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News in Brief

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Alameda’s financially ailing hos-
pital is preparing to take another 
hit, in the form of a retroactive 
$450,000 payment for Medi-Cal cuts 
imposed in 2011 as a state bud-
get-balancing move. The cuts are 
slated to go into effect in January 
2014.

The cuts will be painful for 
Alameda Hospital, its chief execu-
tive officer, Deborah E. Stebbins, 
said. Luckily the 
cuts are not as 
troublesome as for 
some of the state’s 
rural hospitals or 
facilities in San 
Francisco reported-
ly struggling to stay 
open.

“Well, $450,000 is 
somewhat of a big deal in terms of 
net revenue. But it certainly wasn’t 
as earth-shattering for us as it was 
for other organizations,” Stebbins, 
said.

Hospital managers expect to 
run a deficit of $1.1 million for the 
final six months of 2013, a budget 
approved this month showed. 

In 2011, state lawmakers cut 
Medi-Cal payments to hospitals 
that operate nursing homes by 10 
percent for the care provided there, 
which Stebbins said nets out to 
a 25 percent reduction in reve-
nue. Hospitals had been receiving 
higher Medi-Cal payments for long- 
term care than private operators 
because it was believed to cost 
more to provide the service in a 
hospital.

A group of medical associa-
tions sued the state in an effort 
to reverse the cuts, but the state 
ultimately prevailed in court.

Long-term care is a major busi-
ness line for the hospital, which 
signed an agreement to lease and 
operate the 120-bed Waters Edge 
nursing home, which it took over in 
2012. The cuts will hit Waters Edge 

and the hospital’s South Shore 
nursing facility, which has 26 beds.

Even with the cuts — which 
were blunted by a rate reduction 
the hospital experienced when it 
added the Waters Edge beds to the 
fold — long-term care, and Waters 
Edge in particular, have been a 
major contributor to Alameda 
Hospital. Last year, the nursing 
home added $3.4 million to the 
hospital’s bottom line.

The state recently announced 
that it will provide 
an exemption to the 
cuts for rural hospi-
tals that run nursing 
homes. This follows 
concerns that some 
would be forced to 
shutter services if 
the rates were cut. 
And Stebbins said 

the loss of those care beds could 
have pushed patients into high-
er-cost care.

The San Francisco Chronicle 
reported in June that the cuts 
could have a devastating effect 
on San Francisco’s Laguna Honda 
Hospital and Rehabilitation 
Center and Jewish Home of San 
Francisco, which provide long-
term care.

But Stebbins said money has 
long been set aside to cover the 
cuts and that they won’t prompt 
the Alameda Hospital to close any 
services.

“In our case, it would not cause 
us to think about shutting the ser-
vice now,” Stebbins said. “Long-
term care has become a major, 
important service line for us.”

A bill sponsored by state 
Assemblyman Luis A. Alejo, 
D-Salinas, would restore Medi-Cal 
funding rates for hospital-based 
nursing homes. The bill passed 
the Assembly unanimously in May 
and is being considered by the 
Senate.

Read more local news at http://
webh.it/alamedasun.

Hospital Facing 
Medi-Cal Cuts

Stebbins said 
money has 
long been set 
aside to cover 
the cuts.

Sun Staff Reports
In with the new

Caltrans has announced that it 
will close the existing Bay Bridge at 
8 p.m., next Wednesday, Aug. 28, so 
its crews can align the new bridge 
to its anchorages in Oakland and on 
Yerba Buena Island. Last weekend 
crewmembers installed steel shims 
to provide seismic safety until Cal-
trans finds a permanent solution to 
the broken bolts discovered during 
construction. 

The transportation agency has 
scheduled the opening of the new 
eastern span of the Bay Bridge for 5 
a.m., Tuesday, Sept 3. 

BART will offer round-the-clock 
service from Wednesday night 
through Monday morning from 14 
of its station. BART will not operate 
overnight Monday night into Tues-
day morning. The down time will 
enable BART to conduct mandated 
inspections. 

Get the latest about the Bay 
Bridge at baybridgeinfo.org. 

Bus drivers say ‘no’
The Amalgamated Transit Union 

Local 192, whose members include 
AC Transit bus drivers, mechanics, 
dispatchers and clerical workers, 
voted last Sunday to reject man-
agement’s latest contract offer. The 
vote could mean that union negoti-
ators would return to the bargain-
ing table

On Aug. 6 the union tentatively 
agreed to a 9.5 percent pay raise 
over three years along with phasing 
in an annual flat-rate health-care 
contributions. The contribution 
would start at $70 in the first year 
of the contract and increase to $180 
by year three.  

Members spoke out Sunday 
with a 576 members voting “no” 
and 257 voting “yes.” The vote rais-
es the possibility that union mem-
bers will walk off the job. AC Transit 
did not comment on the vote and 
union representatives declined to 
say if they would call for a strike. 

Limo fire ruled accident
Investigators blamed a faulty 

rear suspension system as the 
cause of the limousine fire that 
killed five nurses on the San Mateo 
Bridge Saturday, May 4. According 
to California Highway Patrol (CHP) 

Capt. Mike Maskarich the failed 
system allowed the spinning drive 
shaft to fall onto the floor pan. The 
ensuing friction ignited the carpets 
and set the limousine on fire. The 
fire killed five of the nine women 
aboard the vehicle.

The passengers were celebrat-
ing Nerzia Fojas’ wedding. Fojas 
and Alameda resident Felomina 
“Fyla” Geronga were among those 
killed in the accident. 

The San Mateo District Attor-
ney’s office will not file charges, 
but the state’s Public Utilities Com-
mission is fining the limousine op-
erator $1,500 for having one more 
passenger in the vehicle than the 
law allows. The limo was allowed to 
carry eight passengers; nine were 
aboard. 

GSA Urges Sale 
of Neptune Pointe 

The U.S. General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA) has contract-
ed the sale of Neptune Pointe, 
3.89 acres of land at the Alameda 
Federal Center. Following the 
competitive public sale between 
the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict (EBRPD) and real-estate de-
veloper Tim Lewis Communities, 
the GSA is pushing for the sale 
to be completed quickly. As a re-
sult, it is looking more likely the 
stretch of land will be going to 
Tim Lewis Communities.

The GSA manages and sup-
ports federal government agen-
cies. Its goal is to provide the 
best value in real estate to fed-
eral agencies and the American 
people. This sale is GSA’s “latest 
ongoing efforts to remove excess 
federal facilities “off taxpayers’ 
books while creating the greatest 
possible value,” according to a 
press release.

Due to claims by the EBRPD 
regarding the federal govern-
ment’s rights to McKay Avenue, 
the federal government is threat-
ening to include McKay Avenue 
itself into the property of the sale 
of Neptune Point. “By taking own-
ership of this roadway, the fed-
eral government can modernize 
the roadway and its utilities and 
ensure all security requirements 
are met,” according to the press 
release. 

City Hall Clocktower 
Funds Tracked Down

Postcard images courtesy alamedainfo.com

As originally constructed, city hall, modeled after the Allegheny County 
Courthouse in Pittsburgh, Pa., sported a bell tower. In the 1906 earthquake, 
city hall was one of just a few Alameda buildings to sustain serious damage. 

Following the quake, city hall’s bell tower was 
removed, and the building featured this shorter clock-
tower until 1937 when the tower was deemed unsta-
ble and removed entirely.  

Clock family donated in 1920 whereabouts unknown

Alameda Marine Patrol Rescue Unit 
Assisted Distressed Boater Sunday

Eric J. Kos
According to the city of Ala-

meda’s website, plenty of vacant 
retail space is available throughout 
the city that could help stem the 
flow of sales tax outside the city 
if they were occupied with active 
businesses. 

According to City Manager John 
Russo, the largest component hold-
ing back the city budget is sales 
tax leakage. Unlike other Bay Area 
cities, Alameda exports more shop-
pers, and therefore more sales tax, 
to its surrounding communities. 
Russo uses this argument to sup-
port the need for Target and new re-

tail space at Alameda Landing and 
other locations developing around 
town. 

The city of Alameda’s website 
has an estimated 170,000 square 
feet of commercial space, some in 
various stages of negotiation, list-
ed as currently vacant and avail-
able for lease. At Alameda Landing 
alone, 300,000 new square feet of 
“lifestyle retail and restaurants” 
space will be built exclusive of the 
291,000-square-foot Target store. 

With the current state of vacan-
cy, it’s unclear if all the planned 
square footage can be leased, or if 
older properties will then be over-

looked in favor of recent construc-
tion. Some of the more extreme 
examples of vacancy rates include 
Neptune Plaza at Webster Street and 
Central Avenue at 46 percent vacan-
cy, with Alameda Station and the 
20,000 square foot Park Vista Square 
location (recently built at the corner 
of Buena Vista and Park Street) both 
listing 100 percent vacancy.

Of the local shopping centers, 
South Shore recently reported just 
4 percent of its space is now avail-
able for lease, Marina Village has 
9 percent available and Harbor 
Bay Landing 13 percent vacancy. 

Filled Retail Vacancies Would 
Help Solve Leakage Problem
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Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Marine Patrol, a 

division of the Alameda Police De-
partment (APD), helped transport 
a man who was stuck in the San 
Francisco Bay back to shore Sun-
day, Aug. 18. 

Two members of the APD Ma-
rine Patrol assigned to patrol San 
Francisco Bay noticed the man in 
distress early Sunday evening. 

“The patrol unit was definitely a 
part of the police department,” said 
APD Lt. Ted Horlbeck. “They were 
assisting the Coast Guard during 
the America’s Cup race.” 

The second day of the Louis 
Vuitton races between the New Zea-
land Emirates and the Italian Luna 
Rossa teams were held last Sunday, 

Aug. 18, according to the America’s 
Cup website. 

“When the officers were head-
ed back to shore after the races 
were completed they noticed a 
sailboat, estimated at about eight 
feet long, was capsized about 500 
yards north of Pier 20 near Alca-
traz,” said Horlbeck. 

Officer Adam Digiusto and an-
other officer rushed over to the 
boat. The passenger had somehow 
managed to flip the boat over and 
crawl into the vessel during the of-
ficers’ pursuit. When the two APD 
officers arrived at the scene they 
noticed there was just one male 
passenger in the sailboat which 
was in poor condition.

“The boat was half full of wa-

ter, the boat lines were ripped and 
its sails were wrapped around its 
masts,” said Horlbeck. 

The officers brought the man 
aboard their vessel. They were also 
able to connect the sailboat to their 
boat and transport both the man 
and his boat to the Alameda Marina 
around 4:54 p.m.

The officers asked the man if he 
sought medical assistance while on 
shore, but he declined. Horlbeck 
said the officers kept an eye on the 
man during the entire ordeal. 

“The officers said the man was 
not in the water for a long time,” he 
said.

The 13-race Louis Vuitton Cup 
will hold its sixth race tomorrow 
and conclude next Friday, Aug. 30.

Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Sun helped 

solve a mystery this week. The 
paper recently received an in-
quiry from a reader with three 
canceled checks made out in 
1998 to “City Hall, Alameda, 
Tower Fund.” 

“We enjoyed helping to re-
build the (city hall) tower,” 
a note with the inquiry read. 
“Where did the money go?”

In order to answer that 
question, the Sun looked into 
the history of the building and 
its now-vanished tower. The 
architectural firm of Percy & 
Hamilton — made up of George 
W. Percy and Frederick F. Ham-
ilton — designed and built Ala-
meda’s city hall between 1895 
and 1896.

Percy & Hamilton designed 
about 200 buildings in the Bay 
Area. These include the Stan-
ford University Art Museum 
and the Children’s Playhouse in 
Golden Gate Park.

“The design of City Hall re-
flected the passion for Roman-
esque Revival initiated in the 
United States by the Boston 
architect Henry Hobson Rich-

ardson,” historian Woody Minor 
wrote in Alameda Magazine. Rich-
ardson’s Allegheny County Court-
house in Pittsburgh, Pa., inspired 
Percy and Hamilton, Minor stat-
ed. Richardson’s creation includ-
ed “massive three-story wings 
and (a) soaring central tower.

The full tower remained on the 
building for 10 years. The 1906 
San Francisco Earthquake dam-
aged the tower. The city removed 

top portion. In 1920 Hermann and 
Ida Krusi presented the city with 
a clock for the remainder of the 
city-hall tower. In Alameda at Play 
historian Woody Minor describes 
it as “a Seth Thomas with four big 
dials.” Thomas was a highly re-
spected Connecticut clockmaker.

A string of three magnitude 6.0 
Southern California earthquakes 
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