
Sun Staff Reports
The Jean Sweeney Open Space 

Park Draft Master Plan is now avail-
able for public review. The draft 
conceptual design and a back-
ground report outlining the design 
strategies are online at http://
alamedaca.gov/recreation/projects/
sweeney-open-space-park-sweeney-
park. 

“This is an exciting project 
and an amazing recreation oppor-
tunity,” stated Amy Wooldridge, 
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Bike Tour Draws a Crowd

Sun Staff Reports

Measure A Committee 
Meets Tonight

The Alameda Unified School 
District’s (AUSD) Measure A 
Oversight Committee will meet at 
6:30 p.m., this evening, Thursday, 
Nov. 7, at the AUSD district office, 
2060 Challenger Drive. 

Voters passed Measure A on 
March 8, 2011, with a 68.43 percent 
“yes” vote. The measure went into 
effect on July 1, 2011, and replaced 
an older Measure A and Measure H. 

The Oversight Committee 
meets several times each year to 
review AUSD’s compliance with the 
terms of Measure A. The committee 
issues an annual report each fall.

The public is invited to meet 
committee members and staff and 
offer their comments.

Remodeled Permit Center 
Opens Tuesday

The city’s Community 
Development Department will open 
its newly remodeled permit center 
next Tuesday, Nov. 12. The cen-
ter, located in Room 190 at City 
Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave., will be 
open for walk-in business Monday 
through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. 
until 3:30 p.m. 

The remodeled center features 
a new, larger counter, a more com-
fortable and welcoming waiting 
area, public Wi-Fi and a dedicated 
workstation for self-help permit 

histories and online permits.
Planning and Building staff will 

take appointments for Mondays and 
Wednesdays, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
for expedited permit processing. 

Free Stroke Assessment
Are you or someone you love 

at risk for a stroke? Find out at 
Alameda Hospital’s community 
stroke-risk assessment from 1 to 
4 p.m., tomorrow, Friday, Nov. 8. 
Participants will receive a free 
screening, health information, 
educational resources and a per-
sonal review of their stroke risk 
factors.

Call 814-4682 to make an appoint-
ment. The hospital is located at 
2070 Clinton Ave.

City of Alameda

The Recreation and Park Department will present the plan for Jean Sweeney Open 
Space at a round of meetings through Dec. 9. 

Sweeney Open Space Plan Now Available

News in Brief

Up from the Deep

Dennis Evanosky

Some 100 cyclists joined a city-sponsored tour of Alameda Point last Saturday morning, including members of the 
city council and planning board along with City Manager John Russo. Here the riders take in a view of Seaplane 
Lagoon, set to be the centerpiece of new development on the former Navy base. 

City holds first-ever tour on bicycles to highlight Point’s future challenges

City Sends 
Out ‘Stupid’ 
Release

Wood Gets 
Fresh Face

Sun Shines on Good Deeds

Dennis Evanosky
Assistant City Manager Alex 

Nguyen issued a press release 
last week that called a flyer and 
Facebook page “stupid.” Nguyen 
alleged that a small group of people 
were gathering signatures and pass-
ing out fliers in front of the Target 
Store on Fifth Street. 

Nguyen stated that these people 
were “misleading Alamedans” by 
warning them that a U.S. Customs 
examination station was coming to 
Alameda. “Whoever is behind this 
effort clearly does not believe in 
accuracy, facts, or truth,” Nguyen 
stated. Nguyen is correct. No cus-
toms examination station is coming 
to the West End — one has been 
there for the past 13 years 

What Nguyen apparently did not 
realize when he penned the press 
release is that Bobac CFS Corp. has 
operated a U.S. Customs examina-
tion station right next door to the 
newly opened Target since 2000. 
Bobac inspects imported toys, elec-
tronics and household items for 
trademark infringement. The com-
pany, which also inspects wares 
for the United States Department 
of Agriculture and Food and Drug 
Administration, does not handle 
hazardous materials.

Alameda County 
Supervisor Wilma 
Chan hosted a work 

day on Saturday, Oct. 19, 
at Wood Middle School. 
Volunteers pitched in to help 
with landscaping, including 
planting shrubs and flowers. 
They rolled up their sleeves 
to build planter boxes, weed, 
trim and lay down mulch. 
Students even gave the place 
a fresh coat of paint (left). Alex Boskovich

Alameda Recreation and Parks 
director, in a press release. She 
pointed out that the project is 
unfunded and its development 
depends on securing grants and 
donations.

The city will present the design 
at four meetings:

 5 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 12, to 
the Youth Advisory Commission

 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 14, to the 
Recreation and Park Commission

 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 20, 

to the Transportation Commission
 7 p.m., Monday Dec. 9, to the 

Planning Board. 
“We especially encourage 

everyone to attend the Recreation 
and Park Commission meeting,” 
Wooldridge said. That meeting 
will be held in the City Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave. 

Residents can email comments 
about the plan to ARPD@alameda 
ca.gov.

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

City staffers have been moving 
a mountain of paper this year to 
prepare Alameda Point for devel-
opment in 2014. But on Saturday 
they mounted their bicycles, lead-
ing more than 100 cyclists on a 
three-hour tour intended to help  
visualize the city’s plans.

Over the course of the nine-
stop tour, the city staffers charged 

with leading the revitalization of 
the Point detailed how they will 
transform the former Navy base. 

They described a vibrant, new 
community offering nearly 10,000 
jobs, more than 1,400 homes, a 
massive sports complex and a 
waterfront center where workers 
and residents alike can enjoy a 
meal and a glass of wine at the end 
of the day as kayakers paddle hap-
pily in Seaplane Lagoon.

They also outlined the many 
challenges they’ll face as the city 
attempts to affect that transforma-
tion — rising tides, historic struc-
tures that have been left at the 
mercy of nature and thieves for 
nearly two decades, infrastructure 
costs of approximately $1 million 
an acre — along with a lack of clear 
funding sources to address those 
issues while building the amenities 
residents want.

The Point is already home to 
dozens of companies that employ 
more than 1,000 people plus hun-
dreds of residents, but their pres-
ence is obscured by hundreds of 
acres of moldering building husks 
and vast expanses of pavement 
that are losing a decades-long bat-
tle with the weeds.

“We are a temporary parking lot. 
That’s what Alameda Point is now,” 
Alameda Point Chief Operating 
Officer Jennifer Ott told a group 
of about two dozen cyclists. (City 
Planner Andrew Thomas led a sec-
ond, larger group of cyclists on the 
tour.)

Even so, the Point showed some 
signs of life on Saturday: Student 
car and motorcycle drivers made 
use of its largely abandoned roads 
and parking lots. Young soccer 
players played on a verdant field 
— one of the few small areas of the 
Point that showed obvious signs 
of a caretaker’s attention. One of 
the tour stops was a wetland in a 
remote area of the Point that few 
ever see. A paved path through the 
Northwest Territories — which will 
become wetlands as the Bay seeks 
to reclaim its former footprint — 
offered the smoothest cycling on 
the tour.

The Alameda Point Colla-
borative’s Ploughshares Nursery 
offered a pleasing backdrop to 
Executive Director Doug Biggs’ 
pitch for his plan to transform 35 
acres of “really crappy” housing and 
ambitious social enterprise into a 
state-of-the-art, 10-acre campus. He 
said that the makeover will better 
serve the Collaborative’s 500 resi-
dents. 

On the other end of the base, 
a stoic row of ships that make up 
the Maritime Administration’s ready 
reserve fleet anchored silently in 
San Francisco Bay, terminating in 
the massive gray wall of the Cape 
Orlando.

After the tour, participants were 
encouraged to stop for food and 
drink at Rock Wall Wine Company, 
one of a triumvirate of wine, liquor 
and beer producers staffers hope 
will serve as a beacon to like busi-
nesses along Monarch Street, which 
they have dubbed “Spirit Alley.”

But evidence of the impacts 
of what was supposed to be a 
short-term strategy of leasing out 
portions of the base and spend-
ing as little as possible on upkeep 
abounded. Broken windows and 
trash heaps are a dominant feature 
of the once-proud Naval base; a set 
of formerly usable tennis courts 
was half-hidden by weeds.

“We always thought we were 
on the verge of redevelopment,” 
Ott said.

The plans for the Point may 
soon be solidified, though. Ott said 
city leaders could finalize plans 
by January 2014, with predevelop-
ment work beginning the following 
year. The Point’s future is far from 
certain.

Existing plans call for 5.5 million 
square feet of commercial space, 
an amount Ott called “pretty ambi-
tious” (about 2 million square feet 
of Point property is being leased 
out now). If five or 10 years pass 
without Alameda attracting the next 
Google to the Point, the city could 
change its development plans, even 
though it faces a $50,000 per unit 
payment on any market rate hous-
ing it builds more than an allowable 
cap of 1,425 homes.

Still, Ott encouraged tour par-
ticipants to get involved in the 
city’s planning efforts this year. The 
Planning Board and City Council 
will be reviewing a host of key plan-
ning documents over the next few 
months, and the city is surveying 
residents to find out what they’d 
most like to see adorn the Point’s 
future waterfront.

“Now is the time to be involved,” 
she said.

Read more Alameda news a 
http://webh.it/alamedasun. 

“...a temporary 
parking lot. That’s 
what Alameda 
Point is now.”
— Alameda Point Chief Operating 

Officer Jennifer Ott

Photo and story 
by Dennis Evanosky

A nameless 105-foot steel tug-
boat saw the light of day for the 
first time in about 15 years on 
Monday.

The vessel had lain at the bot-
tom of the Oakland Estuary since 
the late 1990s. The Oakland Police 
Department passed on the urban 
legend that the tug bore the name 

Captain Al, but all the identifying 
marks had been stripped from the 
vessel. 

The tug is the first of four imped-
iments that workers will raise from 
the estuary’s bottom in the same 
area. These include two barges and 
a second tugboat, the Respect. See 
Michele Ellson’s video of the rais-
ing of the Captain Al at http://
thealamedan.org/news/video-old-
tug-exhumed-watery-grave.


