 
Collaborative.

Debris, possible contamination 
and uneven ground could make 
siting a community garden behind 
the food bank as proposed both 
costly and challenging, the study 

says while building the garden to 
serve at the opposite end of the 
park would require a truck to haul 
its bounty to the food bank.

The former Alameda Belt Line 
rail yard is dotted with creosote-
soaked rail ties, the study says.
Students who tested the soil 
found high concentrations of lead 
in some areas. The property is 
also the target for illegal dumpers, 
the study says.

A raised berm loaded with con-
struction debris lines the northern 
edge of the site, the study says.

“During our walk-through and 
soil testing, there were pieces of 
pipe, insulation, lumber, roofing 
material, wiring, cement and as-
phalt in the surface and immediate 
subsurface across a large area of 

the (Alameda Belt 
Line),” it says.

In order to 
avoid possible soil 
contamination and 
the ever-present 
railroad ties, the 
study’s author rec-
ommended a 250-
plot garden grown 
in raised beds or 
containers; food 
bank clients would 

be given preference for plots.
The late Jean Sweeney, the 

park’s namesake, discovered an 
old contract that required Union 
Pacific Railroad to sell the Belt Line 
property back to the city for 1924 
prices, plus improvements. 

In 2010 the city purchased the 
land, which includes the mile-
long, 300-foot-wide rail yard and 
the narrower rail line property, 
for just under $1 million. The for-
mer rail yard is bounded by Con-
stitution Way, Atlantic Avenue and 
Sherman Street.

A 2012 master parks plan identi-
fied the property as an ideal spot to 
build a park, and the city has been 
working toward that goal, conduct-
ing workshops and an online sur-
vey to gather residents’ thoughts 
on what should be included. In May, 
the council approved half a dozen 
potential uses to be included in 
the park, a list that includes walk-
ing and biking trails, natural open 
space, picnic areas, community 
gardens, natural playgrounds and 
open lawn space.

In September, the commission 
declined to pursue a proposal from 
a group seeking to set livestock 
grazing on five of the rail yard’s 22 
acres as a land management and 
food production effort. They said 
the proponents of the Alameda 
Land Preserve waited too long to 
offer their plan.

The Recreation and Park  Com-
mission meets at 7 p.m., this eve-
ning, Nov. 14, at in the City Council 
chambers at City Hall, 2623 Santa 
Clara Ave. 

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

Sweeney Park Before 
Rec Commission Tonight
Trails, gardens included in draft plan

The plans call 
for more “active 
uses” along the 
outside edges 
of the park and 
a quieter, more 
serene setting at 
its heart.

Grand Street Oil 
Tanks Demolished

Dennis Evanosky
Pennzoil-Quaker State has 

contracted Environmental 
Resources Management (ERM) 
to demolish 36 of the oil compa-
ny’s 48 aboveground oil tanks at 
2015 Grand St. Pennzoil repack-
aged and warehoused petro-
leum products at the plant. It 
was the last active shipper on 

the Alameda Belt Line, which 
ceased operations in 1998. 
Coincidentally Pennzoil merged 
with Quaker State that same 
year. Although Pennzoil traces 
its roots back to late 19th-cen-
tury Pennsylvania, the company 
was founded in Los Angeles in 
1913. 

“We are very pleased about 

the removal of these tanks as 
it will greatly reduce the visual 
blight in the city, and improve 
the quality of life for the sur-
rounding neighborhoods,” said 
Mayor Marie Gilmore. 

Once the demolition is com-
plete the city’s General Plan 
anticipates 78 homes will be 
built on this site.

Auto Thefts on the Rise in Town

News in Brief

Hornet to Celebrate 75

Sun Staff Reports

Pajama-Clad Diners Welcome
Perforce Foundation invites 

Alamedans to don their pajamas 
for a breakfast-for-dinner fundrais-
er from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Friday, 
Nov. 22. “Short Stack for a Tall 
Cause” will benefit Alameda Point 
Collaborative and the East Oakland 
Boxing Association.

The Alameda Fire Department 
will be on hand to cook up its 
famous pancakes as part of a full 
breakfast menu — something for 
the whole family. Bring the kids for 
a meal and story time, face paint-
ing, seed planting and more. Banjo 
player Bill Evans will provide the 
entertainment. 

The event will take place in 
Perforce’s parking lot on Clement 
Avenue near Oak Street. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $8 for kids 7 and 
under. A limited number of family 
packs are also available for $50. For 
tickets or more information visit 
tallcause.bpt.me.

Make a Joyful Sound
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

1420 Lafayette St., invites singers 
to tune up for the 19th Annual 
Sing-It-Yourself Messiah. The main 
event will be held at the church 
on Saturday, Dec. 14, but optional 
chorus rehearsals will be held at 
4 p.m., this Saturday, Nov. 16 and 
again on Saturday, Nov. 23.  All sing-
ers are welcome and are asked to 
bring a copy of George Frederick’s 
Handel’s work. The church only has 
a limited number to loan. 

The church has hosted the 

event since 1995. To learn more, 
call Gesine Lohn at 864-7962 or 
email gesine.lohr@gmail.com. 

Scouts Come Calling
Boy Scouts from the Alameda 

Council will be stopping by to pick 
up canned goods during the 26th 
annual Scouting for Food canned 
food drive. 

Cub Scouts, Venturers, Sea 
Scouts, adult leaders, other youth 
representatives and community 
volunteers will also be going door-
to-door this Saturday, Nov. 16, to 
collect bags of canned and non-
perishable food to meet the needs 
of local families.

In Alameda last November, 
scouts collected more than 15,000 
pounds of food, which in turn was 
sorted and boxed by community 
volunteers, and then distributed 
by the Alameda Food Bank to 2,215 
local families (5,383 individuals) 
over the following weeks.  The 
Alameda Council hopes to match 
or exceed that collection goal again 
this year.

Scouts and other youth dis-
tributed door hangers to resi-
dences last weekend announcing 
the Scouting for Food effort. Some 
residents may have also received 
a shopping bag to use for Scouting 
for Food donations.  Residents are 
asked to put their donations out 
on the front doorstep between 8:30 
and 9 a.m., so that the scouts and 
other volunteers can see and pick 
up the donations between 9 a.m. 
and noon.

For more information about the 
program, call 523-5850.

Sun Staff Reports
This year marks the 70th an-

niversary of the commissioning 
of USS Hornet and the 15th anni-
versary of the opening of the USS 
Hornet Museum. To celebrate these 
anniversaries, the Hornet will hold 
a day of celebration this Saturday, 
Nov. 16, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In addition to the usual Living 
Ship activities, which simulates 
carrier operations, guest speaker 

will be aboard — a panel of former 
crewmembers who represent each 
decade of Hornet’s service. Speak-
ers will also include people who 
played instrumental roles in open-
ing the museum. Guests can also 
enjoy a special anniversary exhibit 
“Hornet: Reflection Through Time” 
and other activities.

Festivities will continue on Sat-
urday with an evening celebration 
— a fundraising gala from 6 to 11 

p.m. The evening will feature spe-
cial guest Apollo 12 astronaut Dick 
Gordon, a seated gourmet buffet 
dinner with hosted bar, live and si-
lent auctions, as well as a musical 
performance by the Beatles tribute 
band The Sun Kings. 

Black tie attire is requested and 
period attire is optional for the 
evening celebration. Learn more at 
www.uss-hornet.org/calendar/anni-
versary/ or call 521-8448.

Courtesy photo

USS Hornet sparkles at its wharf at Alameda Point. The historic aircraft carrier will 
play host to a special Living Ship Day this Saturday, Nov. 16. 

Removal of 36 tanks may make way for 78 new homes

Ekene Ikeme
Auto thefts in Alameda ran 

rampant over a two-week stretch 
between Monday, Oct. 28 and Mon-
day, Nov. 11, according to Alameda 
Police Department (APD) reports. 

In all, 40 auto thefts were report-
ed during this period, according 
to APD’s daily crime reports. The 
highest one-day total happened 
on Thursday, Nov. 7 when seven 
vehicles were stolen. Five vehicles 
were stolen on Monday, Nov. 11; 
four vehicles were stolen on two 
days, three vehicles on three days 
and two vehicles on five days. No 
vehicles were reported stolen on 
Tuesday, Oct. 24 or Wednesday, 
Nov. 6 during this span. 

The 40 auto thefts between Oct. 
28 and Nov. 11 would account for 

13.5 percent of all the auto thefts 
(295) in 2012. 

Alameda has seen a sharp 
rise in auto thefts in the past two 
years. Alameda hit a peak year in 
auto thefts in 1999 when 339 cars 
were reported stolen, according to 
city-data.com, a website that docu-
ments crime statistics. 

Alameda had since been on a 
steady decline in auto thefts until 
it reached a low of 215 in 2010 — 
auto thefts rose from 245 in 2007 to 
272 in 2008, but went back down to 
240 in 2009. However, since 2010, 
auto thefts rose to 260 in 2011 and 
295 in 2012. 

This was the first time reported 
auto thefts rose in back-to-back 
years since the website started 
tracking data in 1999.

Dennis Evanosky

Tanks at the Pennzoil-Quaker State plant on Grand Street await their fate. 
Workers from Environmental Resource Management have already transformed 
tanks that once stood in the foreground into scrap metal.  

Alameda is not alone when it 
comes to an increase in reported 
auto thefts. Automobile thefts are 
up 14 percent throughout the East 
Bay since last year, according to an 
Alameda County report. 

Marc Hinch, investigator with 
CHP’s Alameda County Regional Auto 
Theft Task Force, said 27 cars were 
stolen in Alameda County between 
1 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 5 and 7 a.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 6. Hinch said Inves-
tigators are sure what’s to blame for 
the current crime trend but believe 
a number of factors are responsible.

Calls to APD were not returned 
by press time.

Cars of particular interest to 
theives include: 1990-97 Honda 
Accords, 1990-2000 Honda Civics, 
1991-98 Acura Integras, 1994-98 
Nissan Maximas, 1998-2001 Honda 
CRVs, 1986-95 Nissan pickups, 
1995 and ‘97 Nissan Altimas, 1989 
and ‘91 Toyota Camrys, 2001-08 
Ford F-Series pickups and 1996-98 
Infinity I-30s.


