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Richard Bangert
The ospreys have returned to 

nest at Alameda Point, but not at 
their previous nesting site at the 
entrance to the Seaplane Lagoon.  
This year they have settled atop 
one of the towering kingposts 
holding a cable and boom hoist on 
the maritime ship Admiral William 
Callaghan. Unfortunately, a third 
osprey interfered with the nest-
ing pair.

As the month of March came 
in, Alameda wildlife biologist and 
birdwatcher Leora Feeney began 
checking to see if the ospreys had 
returned to their Seaplane Lagoon 
nest. While scoping out the sur-
rounding area with her binocu-
lars, Feeney spotted a returning 
osprey on one of the maritime 
ready reserve ships docked at 
Alameda Point. As the weeks went 
by, she noted that nest building 
and fishing were the order of busi-
ness for the osprey pair on their 
new shipboard nest.

On April 4, Feeney recorded 
in her osprey log that the female 
had settled deep into the nest as 

if incubating at least one egg.  But 
a third osprey spotted two weeks 
earlier now became trouble, with 
the nesting male osprey seen 
escorting the interloper away.

“Incubation seemed the order 
of business during April, but on 
May 5 no birds were seen at 
the nest,” said Feeney. “This was 
not a good sign.” During follow-
ing observations by Feeney, it 
became clear that another female 
osprey was visiting the pair often. 
“The pair tried to discourage her 
by flying around her and escort-
ing her away,” said Feeney. But in 
doing so, the effort would leave 
the nest briefly unattended and 
vulnerable to the ever-present 
gulls looking to steal fish scraps 
or even an egg or a chick. 

On May 20, the Callaghan’s 
captain generously agreed to 
allow a few interested parties 
to climb up to the bridge and 
higher to look down into the nest 
to gather more information. No 
eggs or chicks were seen. “But it 
didn’t help much to understand 
this year’s osprey story,” said 

Feeney. “A strong theory is that 
the interloper disturbed the nest-
ing pair more often than my brief 
visits detected,” she said. “The 
other ‘woman’ may have allowed 
enough distraction for the active 
nest to be pirated by gulls.” 

It was hoped that a second 
nesting attempt might occur, but 
it didn’t. “There is always con-
cern about adequate food avail-
ability and sufficient experience 
when birds nest,” said Feeney. 
“And now we see competition is 
part of the game.” 

No one can say for sure what 
caused the failure. “It is inter-
esting, however,” said Feeney, 
“that two ospreys were still seen 
standing at both the 2012 nesting 
site that fledged one healthy big 
osprey and the 2013 ship nesting 
site as recently as Aug. 23. 

“This site tenacity gives us 
hope that they will return in 
2014,” she said.

Follow Richard Bangert’s 
Alameda Point blog at http://alam-
edapointenvironmentalreport.
wordpress.com. 

Richard Bangert

An osprey lands on the kingpost nest the birds constructed on the Admiral 
William Callaghan docked at Alameda Point. 

Ospreys Build Nest 
Aboard Reserve Ship
Raptors see competition in more seaworthy location

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Harbor Bay Isle Associates and 
the Harbor Bay Club are asking the 
city’s permission to move the fit-
ness club to a nine-acre site in the 
Harbor Bay Business Park and to 
build 80 luxury homes in its stead.

City Planner Andrew Thomas 
said he hopes to provide official 
notice of the city’s plans to prepare 
an environmental review shortly. 
Once the notice is issued, residents 
will have 30 days to tell the city 
what potential impacts should be 
studied; a public meeting to dis-
cuss the scope of the review could 
come within 45 days.

Harbor Bay Isle Associates is 
seeking to build the homes in part to 
help retire the remaining debt on the 
roads and utilities that support near-
ly 3,000 existing homes on Harbor 
Bay Isle. The developer’s representa-
tives are saying that construction of 
the homes will help finance a new 
and improved replacement for the 
existing, 35-year-old club.

“(The proposed club) will defi-
nitely be a better product,” said C. 
Timothy Hoppen, Harbor Bay Isle 
Associates’ general partner. 

Plans for the club include a 
new, two-story building; a trio of 
pools and a children’s water play 
area; and a dozen tennis courts. 
The plans also show a basketball 
court and turf field; an outdoor 
café and picnic areas, as well as an 
office building across the parking 
lot from the club.

The proposal to build the 
homes on the nine-acre club site is 
the third proffered by Harbor Bay 
Isle Associates to construct addi-

tional homes in Harbor Bay Isle.
Harbor Bay Isle Associates’ 

representatives have maintained 
that their agreement with the city 
permits them to build an addi-
tional 227 homes, though a court 
ruled in 2007 that the city was only 
required to consider the develop-
er’s proposals. The representatives 
say that they won’t ask to build any 
more new homes if this application 
is approved.

The developer originally sought 
to build 104 homes on the North 
Loop Road property where it now 
wishes to move the fitness club. 
When the Planning Board denied 
the request, the developer explored 
the possibility of giving the city the 
North Loop property in exchange 
for cash and the Mif Albright Golf 
Course. The City Council voted the 
latter proposal down amid loud 
protests from golfers and Harbor 
Bay Isle residents.

Some of those same residents 
have already geared up to oppose 
the developer’s new proposal, say-
ing they don’t want the club to 
move. They are fearful the homes 
will generate more peak-hour traf-
fic than the club does. They say 
that this would impact the safety 
of pedestrians, bicyclists and stu-
dents at Amelia Earhart Elementary 
School, which is down the street 
from the club. Already, three of 
Harbor Bay Isle’s 20 homeowners 
associations have declared their 
opposition to the proposal.

“We don’t think it makes sense 
to put 80 homes at the end of 
Packet Landing (Road),” said Tim 
Coffey, a Centre Court resident who 
said his opposition to the devel-

oper’s proposal has more than 600 
supporters. He also said the club’s 
location was a selling point for 
residents who bought in his neigh-
borhood, which has its own special 
gate to access it.

Hoppen said he’d let the devel-
oper’s applications speak for them-
selves, and that the public will 
have several chances to offer their 
views on the project to city leaders. 
He said the environmental review 
will include a traffic study con-
ducted by a third party firm hired 
by the city, and not his company. A 
prior study offered by the develop-
er for the Mif Albright Golf Course 
swap proposal said new homes 
there would have increased traffic 
by one percent, though opponents 
disputed whether the number was 
accurate.

“We have to demonstrate the 
impacts, and the non-significance 
of these impacts,” Hoppen said. 
“We have a team of professionals, 
and the city does, to work on this.”

The developer’s representatives 
also said that whatever happens, 
they aren’t under any obligation 
to maintain the club at its existing 
location.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

Sun Staff Reports
City Presents Alameda Point 

Draft EIR 
The city’s 1,000-page draft envi-

ronmental impact report (EIR) for 
Alameda Point is available for its 
45-day public review and comment. 
The period started yesterday and 
ends Monday, Oct. 21. 

“The document provides an 
evaluation of the potential envi-
ronmental impacts that may be 
expected as the result of the rede-
velopment and reuse of Alameda 
Point, consistent with the city’s 
General Plan and Reuse Plan,” the 
city stated in a press release.

The document is available, in 
chapters  on the City’s website and  
hard copies are available at the City 
Clerk’s office in City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave.; the Main Library, 1550 
Oak St.; Bay Farm Island Library, 
3221 Mecartney Road; the West 
End Library, 788 Santa Clara Ave.; 
Mastick Senior Center 1155 Santa 
Clara Ave.; the Golf Course Club 
House, One Clubhouse Memorial 
Road; the Alameda Chamber of 
Commerce Office, 2210 South Shore 

Center, Suite D (near Starbucks); 
Alameda Point Collaborative, 677 
W. Ranger Ave.; City Hall West, 950 
West Mall Square; and the College 
of Alameda Library Reserve Desk.

The entire draft EIR can be pur-
chased for $45 at Alameda Printing 
Services, 2408 Lincoln Ave. 

County Has Vacancy
The Alameda County Source 

Reduction and Recycling Board has 
a vacancy for a solid-waste indus-
try representative.” The appointee 
must live in Alameda County. Term 
of the appointment is two-years. 
Board members are eligible for 
re-appointment to one additional 
two-year term. The board admin-
isters the voter-approved Waste 
Reduction and Recycling Initiative

Interested parties should sub-
mit resumes and cover letters stat-
ing qualifications to: Kevin Jenkins, 
1221 Oak St., Suite 536, Oakland, CA 
94612; fax, 271-5151; email, Kevin.
jenkins@acgov.org with the subject 
line “Recycling Board Vacancy.” 
The deadline is 5 p.m., Friday, Oct. 
11. Call Jenkins at 268-5376 with 
questions.  

Harbor Bay Developer 
Unveils Plans for Club
Latest information focusses on new athletic club facility

“We have to 
demonstrate the 
impacts, and the 
non-significance of 
these impacts.” 

— C. Timothy Hoppen,
Harbor Bay Isle Associates 

General Partner

News in Brief

Courtesy photo

An Alameda Sun investigation has uncovered numerous 
boats docked at marinas along the Oakland Estuary 
whose registrations have expired as far back as 1999. 
Boats with expired registrations far outnumber the 24 
vessels the state recently threatened with eviction.

Unregistered Boats to be 
Towed at End of Month

Ekene Ikeme
The California Department of 

Resources, Recycling and Recovery 
(CalRecycle), along with the 
California State Lands Commission 
(CLC), began the much-anticipated 
Oakland Estuary Enhancement by 
placing notice of trespassing flyers 
on numerous vessels in the estuary 
last Tuesday, Aug. 27. The notices 
say each vessel owner is trespass-
ing on California state land and 
has up to 30 days to remove their 
boats or the commission can legal-
ly impound them. The CLC claims 
they have the right to remove these 
vessels under California Pursuit 
Resource Codes (PRC) 6302.1, 
6302.3 and 6224.4. 

“These codes are very vague to 
me,” said a female boat owner who 
is anchored out near Jack London 
Aquatic Center at Estuary Park in 
Oakland without a permit. “I think 
they should enforce clearer laws. I 
want to know what laws I am actu-
ally violating.”

PRC 6302.1-part b states, “The 
commission may take immediate 
action, without notice, to remove 
from areas under its jurisdiction a 
vessel that is left unattended and 
is moored, docked, beached, or 
made fast to land in a position as 
to obstruct the normal movement 
of traffic or in a condition as to 
create a hazard to navigation other 
vessels.”

The woman claims her boat is 
docked on non-navigable waters 
because of the low bridges nearby. 

“The codes also address ves-
sels that pose a threat to public 
health and safety, but we’re no 
threat to anybody,” said the woman 
who asked to remain anonymous. 
“I’m only here because I’m hav-
ing engine trouble. I’m a boater in 
transit.”

PRC 6302.1 article 2 states, “The 
commission may take immediate 
action, without notice, to remove 
from areas under its jurisdiction 
a vessel that poses a significant 
threat to the public health, safety, 
or welfare or to sensitive habitat, 
wildlife, or water quality, or that 
constitutes a public nuisance.”

Many of the illegal anchor-outs 
believe they are being treated 

unreasonably because marina offi-
cials have preconceived stereo-
types of who they are and what 
they do. 

“Those so called ‘anchor-outs’ 
Brock de Lappe (Alameda Marina 
Harbormaster) is talking about are 
the junkies and thieves that cur-
rently have boats in the estuary,” 
stated an anchor-out. “There actu-
ally are a few people that live on, 
sail, fish and whatnot because it is 
their way of life. De Lappe wants 
to flex his muscles because some 
people who are living on a boat 
don’t fit into his social circle.” De 
Lappe has been involved with get-
ting the estuary project underway.

But a violation these anchor-
outs are committing is 6302.1-part 
b, which states, “The commission 
may remove from areas under its 
jurisdiction a vessel that has been 
placed on state lands without its 
permission.” 

A male boat owner who is also 
anchored out near the aquatic cen-
ter said he is not worried so much 
about himself, but the other live-
a-boards.

“My only question is if they take 
our boats away, what programs do 
they have in place to help these 
people find places to live,” said a 
male boat owner who wanted to 
remain anonymous. “A lot of these 
people have been living on boats 
for a majority of their lives and they 
might not be accustomed to living 
on the street. So if you put them 
on the street and they can’t adapt, 
what happens then?”

The male also wondered where 
the boats would go and what would  
happen to everyone’s belongings. It 
has been reported that CalRecycle 
has found a place to store any con-
fiscated vessels.

The National Fish & Wildlife 
Federation and CalRecycle are 
funding the project, which is 
designed to remove debris, rotting 
piers and abandoned and illegally 
anchored vessels from the estuary 
that runs from Oakland Middle 
and Inner harbors south to the San 
Leandro Bay and to the Bay Farm 
Island Bridge.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.


