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Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Efforts to combine the opera-
tions of struggling Alameda and San 
Leandro hospitals with the pub-
lic Alameda Health System (AHS) 
cleared what proponents called 
a critical hurdle when Gov. Jerry 
Brown signed AB 1008 last Friday.

Assembly members Rob Bonta, 
D-Alameda, and Joan Buchanan, 
D-Alamo, co-authored the bill that 
eliminates the requirement that full-
time workers from the two hospitals 
become eligible for a county pension 
when the deals close and they be-
come AHS employees. It also allows 
employees of the two hospitals who 
work half time or more and are en-
rolled in pension plans now to main-
tain a pension benefit.

Instead of joining the Alameda 
County Employees’ Retirement As-
sociation (ACERA), unions repre-
senting employees at both hospi-
tals will consider alternate pension 
plans as they bargain with AHS for 
new contracts.

Proponents have billed the 
merger and affiliation as the best 
option for saving the valued but 
struggling hospitals — and the jobs 
they provide. The mergers also of-

fers an opportunity for AHS to ex-
pand its service offerings and geo-
graphic reach. The existing system 
includes Highland and Fairmont 
hospitals, John George Psychiatric 
Hospital and four wellness clinics.

AHS managers had already been 
working to put cheaper retirement 
plans in place, before proposed ef-
forts to acquire San Leandro Hos-
pital and affiliate with Alameda 
Hospital came about, AHS Chief 
Human Resources Officer, Jeanette 
Loudon-Corbett, said.

The system, formerly known as 
Alameda County Medical Center, split 
off from Alameda County in 1996. Its 
full-time employees remained en-
rolled in the county retirement plan, 
she said. Adding the 473 full-time 
workers from the San Leandro and 
Alameda hospitals who would have 
been eligible for the county pension 
plan would have cost AHS more than 
$3 million a year, she said — more 
than it could afford.

At the same time, leaders of the 
eight unions representing workers 
at the hospitals were concerned 
that the part-timers who make up 
the majority of the staffs would be 
left out in the cold if the deals went 
through. Fran Jefferson, regional 
director of Service Employees In-

ternational Union, Local 1021, said 
that 189 part-time pharmacists, 
nurses, dietary and other workers 
at San Leandro Hospital could find 
themselves without a pension, if 
an expected transfer from Sutter 
Health to AHS goes through.

The transfer of San Leandro 
Hospital is supposed to be final-
ized by Oct. 31. An agreement to 
affiliate Alameda Hospital with AHS 
is expected to be completed by the 
end of this month. The affiliation is 
slated to go through in early 2014. 
After those deals are completed, 
union leaders and AHS manage-
ment will hash out pension deals 
as they bargain over new contracts.

Alameda Hospital’s workers 
are expected to become AHS em-
ployees within two years of the 
deal closing, Loudon-Corbett said. 
The bill received the official sup-
port from AHS and all eight unions 
whose members the mergers will 
affect.

“Everyone is sensitive to what 
may look on the surface like a wa-
tering down of pension plans. It’s 
not that at all. We would never 
agree to that,” Jefferson said. 

Read this entire article and more 
Alameda news at http://webh.it/al-
amedasun. 

Sun Staff Reports
Saul Landau, 77, passed away 

on Sept 9 in Alameda surrounded 
by his family. He had suffered from 
bladder cancer since 2011. Lan-
dau was known worldwide for his 
books and films that focused on 
social, political and human rights 
issues. Landau penned 14 books; 
his latest, Stark in the Bronx, was 
published last month. 

He produced more than 40 
films. His 1968 documentary 
Fidel served as one of the first 
close ups that the United States 
had of the Cuban leader. 

Landau won an Emmy for 
Paul Jacobs and the Nuclear 
Gang, a film about the cover-up 
of the health hazards related to 
the 1950s atomic bomb testing in 
Nevada. He also won the Edgar 
Allan Poe Award for Assassina-
tion on Embassy Row, a book that 
investigated the 1976 murders 
of Chilean Ambassador Orlando 
Letelier and Letelier’s colleague 
Ronni Moffitt. 

The Cuban government 

a w a r d e d 
Landau the 
Orden de 
la Amistad 
(Order of 
Friendship) 
on Aug. 7. 
Landau is 
survived by 
his wife, Re-
becca Swit-
zer; a son, 
four daughters and a sister.

Landau’s son, Greg, said that 
the family is planning a public 
memorial in the Bay Area. Anyone 
interested in contributing to the 
memorial can donate via PayPal 
at saullandau.com or send a check 
to: Greg Landau, c/o Institute for 
Policy Studies, 1112 16th St. NW, 
Suite 600, Washington, DC 20036.

City May Not Have Paid 
State Television Funds

Hospital Clears a 
Key Merger Hurdle

Sun Staff Reports
The Public Works Department is 

hosting a third community meeting 
to discuss ways to improve pedes-
trian safety at the intersections of 
Park Street at Lincoln Avenue and 
Park Street at Buena Vista Avenue. 
Recently approved commercial 
developments at these locations 
could significantly increase the 
number of pedestrians using cross-
walks at these intersections. 

The city is considering using a 
$280,000 federal grant on improve-
ments to make it easier for pedes-

trians to cross at these intersec-
tions. The community’s input from 
this meeting will be used to develop 
the new intersection designs.

Anyone unable to attend, can 
submit written comments by 5 
p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 2. Address 
comments to Virendra Patel, City 
Hall, West, 950 West Mall Square, 
Room 110, Alameda, CA 94501 or 
email vpatel@alamedaca.gov. All 
written comments become part of 
the official public record. 

Address questions or concerns 
to Patel at 747-7900.

Meeting to Discuss Pedestrian 
Safety Scheduled for Oct. 2
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Saul Landau

Saul Landau is 
a man I love to 
steal ideas from.

— Gore Vidal

Saul Landau Passes

Jeffrey R. Smith 
What? Bohemians living in Al-

ameda? And thespians? Right here 
in River City? Alameda’s own Laura 
Lundy-Paine is currently starring in 
a double-header at the Phoenix The-
atre in San Francisco.

Lundy-Paine, a premiere actress, 
has formally studied acting at Pomona 
College and was classically trained at 
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in 
London. She has graced West Coast 
stages from the Portland Shakespeare 
Festival, to the Oregon Stage Compa-
ny, Stinson Shakespeare — even our 
own Rhythmix Cultural Works.

Presently at the Phoenix, the ac-
complished Lundy-Paine shares the 
Klieg Lights with John Steen; they 
open with George Pfirrmann’s Arousal 
followed by Harold Pinter’s The Lover.

In Arousal, Lundy-Paine plays 
the Albena: an exotic therapist of 
sorts; she is severed from her native 
Ukraine and for a small fee, she is 
willing to help Clifford, via very un-
conventional therapies, to overcome 
the isolating social handicaps asso-
ciated Asperger’s Syndrome.

Albena proves that you don’t 
have to be handicapped to have a 
handicap; a turbulent history in a 
ruthless, lawless, post-Soviet waste-
land and a family swine circus is 
more than sufficient.

At the end of her rope — OK ex-
tension cord — Albena finds that a 
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Alameda resident Laura Lundy-Paine faces off with John 
Steen in Harold Pinter’s The Lover.

Alamedan Shines in Two Big City Plays
human connection, rather than on-
line Scrabble, might provide her a 
reason to go on living.

In The Lover, Lundy-Paine ratch-
ets up her intensity, nearly setting 
off the smoke alarm with sensuality. 
She plays Sarah: a married woman 
trying to infuse a 10-year marriage 
with the rush that it had back in 
the early days. Sarah and Richard, 
mired in the doldrums of middle-
class suburban London, fantasize 
the way most people do, only they 
share their fantasies to spool up 
marital intimacies and save on their 
heating bills.

This is high-intensity theatre in 

an intimate setting; no one is more 
than three rows from the end of the 
stage; you can almost smell Albena’s 
rot-gut vodka and cheap perfume.

Lundy-Paine is a resident mem-
ber of the award winning Virago 
Theatre; the company includes 
Robert Lundy-Paine and Eileen Mer-
edith, also from Alameda.

For a tantalizing and provoca-
tive evening visit www.ViragoThe-
atre.org. The Phoenix Theater is at 
414 Mason St. in San Francisco.

Jeffrey R. Smith is a member of 
the San Francisco Bay Area Theatre 
Critics Circle.

Eric J. Kos

The building at 2499 Mariner Square Drive with its distinctive cupola helped 
launch the Chevy’s Fresh Mexican Restaurant chain in 1986.

Sun Staff Reports
The location of countless 

birthday parties, mixers and Tip-
a-Cop fundraisers, the first-ever 
Chevy’s restaurant building may 
be coming down. A plan com-
ing before the Planning Board 
next Monday would demolish 
the long vacant 2499 Mariner 
Square Drive, with views of mari-
nas, and Jack London Square, 

and replace it with a three-story 
building called Cardinal Point II. 

The location helped launch 
the Chevy’s restaurant chain 
in 1986. The chain has since 
expanded to eight states at 
55 locations. The restaurant, 
reportedly the founders’ favor-
ite, was closed in 2006. The 
property has been for sale since.

Now, Oakmont Senior Living, 

operators of Cardinal Point Senior 
Living Facility across the street, is 
proposing to demolish the restau-
rant building and build a three-
story, 52-unit, 40,300-square foot 
assisted living facility. 

Local residents of the adjoin-
ing Barnhill Marina wrote a let-
ter in support of the project as 
the former restaurant contin-
ues to fall into disrepair.

Ekene Ikeme
An Alameda resident is ques-

tioning Alameda’s implementation 
of a 2006 state of California Assem-
bly Bill regarding funds allocated 
for Alameda-based programming 
on public access television. Alam-
eda resident and Chabot College 
television studio volunteer, Chad 
Ellingsworth, said the city of Alam-
eda is required to pay Chabot Col-
lege for producing Alameda-based 
public access shows, but has not 
been making payments since 2011. 

The Digital Infrastructure and 
Video Competition Act (DIVCA) was 
ratified in 2006 to create a “stream-
lined process for granting video 
service franchises to foster new 
technology, encourage competi-
tion, and expand customer choice,” 
according to the memorandum 
from former acting City Manager 
Lisa Goldman in 2011. 

Though the state mandates the 
video service franchise, in this 
case Comcast, the city has specific 
rights and responsibilities under 
DIVCA. The purpose of DIVCA was 
to grant rights to video service 
providers statewide, instead of lo-
cally. 

The city adopted DIVCA in 2011. 
The bill allows the city to charge a 
fee of up to five percent of the gross 
revenues of state video service 
franchise for use of its public right-
of-way. The city also receives a fee 
for support of public, education 
and government (PEG) channels.

The process involves four par-

ties, the city; the video franchise 
holder, Comcast; Alameda resi-
dents who decide what content 
they want produced; and the stu-
dio that produces the content, 
which in this case is Chabot Col-
lege. Comcast named Chabot its 
public access studio home for the 
East Bay.

Comcast charges Alameda resi-
dents a fee on their television bill 
for PEG channels. Comcast takes 
the money and gives it to the city. In 
return, the city is supposed to give 
the money to Chabot, who then 
pays the producers from Alameda 
who use the college’s resources to 
create the content. Chabot’s stu-
dio provides space, resources and 
equipment to the public to create 
the public access content, accord-
ing to Ellingsworth. 

However, Ellingsworth has said 
the city has not been making pay-
ments for the past two years. Be-
cause of the lack of funds produc-
ers are not able to use the studio 
because the studio can’t afford to 
hire a key employee.  

“Where is two years worth of 
money?” stated Ellingsworth. “Al-
ameda producers and businesses 
are losing out on valuable income 
because of this delay.” 

Assistant City Manager Alex 
Nguyen was unavailable for com-
ment by press time. Public access 
service for the city of Alameda can 
be seen on channel 28. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

LOCAL: Page 8

Fee on local residents’ cable bills may 
not have been spent as intended


