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NAS Runway 
Cleanup Starts

Richard Bangert
Some of the toxic contamination 

at Alameda Point is not the result of 
naval operations.

The soil beneath the runways 
became contaminated with poly-
cyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs) before it ever became part 
of Alameda Point. The fill material 
used for creating this land mass was 
dredged from the Oakland Estuary 
primarily between 1936 and 1941 by 
means of a pumping system. It was 
contaminated by a coal gasification 
plant, which operated in Oakland 
about 100 years ago that disposed 
of waste into the waterway. 

The Navy recently began clean-
ing up contaminated soil at five 
hot spots in the airplane runway. 
Cleanup Site 33, the area commonly 
referred to as the wildlife refuge, 
encompasses the southern end of 
the main north-south runway and 
adjacent tarmac, and is near the 
least tern nesting site and a wetland 
area. 

Some of the sediment contami-
nation may also have originated at 
the Pacific Coast Oil Refinery that 
operated on the West End in 1879 
and later moved to Richmond. 

The potential health risk from 
PAHs, normally through ingestion of 
dust, has been part of cleanup eval-
uations for over a decade. The Navy 
and regulatory agencies agreed to 
the EPA’s residential soil standard 
in 2001. 

PAH soil sampling began in 2002 
at 300 locations throughout Alameda 
Point; Site 33, produced more than 
1,200 samples. The 500-plus acre 
wildlife refuge parcel had 79 soil 
borings that produced 316 samples. 
Samples from five boreholes pro-

duced samples that exceeded resi-
dential use standards.

A 2008 report recommended 
additional testing at Site 33 that 
was done in 2010, leading to the 
current cleanup work at the five hot 
spot areas.

Over the past 22 years, more than 
28 environmental studies have been 
conducted on the “refuge parcel,” look-
ing at everything from volatile organic 
compounds, petroleum byproducts, 
PAHs, pesticides, PCBs, dioxins, explo-
sives, metals, and radium. The Navy 
analyzed surface sediment, soil, sur-
face water, underground water, man-
hole sediment and animal and plant 
tissue samples. Aerial photographs 
were also reviewed.

Talks between the Navy and US 
Fish & Wildlife Service for estab-
lishing a national wildlife refuge 
reached an impasse a decade ago, 
before many of these studies were 
completed, due to Fish & Wildlife’s 
concerns about liability for unfore-
seen cleanup expenses. 

Today, the refuge parcel is 
slated to be transferred to the US 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 
Only about 40 acres of the refuge 
will be needed for their national 
cemetery and clinic if plans are 
approved to move most of the 
project northward onto the city’s 
Northwest Territories parcel.

The Navy will present an update 
on Site 33’s soil cleanup at the next 
Restoration Advisory Board meet-
ing 6:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 8 at 
950 West Mall Square, Community 
Conference Room at rear of building. 

Richard Bangert writes the online 
Alameda Point Environmental 
Report.

Dennis Evanosky

A beachcomber walks along the shore of Crown Beach near the foot of McKay 
Avenue. Much of the property in the distance has become a bone of contention 
between the city and the East Bay Regional Park District. 

Park District Threatens 
to Sue City over Land

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

East Bay Regional Park District 
General Manager Robert E. Doyle 
is threatening to sue the city over 
a decision to allow a housing devel-
opment on a piece of federal prop-
erty across McKay Avenue from the 
Crab Cove Visitors Center. The park 
district had hoped to acquire the 
parcel for a parking lot and other 
uses. 

The lawsuit threat is the latest 
twist in the park district’s six-year 
battle to acquire the 3.899-acre 
property known as Neptune Pointe 
and to fend off residential develop-
ment there. And city staffers fear 
it could put a dent in the city’s 
recently won state approval of its 
plan to address Alameda’s afford-
able housing needs.

A series of letters provided by 
the park district and the city shows 
that, in addition to threatening 
to sue the city, top park district 
officials have accused the federal 
agency that owns the land of alter-
ing its bid process to favor the 
developer that ultimately won it 
and asserted who the street that 
runs alongside it is state property 
and that a future developer would 
be prohibited from improving it to 
accommodate new residents.

A representative for the devel-
oper, Tim Lewis Communities, said 
in a letter that the company wants 
to build 48 single-family homes 

on the site, though the city’s top 
planner told The Alamedan that its 
application hasn’t been submitted 
yet. 

The city’s housing strategy 
calls for up to 95 homes there, 
including homes for very low and 
low income residents; a city staffer 
said that 15 percent of the homes 
that would be built on the site 
would need to be affordable to low-
income residents.

Doyle said he thinks the proper-
ty offers “one of the last remaining 
opportunities” to expand Robert 
W. Crown State Beach. The park 
district manages the beach for the 
state and the city. 

Doyle said the district’s leaders 
had hoped to obtain the property 
to expand Crab Cove Visitor Center 
and increase recreational programs 
and parking.

Doyle originally threatened to 
sue the city in late August, claim-
ing the city didn’t do an adequate 
environmental review of a newly 
approved “housing element” for 
its general plan, which rezoned 
the former General Services 
Administration property to allow 
housing development. 

In an Oct. 4 letter, Doyle claimed 
the city failed to provide adequate 
notice of its plan to discuss the 
zoning changes as part of its effort 
to gain state approval of the hous-
ing element. 

“Had the city engaged the park 

district in discussions regarding 
the rezoning of the property, the 
park district could have identified 
its concerns, and alternative, more 
suitable sites could have been 
identified,” Doyle wrote. “The park 
district is now in the unfortunate 
position of having to undertake 
litigation as perhaps the park dis-
trict’s only meaningful opportunity 
to protect Crown Memorial State 
Beach from the impacts of devel-
opment.”

City Manager John Russo denied 
the claims in an Oct. 17 letter. He 
said the city would mount a vig-
orous defense if the park district 
chose to sue. 

He said the zoning changes were 
needed to comply with state hous-
ing law and have been under con-
sideration since 2008, and that the 
park district had ample opportunity 
to comment on them — and that 
any project proposed for the site 
would undergo additional public 
review.

Read more at www.thealamedan.
org.

End of the Line

Halloween is over and all those trick-or-treaters 
are busy counting their candy and other booty 
collected in a night of roaming the city. Many 

couldn’t resist a stop to watch a spooked-out doctor in 
front of a house on Santa Clara Avenue get ready to 
bring an unfortunate patient back to life. The design for 
this scary yard sprang from the mind of local journalist 
Angela Hill and her husband, Mat Hunnicutt. 

The Spirit of Halloween Past

Dennis Evanosky

Dave Albers stands outside the garage that has housed 
his family’s business since 1923. He recently received 
an eviction notice from his landlord, Dr. Terry Pratt. 

Ekene Ikeme
The garage doors at Alameda 

Wheel and Brake Service (AWBS), 
located at 2217 Central Ave., will 
soon shut down for the last time 
after serving the Alameda commu-
nity for nearly 90 years. 

Dave Albers, 61, has run the 
business since 1978, but will have 
to close up shop by the end of the 
year because the property owner is 
evicting him.

AWBS has been a fixture at 
the same Alameda address since 
Albers’ grandfather on his mother’s 
side opened up shop in 1923. 

Prominient Alameda builder 
George Noble, for whom Noble 
Avenue is named, built the garage 
in 1916 for Carl Zeh. 

The business, which is run out 
of the driveway of a dentistry, has 
been in Albers’ family since 1923. 
Albers’ father, Jack, took over the 
business from his father-in-law in 
the mid-40s after World War II. 

“I went to school at Alameda 
High,” said Albers. “After school 
I would go across the street and 
work at the shop. After high school, 
I took a two-year automotive course 
at Alameda College. I started work-
ing for my dad full time after com-
pleting the course.” 

Jack handed over the reins to 
his son in 1978.

Dr. Terry Pratt, an Alameda oral 
surgeon, bought the larger property 
a year after Albers took control to 
start his business Alameda Oral 
Surgery.

“I told him ‘if you raise my rent, 
I’m leaving,’” said Albers. 

After leasing the property to 
Albers at a discounted rate for more 
than 30 years, Pratt said he could 
no longer lease the property to 
Albers.

“I’ve been leasing the property 
to them at less than a third of the 
rental market value,” said Pratt, 

who said he received the estimate 
from a Realtor. “They’ve been rent-
ing 2,500 square feet of space for 
$875 a month. I told his wife, Tina, 
‘there’s a ton of vacant spots in 
the city,’ but she said other places 
wanted too much money. And I told 
her that’s exactly why I couldn’t 
rent to you any more.”

Pratt said he did not offer the 
space at a higher fee because he 
knew they could not afford it. Pratt 
gave Albers the eviction notice let-
ter on Oct. 11, giving him 75 days to 
leave the premises. 

Tina believes the eviction is 
because her relationship wih Pratt 
soured recently. Tina said she 
worked as Pratt’s office manager 
for 11 years and their relationship 
worsened due to a conflict between 
her and Pratt’s current wife. 

Pratt said Terry was never an 
office manager, but worked for him 
as an outside contractor.

“I called him after we received 
the notice and asked him, ‘why are 
you doing this?’ This has been my 
husband’s life,” said Tina. “He said 
he needed the space for personal 
reasons.”

Pratt said using the garage for 
storage space would save him lots 
of money he is already spending to 
store items elsewhere.

“I do feel bad,” said Pratt. “We 
had a great friendship. I thought 
long about doing this, but I don’t 
want this to be a financial strain 
anymore.”

Albers and his wife are now deal-
ing with the aftermath of the evic-
tion. They had to sell their home, 
where they live close to Tina’s par-
ents, and have had to close down 
the shop his grandfather started 
89 years ago. But Albers is not dis-
traught about the closing.

“Everything comes to an end,” 
said Albers. “The future is looking 
bright.”

News in BriefNews in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Vote any day of the week
The Alameda County Registrar of 

Voters will be open from 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., this Saturday and Sunday, 
Nov. 3 and 4, to allow early voting 
for the Nov. 6 General Election.  

Alameda County voters can 
to go to the Registrar of Voters 
office in the basement of the Rene 
C. Davidson Alameda County 
Courthouse at 1225 Fallon St. in 
Oakland. Weekend voters must 
access the Registrar of Voters office 
through the courthouse’s 12th 
Street entrance. 

The office is also  open for vot-
ing Monday through Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and will be open 
on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 6 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

For more information about 
early voting, call the Registrar of 
Voters office at 272-6973.

APD hosts Urban Shield 
Last weekend, the Alameda 

Police Department (APD) hosted 
part of  2012 Urban Shield. The exer-
cise began at 5:30 a.m. last Saturday 
and ended at 5:30 a.m. on Monday. 
During that 48-hour period, some 32 
different SWAT teams responded to 
two locations on Clement Avenue, 
the Navy Operational Support 
Center and the Alameda Marina 

Urban Shield is a full-scale exer-
cise designed to test the effective-
ness and efficiency of local plans 
and procedures regarding national 
disasters. 

Amanda Gravalle

The exercise is part of a cycle 
of organizing and revising plans 
for national disasters so that those 
plans are executed as effectively 
as possible. The exercise ensures 
that emergency personnel from dif-
ferent regions are able to work 
together during a natural or man-

made disaster. 
The exercise is unique because 

of its focus on training during 
the exercise. This concept pro-
vides emergency personnel with 
the knowledge, skills and abilities 
needed to successfully operate in 
large-scale disasters. 

Use of property on McKay Avenue for housing challenged 
Doyle claimed 
the city failed to 
provide adequate 
notice of its plan 
to discuss the zon-
ing changes.
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