Alameda Sun

IT’S VALENTINO DAY!
Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Vol. 11 E No. 47
August 23, 2012

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire
Page 2
Police Blotter
Page 3
All the doings of
Island safety and
law personnel

SPORTS
Fall Preview Page 5
A look at the Alameda High
School fall sports teams.

ISLAND ARTS
Redux Show Page 7
Local artists open their
studios to the public.

ISLAND ARTS
Little Theater Page 12
Young performers bring
Broadway to the Bay.

OPINION
Letters & More Page 6
Concerned Alameda residents
write in on local issues.

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS. . . . 2
LOCAL HAPPENINGS . . 4
SPORTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
OPINION . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
PUZZLES . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
CLASSIFIED . . . . . . . . . 8

Alameda Sun

is a publication of
Stellar Media Group, Inc.
3215J Encinal Ave.
Alameda, CA 94501
News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

For breaking news and
other content, visit
www.
.com

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Alameda Sun
Almanac
Date Rise Set
Today
Aug. 24
Aug. 25
Aug. 26
Aug. 27
Aug. 28
Aug. 29

06:32
06:32
06:33
06:34
06:35
06:36
06:37

19:52
19:51
19:49
19:48
19:46
19:45
19:43

APD
Solves
Cold
Case
Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Police Department
(APD) announced that its officers
arrested an Oakland man on Aug.
16, in connection with a 22-monthold sexual-assault case. The assault
allegedly took place on the 2400
block of Lincoln Avenue.
The Alameda County District
Attorney has charged 37-year-old
Tywan Devon Johnson with false
imprisonment, sexual battery and
rape in connection with the case.
He is being held at the Glenn E.
Dyer Jail in Oakland. According to
records at the jail, Johnson is also
charged under California Penal
Code 288a, lewd acts with a child
under 14 years of age.
He was scheduled to enter a plea
on Tuesday at Oakland’s Wiley Manuel Courthouse. APD collected DNA
evidence in 2010 and submitted that
sample to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Combined DNA Index
System (CODIS).
The case was reopened in May
when the FBI informed APD Johnson’s DNA matched the 2010 sample
from the alleged rape. The victim
identified Johnson as the alleged
perpetrator.
APD arrested Johnson at the
Hayward Hall of Justice when he
appeared to answer charges on an
unrelated robbery charge. He is being held on a $388,000 bond.

Alameda Shows
Strong Signs of
Marine Life
Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Dennis Evanosky

Members of the Alameda Fire Department (AFD) were among the firefighters who
rode their bicycles from Sausalito to Half Moon Bay last Sunday. They were riding to raise money to help fight cancer. AFD firefighters Scott West, Rich Navarro
and Steve Mrak all made the ride. The day held special significance for AFD as
the ride remembered AFD firefighter Scott Carnevale who succumbed to cancer on
Jan. 3, 2011.

Ambulance Service
Makes AFD Special
Part Two
Emily Clinton
Alameda Fire Department (AFD)
Chief Mike D’Orazi sat down with
the Alameda Sun on Tuesday to
respond to the story in last week’s
paper (“AFD Staffing as Compared
to Similar Cities,” Aug. 16).
“When you compare Alameda Fire Department (AFD) to
the fire departments in Redwood
City and Mountain View, there is
one service that Redwood City
and Mountain View don’t offer,”

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports
Drive Sober Effort in Effect
Alameda Police Department
(APD) and statewide law enforcement is ramping up their “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Campaign”
tomorrow to rid the street of alcohol-impaired drivers.
The campaign, which started
on Aug. 17, will now deploy DUI
driver’s license checkpoints,
multi-agency DUI Task Force operations and local roving DUI patrols
throughout city from now until the
end of Labor Day weekend.
In 2010 alone, 791 people died
in California in crashes in which
a driver or motorcycle rider was
at or above the legal alcohol limit.
The age group with the highest percentage of alcohol-impaired driving
fatalities in motor vehicle traffic
crashes was the 21-to-24 age group.
“On average there is one alcohol
impaired driving-related fatality every 51 minutes across America.
But this tragic loss of life can be
reduced if we get impaired drivers off our roadways,” said APD
Sgt. Ron Simmons. “Research has
shown that high-visibility enforcement like the ‘Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over’ campaign reduces alcohol-impaired driving fatalities by
as much as 20 percent. By joining
this statewide effort, we will make
Alameda’s roadways safer for everyone throughout the Labor Day
period.”
According to APD, violators will
face jail time, loss of their driver licenses, or being sentenced to use
ignition interlocks.
This operation is funded by a
grant from the California Office of
Traffic Safety, through the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
If you see a drunk driver, APD
would like you to call 9-1-1.
CG Cutter Seizes
Two Tons of Cocaine
The Alameda-based Cutter
Morgenthau recently seized more
than 4,000 pounds of cocaine from
a go-fast boat and apprehended
four suspects during a counternarcotics patrol in the Eastern
Pacific.
A maritime patrol aircraft flying above international waters
off the coast of Panama spotted a
speeding boat in the early morning hours of July 24.
Suspicious, the aircrew notified the cutter, which was patrolling nearby. As the Morgenthau
neared the area and spotted the

target, it deployed its onboard
helicopter and two small boats to
intercept the speeding boat.
When the helicopter flew above
the speeding boat, the vessel’s
crew began to throw bales of suspected contraband overboard.
Despite being ordered to stop
by the Coast Guard, the go-fast
boat crew continued.
Morgenthau’s embarked helicopter and flight crew from the
Coast Guard’s Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron based
out of Jacksonville, Fla., provided
the unique capability needed to
quickly stop the go-fast boat before it could evade prosecution;
the helicopter disabled the boat
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D’Orazi said. “We run ambulance
services.”
Unlike the departments in the
other two cities, AFD has three ambulance transport units.
D’Orazi points to one similarity. Each of the three cities has 18
firefighters dedicated to fire engines and fire trucks. But neither
Redwood City nor Mountain View
has six firefighters dedicated to the
ambulance service.
“They only have staffing on their
fire engines and fire trucks,” D’Orazi
said. “But that staffing is very similar to AFD.”
D’Orazi said that comparisons
should not include Redwood City
or Mountain View, but should
include Palo Alto and South San
Francisco. The latter two cities
are more similar to Alameda in
terms of size and service because
both have firefighters running ambulance transport services. The
fire departments in Berkeley and
San Ramon Valley could also paint
a more accurate comparison of
staffing and needs in comparison
to AFD, he said.
D’Orazi also casts a critical eye
on the recommendations in the 2008
report prepared for the city by the
consulting firm ICMA. The report
recommended employing a chief, a
deputy chief and five captains.
“This is not consistent with the
way the AFD is organized,” D’Orazi
said. “If you take a look at the staffing models of other Bay Area fire

News Analysis

‘The department
actually has 97
sworn firefighters and seven
additional office
personnel who are
not sworn.’
— Fire Chief Mike D’Orazi
departments like Mountain View
and Redwood City, nobody has that
type of model.”
“If you look at our organization,
we have one chief, no deputy chiefs
and four division chiefs,” D’Orazi
said.
Chief Daren Olsen is the administrative chief; one battalion chief
works each of the department’s
three shifts.
Redwood City’s fire department
has a fire chief, a deputy fire chief,
four or five battalion chiefs and
a fire marshal, the equivalent of a
deputy chief.
“The upper management of our
department is significantly more
constricted,” he said.
D’Orazi pointed to an inaccuracy in last week’s story. AFD
does not have 118 firefighters, as
reported. “The department actually
has 97 sworn firefighters and seven
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Alameda is home to a half dozen
yacht clubs including the Encinal
and Oakland yacht clubs, another
half dozen marinas, three boat
yards and about 4,000 slips. A hardy
contingent of sailors, some of them
brand new and others who have enjoyed sailing as both a sport and a
way of life for decades, call the Alameda waterfront home.
The Island City boasts some of
the oldest yacht clubs in the Bay
Area and may be one of the biggest
sailing communities in California,
with more boat slips that almost
any other California city.
Local mariners attribute Alameda’s status as a sailing hub to the Island’s hospitable weather and light
winds. The Island offers access to
world-renowned sailing in San Francisco Bay without the cold, choppy
conditions sailors may experience
in the waters off San Francisco and
Berkeley — and the availability of
waterfront property to businesses,
alongside a rare, well-maintained
deep water channel.
“It is a lot calmer and warmer to
sit on your sailboat in Alameda on
the Oakland Estuary than almost
anywhere you can go,” said Kame
Richards, owner of Alameda’s Pineapple Sails.
Richards said Alameda’s moderate weather makes it easier to work
on boats outdoors, and its winds,
which might blow at 10 knots, compared to 20 to 25 knots in nearby
Berkeley, are gentler, a boon to sailors with smaller boats. The lighter
weather also makes it cheaper to
sail here, he said, because it doesn’t
require sailors to don expensive
foul weather gear.
Alameda has historically been
an address to shipping outfits like
the Alaska Packers and also the
military, but it’s also home to some
of the Bay Area’s oldest yacht clubs,
including the Encinal Yacht Club
— founded in 1890 — and the Oakland Yacht Club, which was founded
in 1913 and which made its way
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Phyllis Diller
Passes at 95
Comedienne
among Alameda’s
most famous
former residents
Local Deaths

Alameda Theater
Celebrates 80th Year
T
Photo and Story by Dennis Evanosky

heresa Poletti, Leah Vass, Robin Brewer and Jonathan Belmares stand in
front of a 1927 Chevrolet at the Alameda Theatre & Cineplex. Their dress
reflected the year 1932 when the theater first opened. The theater celebrated its 80th birthday in style, charging just 80 cents to see the very same opening night movie program theatergoers enjoyed on Aug. 16, 1932. The program
included Shirley Temple’s Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm, Laurel & Hardy’s “The
Chimp,” the Mills Brothers bouncing-ball rendition of “I Ain’t Got Nobody,” a
newsreel and a Betty Boop short. Proceeds from the celebration will benefit a
local charity.

Phyllis Diller, regarded by many
as a trailblazer for female stand-up
comedians, passed away Monday, in
her sleep at her home in Los Angeles
at the age of 95.
The cause of
death is still unknown. Diller’s
groundbreaking
stand-up routine included
self-deprecating
jokes that often
File photo
touched on her
outlandish wigs Diller
and wardrobes.
Her routine was also filled with welltimed one-liners and bits about her
made-up husband, Fang.
Diller was regarded as a pioneer
for female comedians. Before Diller,
comediennes combined song and
dance in their routines, but Diller
not only told jokes from a female
point-of-view, she talked to her audience about her tribulations.
Diller performed her routine all
around the world, doing her act
on the Ed Sullivan Show, in front
of American soldiers during the
Vietnam War and in San Francisco
where she had her first stand-up
gig at the Purple Onion Club in 1955
when she was 37 years old.
Diller was born Phyllis Driver in
Lima, Ohio, on July 17, 1917. After
graduating from Central High in Lima,
Diller attended the Sherwood Music
Conservatory of Columbia College of
Chicago where she studied music for
three years. She then transferred to
Bluffton College in Ohio where she
met her future husband Sherwood
Diller. The couple eloped in 1939;
they divorced in 1965.
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