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The Alamedan

Plans to build a new In-N-Out 
Burger near the Webster Tube 
have sparked concerns that the 
hamburger restaurant will attract 
crime, with hundreds of residents 
voicing their opposition to the 
planned restaurant over various 
concerns. Even District Attorney 
Nancy O’Malley has weighed in, 
asking the Planning Board on July 
23 to consider the crime she thinks 
the restaurant could bring.

“We have people coming to 
what can be considered a vulnera-
ble site in Alameda. It’s easy in and 
easy out, no pun intended, with 
the Alameda tube,” said O’Malley, 
who noted the high number of 
robberies in Oakland. She said that 
Oakland’s high crime impacts sur-
rounding cities, too.

But Alameda’s top cop says he 
doesn’t think the In-N-Out will be 
a magnet for crime, and police in 
East Bay cities that have the res-

Dennis Evanosky

Cars pass the future site of Alameda In-N-Out Burger.

Police Don’t See Crime, 
Fast Food Connection

Based on what 
I know, at this 
point, I’m not con-
cerned that it’s 
going to be a big 
problem for us.

— Alameda Police Chief 
Paul Rolleri

The Alamedan

taurants said 
they have not 
been a bigger 
problem than 
other busi-
nesses.

“There’s no 
absolutes. We 
won’t know 
for sure until 
it’s in there,” 
Acting Police Chief Paul Rolleri 
said. “Based on what I know, at this 
point, I’m not concerned that it’s 
going to be a big problem for us.”

The In-N-Out is part of the 
Alameda Landing development 
that includes a Target-anchored 
shopping center under construc-
tion and 276 planned new homes. 
It would sit on a 2.3-acre “remnant” 
parcel next to a Chase bank branch 
and a Safeway gas station.

O’Malley told the Planning 
Board that in addition to high 
crime in neighboring Oakland and 
the site’s proximity to the Tube, 
she thinks the site’s isolation and 
In-N-Out’s late-night hours — the 

burger chain is asking for permis-
sion to remain open until 1:30 a.m. 
on Fridays and Saturdays — could 
equal trouble. (O’Malley didn’t 
respond to an e-mail seeking more 
detail on her crime concerns.)

But police in four East Bay 
cities that are home to In-N-Out 
Burger — all four of them near 
major freeways — said the restau-
rant hasn’t been a bigger problem 
than similar businesses.

“I can tell you it hasn’t been a 
burden in that regard. And it cer-
tainly hasn’t generated more calls 
for service than any other like busi-
nesses in the city (that) I am aware 
of,” Pleasant Hill Police Sgt. David 
Downs said of In-N-Out. 

Downs said the restaurant has 
been in Pleasant Hill for about a 
year. 

“As far as the business in our 
town, they’ve been a good busi-
ness,” he said. “They haven’t 
caused us any undue problems, 
and I don’t anticipate any in the 
future.”

Fremont Police Detective Bill 
Veteran said his department gets 
“very few” calls for service from 
In-N-Out Burger. “It’s no different 
than any late night fast food restau-
rant that we have,” Veteran said.

Veteran said that any type of 
business open late could be “more 
problematic” than one that closes 
earlier. Still, he said Fremont’s In-N-
Out is “not a problem.”

A staffer with the Livermore 
Police Department also said that 

Neighbors Can Fight 
Negligent Landlords
Guidlines for cleaning up blighted properties in town

Suspects Held for Murder 
in Shooting on High Street

News in Brief
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Dennis Evanosky
Neighbors on the 600 block of 

Taylor Avenue recently voiced frus-
tration about the state of the home 
at 617 Taylor Ave. (“Case of Historic 
Neglect,” Aug. 8). They told the Al-
ameda Sun that the property owner, 
Sam Huie, has allowed the home to 
deteriorate over the past 20 years. 
Some members of the community 
said that they found Huie’s actions 
particularly frustrating because 
one of Alameda’s founders, Gideon 
Aughinbaugh, built the home, along 
with three other adjacent homes 
on the street, in 1879. Aughinbaugh 
lived (and died) in the home two 
doors away from Huie’s property. 

Neighbors said that working 
with Huie and the city has borne 
no fruit. The city’s obligation to use 
due process of law has stalled the 
process to Huie’s advantage. These 
neighbors and others with problem 
properties in their neighborhoods, 
have other recourse than trying to 
persuade a landlord or the city to 
take action. Rather than watching 
a home and property deteriorate 
or waiting in vain for the city, as the 
Taylor Avenue neighbors said they 
have done, they can take offending 
property owners to court. 

In 1990, Molly Wetzel pioneered 
the Safe Streets Now! process. Tired 
of city and absentee landlord inac-
tion in her Berkeley neighborhood, 
Wetzel and her neighbors took a 
problem landlord to small-claims 
court and won a $36,000 judgment 
against him. 

Wetzel based her process, not 
on ineffective local ordinances, but 
on a California state law. This law 
— California Civil Code § 3429 — 
requires property owners to “use 
their property in an ordinary and 
reasonable manner that is condu-
cive to the peace and harmony of 
the neighborhood and does not in-
terfere the comfortable enjoyment 
of life or property.”

In order for the process be effec-
tive on Taylor Avenue or on other 
blighted properties in Alameda, a 
group of community members must 
be willing to get involved — one 
property at a time — in a unified 
effort to solve perceived problems. 

This process takes four steps:
 Document problems to re-

flect the scope and severity of the 
negative impacts. The impact could 
include issues like a run-down or 
deserted building or unkempt prop-
erty. This documentation should in-
clude photographs, statements on 
the effect the blighted property has 
on the neighborhood (including 
reduced property values) and any 
interaction the neighbors have had 
with the city, the property owner 
and people representing the prop-
erty owner. 

 Demand that the property 
owner take action in a formal letter. 
This letter should summarize prob-
lems, identify solutions and call for 
action. The letter — sent certified 
mail or, preferably hand-delivered, 
to the property owner — should 
give the property owner a 30-day 
deadline to respond. The letter 
should inform the property owner 
that there is a group of people will-
ing to take legal action if he or she 
does not respond. 

 Meet with a responsive prop-
erty owner at the property and 
spell out what the neighbors expect 
the property owner to do.  If the 
property owner is willing to work 
with the neighbors, they should ne-
gotiate a solution.

 Sue the unresponsive property 
FIGHT: Page 10

Dennis Evanosky

Local residents pass a home on the 500 block of Pacific 
Avenue that is in an unacceptable state of disrepair 
according to neighbors.

Ekene Ikeme
Two men are currently de-

tained at Santa Rita County Jail 
without bail for their alleged in-
volvement in a botched robbery 
attempt at Bonfaire Market July 
18.

Alameda resident Marc Tray-
lor, 41, was charged with special-
circumstances murder in connec-
tion with the incident that took 
place at Bonfaire Market, 1505 
High St., which resulted in the 
death of 42-year-old Oakland man 
LaRoy Brown by a gunshot wound 
from an off-duty police officer. 

The incident began around 
10:35 p.m. that night when Tray-
lor and Brown — both armed and 
wearing masks — entered the 
market, according to police re-
ports. An off-duty Alameda Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputy was reading a 
magazine when the two entered 
and used his department-issued 
weapon to shoot both of them. 
Brown was killed, while Traylor 
managed to flee the scene despite 
a gunshot wound. Police believe 
Traylor got into a car driven by 
41-year-old Elbert McBride, and 
the two men left the scene. 

Traylor, who lives down the 
street from the market, later 
showed up at a hospital with an 
unexplained bullet wound, police 
said. Traylor was questioned at 
the hospital about the incident by 
investigators. 

Traylor’s alibi about where he 
got shot “did not corroborate with 
physical evidence,” Alameda po-
lice officer Alan Kuboyama wrote 
in a court affidavit. 

The Alameda Police Depart-
ment (APD) continued its inves-
tigation of Traylor, withholding 
much of the information about the 
incident or the parties involved 
from the public until the Distric 
Attorney was able to charge him. 

Alameda police were able to 
detain Traylor on unrelated drug 
offenses throughout the investiga-
tion. Kuboyama said the investiga-
tion determined that Traylor was 
shot at the scene of the attempted 
armed robbery. 

Traylor was formally arrested 

last Wednesday, Aug. 7, at noon 
on special-circumstances murder, 
according to the Alameda County 
inmate database. The charge was 
filed under the state’s provoca-
tive-act doctrine, which holds an 
accomplice responsible when a 
crime partner acts in a way that 
leads to any death, whether it is of 
another suspect or a witness. He 
was booked into Santa Rita Jail in 
Dublin the next day, Aug. 8. 

His arraignment took place 
yesterday, Aug. 14, at Wiley W. 
Manuel Courthouse. If convicted, 
Traylor could be sentenced to life 
in prison without the possibility of 
parole or the death penalty. Pros-
ecutors will decide later whether 
to seek lethal injection. 

Traylor is a convicted drug of-
fender, according to the database. 
Traylor was arrested for posses-
sion of a controlled substance and 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance while armed, among other 
charges on Dec. 3, 2009. 

Alameda police arrested 
McBride, also known as Andre 
Lamont Jackson, on Tuesday, Aug. 
6, in Oakland. McBride is also be-
ing held on a murder warrant, sim-
ilar to Traylor, but has not been 
formally charged. 

He is also being held for alleg-
edly violating the terms of his su-
pervised release after being con-
victed in federal court of drug and 
weapons violations. His arraign-
ment has not yet been scheduled.

The deputy who shot and 
killed Brown, a 20-year veteran 
and SWAT team member assigned 
to Oakland International Airport, 
wasn’t hurt. His name has not 
been released.

Police are investigating wheth-
er the same men robbed the Al-
ameda market on July 10. In that 
incident, two men came in, and 
one pistol-whipped an employee 
before stealing money from the 
store and taking another employ-
ee’s wallet, police said. 

The men then fled in a car driv-
en by a third man.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Crown Beach gets facelift
Crab Cove Visitor Center, 1252 

McKay Ave., will host a talk with 
East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) staff about the upcoming 
project to place sand on Crown 
Beach. The event lasts from 9 a.m. 
to noon, Saturday, Aug. 24. The 
project’s engineers will make a pre-
sentation at 10:30 a.m.

Staff will discuss the place-
ment of some 82,000 cubic yards 
of sand along nearly 8,000 feet 
of beach between September and 
November. 

According to the park district, 
the project will restore the beach 
to its original 1987 engineered foot-
print, protect the road and infra-
structure and improve enjoyment 
of the beach. Staff will make project 
plans, diagrams and historical pho-
tographs available for discussion. 

Crown Beach is an artificial 

beach with no natural source of 
sand replenishment. The engi-
neered beach and dune system has 
performed well beyond its project-
ed 20-year life cycle. Constructing 
and maintaining a sand beach 
would provide both the needed 
erosion protection and desired 
public access to the shoreline.

Woody Walk Visits 
Historic Eastern Shore

Join the Alameda Architectural 
Preservation Society on Sunday, 
Aug. 25, for its annual Woody Walk. 
The tour starts from Lincoln Park at 
1 p.m. This year historian Woodruff 
Minor will explore the neighbor-
hood of Waterside Terrace across 
High Street from Fernside. Minor 
will explain the history of this 1912 
tract of homes with its curving 
streets, concrete entrance pedes-
tals, and shoreline access paths. 
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Crown Beach will receive some 82,000 cubic feet of 
new sand in the next two months as part of the ongoing 
erosion abatement along Alameda’s southern shore.
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