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Richard Bangert
“North Housing” sits on prop-

erty between Alameda Point and 
Alameda Landing (where the new 
Target store has opened). After 
years of low-key planning efforts, 
the city will soon receive this prop-
erty, which will eventually see more 
than 400 new affordable and market 
rate housing units, including 90 
Housing Authority units for for-
merly homeless individuals.

An administrative milestone 
was reached in August 2013 when 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) signed 
off on the city’s plan to accommo-
date homeless individuals.

The 42-acre Navy parcel sits 
directly adjacent to Alameda 
Landing’s future residential neigh-
borhood. It includes the 8-acre 
Estuary Park where a baseball 
field, soccer field, basketball 
court, perimeter trail, and an open 
meadow flanked by mature trees 
await minor sprucing up by the 
Recreation and Park Department.

The site currently contains 51 
residential struc-
tures: 39 six-plexes 
and 12 four-plexes 
for a total of 282 
three- and four-
bedroom units. All 
of the buildings 
were constructed 
in 1969. With the 
possible excep-
tion of two acres 
going to Habitat 
for Humanity, all 
the units will be 
demolished to make way for new 
construction, according to the city’s 
Interim Community Development 
Director Debbie Potter. 

The Housing Authority’s 13 
acres will have 90 units of new 
housing and two acres of open 
space. Two acres will go to Habitat 
for Humanity. The remaining 19 
acres will be sold by the Navy to a 
private developer.

“The Reuse Plan notes the pri-
vate housing developer could build 
315 units,” said Potter. After the 
Reuse Plan Amendment was pre-
pared in 2008 and approved in 2009, 
the city certified a Housing Element 
in 2012 that rezoned this property 
to provide a Multi-Family Overlay 
zone, “so the number of units that 
could potentially be developed at 
this site is more than the 435 listed 
in the plan,” Potter stated. 

One problem with trying to 
reuse the existing residences is 
that all the multi-unit structures 
have one utility meter for the entire 

building. Installing individual util-
ity meters for each unit would be 
expensive, according to Potter.

“In addition,” said Potter, “the 
property is not laid out particu-
larly efficiently, which is also a 
challenge. North Housing has a 
multi-family overlay designation 
and it would be extremely difficult 
to take adva ntage of that zoning 
(30 units to the acre) with the 
current building layout,” she said. 
“The only exception to all of this 
is that Habitat for Humanity East 
Bay has a Self-Help Housing Public 
Benefit Conveyance request pend-
ing with HUD which proposes an 
option of retaining some 30 units to 
be renovated and sold as self-help 
housing.”

Housing Authority 
plays a key role

The Housing Authority will be 
partnering with the Alameda Point 
Collaborative and Building Futures 
with Women and Children who will 
provide services to residents of 
the Housing Authority’s 90 units. A 

community center 
is planned.

Potter said she 
expects project 
financing would 
be packaged 
from a variety of 
sources, “with the 
primary funding 
coming from an 
award of Federal/
State tax credits 
(equity raised 
through the sale 

of the tax credits to an investor),” 
she said. “Other sources are most 
likely Federal HOME funds and 
dedicated housing authority funds 
the City receives as inclusionary 
housing in lieu fees and Affordable 
Housing fees paid by non-residen-
tial developers,” said Potter.

Alameda Housing Authority 
Director Mike Pucci has a good 
idea where the homeless housing 
will go, but is not ready to release 
a map. “In our agreement that HUD 
has approved we did delineate a 
specific site comprising 13 acres, 
but a meets and bounds survey has 
yet to be conducted to establish its 
exact location,” said Pucci.

Checklist of regulations
The Navy completed its envi-

ronmental review for the entire 
North Housing parcel in 2009 and 
issued a Finding of Suitability to 
Transfer (FOST) for Estuary Park. 

Land Transfer 
Upcoming

“The number of 
units that could 
potentially be 
developed at 
this site is more 
than the 435 list-
ed in the plan.”

— Debbie Potter, 
City of Alameda
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The City Council held closed-
door discussions last week to con-
sider proposals from the West Hol-
lywood-based Charles Company 
and the family-run conglomerate 
DeBartolo Development. Accord-
ing to City Manager John Russo the 
discussion was the first of several 
about how much of Alameda Point 
to sell, and to whom.

DeBartolo’s current leadership 
includes the longtime owner and 
manager of the San Francisco 49ers. 
The company founder is known as 
the father of the shopping mall. 

In addition to malls, DeBartolo 
has purchased or built mixed-use 
projects, hotels and a range of 
housing, including an independent 
living community for seniors, with 
developments across the U.S. The 
company bills itself as one of the 
biggest private real estate invest-
ment and development firms in the 
country.

Charles Company’s website 
touts the development and invest-
ment partnership’s ability to re-
store dilapidated sites and build 
on environmentally impacted and 
poorly laid out sites in “inner city” 
locations, with most of its work 
done in Southern California; news 
articles show the company has 
built or bought malls and property 
in Southern California and Las Ve-
gas.

“We’ve made it clear that we 
were going to start bringing deals 
in November. And some of them are 
pretty cool,” Russo said.

Russo said the city will be look-
ing at proposals that fit into the 
scope of what’s being contemplat-
ed in an in-progress environmental 
impact report; the report examines 
the impacts of development op-
tions that include up to 5.5 million 

square feet of commercial space 
and 4,841 homes. He said the Point 
could be parceled off in chunks 
as small as five or 10 acres and as 
large as 125 acres.

“None of (the proposals) is for 
the whole base,” Russo said. “It’s 
all going to be parts and parts and 
parts.”

The reuse plan the city agreed 
to adhere to in order to win back 
its no-cost conveyance of the Point 
from the Navy allows up to 1,425 
homes and 5.5 million square feet 
of commercial space. Russo said 
the city is prioritizing rehabilitation 
and reuse of some of the Point’s ex-
isting buildings, development of an 
“employment opportunity site” oc-
cupying the Point’s southeastern 
corner and of a transit-oriented 
town center with high-density 
housing, shops, restaurants.

Also on Tuesday’s agenda, the 
council considered approving 
evaluation criteria for development 
proposals that would ensure that 
they square with the city’s plans.

The Navy handed over about 
500 acres of the Point in June, but 
two major sites — the million-
square-foot Building 5 and a chunk 
of land near Seaplane Lagoon 
where the hoped-for town center 
will sit — are still being cleaned of 
toxins and aren’t expected to be in 
the city’s hands until 2019.

Interest in the Point has always 
been high. After city leaders fired 
the second of two master devel-
opers they hoped would plan and 
implement redevelopment of the 
base, in 2010, more than a dozen 
other developers stepped forward 
to express interest in the former 
Naval air station.

The list included Alameda Land-
ing developer Catellus and Lennar, 
the two companies that had previ-
ously bid for the master developer 

job that went to SunCal. Proposals 
ranged from building a second cam-
pus for Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory to paying the Navy the 
$108.5 million they were asking for 
the entire base.

But the failure of the master 
developer approach — neither 
developer was able to make the 
city-generated, Navy-approved 
base redevelopment plan to pencil 
out — and a desire to recapture a 
no-cost land deal prompted city 
staffers to revisit the city’s origi-
nal plan and to both decide what 
would be built and clear many of 
the regulatory hurdles to build it 
themselves.

The result has been a flurry of 
planning activity and public hear-
ings that city staffers hope to con-
clude in early 2014, paving the way 
for development of the base to 
begin soon after. On Monday the 
Planning Board reviewed and com-
mented on purpose statements for 
sub-districts the Point could be di-
vided into and on a plan that details 
building heights along with uses 
and massing of construction in the 
town center and waterfront area.

The City Council agenda item 
held no clues about what the two 
developers might like to build at 
the Point, how much land they 
want or what they’re offering to 
pay for it. 

Russo said the city will work 
to leverage enough value from the 
land at the Point to rebuild roads 
and utilities needed to support re-
vitalization of the site.

“It’s got great views and it’s 
valuable and everybody wants it,” 
he said.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

Latest Potential Point 
Developers Lining Up

Photo by Dennis Evanosky

A tray reminiscent of a 1950s drive-in restaurant decorates this vintage automo-
bile. The car was part of Alameda’s 20th Classic Car Show last Saturday. The 
bright, sunny day brought thousands of spectators to the show to enjoy ogling 

more than 400 classics and their accoutrements. 

Park Street Restaurant Handed $480K Wage Fine

Photo and story by Dennis Evanosky
Pictured left to right, Debbie Albright, Allen Michaan 

and Lynn Nelson were at Lynn’s of Alameda last Satur-
day as the company celebrated its 50th anniversary. 
The festivities included food, drinks and drawings for 
special gifts. 

Nelson started the family-owned and operated busi-
ness in her home in 1963. She opened shop at Versailles 
Station on Encinal Avenue seven years later. 

“We pride ourselves on our client relations and 
treat our customers as we would our own family,” 
Albright said. Lynn’s specializes in estate liquidations 
and moving sales. 

Lynn’s Antiques has a special working relationship 
with Michaan’s Auctions. Albright maintains a pres-
ence at Michaan’s Alameda Point Antiques & Collect-
ables Faire. Michaan has hosted the monthly fair since 
1997, when Alameda Naval Air Station closed. 

Ekene Ikeme
The California Labor Commis-

sion (CLC) and the Employment De-
velopment Department (EDD) issued 
the owners of Toomie’s Thai Cuisine 
restaurant a $481,813 citation after a 
joint inspection declared they con-
ducted wage theft violations.

“The citations consisted of civil 
penalties and wages owed to 13 em-
ployees for violation of minimum 
wage, overtime and rest period 
laws,” according to a press release 
from the California Department of 
Industrial Relations.

California Labor Commissioner 
Julie A. Su was in charge of the in-
spection of Toomie’s, located at 1433 
Park St. “Our goal is to ensure a just 
day’s pay for a hard day’s work in ev-
ery workplace in California,” said Su. 

The investigation revealed em-
ployees “routinely worked up to 
10.5 hours a day, seven days a week, 
without receiving overtime pay or a 
state-mandated split-shift premium.”

Toomie’s owners, Narong and 
Kaoduan Udomrak, are “individually 
and jointly responsible for $108,200 
in civil penalties as well as $373,613 
owed to their workers in unpaid min-

Richard Bangert

Fall foliage in Alameda Point’s Estuary Park, about to 
be transferred to the city of Alameda.

imum wages, overtime pay, rest pe-
riod and split shift premiums,” the 
release said. The joint inspection 

began after a complaint was filed to 
the EDD this past summer. Toomie’s 
owners plan to appeal the citation.
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