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Sun Staff Reports
Does money corrupt local 

elections? Is it time for local cam-
paign finance reform in Alameda? 
Campaign finance expert Robert 
Stern will address these questions 
at the League of Women Voters of 
Alameda’s public forum, “Money 
and Politics in Alameda.”

Whitney Barazoto, executive 
director of the City of Oakland 
Public Ethics Commission, and 
Robert Gammon, co-editor of the 
weekly East Bay Express will join 
Stern on a panel that will discuss 
the issue. 

This free community event will 
be held from 7 to 9 p.m. this eve-

ning, Oct. 24, at the Community 
Center of Harbor Bay Isle, 3195 
Mecartney Road. 

Stern will provide a historical 
perspective on national and state 
efforts to ensure fair elections, 
including California Senate bills 2, 
3 and 27. 

The League of Women Voters 
of California supports these three 
bills. Barazoto and Gammon will 
provide East Bay perspectives on 
how money influences the political 
process in local elections as well 
as the role of local ordinances and 
ethics commissions. The three will 
answer audience questions after 
the panel discussion.

Money, Politics Panel 
on Slate this Evening

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

BART trains began rolling 
through the Bay Area on Tuesday. 
However, Alamedans who rely on 
AC Transit to get on and off the 
Island were keeping an eye on 
whether buses would still be roll-
ing today. That depends largely on 
whether Gov. Jerry Brown turns 
to the courts to impose a 60-day 
cooling off period: something AC 
Transit requested that he do, but 
something he had not done by 
press time. 

Monday’s fact-finding hearing 
on a threatened AC Transit strike 
offered a stark contrast between 
the East Bay bus system’s labor 
dispute and the one that has raged 
between BART workers and the re-
gional rail line’s managers.

Ears and eyes across the Bay 
Area remained glued to BART’s 
strike, no-strike decision. On the 
other hand, AC Transit and a union 
attorney testified on Monday about 
possible strike. They spoke to a 
nearly empty room. Their barely 
audible tones left a handful of lis-
teners straining to hear.

Both sides of the AC Transit 
imbroglio said they agreed on key 
issues that led workers to reject 
a pair of tentative contract deals. 
These include workers paying an 
increasing share of their health- 
care premiums, low worker moral 
and rising violence on buses. Union 
leaders didn’t say that they favored 

a 60-day cooling offer period during 
which they would be prohibited 
from striking, they didn’t oppose 
it, either.

“It would be easier to do this if 
we had more to disagree about,” 
said Margot Rosenberg, attorney 
for the Amalgamated Transit Union 
Local 192. “We don’t want to use 
this forum to kind of come out 
fighting, because we do want to get 
back together again.” The union 
represents nearly 1,700 of AC Tran-
sit’s roughly 2,000 workers. 

“We have taken a low-key ap-
proach to this — you haven’t heard 
about us much in the news. We’ve 
been trying to sort out our prob-
lems among ourselves, and I think 
we’ve done a good job,” AC Transit’s 
lead negotiator, Tom Prescott, said 
Monday. He added that he believes 
managers and unions are close to a 
deal that workers will approve.

AC Transit General Manager 
David Armijo said the agency also 
wants to “modernize” unspecified 
work practices and enhance ser-
vice reliability. 

The union claims that work-
ers are still smarting from ar-
bitration-ordered concessions 
that cut their pay by 8.5 percent 
a year for three years and from 
relations with management that 
soured during the last contract 
negotiation after a long period of 
harmony. They’re concerned that 
the raises that were offered in 
both tentative agreements — 9.5 
percent over three years — aren’t 
enough to outpace the rising cost 
of living coupled with the health- 
care premium payments they’d be 
expected to make.

Workers are also seeking safe-
ty enhancements following a trio 
of shootings and other violent in-
cidents that took place on their 
buses just as the second tentative 
contract deal was up for a vote

Union representatives said 
workers also want changes that 
would make it easier to take bath-
room, rest and meal breaks while 
on the job. Union leaders said they 
had hashed out a deal to allow 
for restroom breaks but had not 
reached an accord on meal and rest 
breaks. Drivers often work seven 
or eight hours without finding the 
time to eat or go to the bathroom, 
they said, because bus schedules 
don’t leave them enough time to 
do so.

Union leaders and AC Transit’s 
managers reached contract deals 

Bus, BART Disputes 
Offer Clear Contrast

“We have taken a 
low-key approach 
to this — you hav-
en’t heard about 
us much in the 
news.” 

— AC Transit Lead Negotiator 
Tom Prescott
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Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Police Depart-

ment (APD) is among 15 agencies 
involved in the multimillion dollar 
cleanup of the Oakland Estuary 
currently underway. Agencies 
that include the Coast Guard, the 
State Lands Commission and San 
Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission are 
using Francis Collins’ property at 
Clement Avenue and Oak Street to 
stage their operation. 

The tug boats Respect and 
Captain Al, a pair of barges and a 
large amount of debris lay at the 
waterway’s bottom just off the 
property that Collins hopes to de-
velop into the Boatworks housing 
project. A team from the Environ-
ment Protection Agency (EPA) will 
soon raise all these hazards from 
the estuary’s bottom. 

Other agencies, including the 
state’s Department of Resources 
Recycling and Recovery, better 
known as CalRecycle, are current-
ly busy removing and disposing 
of more than 40 abandoned and 

sunken vessels in the estuary. 
Teams are also ridding the wa-
terway of marine debris, decrepit 
piers and navigational hazards, 
such as sunken wrecks that pro-
trude onto the surface.

In anticipation of the clean-
up, members of the Alameda and 
Oakland police departments and 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s De-
partment teamed up to investi-
gate and take enforcement action 
against owners of abandoned ves-
sels in the estuary. These includ-
ed illegally moored anchor-outs. 

Workers are ridding the es-
tuary of toxic materials that in-
clude heavy metals and asbes-
tos. Waste oils, hazardous waste 
containers and chemically con-
taminated debris. This debris 
contains, among other toxins, 
asbestos, heavy metals and poly-
chlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 

Three sources of income have 
been tapped to pay for the project: 

 The federal government’s 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) committed $3 million. Its 

part of the project includes the 
removal of the Respect and Cap-
tain Al. An agency spokesperson 
pointed out that as these on other 
vessels disintegrate in the estuary, 
they release hazardous materials 
such as fuel, oil, lead paint, PCB 
and asbestos. All these threaten 
the estuary’s ecosystem and pose 
navigational hazards, he said. 

 CalRecycle, is providing 
$1.3 million as part of a pilot 
program to help clean up Cali-
fornia’s waterways through its 
solid-waste cleanup program. A 
National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation grant of $650,000 will pay 
half the cost. The foundation’s 
money comes from the Cosco Bu-
san oil-spill settlement. 

 Bay Ship and Yacht Com-
pany has contributed $75,000 as 
part of a mitigation fund the com-
pany’s new dry dock.

“Derelict boats and other de-
bris in the Oakland Estuary are 
damaging the environment and 
putting public safety at risk,” 
said CalRecycle Director Car-

oll Mortensen. He said that the 
partnership among the 15 agen-
cies “allows for a large-scale 
cleanup that will restore the aes-
thetics of this valuable commu-
nity asset and make it safer for 
recreational use.”

“Boats left to sink and rot are 
more than mere nuisances — they 
jeopardize San Francisco Bay’s 
ecosystem and the recreational 
and commercial uses of the har-
bor,” said Jared Blumenfeld, EPA’s 
regional administrator for the Pa-
cific Southwest. “EPA will work 
closely with our state and federal 
partners to pursue those respon-

sible for these environmental vi-
olations. For example, the EPA is 
looking for the owners of the tug 
boats Respect and Captain Al to 
hold them responsible for aban-
doning their boats in the estuary. 

In addition to the cleanup, 
the agencies working  to develop 
an enforcement plan to deter the 
abandonment of derelict vessels 
and people who sometimes take 
up illegal residence on these and 
other boats.

Once the cleanup is complet-
ed, APD will work with the Oak-
land Police Department (OPD) to 
police the estuary to help keep 
illegal anchor-outs from returning. 

“This is uncharted territory for 
us,” APD Chief Paul Rolleri said. 
“We will remain in communication 
with OPD to help enforce laws 
and ordinances that pertain to the 
estuary.” He said his department 
will treat illegal behavior on the 
waterway just as it treats graffiti 
and broken windows ashore, as 
a symptom of other trouble or of 
trouble to come. 

Estuary Cleanup in Full Swing 

Photos by Brock de Lappe

These before-and-after photographs show the effect the Oakland Estuary cleanup has already had on the Oakland shoreline at Union 
Point Park just west of the Park Street Bridge. Illegally moored anchor-outs created makeshift docks along the shoreline and crowded the 
waterway with their vessels and boats they used to come ashore. Enforcement action forced the anchor-outs to move on, and CalRecycle 
stepped in to clean up the shoreline. 

“We will remain 
in communica-
tion with OPD to 
help enforce laws 
and ordinances 
that pertain to 
the estuary.”

— APD Chief Paul Rolleri

Sun Staff Reports
The American Red Cross recent-

ly honored Alameda Police Depart-
ment (APD) officers John Kaane-
he and Tom Cobb with a Heroes 
Award. Kaanehe and Cobb received 
their awards at the Alameda Coun-
ty Heroes Breakfast last month. 
The Red Cross honored the pair for 
their roles in saving the lives of a 
pair of babies on two separate oc-
casions.

On Feb. 20, APD dispatch re-
ceived a 911 call that reported a 
baby had been born at an Alameda 
residence and was not breathing. 
Kaanehe arrived at the home within 
two minutes. 

He found the mother and her 
child collapsed on the floor. He 
instructed the father to find some-
thing to suck the liquid out of the 
child’s mouth. Kaanehe began first 
aid. The father returned with a tur-
key baster, which Kaanehe used 
to remove some of the liquid from 
the child’s mouth. The Alameda 
Fire Department (AFD) arrived and 
took the child to Children’s Hospi-
tal in Oakland, where Kaanehe was 
told that the baby was healthy and 

breathing on 
her own. 

On May 28, 
Officer Tom 
Cobb found 
himself in a 
similar situa-
tion at a day-
care center. 
Cobb admin-
istered CPR to 
a child who 
was no longer 
breathing. His 
actions re-
vived the child 
whom AFD 
t r a n s p o r t e d 
to Children’s 
Hospital. Cobb 
saved the ba-
by’s life, and 
p h y s i c i a n s 
said the baby will suffer no long-
term consequences. 

“These life events were signifi-
cant to all involved,” said APD Chief 
Paul Rolleri. “We are very proud of 
officers Cobb and Kaanehe.” 

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Red Cross Selects APD 
Hometown Heroes

Photos by Ken Lem

Officer Tom 
Cobb

Officer John 
Kaanehe

Ekene Ikeme
An Alameda man and his female 

companion were arrested on four 
different charges including posses-
sion of stolen property last Sunday, 
Oct. 20, in Walnut Creek.

David Anderson, 44, of Alameda, 
and Jamie Davies, 20, of San Lean-
dro, were arrested after Walnut 
Creek officers discovered the pair 
stole mail from more than a dozen 

homes. Police said the ordeal be-
gan at 7:34 a.m. Sunday when a car 
alarm activated.

When police arrived at the 
scene, they received a tip about 
a suspicious vehicle in the neigh-
borhood. The police stopped and 
searched the vehicle and discov-
ered property stolen during two 
different auto burglaries and a large 
quantity of stolen mail. 

The retrieved mail was given to 
postal inspectors who said it had 
been taken from roughly 20 homes. 
The duo was arrested on charges of 
possession of stolen property, pos-
session of burglary tools, criminal 
conspiracy and violation of proba-
tion, according to a police report.

Anderson and Davies were still 
in custody at the Martinez County 
Jail as of Tuesday, Oct. 22.

Alameda Resident Accused of Stealing Mail


