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School’s In

Fall sports get underway at
local schools.
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Some of the happenings
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irst-grade teacher
Judith Lynch puts her
students through an
imaginary car wash at
Otis Elementary School,
above. Lynch likes to have
her students’ minds recently cleaned out prior to
starting a new year of curriculum. A group of juniors
get together for lunch on
the first day of school
at Saint Joseph Notre
Dame High School, right.
Alameda students have all
returned to school.
St. Joseph Notre Dame
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Museum presents on one of
the oldest buildings in town.
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Ekene Ikeme
Home sellers and Realtors are
starting to feel the benefits of the
recent recovery of the housing market in the Bay Area.
Default payments on high-interest home loans led to a rise in home
foreclosures toward the latter part
of the last decade. As a result, banks
bought back foreclosed homes and
held on to them and with the recession, homes were sold for less than
the asking price.
Today, the Bay Area, much like
the rest of the country, has begun
to show signs of an upswing in the
housing market, making it easier for
home sellers to get better value for
their old homes.
According to a Wall Street Journal article (“The Bay Area Housing
Recovery is Spreading,” Aug. 15),
the median price of a single-family
home rose in 61 percent of Bay Area
communities in the second quarter
of this year compared to the same
quarter a year earlier, according to
research firm DataQuick.
A DataQuick regional map
shows cities that saw the highest
increase in the second quarter
— April to June — were Oakland
at 28.8 percent, Richmond at 22.9
percent and Palo Alto at 14 percent.
(These figures are based off resold
home sales and not newly built
home sales.)
DataQuick analyst Andrew LePage cites the slowing stream of
foreclosures and the dearth in supply as reasons home prices have
increased. However, on the same
map, DataQuick shows median
house prices in Alameda declining
by 9.2 percent.
Realtors in Alameda do not
agree.

‘I don’t know
where they got
their figures from,
but it’s not true.’
— Karen Miller
“I don’t know where they got
their figures from, but it’s not true,”
said Karen Miller, real estate agent
for Harbor Bay Realty. Miller said median housing prices in Alameda have
jumped this year compared to last.
“It’s definitely a seller’s market,”
said Miller, who has been a Realtor since 2003. “Alameda has seen
a month-by-month increase of 1.4
percent and the second quarter
saw a 3.7 percent increase.”
Miller, who has lived in Alameda
for more than 25 years, also said Alameda has seen a two percent increase in home price figures in the
past year. Miller said she got her data
from zillow.com, an online real estate
marketplace that provides information on every aspect of real estate.
Mark Wyman, owner and real estate broker of Bayside Real Estate
in Alameda, agrees with Miller.
“The housing market in Alameda is starting to go back to the way
it was in 2004, 2005,” said Wyman,
who has been a broker since 1989.
“People are paying way over the
asking price. We have 24 offers on
a house right now.”
Wyman agrees that the housing supply in Alameda has caused
house pricing to go up, but also
said with better interest rates it is
a good time to buy a home.
“It’s not just a seller’s market, it’s
also a buyer’s market,” said Wyman.
Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Maintenance Mounting, Funds Lacking
Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Robby Lyng and his crew do
their best to maintain the 88-yearold lockers at Historic Alameda
High School.
“We repair them. But they’re so
old, it’s hard to get replacement
parts,” said Lyng, Alameda Unified
School District’s (AUSD) maintenance, operations and facilities
chief, as he and another district official took a reporter on a tour of the
school.
A thick, caulk-sealed “expansion joint” along the back of the
historic campus serves as a line of
demarcation between the center
portion, which is earthquake-safe,
and the eastern portion of the campus, which isn’t. The West Wing at
Central Avenue and Walnut Street,
built in 1957, has also been deemed
earthquake-safe, as has the school’s
academic building, which houses
most of its classes.
Only one of the three massive
boilers that provide heat and hot
water for the campus is still working, and district officials believe
that some of the windows along
the back of the building, if opened,
would fall out.
“There probably isn’t a window
on the back side (of the building)

Alameda
Woman
Murdered
Sun Staff Reports
Shanika Latham, 20, of Alameda
was shot and killed about 12:30 a.m.,
Friday, Aug. 24. Latham and her 25year-old boyfriend, whom police
have not identified, were riding in a
car in the 900 block of 48th Avenue
in East Oakland when the shooting
took place, Oakland Police Department (OPD) said.
The boyfriend was wounded
in the shooting; he is expected to
survive, police said. He was able to
drive to the hospital, where Latham
was pronounced dead. His name
was not released.
Police have not uncovered a motive; no arrests have been made.
OPD and Crime Stoppers of Oakland are offering up to a $15,000 reward for information leading to an
arrest in the fatal shooting. Anyone
with information is asked to call the
OPD at 238-3821 or Crime Stoppers
at 777-8572 or 777-3211.

that doesn’t need replacement,”
Robert Shemwell, AUSD’s chief
business officer said.
A facilities study commissioned
by the district and released in June
estimated that Alameda High School
needs nearly $20 million worth of
upgrades and fixes, above and beyond the $887,000 plus contingencies the school district is already
paying for temporary retrofit work

that includes more than a half million dollars for structural upgrades,
nearly $123,000 for a stair protection
structure and repairs to stairs and
a $211,300, eight-foot fence which
district officials said is intended to
protect students and passers-by in
the event of an earthquake.
All told, the district’s schools
need an estimated $92 million
worth of work.

Johnson Drops Out
Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

oral term Johnson earned plaudits
from residents, and criticism from
unions, for seeking fixes for the
city’s employee pension and benefit
costs, which grew dramatically as
the economy collapsed.
Johnson’s exit from the council
race ends speculation about her
run and provides a fresh opening
for the remaining six candidates,
who faced the uphill battle of winning the same voter recognition a
long incumbency on the city council
provides.

This fall, the district’s school
board will begin to discuss which of
the dozens of fixes needs listed in
the facilities report to be addressed
first and where the money to pay for
those fixes will come from, a discussion for which the fence at Historic
Alameda High has provided a stark
visual. A key discussion point will
be whether to keep using — and
maintaining — all the district’s
existing facilities, or to build new
ones, a decision that could mean
fewer and bigger schools.
The school board could decide
to ask voters to approve a bond,
something the board has done several times over the years to help address the district’s facilities needs.
But even if they were successful
in winning voter approval of bond
funding, finding land where new
schools could be placed is an additional challenge they will face.
The district’s schools are dotted
with add-ons, portables and modular
buildings added over the years to address outsize enrollment, and many
were built on campuses that are
much smaller than recommended
— without facilities needed for computers and other modern-day uses.

“It’s absolutely fair and correct
to say that these facilities were not
designed to be utilized as we’re utilizing today,” Shemwell said.
One case in point: Woodstock Education Center, a former elementary
school, now houses the Bay Area
School of Enterprise charter, a preschool and Alameda’s adult school.
In addition to flooring, doors and
roofing, the $6 million list of fixes includes replacing modular classrooms
there with permanent ones. The 62year-old campus’s soil is subsiding,
and in addition to extensive grading
and repaving fixes, the report’s authors recommended that a geotechnical study be commissioned to further examine the problem.
“Given the current enrollment of
this campus for all (three) programs
at approximately 300 students, the
district must decide the cost effectiveness of improving and maintaining this facility for its long term
needs,” the report’s authors wrote.
“We constantly felt like firemen,
putting out fires. We never knew
when the next crisis would pop up,”
Shemwell said.
Read more at www.thealemedan.
org.

City councilwoman Beverly
Johnson officially announced
Tuesday that she’s ending her bid
for a fresh term on the council. Her
announcement follows an 18-year
career in local politics marked by
a bevy of fresh development and
revitalization of the downtown
core.
In an exclusive interview with
The Alamedan, Johnson, 53, said
that she’s quitting the race in order
to focus on a new state leadership
Read more at www.thealamedan.
post that will likely see her spend- org.
ing a lot of her time in Sacramento.
The attorney, a fourth-generation
Alamedan and mother of two grown
children, said she thinks that voters have some good candidates
to choose from when they select
new councilmembers in November
— though she’s not endorsing anyone yet.
“I’ve taken a look at the people
who are running, and I think there
are some really good candidates,”
she said.
Johnson began her local political career in 1995, when then-Mayor
Ralph Appezzato appointed her to
the Planning Board. She joined the
city council in 1998 and became
mayor in 2002, serving for two terms
before losing a bid to join Alameda
County’s Board of Supervisors but
winning the unexpired portion of
Mayor Marie Gilmore’s council term
when Gilmore won the 2010 mayoral race.
During Johnson’s tenure as
mayor, the city developed the Bayport housing project and undertook
Jack Boeger/www.AlamedaWaterfront.com
a dramatic revitalization of Park
Street, approving a controversial,
but now well-loved, renovation of
the Alameda Theatre & Cineplex
and the construction of a downtown
rtemis and Oracle competed in the first match race in last week’s America’s Cup World Series on San Franparking garage. The South Shore
cisco Bay. “Oracle won, but not by much,” said Jack Boeger in his Maritime Report for The Alamedan. “We
Center was also revitalized and the
saw a lot of great action, especially this match race.” Boeger also witnessed a spectacular capsize by New
new Bridgeside shopping center
Zealand’s Emirates team and was impressed by the newest team sponsored by J.P. Morgan and skippered by Ben
built under her watch.
Toward the end of her may- Ainslie, who just won his fourth Olympic gold medal in sailing.
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