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Dennis Evanosky
On Wednesday, Aug. 27, jurors 

found Charles Kimbrough, 32, guilty 
of the April 20, 2011, first-degree mur-
der of Adrian Falcon Sapp, 32, at 
the Summer House Apartments, 1826 
Poggi St. The jury deliberated for just 
two hours. 

According to Alameda County 
Deputy District Attorney Patrick 
Moriarty, who prosecuted the 
case, Kimbrough played a key 
role in a plot to rob Sapp. The 
scheme, which centered on the 
purchase of marijuana from Sapp, 
also involved a pair of 25-year-old 
men, Christopher Donaldson and 
Richard Ezell. (“Murder Cases Move 
Forward,” Aug. 21).

Court papers state that Donaldson 
contacted Sapp on Craigslist and 
arranged to meet him to purportedly  
buy marijuana. Instead, Donaldson 
sent Kimbrough and Ezell to the 
Summer House to rob Sapp. 

Court papers also state that Sapp 
arrived at the Summer House with a 
duffel-bag with $1,550 worth of mari-
juana. When Ezell and Kimbrough 
attempted to rob him, Sapp fought 
back and Ezell shot and killed him.

Donaldson was convicted of first-
degree murder on June 11. On Aug. 
15 Alameda County Superior Court 
Judge Jon Rolefson handed down the 
maximum sentence: 32 years to life in 
state prison.

Bound by a plea agreement, Ezell 
testified against both Donaldson 
and Kimbrough. Both Ezell and 
Kimbrough originally pled guilty to 
second-degree murder. The Alameda 
County District Attorney’s Office 
(DA) offered the men sentences of 
15 years to life in return for their tes-
timony against Donaldson. Initially 
Kimbrough agreed to testify. When 
he later refused, the DA revoked his 
agreement and charged him with 
first-degree murder.

Although Kimbrough did not 
shoot Ezell, the DA was able to charge 
him with murder because he had par-
ticipated in a felony that caused the 
death of another human being. 

Kimbrough’s lawyer, James Giller, 
told members of the jury that they 
should acquit his client because Sapp 
had a loaded weapon and was plan-
ning to rob Kimbrough and Ezell.

Instead of the 15 years to life 
in the original plea agreement, 

Jurors Find Accused Summer 
House Murderer ‘Guilty’

Sun Staff Reports

Girls Inc. Celebrates 50 years
Girls Inc. of the Island City will 

celebrate its 50th Anniversary with 
a gala at Faz Restaurant and Bar, 
1111 Broadway in Oakland from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 11. 
Tickets cost $75.

Guests will enjoy a formal wine 
reception with an abundance of 
hor d’oeuvres catered by Faz. Jim 
Franz and Jan Nichols will provide 
the entertainment.  

Guests will be able to bid on 
silent and live auction packages 
that include a seven-night stay 
in Australia, a weekend stay at 
Disneyland, gift certificates to local 
businesses, and much more!

Girls Inc. of the Island City 
is also hosting a raffle for the 
chance to win a seven-night stay in 
Kauai, Hawaii plus airfare for two. 
Accommodations for the seven-
night stay at the Wyndham Kauai 
Beach Villas must be used June 20 
to 27, 2015.

The drawing will be at the gala, 
but you do not need to be present 
to win.  Tickets are $25. Tickets 
for the gala and the raffle can be 
purchased in advance at www.girls
incislandcity.org or by calling 521-
1743, Ext. 225. 

Russo Presents 
‘State of the City’

City Manager John Russo will 
discuss the latest developments 
at Alameda Point and City Hall at 
the League of Women Voters of 
Alameda’s (LWVA’s) free public 

forum “The State of the City.” 
The event will take place from 
7 to 8:30 p.m., next Thursday, 
Sept. 11, at Cardinal Point, 2431 
Mariner Square Drive. 

Russo will review progress at 
Alameda Landing and Alameda 
Point, discuss the City Council’s 
recent rezoning of Neptune 
Pointe, as well as the improving 
city budget outlook. He will also 
address funding retiree pensions 
and benefits, sales-tax leakage, 
traffic congestion, finding devel-
opment partners and dealing 
with sea level rise.

A time for questions and a 
discussion will follow Russo’s 
presentation.

Neptune Beach Community 
Celebration this Weekend
Now in its third year, the 

Neptune Beach Community 
Celebration (NBCC) will be held 
along Webster Street between 
Central and Pacific avenues both 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 6 and 
7, Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. NBCC commemo-
rates the existence of Neptune 
Beach, an amusement park once 
accessed via its distinctive 
entrance at Central Avenue and 
Webster Street.

The event features live music 
on two stages, cold beer and wine 
as well as rides including a giant 
slide and Ferris Wheel for the kids. 
The NBCC also features hot food, 
vintage cars and arts and crafts 
booths. 

Join Dennis Evanosky and Eric 
J. Kos, Alameda Sun publishers 
and local historians for a tour of 
the former grounds of Neptune 
Beach on Sunday at 11 a.m. The 
tour starts at the intersection of 
Webster Street and Taylor Avenue 
by the Golden Bridge Beverages 
advertisement. 

Be aware of new traffic patterns 
as access to Webster Street will be 
limited this weekend. 

AHS Class of 1984 
Prepares 30th Reunion

Alameda High School’s Class 
of 1984 has announced it will be 
reliving the days of Van Halen, 
Night Ranger and Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High with pre-reunion 
“shenanigans” prior to its upcom-
ing 30th Reunion on the weekend 
beginning Friday, Sept. 19. 

All classes from Alameda High’s 
1984 era are invited to join the 
shenanigans at the 1400 Bar & Grill 
(1400 Webster St.) starting at 8 p.m. 
on Sept. 19. 

The official Open House 
Reunion for all classes kicks off 
Saturday, Sept. 20, from 6 p.m. to 
midnight at the Aeolian Yacht Club, 
980 Fernside Blvd. 

Entertainment will be provided 
by AHS alumnus D.J. Alex Mejia. 
A Santa Maria-style grill and cash 
bar will be available. Cost is $40 
prepaid and $50 at the door. 

For more information, contact 
Gina Mariani at 459-0242 or gina-
mariani@aol.com; Brian Blewer at 
bblewer1@comcast.net; or Kirstin 
Lockwood at 530-559-5963.

News in Brief

Former Bank Reopens 
as Speakeasy Lounge

Photo by Kevin Francis Barrett

A view from the second story balcony inside Capone’s shows the former bank vault 
behind the bar at right. The building once housed the First National Bank of Alameda.

Owner drawn up on charges as ‘mega-bar’ held grand 
opening that included owner fighting with police officers

Ekene Ikeme
The grand opening of Capone’s 

Speakeasy featured everything 
from cocktails, 1920s-style décor, 
a DJ and the arrest of the bar’s 
owner. 

Capone’s opened last Saturday, 
Aug. 30, to much fanfare; however, 
the mood of the night changed 
when Alameda police officers 
arrested the establishment’s owner, 
Mark James Strachen. The arrest 
occurred at 9:09 p.m., according to 
police reports.  

An Alameda police officer was 
dispatched to the 1400 block of 

Park Street, but it had nothing to do 
with Capone’s. 

“The call was unrelated to 
Capone’s,” said Alameda Police Lt. 
Jill Ottaviano. “The call was regard-
ing a missing juvenile across the 
street from Capone’s.” 

While the officer was handling 
the missing person case, an inebri-
ated Strachen approached him. 

“When the officer got there, 
the suspect (Strachen) grabbed 
the officer’s arm,” said Ottaviano. 
“The officer did find the missing 
juvenile.”

Ottaviano said she did not know 

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Candidates for four open 
Alameda Health Care District Board 
seats offer a range of policy and 
practical health care experience —
and a universal desire to continue 
providing care right here on the 
Island. Four people — incumbents 
Lynn Bratchett, Robert Deutsch and 
Tracy Jensen, along with newcomer 
Jim Meyers — are running for three 
open, four-year terms on the board. 
Newly appointed board member 
Kathryn Sáenz Duke is vying solo for 
a two-year term, so her name won’t 
appear on the ballot. 

With its recent affiliation deal 
placing management of Alameda 
Hospital to the leadership of 
Alameda Health System, the local 
board’s chief responsibilities are 
to ensure the countywide health 
system keeps promises to leave the 
hospital’s emergency room open 
and complete near-term seismic 
upgrades. They also must ensure 
the roughly $6 million in parcel 
taxes Alameda’s property owners 
pay stay right here on the Island. 

Lynn Bratchett
Bratchett was appointed to serve 

on the board in July 2013, besting 
five other candidates for his seat. 
A registered nurse and manager 
with three decades of health care 
experience with a master’s degree 
in business administration. He now 
works as a real estate broker, busi-
ness owner and an instructional 
leader at Merritt College. He voted 
in favor of the proposal to affiliate 
with Alameda Health System, which 
was announced just before he joined 
the board.

Bratchett reaffirmed his support 
for keeping Alameda Hospital open 
despite the fact that many Island 
residents get their primary health 
care elsewhere.

He said the board’s chief duty 
in the wake of its affiliation with 
the countywide health system is to 
monitor its use to ensure Alamedans 
continue to get the health care they 
need on Island. Expanding com-
munity outreach is another priority. 
Bratchett said other services the 
health care district could consider 
providing include additional ser-
vices for aging Alamedans.

One challenge the board will 
face, he said, is figuring out how 
to help younger people pay for 
increasingly costly care.

Robert Deutsch
Deutsch, a physician with offices 

in the hospital, has been on the board 
since 2008. He voted in favor of the 
affiliation deal with Alameda Health 
System and has been a staunch advo-
cate for keeping the hospital’s doors 
open. Deutsch did not respond to 
The Alamedan’s questions about the 

role of board members in the wake of 
the affiliation deal and the future of 
the hospital.

Kathryn Sáenz Duke
Duke, who was appointed to the 

board in July, is running unopposed 
for the remaining two years of her 
term. Her name won’t appear on the 
November ballot.

Her resume includes experi-
ence as a litigator, researcher and 
nonprofit director; she is currently 
working part-time as an indepen-
dent consultant. Her three decades 
of experience in medical care and 
public health policy work include 
eight years as the director of 
Medicine for People in Need, or 
Medpin, a nonprofit that helped 
uninsured Californians obtain medi-
cines; and service as the princi-
pal consultant to the state Senate 
Select Committee on AIDS at the 
height of the AIDS crisis.

She holds undergraduate 
degrees from the University of Texas 
and both a master’s degree in pub-
lic health and a law degree from the 
University at California, Berkeley. 
Duke is also a member of the 
Alameda Point Collaborative board 
and the board for the California 
Public Health Association-North.

Tracy Jensen
Tracy Jensen was selected to 

join the health care district board in 
February 2013, applying for a seat in 
her third attempt to join the board. 
Prior to joining this board, she spent 
eight years as a school district trust-
ee on Alameda’s Board of Education.
In addition to being on the district 
board, she sits on the Alameda 
Health System board of trustees.

Jensen, who has two decades’ 
worth of health care experience, has 
been Oakland’s senior services admin-
istrator since 2000. Earlier in her 
career she helped draft health care 
regulations for the state of Maryland 
and she was picked to implement a 
new Healthy Families program in the 
office of then-Vice President Al Gore. 
In addition to serving on the health 
district board, she has held leader-
ship roles with the Alameda County 
Community Food Bank, the Alameda 
Soccer Club and the League of Women 
Voters of Alameda.

Jensen, who voted in favor of 
affiliating with Alameda Health 
System, said safety of employees 
and patients is her top priority.

Other priorities include moving 
forward with the district’s partner-
ship with the countywide health 
system — which she believes could 
help Alamedans newly covered 
under the Affordable Care Act get 
services right here at home — and 
reaching out to residents to find out 
what additional services they might 
want to see here.

Jim Meyers
Jim Meyers is the sole challeng-

er in this year’s health care dis-
trict board race. Meyers is a former 
health system administrator and 
faculty member who now works as 
a health care consultant. He sits on 
the Alameda County Public Health 
Commission. He said the board 
needs to insist on funding for direct 
care through Alameda Hospital and 
to support additional health and 
well-being priorities citywide.

Meyers, a retired Air Force colo-
nel, has worked as the director of 
Tricare in Northern California, which 
provided civilian health benefits for 
military personnel and their families. 
He was also a faculty member at 
the University of California, Berkeley, 
Baylor and Trinity universities. He 
has served on boards of a local 
YMCA and Ronald McDonald House. 
He holds a doctorate in public health 
from Cal and a masters degree in 
health administration.

A cancer survivor, Meyers said he 
wants the hospital and health district 
to work toward community wellbe-
ing, as opposed to simply eradicat-
ing illness. Rather than contracting 
in the wake of its affiliation with 
Alameda Health System, he said the 
district’s mission should expand to 
include partnering with the county-
wide system to provide equitable and 
sustainable direct care services and 
partnering with residents, communi-
ty organizations and city government 
to pursue community well-being.

If elected, he said his top pri-
orities would be building stronger 
ties to the community and partner-
ships between the staffs of Alameda 
Hospital and Alameda Health System, 
building a sustainable business.

Read more on this story and other 
Alameda news at http://webh.it/
alamedasun.

Election 2014
Health Care District Board candidates

why Strachen, 50, grabbed the offi-
cer’s arm, but did say he was very 
intoxicated. 

“He caused a disturbance,” said 
Ottaviano. “He almost got hit by 
a vehicle when he ran across the 
street.”

The officer called for backup so 
he could deal with both Strachen 
and the initial report of the missing 
juvenile. When the officer finished 
with the missing juvenile case, both 
officers tried to locate and arrest 
Strachen. When the officers went to 
arrest Strachen for public intoxica-
tion, he resisted.

“During the arrest there was 
a struggle,” Ottaviano said. “The 
suspect and the officers somehow 
fell to the ground. At this time one 
of the officers said the suspect 
tried to bite him on the leg.”

The officers eventually were 
able to arrest Strachen. He was 
taken to Santa Rita Jail in Dublin 
and booked on four charges includ-
ing battery on an officer, obstruc-
tion and public intoxication. His 
bail was set at $12,500. He was also 
charged with a probation violation. 
Strachen was arrested in 2008 with 
an assortment of charges including 
one for damage to power or phone 
lines, according to police reports. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Kimbrough now faces 25 years to 
life behind bars. Alameda County 
Superior Court Judge Allan Hymer 
is scheduled to pass sentence on 
Oct. 31. 

Kimbrough awaits sentencing at 
the Glenn Dyer Jail in Oakland. Ezell 
is also housed there. He is await-
ing formal sentencing scheduled for 
Sept. 26. Donaldson is sitting at Santa 
Rita Jail in Dublin, awaiting transfer 
to state prison. 

Reach Dennis Evanosky at 
editor@alamedasun.com. 


