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Laura Flynn, KALW
This story originally aired on 

KALW-FM. 

I’m on the east side of Alameda 
Island, standing in mud in front 
of a storm drain that empties out 
into San Leandro Bay. There’s a 
stretch of homes right on the 
shoreline looking out at estuar-
ies, the Oakland Airport, and 
Coliseum. The waterline isn’t 
quite at my feet right now, but 
in less than a century I’d likely 
be standing in water up to my 
shoulders.

“Definitely the kind of thing 
where you could have a kayak out 
here, walk out of your house, walk a 
few feet down, throw it in the water, 
and paddle off in San Leandro Bay,” 
says John Knox White as he looks 
out at the street in front of his 
home.

White sits on the Alameda 
Planning Board. He lives three 
blocks from the eastern shore that 
is expected to be inundated with 
water by the year 2100.

“That’s the glorious vision of 
it, right? Waterfront property for 
everybody. Yay!” he says, sarcas-
tically. “But unfortunately it also 
means all the houses due east of 
me are sitting in water.”

Kristina Hill, professor at the 
College of Environmental Design 
at UC Berkeley, says, “Sea level 
rise has been happening since the 
glaciers melted. So it’s been coming 
on for 20,000 years.” 

At the end of the last ice age, 
global oceans rose about 40 feet. 
Since then, there have been peri-
odic surges of rapid sea-level rise 
from glacial melting. Hill says the 
rate’s been getting higher in the 
last 100 years, and that will make 
matters worse for Bay Area cities 
already feeling the threat.

Foster City, for example, used to 
be tidal marshlands. Now, it pumps 
water out of its lagoons to keep the 
levels low. Marin City dealt with 
floods after seven feet of king tides 
submerged roadways in 2012. And 
in Alameda?

Protecting the south shore
“We’re watching it happen all 

the way around the island,” says 
Linda Weinstock, one of the Island’s 
73,000 residents. 

“I live out on south shore, 
and we’ve lost about 12 feet of 
our shoreline just in the last two 
years,” she says.

In response to the erosion, 
the city recently dumped tens of 
thousands of cubic yards of sand 
there. Hill says over time waves 
have pushed sand farther out, 
creating an edge on the Island 
that ends up reducing the momen-
tum of waves.

“Anybody that’s been to Crown 
Beach at low tide knows you can 
walk pretty far out,” she says. “That 
sand has moved away from the 
beach and is shallowing that whole 
part of the Bay between those two 
areas on the coast, and that’s reduc-

ing the risk of flooding.” She says 
it’s one protective measure utilizing 
the shape of the land, beaches, and 
marshes. But if nothing else is done, 
much of this area remains at risk.

The southwest front
On the southwest shore at 

Alameda Point is a spot called 
Seaplane Lagoon. Out in the water, 
seagulls swarm around a harbor 
seal as it thrashes around a sting-
ray. Richard Bangert is capturing 
it all on camera. He’s a blogger for 
the Alameda Point Environmental 
Report and comes out here at least 
twice a week to observe the wildlife.

“There have been over 180 spe-
cies of birds recorded at Alameda 
Point over the past decade,” he says.

Bangert is standing on the former 
Naval Air Station — about 10 acres of 
pavement with old, unused buildings. 
Like the eastern shoreline, Alameda 
Point is expected to be under four 
feet of water by the year 2100 if noth-
ing is done to protect it. Unlike the 
eastern shoreline, the city does have 
a plan for protecting this area.

“A better environmental use of 
this area would be to remove the 
pavement, remove the building and 
make it part of that wetland area,” 
says Bangert.

Wetlands would provide a buffer 
from sea level rise and storm surg-
es. And wetlands reduce erosion. 
The area around Seaplane Lagoon 
is actually slated for tidal wetland 
development in the Alameda Point 
Master Infrastructure Plan. The plan 
outlines the city’s vision to build 
a mixed-use development that will 
include about 1,400 new homes. It 
also includes other strategies for 
protecting the Point from sea rise.

Locals Plan to Hold 
Back Sea Level Rise

Alameda Point 
is expected to be 
under four feet of 
water by the year 
2100 if nothing is 
done to protect it.
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Photo and story 
by Dennis Evanosky

The medieval blacksmith 
worked with anvil, tongs and bel-
lows. His shop seemed a magi-
cal place. He fashioned iron, the 
“black” metal, into weapons, ar-
mor and shields. He worked at 
his forge making objects needed 
to build and shape society: ham-
mers and nails, axes and pokers; 
even decorative objects. 

This set him apart from those 
who fashioned the “white” met-
als, silver and gold, into more 
delicate objects. His workplace, 
his forge, gave his trade a name. 

The Old Norse word smÞian 
(pronounced “smith-ee-an”) 
means to forge. The coming of 
the Machine Age lessened the 

blacksmith’s role in our society, 
but don’t tell Grant Marcoux that.  

“Smiths were the link between 
the ordinary person and the 
technology of the day,” he said. 
“Smiths were generally skilled 
at not only making and repair-
ing metal objects, but working in 
wood, leather and fabric as well.”

Marcoux, pictured above, is 
keeping this tradition alive at 
Alameda Point’s Pilgrim Soul 
Forge, where he plies his trade 
fabricating repairing and restor-
ing metal objects.

“I also duplicate historic 
metal items and offer hand-made 
custom cutlery for kitchen, field 
and military users,” he said. 

From noon to 6 p.m., Saturday, 
Aug. 30, Marcoux will celebrate 
his trade and the trades of others 

who promote a self-sufficient ur-
ban agriculture. He will host the 
fourth annual Pilgrim Soul Forge 
Harvest Fair and open his shop 
to members of the public so they 
can enjoy the crafts designed by 
local artisans. These include a 
felt-maker; a pair of glass work-
ers (one works with blown glass 
and another who fashions fused 
glass); a bag-maker and a jeweler. 

Marcoux plans to demon-
strate fashioning a tool from 
an old locomotive suspension 
spring at the fair. Fairgoers can 
treat themselves to a massage 
and a cup or two of Buelah’s 
Bean coffee while listening to 
the sounds of the Doggone Blues 
Band; admission is free. 

Pilgrim Forge is located at 101 
West Tower Ave.

Local Blacksmith 
Shop to Host Fair
Pilgrim Faire celebrates days prior to Machine Age

Sun Staff Reports
KALW, which broadcasts at 

91.7 MHz, transmitted its first 
show in 1939 from the World’s 
Fair on Treasure Island. It is the 
oldest FM radio station west of 
the Mississippi.

The San Francisco Unified 
School District holds KALW’s li-
cense, but the station operates 
independently as National Pub-
lic Radio (NPR) affiliate. The 
station broadcasts shows from 
NPR, American Public Media, 
Public Radio International and 
the BBC World Service.

KALW also produces its 
own local news, music and in-
terview shows. These include 
the live weekday call-in pro-
gram, Your Call; the evening 
news magazine, Crosscurrents;  
and the weekly two-hour live 
variety program, West Coast 
Live!, which broadcasts each 
Saturday morning. Learn more 
at www.kalw.org. 

Sun Staff Reports

Rhythmix Awards 
Golden Gears

Rhythmix Cultural Works 
will be awarding three East Bay 
residents with the Golden Gear 
Award for their outstanding con-
tributions to the Bay Area arts 
community. 

The awards will be given to 
Mi’Chelle Fredrick for visual art, 
Terri Odabi for performance art 
and Lorrie Murry for art educa-
tion. Fredrick, an Alameda native, 
received her award for her water 
color paintings, along with col-
ored pencil, graphite, mixed me-
dia and photography work.

“It is my hope that my work, 
through detailed explorations 
of the subjects I choose, will 
cause viewers to pause and con-
sider their surroundings and the 
impact their actions may have 
upon the world around them,” 
said Fredrick. You can view her 
work at popupautobody.com/tag/
michelle-fredrick.

Odabi is a musician from 
Oakland. She sings a mixture of 
rhythm and blues and jazz songs. 
“I feel like the blues not only need 
to be preserved but also need to 
be heard and appreciated by all 
generations,” said Odabi. Odabi’s 
works can be found at artistcard.
com/terrie.

Lastly, Murray, also an Alam-
eda native, won for art education 
for her work as the founder of 
Alameda Music Project. 

“I founded Alameda Music 
Project in order to provide music 
education to children who would 
otherwise not have the opportu-
nity,” said Murray. “The program 
is inspired by a belief that mu-
sic education can and should be 
used as a means of uplifting and 
unifying an underserved commu-
nity, starting with the youth.”

To learn more about the Alam-
eda Music Project, visit alameda 
musicproject.org. 

The awards will be handed 
out at Rhythmix’s Wine, Women 
& Song Extravaganza Saturday, 
Aug. 23. The event is a showcase 

for female musicians and dancers 
of the East Bay. The event starts 
at 7 p.m. and costs $25.

To learn more about Rhyth-
mix; the Golden Gear winners or 
the Wine, Women and Song event; 
visit rhythmix.org.

Free Summer Faire Slated
Calvary Church is hosting its 

fifth annual Alameda Free Summer 
Fun Fair this Saturday, Aug. 16, at 
Littlejohn Park, 1400 Pacific Ave.

The event offers a free and 
safe gathering for the community 
that is focused on giving back to 
the families of Alameda with a 
day full of games, prizes, food, 
bounce houses, rock climbing 
walls and much more.

More than 1,000 people at-
tended the event last year. The 
fair will be from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Calvary Church is located 
at 1516 Grand St. To learn more 
about the fair or the church, visit 
calvarychurch.org or call Chris 
Surdi at (650) 793-3636.

Coast Guard Cutter returns 
with millions in illegal drugs

The U.S. Coast Guard crew 
manning the U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter Bertholf returned to its 
home in Alameda Monday, Aug. 
11, after a 140-day deployment.

The crew spent more than four 
months seizing more than $183 
million worth of illegal drugs, ac-
cording to Coast Guard officials, 
while deployed on the Eastern 
Pacific Ocean. 

They spent most of their time 
off the coast of Central and South 
America. 

The mission was a part of 
the Joint Interagency Task Force 
South counter-drugs operation, 
according to the Coast Guard. 
The task force monitors illicit 
traffickers and assists U.S. and 
multi-national law enforcement 
agencies with the interdiction of 
illicit traffickers.

“Because our missions were 
a success, it made coming home 
even better,” commanding officer 
of the Bertholf Capt. Mark Frank-
ford said in a statement.

News in Brief

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Every day, a large, white bus 
stops in front of Donald Hull’s High 
Street home, backing up traffic 
sometimes for several blocks of the 
narrow, busy corridor as the work-
ers riding it disembark.

According to Hull and his neigh-
bors, sometimes frustrated driv-
ers and AC Transit buses drive the 
wrong way down High Street to get 
around the private tech company 
buses, which they said stop in the 
middle of the street to pick up and 
drop off passengers, blocking pas-
sage. The problems worsen when 
school starts, bringing more pedes-
trians and drivers to High Street, resi-
dents said; Otis Elementary School 
and Krusi Park both line the buses’ 
route.

Hull and his neighbors said 
they’re not anti-tech and that they 
don’t have a problem with tech 
companies busing their workers to 
and from their Silicon Valley cam-
puses. “We’re all neighbors. I don’t 
want it to be us versus them,” Hull 
said. “It’s just, corporately they 
need to take responsibility for their 
actions. We just want it to be safe.”

Hull said he’s reached out to 
Google several times about the 
buses driving on High Street, which 
has a posted, three-ton weight limit.

Spokespeople for Google and 
Apple, which is said to run buses 
along Broadway with a stop at the 
park-and-ride lot at the corner of 
Island and Doolittle drives on Bay 
Farm Island did not respond to calls 
and emails.

Alameda doesn’t have any rules 
regulating the flow of company bus-
es and shuttles on the Island, and 
city officials only became aware of 
residents’ issues with them in June, 
when one resident reached out to 
City Hall for help.

Community Development Direc-
tor Debbie Potter said the city has 
corresponded with Google. Potter 
said the city is also reaching out to 
two other tech companies Google 
identified as operating buses in town 
to work through residents’ concerns. 

Potter said the city supports 
the concept of company buses and 

shuttles. She noted that the city will 
be requiring similar types of trans-
port in new developments planned 
for Alameda Point and along Alam-
eda’s Northern Waterfront.

AC Transit is also hoping to bring 
companies using its bus stops into 
line. Spokesman Clarence Johnson 
said no company has received per-
mission to use the bus agency’s 
stops in Alameda; state law only per-
mits public buses to use the stops. 

An Alameda Sun reporter photo-
graphed a Google bus using an AC 
Transit stop on Island Drive in April 
(“Tech Bus Protestors Target Island 
City,” April 10).  Calls to AC Transit 
at that time went unanswered.

Johnson said that AC Transit is 
sending cease-and-desist letters to 
tech companies believed to be us-
ing the stops; anyone caught using 
the stops without permission can re-
ceive a fine of $300 or more, Johnson 
said. But with 5,600 stops in AC Tran-
sit’s East Bay service area, Johnson 
said, “it is a challenge to monitor all 
of them at any given time.”

An unmarked, white bus pulled 
into an AC Transit stop on High 
Street near Otis Drive at 7:50 a.m. 
one morning last week; cars began 
stacking up behind the bus, which 
was stopped at a 45-degree angle 
and blocking an entire lane of traf-
fic, as it picked up a half dozen or 
so workers.

A Google bus picked up workers 
at the same time Monday, this time 
stopping in the middle of the street, 
about 50 yards short of the stop.
High Street has a posted, three-ton 
weight limit, though AC Transit 
—  whose buses likely exceed that 
limit — has stops on the street.

Backers point out that the buses 
take dozens of cars off the roads ev-
ery day, and that there’s no public 
transit service that would shuttle 
workers directly from Alameda to 
Silicon Valley. 

“It is a nice way to keep cars off 
the road,” said Andy Boretto, who 
said he rides one of the buses.

High Street residents said 
they’re all for less traffic. They just 
want the buses to operate safely.

For more on this and other 
Alameda stories visit http://webh.it/
alamedasun.

Private Tech Buses Snarl 
High Street Commute


