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Richard Bangert
The US Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) received the green light
from the US Fish & Wildlife Service
for its Alameda Point clinic and
national cemetery project in late
August. Fish & Wildlife issued its
biological opinion, which focuses
only on the impacts to the least
tern colony that nests on the previously proposed wildlife refuge.
While they agreed with the VA that
the project would adversely affect
the least tern, they concluded their
review by saying the tern colony’s
existence is not placed in jeopardy
by the plans.
The opinion includes a description of the VA’s planned uses for the
511 acres, labeled “VA Undeveloped
Area,” that will not be used for the
clinic or cemetery. The description makes clear for the first time
that the national wildlife refuge
envisioned by Fish & Wildlife in
1998 is dead. Other than the 9.7acre nesting area for the terns, the
remainder of the tarmac, taxiway,
and runway pavement will be used
for emergency training exercises
during the non-nesting season (Aug.
16 through March 31), and set aside
to be used as a staging area during
emergencies and natural disasters.
Two ammo bunkers will be used to
store emergency supplies.
The VA has been working with
the Navy since 2005 to take over
the proposed 549-acre wildlife refuge. Previous talks between Fish &
Wildlife and the Navy ended over
disagreements about environmental cleanup.
Still, the Golden Gate Audubon
Society, the main advocate for a
wildlife refuge, held out hope for
a full-fledged wildlife refuge. The
society’s website has a conservation page dedicated to the Alameda
Wildlife Refuge that lists one of their
goals as: “Achieve transfer of land
from the U.S. Navy to the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service to create the Alameda National Wildlife Refuge.”
A colony of the endangered California least terns has been nesting
here for decades. The VA’s project
stalled last year over proximity to
the least tern nesting site, but was
revived when a compromise plan
emerged that would move the clinic
facilities and part of the cemetery
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Alameda Education Association (AEA) President Gray Harris introduces AEA-supported school board candidates at last Saturday’s rally in front of Historic Alameda
High School. The candidates from left to right are Trish Spencer, Barbara Kahn and
Jon Murphy.

Teachers Rally for
Their Candidates
Sun Staff Reports
Alameda teachers held a community rally last Saturday morning
to support their three candidates
for the school board.
“We also wanted to raise issues
about the controversial spending
priorities of the existing school
board,” said Gray Harris, president
of Alameda Education Association
(AEA), the teachers’ union.
The three school board can-

didates backed by AEA — Trish
Spencer, Barbara Kahn and Jon
Murphy — all spoke about their
vision for Alameda’s public
schools.
“We chose to rally in front of
the fence that the Alameda Unified
School District (AUSD) recently
erected around Historic Alameda
High School,” Harris said.
The building has housed
AUSD’s administrative offices for

Radio Talks Finances
Susan Galleymore

Alameda Community Radio

Radio Waves

City Treasurer Kevin Kennedy,
City Auditor Kevin Kearney and
Alameda resident Ken Peterson
discussed Alameda’s finances in
Alameda Community Radio’s (ACR)
latest edition of News & Views.
Kennedy and Kearney both
agree that, with its more settled
housing inventory, Alameda’s financial situation is not as dire as that
of, for example, the cities of Vallejo,
Stockton or San Bernardino.
Peterson agrees with Kennedy
and Kearney that Alameda is not
out of the proverbial woods. And
all three urge residents to understand the city’s risk of insolvency
if current trends are not reversed.
Peterson pays particular attention
to how dollar amounts seem to
appear and disappear in different
reports in the city’s budget, then

reappear as different amounts in
yet other reports.
Both Kennedy and Kearney
praised Peterson for his persistence in voicing his concerns with
city officials during city council
meetings. They also encourage him
to continue doing so, and to share
his hard-earned knowledge with
residents.
Kennedy and Kearney also advise residents to demand candidates
running for city council coherently
detail how they plan to re-direct
the current financial path to ensure
greater fiscal responsibility.
Kearney likens the city to some
retirees. “The city has a fixed income, costs that exceed revenues,
an inability to predict cost increases and only one way to balance the
budget: with a one-time fix.

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Last Friday, the city’s Historical
Advisory Board received a written
update on seismic safety work at
Historic Alameda High School outlining Alameda school administrators’ rationale for shuttering and
fencing off portions of the campus
and also on the nature and cost of
work being done there. A hearing on
the report has been postponed to a
later date.
An April 12 report offered by
Quattrochi Kwok Architects presented to the school board in late
April offers a list of earthquake
safety measures the district opted
to take to protect staff and students
at the 88-year-old school, including
relocating administrators working
in campus buildings that aren’t seismically safe enough to meet state
standards for housing students.
“Based on the structural analysis
by ZFA Structural Engineers, these
non-(state) approved structures are
not safe for occupancy and further
pose a threat of collapse to people
in the immediate vicinity,” the report
says. “It is recommended that the
temporary mitigation measures be
taken to provide safe egress paths
out of the fall zones as well as alternative paths for the adjacent Alameda High School students and staff.
“This should not be construed
as a long-term solution to the inadequacies of the unapproved
structures,” the report adds. “It is
understood that the District has a
much larger challenge of what to do
with the abandoned and fenced-off
structures.”
The report included ZFA Structural Engineers’ assessment of the
campus’ seismic condition released
in February and a pair of March
cost estimates for seismic shor-

many years. “Now AUSD is spending money to fence up and abandon the building in the middle of
downtown Alameda,” Harris said.
“This decision is just the latest
in a pattern of misuse of public funds by the current school
board.”
If elected, the AEA-backed candidates promise to work with all
stakeholders to create real transparency in the district.

“I think the city will become
insolvent, maybe not this year but
soon, because it does not control
costs,” he said.
While Kearney praises the city
council’s adjustments to retiree pensions and medical costs, he says,
“No one disputes that that does
nothing from a math standpoint for
the operating budget; but nor does
anyone suggest cutting current expenditures.”
“The idea that the city goes
back on promises to employees and
vendors and the prospect of bankruptcy isn’t something we want,”
Kennedy said. “The city must live
up to its obligations in a way that is
feasible.”
He said that the current direction the city is taking uses “Monopoly money” and finds it hard to believe the city can deliver promised
benefits and programs.
“I’m afraid people won’t get anything,” he said.
Meanwhile, city council presents
two solutions: a corporate model
and public/private partnerships.
Visit alamedacommunityradio.
org to listen to the full interview.
Then email alamedacommunity
radio@gmail.com and have your say
on ACR’s Very Hot Talk.
Susan Galleymore sits on Alameda
Community Radio’s board of directors.

Ekene Ikeme
Alameda police arrested three
people including two juveniles for
allegedly breaking into a home
Saturday, Sept. 8, according to the
Alameda Police Department (APD).
According to APD Lt. Ted Horlbeck, Jobie Morton, 18, and his two
male juvenile accomplices from Alameda allegedly used bodily force
to enter a home without permission
from residents on the 200 block of
Stardust Place around 6:30 p.m.
One of the suspects allegedly
told the six victims — one adult
male and five females, four of them
juveniles — that they were there to
kill the adult male victim.
Before the suspects forced their
way into the residence, one of the
female victims noticed a car pull
up and knew there was going to be
a problem. Morton and the adult
male victim had had a confrontation earlier in the day, according to
Horlbeck. Police still do not know
the extent of the confrontation.
The victims locked the front
door and hid in a back bedroom.
The suspects forcibly entered
through the front door and found
the victims in the bedroom. One
of the female victims, a 13-year-old
girl, jumped out of the second-story
bedroom window.
The suspects then stole items
from a purse and fled. The victim
who jumped out of the window was
taken to Alameda Hospital where
doctors determined that she should
stay overnight for further observation, according to APD.
The male victim gave APD a description of the intruders. APD was
able to positively identify and arrest
them using the description from the
victim. APD is withholding the identities and address of the victims.
After the three were booked, the
two minors were released to their
parents’ custody. Morton, however,
was taken to Santa Rita Jail and processed at 12:08 a.m. Sunday.
Morton is being held on $160,000
bail with charges of residential robbery, child endangerment and making criminal threats with intent to
terrorize.
His arraignment was scheduled
for Tuesday, Sept. 9.

Protect Parks
Sun Staff Reports
The campaign for Measure D
which, if passed, will protect Alameda parkland from sale or swap without voter approval, has announced
a fundraiser for Wednesday, Sept.
19. The event takes place 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. at Dragon Rouge Restaurant, 2337 Blanding Ave., and raises
funds to cover the campaign’s legal
and other costs. A silent auction,
refreshments and live music will be
part of the event at $20 per entry.

News in Brief
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Alameda Education Association President Gray Harris
and teacher Jeffrey Smith visit the school district’s
$211,300 fence in front of Historic Alameda High
School. Smith writes that the fence itself might become
a historic landmark on Page E4 in today’s Essence.
ing work and the fence that’s been
constructed around portions of the
school. The estimates put the cost
of the fence, moving a set of stairs,
bracing and other work at between
$515,752 and $663,268.
District officials later put the
cost of the work at $887,000 with
potential additional costs of up to
$266,000; in response to questions
from The Alamedan, AUSD Chief
Business Officer Robert Shemwell
said the amount includes $552,830
for structural upgrades, $16,500 to
repair existing stairs at the school,
$211,300 for the fence and $106,370
for a stair protection structure.
The district office will be moving to leased space in Marina Village with rent payments estimated
at $552,000 a year and an option to

“The District has
a much larger
challenge of what
to do with the ...
structures.”
— Architect’s Report
purchase. Shemwell said administrators will most likely vacate Historic Alameda High in November
and December, moving primarily
during Thanksgiving and Christmas
breaks.
“We will most likely be keeping
a department or two behind in the
current Student Services section
and the old Superintendent’s Office,” Shemwell wrote.
Read the full story at www.the
alamedan.org.

Sun Staff Reports
Volunteers wanted for Coastal
Cleanup Day
The city of Alameda is holding
the Annual Coastal Cleanup Day,
Saturday, Sept. 15, from 8:30 a.m.
to noon at the Robert W. Crown
Memorial State Beach along Shore
Line Drive.
The event provides the opportunity for all Alamedans to improve the appearance of the city’s
coastline by removing trash, litter
and other debris. Volunteers are
asked to bring their own reusable
bucket or bag and heavy-duty
gloves and to wear sturdy, closedtoe shoes. A parent must accompany volunteers under the age of
18.
The Public Works Department,
in collaboration with the East Bay
Regional Park District, is sponsoring the event.
Volunteers can pre-register
and/or become beach captains by
visiting www.EBParks.org and or by
calling 888-327-2757 and choosing
option two. Registration will also
occur the day of the event, starting
at 8:30 a.m. Look for registration
staff at the Shore Line Drive and
Park Street intersection.
For more information on the
Coastal Cleanup day or other clean-

up events, call the city of Alameda
Public Works Department at 7477930 or call the East Bay Regional
Park District at 888-EBPARKS.
Teen shot while
attempting to rob cop
An off-duty San Francisco sheriff’s deputy shot an 17-year-old
Alameda boy in Oakland Monday
morning after the teen’s failed robbery attempt, according to the Oakland Police Department (OPD).
The boy approached the sheriff’s
deputy and his female acquaintance
around 1:30 a.m. Monday morning
near Lake Merritt with what appeared to be a gun and demanded
money, according to OPD spokeswoman Officer Johnna Watson.
The deputy, a 20-year veteran
with the San Francisco Police Department, drew his own gun and
shot the suspect.
When police arrived to the 400
block of Lee Street at 1:34 a.m., they
saw the man and the wounded teen
at the scene.
The teen was taken to a nearby
hospital where he remains in stable
condition as of Tuesday. The teen
was charged with attempted robbery. The deputy was not charged
for the shooting.
OPD withheld the names of both
the deputy and suspect.

