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New School Year 
Brings Big Changes

News in Brief
Jack Capon Villa 
opens waiting list

The city’s Housing Authority 
has opened a waiting list for Jack 
Capon Villa, an 18-unit affordable 
housing complex for individuals 
with disabilities. The villa is cur-
rently under construction at 2216 
Lincoln Ave. Pre-applications for 
the waiting list for the one- and 
two-bedroom units are currently 
available at the Housing Authority’s 
office, 701 Atlantic Ave. The office 
is open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday to Friday.

Pre-applications are also avail-
able on the Housing Authority’s 
website at www.alamedahsg.org; 
on Satellite Affordable Housing 
Associate’s website at www.saha-
homes.org; or by calling 747- 4300.  

To be eligible, the head of 
household or spouse/co-head 
must be a person with a disability, 
and the household income cannot 
exceed $31,250 for one person and 
$35,750 for a two-person family.  

Pre-applications received by 5 
p.m. on Sept. 6, will be placed 
on the list in random order. The 
list may close at any time after 
Sept. 6. If the waiting list remains 
open after Sept. 6 all pre-applica-
tions will be ordered by preference 
points, and date and time received.     

Daysog offers office hours 
City Councilman Tony Daysog 

will hold office hours this evening, 
Thursday, Aug. 29, from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. at the Blue Danube Coffee 
House, 1333 Park St. He will also be 
available from this Saturday, Aug. 
31, 9:30 to 11 a.m., at the Alameda 
Farmers’ Market at Haight Avenue 
and Webster Street. Call Daysog at 
747-4726 or email him at tdaysog@
alamedaca.gov.

AUSD seeks committee 
members

The Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) is accepting appli-

cations for the 2013-14 Measure A 
Oversight Committee, which will 
begin meeting in January 2014. 

The 11-member committee 
meets three to six times, for two 
to three hours at a time, between 
January and December. The com-
mittee reviews the district’s com-
pliance with the terms of Measure 
A and presents a report to the 
Board of Education in December.

Forms are available at the dis-
trict office, 2060 Challenger Drive, 
or by calling 337-7187. AUSD must 
receive completed applications by 
5 p.m., Friday, Sept. 20. The dis-
trict will announce appointments 
on Oct. 9. 

Planning Board approves 
gateway designs

At last Monday’s meeting the 
Planning Board approved the 
designs for the In-N-Out Burger, 
Safeway’s gas station and a Chase 
Bank branch at the Alameda 
Landing gateway at Willie Stargell 
Avenue and Webster Street. Despite 
Safeway’s promise not to sell single 
cans of beer and to stop sales at 10 
p.m., the board gave thumbs-down 
to Safeway’s request to sell liquor 
at the gas station. 

The gas station design will 
echo the Art Deco architecture of 
the nearby Posey Tube. A clas-
sical brick building that reflects 
the Union Iron Works Powerhouse 
across Webster Street will house 
the bank. The In-N-Out’s build-
ing will recall California’s Mission 
Revival style and include a 42-foot 
bell tower. 

The tower prompted concerns 
from one board member regarding 
the fact that it might interfere with 
local airplane traffic.

APD reminds drivers of back-
to-school rules of the road
The Alameda Police Department 

(APD) is offering parents who drive 
their children to school some 

reminders and grace period that 
will end tomorrow. 

In a press release APD points 
out that parents should use “white 
zones” to drop off and pick up 
their students only. Double parking 
when dropping off a student can be 
expensive; the citation is $60. 

Parents whose children attend 
Bay Farm Elementary School should 
look for new “No Stopping Anytime” 
signs on Aughinbaugh Way. “Using 
this location to drop off students 
or to wait for them in the after-
noon could result in a $65 citation,” 
APD states.” Use the designated 
drive-through area of the school to 
deliver and pick-up your students.” 

APD also reminds parents of stu-
dents at Haight Elementary School 
not to park in the “white zones” on 
Santa Clara and Lincoln avenues. 
“These areas are designed for imme-
diate drop-off only,” APD states in 
its release. “If you need to escort 
your child onto the school grounds, 
find a designated parking space.”

Starting the first week of 
September, police officers and 
parking technicians will be issuing 
citations. 

Bay Bridge closed
According to the schedule 

announced before press time, the 
San Francisco/Oakland Bay Bridge 
will be closed until 5 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 3. 

In response, AC Transit’s 
Transbay lines between Alameda 
and San Francisco (O, OX and W) 
will run instead to West Oakland 
BART, and for just $2.90 one-way 
fare. BART will run longer trains on 
a 24 hour basis serving 14 stations. 
At ferry stops, Alameda police will 
relax parking enforcement except 
for flagrant violations such as the 
blocking driveways, sidewalks, 
handicap parking, or fire hydrants.

Additional information can be 
found at www.511.org, bart.org, 
actransit.org or watertransit.org.

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Alameda Unified School District 
students started classes on Monday 
and were welcomed by new schools 
and principals, millions of dollars 
in facilities upgrades — and a new 
lunch menu. There are even big-
ger changes to come, as the state 
implements a new school-funding 
scheme and districts put new cur-
riculum standards in place.

This year, new principals will 
head all the district’s four high 
schools and both its traditional 
middle schools — Lincoln and 
Wood.

Middle school families will be 
partaking in a pair of new schooling 
options — the new Junior Jets mid-
dle school at Encinal High School 
and new seventh-grade classes 
at Bay Farm Elementary School. 
Dozens of families with children 
turning five this fall and beyond 
will attend transitional kindergarten 
classes at Amelia Earhart, Henry 
Haight, Paden and Maya Lin elemen-
tary schools.

The district added fresh paint, 
roofing, floors and more at its 
schools this summer. It spent $6.5 
million on summer fix-it projects 
according to an AUSD presentation 
to the school board on Tuesday.

One other potentially major 
upgrade students will saw when 
they went back to school: a new 
lunch menu. The district says the 
new menu is healthier and one that 
offers more choices, including spe-
cial-order vegan entrees.

“Our focus is on creating a 
healthier school nutrition environ-
ment,” the district’s website says.

But some of the biggest changes 
schools here and across the state 
will see are in the works this year. 
Like school districts statewide, 
Alameda Unified is receiving a per-
student funding increase for the 
first time in years. The district will 
face new accountability require-
ments for the money.

The district will also be work-
ing to implement the Common 
Core which are national curricu-
lum standards intended to better 
prepare students for college and 
careers. State lawmakers included 
$1.25 billion, or about $200 per 
student, in this year’s budget. This 

should help school districts put 
the new standards in place. District 
officials have two years to put a 
plan in place to spend the money.

Schools leaders are also work-
ing out the details of a proposed 
bond for a November 2014 ballot 
to revamp and perhaps, rebuild, 
some of the district’s aged schools. 

AUSD leaders released a facili-
ties study in June 2012 that showed 
the district’s schools needed $92 
million in fixes. They conducted a 
special series of meetings this past 
spring to help determine the fate of 
the Historic Alameda High School 
campus, much of which remains 
fenced off to address district lead-
ers’ concerns the buildings could 
collapse during a major earthquake.

District staffers are proposing 

Dennis Evanosky

Students gather for the opening of a new school year at 
Otis Elementary School Monday.

a study that outlines the district’s 
future demographic and educa-
tional program needs. They would 
use the study to help guide deci-
sions on what facilities are needed 
and where, similar to studies that 
underpinned prior facilities deci-
sions.

That discussion and more were 
on the agenda at Tuesday’s school 
board meeting. 

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

Dennis Evanosky
The 150-foot, 700-ton tugboat 

Respect has called the bottom of 
the Oakland Estuary home for the 
past six years. The boat will see 
the light of day again thanks to 
the Oakland Estuary Enhancement 
Project. 

On April 9, 2007, vandals struck 
the boat, which lay moored to a 
barge across from Alameda about 
1,100 feet west of the Park Street 
Bridge; she sank the next day. (“Old 
Tug Gets No Respect,” May 10, 
2007). 

The Respect, another tugboat, 
two barges and yet another uniden-
tified vessel all lay tangled together 
at the bottom of the estuary near 
the same spot. 

The Respect began life in 
1945 as the Edward J. Engel. The 
Consolidated Steel Corporation 
in Long Beach built the tug for 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railway Company. The railroad 
named the tug for Engel, who had 
served as its president.  

Barge traffic declined with the 
advent of piggy-back trucks. On 
Sept. 30, 1969, the railroad had 

little use for the Engel and sold it 
to John K. Seaborn. By September 
1975, the vessel was removed 
from documentation because 
the name had been changed to 
Respect without the consent of 
the documentation officer at the 
vessel’s home.

In 2006 Seaborn sold the ves-
sel to Gary Sause of Sause Marine 
Services, Inc. Sause turned around 
an sold the boat to Jeff Barnell, 
who, in turn, soon sold it to Ron 
Cook of British Columbia. Cook 
planned to move the vessel to 
Seattle and restore it.

The vessel lay anchored in 
the Oakland Estuary until vandals 
struck. According to employees of 
a nearby firm, three unidentified 
men set sail aboard a large but 
barely seaworthy kayak on a metal 
scavenging mission. They boarded 
the Respect. Witnesses said that 
the trio emerged, hoisting sacks 
of semi-precious booty. The next 
morning the neglected tug lay at 
the bottom of the estuary.

Now it appears the enhance-
ment project will raise the Respect 
from her watery grave.

Ekene Ikeme
The Oakland Estuary 

Enhancement Project will finally 
be getting underway after months 
of preparation and accumulating 
funds for the project.

The $1.3 million operation will 
be spearheaded by the California 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of Resources, 
R e c y c l i n g 
and Recovery 
(CalRecycle) with 
the help of the 
Oakland Police 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
Alameda Police 
D e p a r t m e n t 
Harbor Partol, the 
California State 
Lands Commission 
and a host of other agencies that 
will contribute to the implementa-
tion of the program whose sole 
purpose is to clear the Oakland 
Estuary of any debris and illegally 
anchored vessels. 

“The project will remove aban-
doned commercial vessels, clean 
up debris and remove the rotting 
piers,” said CalRecycle Public 
Information Officer Mark Oldfield 
in February.

In the request for approval to 
the Waste Permitting, Compliance 
and Mitigation division of 
CalRecycle, Wes Mindermann 
CalRecycle states the program’s 
objectives. “The program address-
es the cleanup of solid waste dis-
posal and codisposal sites where 
the responsible party either can-
not be identified or is unwilling to 
pay for a timely remediation and 
where cleanup is needed to pro-
tect public health and safety or the 
environment,” stated Mindermann. 

The enhancement project will 

target the inlets of the Oakland 
Middle and Inner harbors south to 
the San Leandro Bay and end at the 
Bay Farm Island Bridge. 

Up to 18 sites containing ille-
gal marine debris, 37 sites con-
taining sunken vessels, 20 to 25 
sites containing derelict vessels 

illegally moored 
vessels in the estu-
ary, which include 
recreational as well 
as commercial ves-
sels will be cleaned 
out, according to 
Mindermann. 

A l a m e d a 
Marina and its 
H a r b o r m a s t e r 
Brock de Lappe 
are also involved in 

the cleanup project. He said illegal 
anchor-out vessel owners would 
have up to 30 days to leave or have 
their property taken.

“My understanding from the 
meeting is that the State Lands 
Commission, in conjunction 
with the Oakland and Alameda 
police, will begin posting signs for 
anchored-out vessels Tuesday of 
next week,” wrote de Lappe in an 
email. “Anchor-outs will have 30 
days to move on or else they can 
be legally impounded.”

One of the vessels to be 
removed is the Respect, an old tug 
sunk near the Park Street Bridge.

Matching $650,000 contri-
butions from the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation and 
CalRecycle funded the project. 
The enhancement project is sched-
uled for completion in November 
before Thanksgiving, according to 
de Lappe.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Operation to Clean up 
the Estuary Underway

Raising Respect in Estuary

File photo

The derilict barge Respect sunk near the Park Street 
Bridge will rise from the water as part of the cleanup 
effort along the Oakland Estuary.

“Anchor-outs 
will have 30 
days to move 
on or else they 
can be legally 
impounded.”

— Harbormaster 
Brock de Lappe

Dennis Evanosky

Live-aboard boaters who aren’t renting a boat slip can 
now have their boats legally impounded. 

“Our focus is on 
creating a healthi-
er school nutrition 
environment.” 

—AUSD Website


