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Michele Ellson 
The Alamedan

When school begins next Mon-
day veteran Alameda schools 
administrator Sean McPhetridge 
will be at the school district’s 
helm. McPhetridge has stepped 
in to fill the slot left void when 
former Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD)superintendent 
Kirsten Vital departed for the 
Southland (“Vital Heads South,” 
June 19).

Alameda’s Board of Education 
hired Sean McPhetridge to serve as 
the Island’s interim schools chief 
for the 2014-15 school year, which 
starts on Aug. 25.

The board voted 4-1 on Tuesday, 
Aug. 12, to approve a contract with 
McPhetridge. Trustee Trish Spen-
cer — who sometimes clashed pub-
licly with McPhetridge at school 
board meetings during the three 
years he served as the district’s 
assistant superintendent —cast 
the sole vote against his contract. 
McPhetridge took up his post the 
following day.  

School leaders called McPhet-
ridge a well-regarded Alameda Uni-
fied veteran whose energy, support 
of a host of educational initiatives 
and broad knowledge of the com-
munity and the school district will 
be welcomed.

“I really think he is the right su-
perintendent at this time for our 
district,” said board president Mar-
gie Sherratt, who brought McPhe-
tridge to Alameda in 2000 to work 
with her when she was principal 
of Alameda High School. She has 
worked with him on and off since. 
“I think he’s a welcome breath of 
fresh air, someone many people 
feel comfortable with.”

Sherratt joined trustees Mike 
McMahon, Neil Tam and Barbara 
Kahn in approving McPhetridge’s 
contract.  

Alameda Education Association 
(AEA) president Audrey Hyman 
said she’s optimistic the teachers’ 
union can rebuild its relationship 
with the school district and its ad-

ministration 
under McPhe-
tridge. Hy-
man said that 
McPhetridge 
has provided 
i n s t r u m e n -
tal support 
for teacher-
initiated pro-
grams like 
the district’s 
Go Green effort. 

The union had a frosty relation-
ship with Vital, whom the union 
repeatedly accused of trampling on 
teachers.

“I hope that we can create a true 
partnership,” Hyman said.

McPhetridge said he’s excited 
to come back to Alameda.

“I look forward to returning to 
Alameda and reconnecting with 
families and staff that help make 
(Alameda) schools great places to 
learn,” he said. “I am grateful for 
this opportunity to work in a new 
capacity in a district that I love.”

McPhetridge started his Alam-
eda Unified career in 2000 as in-
structional vice principal at Alam-
eda High School. He also served as 
AUSD’s director of secondary and 
career technical education and as 
principal of the Alameda Science 
and Technology Institute early col-
lege magnet high school, which 
Sherratt credited him with saving 
from closure. Vital tapped him to 
serve as the district’s assistant su-
perintendent in 2010.

McPhetridge worked for the 
past decade to complete his doc-
torate in administration, planning 
and social policy at Harvard. He 
received his Ph.D. last year and re-
signed as assistant superintendent 
shortly after graduation. This past 
June he was hired as the Alameda 
County Office of Education’s in-
terim director of student programs 
and services, his LinkedIn profile 
shows.

McPhetridge will step in to run 
the school district as it seeks to 
fully implement the new Common 

Core standards in classrooms and 
to initiate a second round of mag-
net and innovative school pro-
grams — a project he spearheaded. 
School leaders are also seeking vot-
er approval of a $179.5 million bond 
program in November.

In January 2015 AUSD will begin 
negotiations for a new contract for 
teachers. The current contract ex-
pires in July 2015.

“We hope that he’ll bring a fresh 
perspective to ongoing discus-
sions,” Hyman said. “As we prepare 
for labor negotiations, we hope 
he will come to the table with au-
thentic proposals that show how 
(AEA) members are valued by the 
district.”

McPhetridge was selected by 
the board for the interim position 
in mid-July. District spokeswoman 
Susan Davis said more than a doz-
en people applied for the interim 
job. His contract grants him an an-
nual salary of $180,000 plus a sti-
pend for his advanced degree and 
benefits, though it has him on the 
job for 10 months, through June 
30, 2015.

He will replace Vital, who left on 
Aug. 1 for a job as superintendent 
of the Capistrano Unified School 
District. Assistant Superintendent 
Barbara Adams has been running 
the district since Vital left.

Sherratt said school leaders 
will begin their search for a per-
manent superintendent early next 
year, after new school board mem-
bers are seated. Sherratt opted 
not to run for re-election and will 
be stepping off the board in De-
cember.

“It’ll be their decision,” she said.
Read more Alameda news at 

http://webh.it/alamedasun.

Sun Staff Reports
Tickets are now on sale for the 

sixth season of Live@the Library. 
This concert series brings some 
of the Bay Area’s top names in jazz 
and American music to an intimate 
performing space in the Regina K. 
Stafford Rooms at the Alameda 
Main Library, 1550 Oak St. 

This year’s lineup includes Ja-
mie Davis on Saturday, Sept. 20; the 
Marcus Shelby Trio on Saturday 
Oct. 11 and a “guitar summit” on 
Saturday, Nov. 15. The Marcus Shel-
by Trio features Kim Nalley. The 
guitar summit will bring Terrence 
Brewer, Steve Erquiaga and Calvin 
Keys together.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the 
music gets underway at 8 p.m. 
Tickets for the three-concerts 
are available for the discounted 
price of $90, a savings of $15; pur-

chased individually, tickets cost 
$35.

Tickets are available at Books 
Inc, 1344 Park St.; Dewey’s Friends 
Café in the Main Library and online 
at www.brownpapertickets.com 

Proceeds from the series benefit 
the Alameda Free Library Founda-
tion. The foundation raises money 
for the long-term support of Alam-
eda’s libraries.

The foundation would like to 
thank the concerts’ sponsors: 
Victor Jin at Property Investment 
Services; Encinal Market; First 
Community Bank and R&B Cel-
lars. Community supporters in-
clude Books Inc.; Cairdea Design 
& Marketing; Michaan’s Auctions; 
Piedmont Piano Company; Sue 
Especially for You; Friends of the 
Alameda Free Library; and the Al-
ameda Free Library Foundation.

New School Year 
Brings New Leader

 “I am grateful for 
this opportunity 
to work in a new 
capacity in a dis-
trict that I love.”

— Sean McPhetridge
Courtesy photo

Sean 
McPhetridge

New Live @ the Library 
Concerts Scheduled

Bulbout Constructed 
Near Wood School

Sun Staff Reports

Just in time for school, a worker stands beside a traffic-calming island on Grand 
Street near Wood Middle School. The island is the finishing touch on a project 
initiated by parents at Franklin Elementary School and includes other traffic-calm-

ing measures complete with native plants. New redwood trees in Ritter Park are also 
part of the project.

Murder Cases 
Move Forward

Ekene Ikeme
An Alameda man was 

sentenced to 32 years to life 
in state prison last Friday, 
Aug. 15, for masterminding a 
marijuana robbery plot that 
turned fatal in 2011.

Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge Jon Rolefson 
sentenced Chistopher Don-
aldson Jr., 22, of Alameda, to 
the prison term for his role in 
the death of Oakland native 
William Adrian Falcon Sapp in 
April 2011. 

Rolefson said his prison 
sentencing was justified be-
cause Don-
aldson “mas-
terminded it 
(the robbery 
plan), he or-
chestrated it 
and he saw 
that it was 
carried out.”

A jury 
c o n v i c t e d 
D o n a l d s o n 
of first-de-
gree murder 
on June 10, 
2011, for Sapp’s death as well 
as second-degree robbery for 
the similar armed robbery of 
another marijuana grower in 
Berkeley on Feb. 11, 2011. 

In both cases Donaldson 
contacted the marijuana sell-
ers through Craigslist for pos-
sibly purchasing marijuana, 
according to police reports. 
Sapp was growing marijuana 
legally for medical marijuana 
clubs and sold it to individu-
als on the side. 

In the April 2011 inci-
dent, Donaldson arranged for 
two men, Richard Ezell and 
Charles Kimbrough, to rob 
Sapp at his apartment at the 
Summer House apartment 
complex at 1826 Poggi St. 

The plan was for Ezell, 25, 
to pose as a fake buyer and 
for Kimbrough, 32, to rob 
Sapp, according to prosecutor 
Patrick Moriarty. 

However, Sapp tried to 
fight off Kimbrough, during 
the tussle, and Ezell shot and 
killed Sapp. 

Defense attorney Mario 
Andrews argued at the jury 

trial for an acquittal in the 
case. He told jurors that Don-
aldson did not participate in 
the Berkeley robbery, and was 
looking to buy marijuana from 
Sapp, not have him robbed. 

But Moriarty said Donald-
son never intended to buy 
marijuana and planned to 
rob Sapp all along. Moriarty 
also said that even though 
Donaldson didn’t kill Sapp he 
believes Donaldson is respon-
sible for Sapp’s death because 
he set up the plan to rob him. 

Ezell, of Laytonville, and 
Kimbrough, of Hercules, 

agreed to 
plea deal for 
shorter sen-
tences. As 
part of the 
plea deal, 
both men 
would receive 
15 -years - to -
life prison 
s e n t e n c e s 
in exchange 
for pleading 
no contest 
to second-

degree murder for their roles 
in the death of Sapp and for 
testifying against Donald-
son. Ezell did testify against 
Donaldson but Kimbrough 
changed his mind and refused 
to testify. His plea agreement 
was thrown out and his case 
has gone to trial as a result. 
Kimbrough’s trial started last 
Thursday, Aug. 17, and he now 
faces the possibility of also be-
ing convicted of first-degree 
murder. 

Donaldson’s mother, Karen 
Dade, an associate dean at 
Western Washington Universi-
ty in Bellingham, Wash., asked 
Rolefson at the sentencing 
hearing to “not give my son 
a life a sentence” and “please 
be merciful.” 

Dade said Donaldson 
“possesses some outstand-
ing qualities,” such as being 
a good student and a good 
father to his young son, and 
being “a caring individual.” 
Rolefson replied by saying 
that although Donaldson 

Sun Staff Reports
The San Francisco Bay Chapter 

of the Sierra Club has endorsed for-
mer City Councilman Frank Matar-
rese in his bid to regain a seat on 
the council. 

The teachers’ union, the Alam-
eda Education Association, has 
announced its continued support 
of Mayor Marie Gilmore in her bid 
to stay on as mayor. This endorse-
ment came in spite of Alameda Uni-
fied School District trustee Trish 
Spencer announcing her bid for the 
mayor’s seat (see Point-Counter-
point on this weeks’ Opinion page, 
page 6.). 

The firefighters’ union has also 
announced its endorsements of 
Gilmore, Councilmember Stewart 
Chen and City Council candidate 
Jim Oddie. 

Endorsements at the Democrat-

ic Club of Alameda are evolving. 
At this month’s meeting the club 
did not endorse any school board 
candidates. Candidates Solana Hen-
neberry and Mike McMahon did 
not exceed the required 60 percent 
vote of club members to garner en-
dorsements.

The club endorsed Jim Oddie 
for City Council. Frank Matarrese 
did not receive the necessary 60 
percent. The club also endorsed 
Measure I, the Alameda Unified 
School District’s bond measure. 

The club will meet from 7 to 9 
p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 3, in Confer-
ence Room C at the Alameda Hos-
pital, 2070 Clinton Ave. It will con-
sider endorsements for mayor and 
the health-care district board. The 
meeting is open to the public, but 
only club members can cast votes 
for endorsements. 

Endorsements Shape Up

 “He has a lov-
ing family and 
comes from good 
stock but instead 
he decided to 
rob people and 
he threw it all 
away...”

— Superior Court Judge 
Jon Rolefson
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Alameda Unified School 
District Board of Trustees
Alameda voters will decide on 

candidates for the school board after 
all. Gary Lym, an accountant filed as 
a third candidate for one of the two 
open board seats. Lym filed on Aug. 
13, just under the wire. He served 
as the chairman of Alameda High 
School’s School Site Council last year.

Only incumbent Mike McMahon 
and teacher Solana Henneberry 
had filed their paperwork to run 

for school board seats by the origi-
nal deadline on Friday, Aug. 8. But 
Margie Sherratt’s decision to forgo 
a run for re-election meant prospec-
tive candidates had until the end of 
the day on Aug. 13 to file candidacy 
papers with the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters.

If no one else had completed 
candidacy paperwork for the two 
school board positions, Henneberry 
and McMahon would have been au-
tomatically seated and their names 
would not have appeared on the bal-
lot, an Alameda County Registrar of 
Voters official confirmed Monday.

Whoever is elected will be 
responsible for selecting a new, 
permanent superintendent to 
lead Alameda Unified after the de-
parture of Kirsten Vital in August. 
They will also be considering a 
new parcel tax to replace Measure 
A, which expires in 2018, and will 
implement at $179.5 million bond 
program if voters approve it in 
November.

The board will also oversee the 
continued implementation of new 
Common Core standards and a 
second group of innovative school 

School Board Race is on

RACE: Page 11

Slate is set for Alameda schools, health district seats

Eric J. Kos


