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Jury to 
Decide Fate 
of Murder 
Suspect

Dennis Evanosky
Andrew Toon Wong’s future is 

now in the hands of a jury. Wong, 
who once worked as an assistant 
manager at the Safeway at South 
Shore, stands accused of murder-
ing David Wells on July 31, 2008, 
and Quang “John” Quach on April 3, 
2009. Wong, who was 20 years old 
when he allegedly murdered Quach, 
stands charged with two counts of 
murder with special circumstances. 

The enhancements include mul-
tiple murders, murder in the com-
mission of a robbery, murder in the 
commission of a burglary and lying 
in wait, as well as an enhancement 
for using a gun. 

If convicted, Wong faces life in 
prison without parole. The Alameda 
County District Attorney’s Office de-
cided not to seek the death penalty. 

According to court papers, 
police found Wells, who delivered 
cookies to the South Shore Safe-
way, dead in a parking lot near 
Oakland International Airport. 
Wong allegedly shot Quach, inside 
Quach’s home in the 600 block of 
Foothill Boulevard in Oakland. 
Quach worked the overnight shift 
at Safeway stocking food. 

According to Officer Jeff Thoma-
son, Oakland police spokesman, 
Wong owed both men money and al-
legedly decided to kill them instead 
of repaying them. “I’ll shoot some-
one if I keep losing,” Wong report-
edly told a friend.

Tom Rogers, a pathologist in the 
Alameda County coroner’s office, 
told reporters that Wong had shot 
both men in the head.

Police arrested Wong six days 
after Quach’s murder at Wong’s par-
ents’ home on Shannon Circle on 
Bay Farm Island and charged him 
with murdering both men. Police 
found multiple guns while making 
the arrest. (“Alameda Man Arrested 
in Double Murder Case,” April 15, 
2009). When they arrested Wong, 
police were able to connect him to 
the Wells murder committed some 
nine months earlier. 

In his closing argument Assistant 
District Attorney Autrey James told 
the members of the jury that they 
should convict Wong of murdering 
Wells and Quach. James reminded 
the jurors that Wong admitted to 
his mother that he had murdered 
the men and that he had bragged 
about the killings. 

Wong’s defense attorney Tim Pori 
told the jury that Wong’s bragging 
about the murders was not enough 
evidence to convict his client be-
yond a reasonable doubt. Pori told 
the jury that Wong lived in a fantasy 
world created by playing too many 
video games. Pori said that Wong of-
ten made statements full of “murder 
and mayhem,” but no one believed 
his client’s tall tales.

Deliberations were continuing 
when the Alameda Sun went to press.

AFD Staffing as 
Compared to 
Similar Cities

Part One

Emily Clinton
While the populations of the three 

cities are about equal, the fire depart-
ments of Redwood City and Mountain 
View employ far less staff than the 
Alameda Fire Department (AFD) as 
comparisons have shown. According 
to US census records, in July 2011 
Alameda had 74,774 residents with 
75,235 people living in Mountain View 
and 77,745 in Redwood City. 

A 2008 report completed by the 
ICMA, a consulting services group 
the city employed to examine AFD’s 
organizational development, con-
cluded that the department should 
have a standard staff of 86, includ-
ing a fire chief, two deputy chiefs 
and five captains.  

When compared with the cit-
ies of Redwood City and Mountain 
View,  AFD serves the smallest city 
of the three with a staff of 118, 33 
more than Mountain View, which 
staffs 86 and 49 more than Redwood 
City, which staffs 70. 

AFD provides fire and emergency 
medical service (EMS) from four 
stations, three on the main island 
and one on Bay Farm Island. Both 
Mountain View and Redwood City 
have five stations. Because these 
cities have roughly the same popula-
tion you would expect that the cities 
would structure their fire depart-
ments in the same manner, and 
they do. By comparison, however, 
Alameda has more people on staff.

AFD has 20 captains (two in the 
office and eighteen on shifts) where-
as Redwood City and Mountain View 
each has 18 captains. According to 
its online report the Redwood City 
Fire Department has 39 firefighters 
Mountain View has 30 and AFD, 
according to the Tri-Data Report 
has 43 firefighters. 

More on this report will appear 
here next week.

News Analysis

Historic High School 
Buildings Fenced Off

Alamedan
Burglarizes 
Jobs’ Home

Dennis Evanosky
An Alameda resident stands 

accused of burglarizing deceased 
Apple founder Steve Jobs’ home 
in Palo Alto. Police have arrested 
Kariem McFarlin and charged the 35-
year-old with 
the July 17 
burglary at 
Jobs’ home on 
the 2100 block 
of Waverly 
Court. The 
home was be-
ing renovated 
at the time, 
and police 
stated that McFarlin might not have 
been aware he was in Jobs’ home. 

Police have also charged McFar-
lin with selling stolen property and 
the excessive taking of property that 
they say included personal items 
and some $60,000 worth of comput-
ers. McFarlin’s bail has been set at 
$500,000. He is due in court to enter 
a plea on Monday. If convicted Mc-
Farlin could face a prison sentence 
of seven years and eight months. 

CVS Plans New Location

Santa Clara Country 
Sheriff’s Office

Kariem McFarlin

Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Unified School 

District has built a fence in front of 
the west wing of Historic Alameda 
High School. 

A second fence is going up in 
front of the building’s east wing 
that houses the district offices and 
the adult school. 

The school board has approved 
a plan that will move the district 
offices to Marina Village (“AUSD to 
Occupy Marina Village Site,” Aug. 
2). The west-wing fence is designed 
to allow access to that part of the 

building, although the west wing 
itself is close. 

Now the building’s east wing will 
close, forcing both the adult school 
and the district office to find space 
elsewhere. 

In 1991, seismic-safety concerns 
caused AUSD to “decommission” 
the building’s east end and west 
wings. The center portion, which 
contains Kofman Auditorium, was 
seismically upgraded. 

The west wing, pictured here, 
once served as the high school’s 
library and, later, as the Alameda 

Museum and as the interim location 
of the city’s Main Library Branch 
while the Oak Street location was 
under construction. 

The west wing was closed in 
1991. The east wing, currently serv-
ing as headquarters for the Alam-
eda Adult School and the district 
will close soon. 

The district has erected these 
fences to protect passers-by from 
falling debris an earthquake could 
trigger. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Joana Darc Weber has lived in Al-
ameda for eight years, but the Brazil 
native feels like she’s lived here her 
entire life. She wants to give back to 
the community she loves. So she’s 
running for city council.

“Alameda looks like a huge fam-
ily, is the place where everybody 
helps each other and I want do 
that,” said Weber, a former com-
munication director for the Depart-
ment of Journalism and Press for 
the City of Goiania, Goias in Brazil. 

She is one of eight candidates 
for two — and possibly three — city 
council seats up for grabs on Nov. 5. 
A third comes available if Vice May-
or Rob Bonta succeeds in his bid for 
a seat in the California Assembly. 

Other candidates include incum-
bent Councilwoman Beverly Johnson 
and former Councilman Tony Day-
sog, Planning Board member Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft, Alameda Health Care 
District Board Vice President Stew-
art Chen, Golf Commission President 
Jane Sullwold, former League of 
Women Voters president Jeff Cambra 
and Gerard Valbuena Dumuk.

Ezzy Ashcraft has served on 
Alameda’s Planning Board for six 
years, two of them as president, and 
is a former director of Alameda Hos-
pital and member of the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Commission.

In addition to his nearly two 
years on the Health Care District 
Board, Chen, a chiropractor and 
father of adult children, served on 
the city’s Social Service Human Re-
lations Board and Alameda Coun-
ty’s Human Relations Commission. 
“Now, I believe that I can be of bet-
ter service to our community as a 
councilmember. I hope that my fel-

Council Candidate Slate Set
low Alamedans would see my dedi-
cation to public service and allow 
me to represent them and let me be 
their voice,” Chen said.

Sullwold, a Brown and Harvard 
Law School graduate, has been a 
member of the Golf Commission 
since 2005 and its chair since 2007. 
She successfully championed efforts 
to preserve the Chuck Corica Golf 
Complex in its current 45-hole config-
uration and to bring Greenway Golf 
in to operate it, and also to defeat 
efforts to swap a portion of the golf 
complex to developer Ron Cowan. 
Sullwold, who listed “preserving our 
heritage and securing our future” as 
goals should she be elected, called 
the city’s struggle to revitalize Alam-
eda Point and to balance its budget 
“difficult but not insoluble.” 

Daysog served on the city coun-
cil from 1996 to 2006, and he lists the 
city’s successful efforts to develop 
the Bayport housing project and a 
traffic safety toolkit he worked with 
local pedestrian safety activists and 
other residents to develop as his ac-
complishments. Daysog, an urban 
planner, said he’s detected an un-
usual amount of rancor between City 
Hall and the public over the last four 
years, a situation he believes he has 
the skills to reverse.

Cambra, a businessman and re-
tired assistant city attorney for the 
City of Hayward, has served as pres-
ident of the local League of Women 
Voters chapter and has been ac-
tive in a number of local activities, 
facilitating the efforts of the Sun-
shine Task Force, which developed 
Alameda’s sunshine ordinance; co-
producing the Asian Pacific Islander 
Cultural Festival; and chairing Alam-
eda’s Bike to Work Day.

He said he will be seeking to col-
laborate with residents to resolve 
major issues and that he will work 
to promote safety and security 
and economic development and to 
maintain existing city services.

Beverly Johnson has served on 
the city council for 14 years, eight of 
them as Alameda’s mayor. Gov.Jerry 
Brown recently chose Johnson to 
serve as deputy director of the state 
Office of Administrative Law. She did 
not respond to a request for more in-
formation for this story.

Gerard Valbuena Dumuk could 
not be reached for comment for this 
story. 

Read more at www.the
alamedan.org. 

Dennis Evanosky

Pedestrians pass the newly installed fence in front of the east wing of the Historic 
Alameda High School Tuesday. The fence is meant to keep people away from the 
buildings which could crumble during the next earthquake. 

Dennis Evanosky

The former Good Chevrolet site at 1600 Park St. may become a new CVS drugstore 
in the near future.

File photo

A postcard shows the 1950s-era Good Chevrolet show-
room when it stood at 1600 Park St.

Ekene Ikeme
A large section of Park Street, for-

merly occupied by Good Chevrolet, 
remains in the same state it has been 
the past two months — empty.

The site is supposed to house a 
new CVS pharmacy, but the location 
has been unoccupied for the last 
two months. Currently, the location 
on 1600 Park St. — the property will 
occupy three parcels, 1600, 1618 
and 1630 Park St. — is just a large 
patch of dirt and there are no con-
struction crews to be found.

At the June 25 Planning Board 
meeting, CVS Pharmacy disclosed 
improved architecture plans at the 
board’s request. The board was to 
make a final decision on the project 
on July 23.

Buildings associated with Good 
Chevrolet’s showroom and service 
department were demolished ear-
lier this year. The city of Alameda’s 

Planning Manager Andrew Thomas 
and CVS Caremark communica-
tions director Michael DeAngelis 
did not respond to questions about 
the project by press time. 

A similar project planned for 
downtown Sebastopol has met with 
opposition there due to increased 
traffic and a proposed association 
with Chase Bank. 

AUSD vacates offices; will move to Marina Village soon
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