
Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda County Superior 

Court ordered former Alameda 
Fire Chief David Kapler to pay the 
City of Alameda $260,585.39 in at-
torney and other legal fees after 
his wrongful termination lawsuit 
against the city was dismissed.

The final judgment was signed 
by Alameda County Superior Court 
judge Marshall Whitley last Friday, 
Oct. 25 at the Alameda County 
Courthouse in Oakland. The su-
perior court dismissed all nine 
counts of Kapler’s 2011 lawsuit 
against the city.

“Alameda taxpayers and the 
city have been vindicated by this 
substantial final judgment for 
over $260,000 against Kapler for 
his unsuccessful attempt to shake 
down and intimidate the city,” said 

Mayor Marie 
Gilmore. 

The dis-
pute began in 
August 2010 
when Kapler 
was caught 
on camera 
by on-duty 
Alameda fire-
fighters filling 
up his personal BMW sports car at 
the city’s fire station gas pump. At 
the time, Kapler had closed one of 
the city’s gas stations due to budget 
shortfalls. 

Kapler’s annual salary was 
$175,000 a year, along with a car al-
lowance, according to city officials. 
He told the media he had authority 
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Halloween decorations continues on page 10.

Richard Bangert
Landscaping of the 100-acre 

landfill area on the southwest cor-
ner of Alameda Point is coming to 
a finish. The stabilization of the 
shoulder around the wetland area 
and the contouring of the site are 
completed. The contouring began 
last January and created the base 
layer with a specially-engineered 
slope. A small vehicle towed a ra-
diation scanner over the area to 
make certain that it was radiation 
free. 

Placement of the final soil cover 
is underway and the seeding of the 
landfill site with flowering native 
grasses is almost ready to begin.

The project has expanded the 
wetlands by several acres. The 
Bay Trail will eventually follow the 
shoreline along San Francisco Bay 
here. Funding and construction of 
the trail is not part of this project, 
however, and is yet to be funded.

Approximately one-third of the 
contouring, or base layer, soil is 
clean soil recycled from Seaplane 
Lagoon dredging. The recycled soil 
stock was quickly exhausted, along 
with soil recycled after removing 
some of the berms and high ar-
eas. More than half the base layer, 
193,000 cubic yards, is soil barged 
in from Decker Island on the Sacra-
mento River. 

The final two-foot soil cover, 
which includes 6 inches of soil to 
promote growth of vegetation, is 
more than 60 percent complete. 

The soil stabilization and drain-
age work on the shoulder around 
the wetland area include native rye 
grass seeding, a jute mesh cover, 
and a silt fence. Some of the rye 
grass has already started to sprout. 
Hydroseeding of the site with an as-
sortment of California native grass-
es will begin in late November or 
early December. 

Next year the old culvert that 

California Department of Toxic Substances Control

The tug boat Petaluma coaxes a barge with clean fill from Decker Island toward 
Alameda Point. The fill became an integral part of the Point’s restoration.

Point Nature Reserve Nears Completion

Mapping the Point’s Future 
Map Courtesy Department 

of Veterans Affairs
The 80-acre VA columbari-

um will take up the area in light 
yellow. It will be built in phases; 
phase 1 will take up about a quar-
ter of the area. The VA will also 
own the rest of the airfield to the 

south of the columbarium, includ-
ing Site 2. This area will remain 
undeveloped. 

The city owns the area north of 
the VA property. This property will 
remain open space. Most of this 
area is slated for a regional park 
and a sports complex. 

connects the north side of the 
wetland with San Francisco Bay 
will be replaced. The project has 
recycled some 50 tons of old fence 
and metal. 

This site, along with adjacent 
land, will be transferred to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs ei-
ther late this year or early next. 

The information in this update 
was gathered from the weekly prog-

ress reports for Installation Res-
toration Site 2 Remedial Action at 
Alameda Point. The progress re-
ports are posted on the Envirostor 
website maintained by the Califor-
nia Department of Toxic Substanc-
es Control (DTSC). 

Learn more about Alameda 
Point at Richard Bangert’s blog, al-
amedapointenvironmentalreport.
wordpress.com. 

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

“It’s always great when Tim 
brings a new project to fill the 
chambers,” City Planner Andrew 
Thomas said Monday of C. Timothy 
Hoppen, president of Harbor Bay 
Isle Associates (HBIA). But when 
all was said and done, only a dozen 
people got up to speak on the de-
veloper’s plan 
to build 80 luxu-
ry homes where 
the Harbor Bay 
Club now sits 
and to build 
a new, 40,000 
s q u a r e - f o o t - 
club on North 
Loop Road, in 
the Harbor Bay Business Park.

The discussion at Monday 
night’s Planning Board hearing was 
to focus on which anticipated im-
pacts of the development propos-
al should be studied as part of an 
environmental impact report. But 
attendees and even the developer’s 
representatives took the opportuni-
ty to air their views about the proj-
ect — and, in the developer’s case, 
to offer a quick sketch of what the 
club and the layout of the proposed 
new neighborhood might look like.

HBIA’s Kathy Moehring said the 
idea to place homes at 200 Packet 
Landing Road — where the club 
now sits — dates back to 2002. She 
said that the concept of moving the 
club to North Loop first surfaced in 
1998. Meanwhile, residents raised 
questions about whether policy-
makers who allowed the develop-
er to build a private club in lieu of 
promised open space intended to 
permit the club to move from its 

current location, and also, whether 
the number of members using the 
club exceeds the amount the city 
had allowed.

Planning Board members and 
staff seemed open to getting an-
swers to those questions.

“It’s important the city look into 
those,” Planning Board member 
John Knox White said of residents’ 

questions.
Staff listed 

a dozen items 
the environmen-
tal report will 
study, includ-
ing transporta-
tion, aesthetics, 
greenhouse gas 
emissions, haz-
ardous materials 

and noise. Five other items that are 
typically examined in such reports 
will be excluded, including the proj-
ect’s impact on housing and popu-
lation.

Prior agreements permitted 
the developer to build up to 3,200 
homes on Harbor Bay Isle, Thomas 
said — and so far, only 2,970 have 
been built.

Traffic was high on residents’ 
and Planning Board members’ lists 
of what will need to be studied, and 
some members asked whether the 
report should examine the possible 
impacts of strategies for reducing car 
traffic. It was unclear whether those 
could be imposed. HBIA successfully 
sued to avoid being required to build 
affordable housing required under 
a 2003 ordinance; the development 
agreement they were building under 
had been inked in 1989.

Residents also said they feared 

Cowan Plan 
Before Board
Bay Farm developer unveils latest 
ideas for Harbor Bay Club move
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Kapler to Pay $260K
Former fire chief loses in suit with city

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Discuss Extended Hours for 
Crown Beach Work Nov. 4
In order to finish its beach res-

toration project by Nov. 30, the East 
Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) 
must begin working seven days a 
week from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. EBRPD 
has made an emergency request 
to the city for these expanded con-
struction hours, which the district 
says will permit it to complete the 
project by Nov. 30. 

EBRPD is hosting a meeting 7 
p.m., next Monday, Nov. 4, in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 2263 
Santa Clara Ave., to discuss these 
expanded hours. EBRPD will pres-
ent its needs and proposed miti-
gations for noise, light, and safety. 
The city will gauge the community’s 
tolerance for the extended hours 
and make the appropriate condi-
tions of approval to EBRPD. 

Residents who cannot make the 
meeting can email their opinions to 
manager@alamedaca.gov.

Street Lights Go 
Energy Efficient 

Alameda Municipal Power 
(AMP) is teaming up with the Public 
Works Department to replace 251 
high-pressure sodium street lights 
with energy-efficient light-emitting 
diodes (LED) at 82 intersections. 
The move will save the city an es-
timated $26,000 per year in electric 
costs and lower greenhouse gas 
emissions.

LED street lights last 12 years 
about five-and-a-half years longer 
than high-pressure sodium lights. 
LED lights also provide better illu-
mination and color distinction at 
night.

This marks the city’s third LED 
streetlight-conversion project. The 

“Just to be clear 
with everybody, 
there’s no final 
decisions on this 
project tonight.” 

— City Planner Andrew Thomas
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License Check Underway
Dennis Evanosky

Businesses big and small, 
whether home- or office-based, 
whether based in or out of town 
are receiving notices that they may 
owe the city of Alameda money for 
doing business here from 2009 to 
2012. The city will not be the only 
entity to benefit from the revenue 
reaped from these letters, however. 
According to the city’s website it 
has hired Fresno-based Municipal 
Auditing Services, LLC (MAS) to au-
dit all city business licenses.

“On behalf of the City of Ala-
meda, MAS will locate unlicensed 
businesses and compel them to 
obtain licenses and pay taxes like 

everyone else,” the city states on 
its website. “MAS will also audit ex-
isting business licenses to ensure 
they are neither paying too much 
nor too little tax.”

In effect MAS is acting as an 
investigative and collection agen-
cy for the city and will be keeping 
40 percent of all the money it col-
lects. “The city is spending a lot 
of money once again digging for 
nickels under every stone,” one 
Alameda businessperson told the 
Alameda Sun.

On its website the city states that 
the purpose of the audit is to ensure 
that all businesses are treated fairly 
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