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Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

The Alamedan’s (and Alameda 
Sun’s) readers have written to com-
plain about a political poll they’re 
receiving that they say is testing 
negative campaign messages tar-
geting former councilman (and 
current council candidate) Frank 
Matarrese. They say questions 
about other candidates — incum-
bent Councilman Stewart Chen and 
first-time council candidate Jim 
Oddie, an attorney and staffer for 
Assemblyman Rob Bonta — were 
neutral. 

But readers said the callers also 
asked whether they’d be more or 
less likely to vote for Matarrese if 
they knew he voted to hire former 
Fire Chief David Kapler, who was 
forced to resign from his job after 
firefighters snapped photos of him 
filling a personal vehicle with the 
city’s gas. 

The poll takers also claimed 
Matarrese had voted against fund-
ing water rescue training and 
that the lack of training led to 
the death of a man — presumably 
Raymond Zack, the man who died 
in the waters off Crown Beach on 
Memorial Day 2011 — while more 
than a dozen firefighters and police 
watched.

(For the record: Minutes for City 
Council meetings held between 
the April 2007 appointment of an 
interim chief and Kapler’s hiring 
the following November don’t 
show a council vote on hiring 
him, and Assistant City Manager 
Alex Nguyen confirmed that the 
city manager, and not the council, 
would hire for that position; the fire 
department did reportedly have 
the money for the training they 
would have needed to go into the 
water to rescue Zack.)

Frustrated call recipients say 
they asked callers dialing from an 
Oregon call center who said they 

were from Bernett Research who 
had paid for the poll, but were 
unable to get an answer. One read-
er who took the 20-minute poll said 
he was told it had been ordered up 
by “EMC.” EMC Research is a mar-
ket and opinion research firm with 
an office in Oakland that’s been 
used by local political types during 
past races.

A representative for Boston-
based Bernett Research returned 
the Alamedan’s phone call — at 
the owner’s behest — to state 
that he couldn’t say who hired 
his firm, couldn’t confirm whether 
Bernett conducted the poll. He also 
declined to give us a copy of the 
questions his company was ask-
ing that the Alamedan not to use 
his name in the story (in addi-
tion to people who e-mailed about 
the poll, several of the Alamedan’s 
Facebook fans confirmed that they, 
too, received a call from Bernett). 
EMC president Alex Evans didn’t 
respond to the Alamedan’s call for 
comment. So far, no one has owned 
up to paying for the poll.

Whoever paid for the poll will be 
required to file a campaign finance 
statement listing the expense, but 
those aren’t due in until Oct. 6, 
the first day absentee voters can 
submit ballots. We’ll be combing 
through those reports the minute 
they’re available, though. So stay 
tuned.

Matarrese, meanwhile, con-
firmed that he, too has been hear-
ing about the poll questions. “Big 
money is sure coming in soon,” 
he said. “Sounds like a smear cam-
paign.”

The candidate’s names may not 
even all be in yet, but fundrais-
ing for those who have declared 
is in full swing. Alameda’s fire-
fighter and teachers’ unions and 
PK Consultants, a local firm run 
by Barbara Price, hosted a “Taco 
Tuesday” fundraiser for Gilmore on 

June 10. The teachers and firefight-
ers also feted Chen with a luau on 
July 10. Local politicos, including 
Oakland Mayor Jean Quan attend-
ed the shindig, Facebook photos 
forwarded by a tipster show.

Sponsorships for Chen’s fund-
raising bash ranged from $100 to 
$2,000, a flyer for the event stated.  
We won’t know how much money 
was collected until October, when 
reports must be filed. 

The firefighter’s union, inciden-
tally, announced its endorsements 
on Tuesday, July 29 — nine days 
before the Aug. 7 deadline to file 
candidate papers. They’re pulling 
for Gilmore for mayor, and Chen 
and Oddie for City Council.

So far, Matarrese is the only 
other candidate running for one of 
the two open council seats. Leland 
Traiman, who has filed papers to 
run for a school board seat, has 
also pulled papers to run for mayor.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun. 

The Alameda Sun will run 
Michele Ellson’s Campaign Column 
each week. The column offers 
insights on the November 2014 cam-
paign for mayor and city council. 
Send questions, suggestions and 
tips to michele@thealamedan.org 
throughout the campaign season; 
confidentiality guaranteed.

Phone ’Political Poll’ 
Raises Eyebrows
Readers say queries disparage Matarrese, favor Chen, Oddie

The Campaign Column

 EMC Research 
is a market and 
opinion research 
firm with an office 
in Oakland that’s 
been used by local 
political types dur-
ing past races.

Top: Googlle Earth; below, City of Allameda

Once work is completed, Seaplane Lagoon will be 
transformed from its present state (top) to liveable space 
that includes condos and a promenade (below). 

Sun Staff Reports

Lincoln Park came alive last Saturday with a celebration that recalled “Alameda 
1902.” Period Events & Entertainments Re-Creation Society (PEERS) showed the 
way to a time 112 years ago when the Oakland Estuary opened to boats and 

barges from San Francisco Bay to San Leandro Bay. The free picnic and dance 
featured Victorian- and Edwardian-era costumes and music from the band Bangers 
& Mash. PEERS welcomed suffragettes to the party as long as they wore their “ratio-
nal” costumes. Bangers & Mash entertained those in attendance with Edwardian 
ballroom dance music, elegant set dances, mixers and even some sizzling ragtime.

Celebrating the Year 
of the ‘Island City’

Point Plans 
Taking Shape

Dennis Evanosky
If all goes as planned, con-

dominiums on tree-lined streets 
and a community-oriented pom-
enade will stand in place of the 
vast expanse of concrete on the 
northern shore of Alameda Point’s 
Seaplane Lagoon.

In addition the fenced-in western 
shore of the lagoon will be turned 
into parkland and boats will dock 
at a marina on the western shore. 
There will even be a small park just 
off the dock where the United States 
Marine Administration’s (MARAD) 
Ready Fleet stands. 

The city is one step closer to cre-
ating a transit-oriented community 
with extensive public waterfront 
parks and promenades at Alameda 
Point. In July, the City Council 
approved the Waterfront Town 
Center Plan for Alameda Point last 
month. The approval marked what 
the city calls “the final major plan-
ning document necessary for devel-
opment of the waterfront lands cen-
tered on the Seaplane Lagoon.”

The city is looking forward to 
what Mayor Marie Gilmore calls “a 

vibrant and active public water-
front with an extensive system of 
parks and promenades. Gilmore 
calls the project a once-in-a-gener-
ation opportunity to create a new 
waterfront from the ground up. 

Over the last two years city 
staffers have worked with Skidmore 
Owings and Merrill to create a tran-
sit- and pedestrian-oriented, mixed 
use transit village along the lagoon. 

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission has provided funding 
for a plan that looks beyond Seaplane 
Lagoon and provides guidance for 
ways to develop portions of the 
Naval Air Station’s Historic District. 

These plans are compatible with 
existing historic resources, such 
as the large seaplane hangars just 
north of the lagoon. 

The Waterfront Town Center 
Plan is the result of five Planning 
Board workshops, public hear-
ings before the Historical Advisory 
Board and the Recreation and Parks 
Commission, as well as significant 
contributions and input from the 
Planning Board's Waterfront Town 
Center subcommittee.  

City Council gives stamp of approval

APD to Co-host Canine Competition
Sun Staff Reports

The Alameda Police Department 
(APD) is teaming up with the San 
Leandro Police Department to host 
the second annual Police Canine 
Competition. Last year’s event 
successfully showcased more 
than 50 canine teams from across 
California. These teams came 
together to compete in narcotic 
detection and patrol scenarios. The 
competition attracted the largest 
attendance in the recent history of 
the Western States Police Canine 

Association as more than 300 
spectators and local media groups 
watched special handler-canine 
teams in action.

Funds from the 2013 competi-
tion were used to cover competi-
tion costs; the remaining money 
was donated to the memorial fund 
honoring Galt Police Department 
canine officer Kevin Tonn who was 
killed in the line of duty in January 
2013. 

This year APD is donating 
money to the Friends of Alameda 

Animal Shelter (FAAS) and the Sean 
M. Walsh K-9 Memorial Foundation.

This year’s competition will 
take place this Saturday, Aug. 9 
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the San 
Leandro Ball Park, 2709 Teagarden 
St. (at Aladdin Avenue). 

The public is welcome, but 
APD asks that you leave your 
pets at home as they can distract 
competing teams.  Food vendors, 
police association booths, and 
SWAT vehicles will round out the 
show. 

Kevin Francis Barrett

Ekene Ikeme
At its Tuesday, July 30 meeting 

the City Council gave the go-ahead 
for the Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) to participate in a program 
that will hopefully allow Alameda 
County Hospitals to run more effi-
ciently. 

The California Emergency 
Services Authority recently award-
ed emergency response depart-
ments in Solano, Stanislaus, San 
Joaquin and Alameda counties 
money to conduct the two-year 
Community Paramedicine Pilot 
Project. The project is intended 
to determine whether paramedics 
working in an expanded role in their 
communities can help improve 
overall health systems integra-
tion, efficiency and/or fill identified 
healthcare needs, according to the 
Alameda County letter of intent 
memorandum sent to the city. This 
will allow Alameda County, work-
ing with the State, to generate, 
collect and analyze data that will 
examine the practice of community 
paramedicine and serve as a basis 
to recommend changes to existing 
statute and regulations. 

AFD was named one of two 
fire departments, along with the 
Hayward Fire Department, to 
participate in the Community 
Paramedicine Pilot Project by the 
California Emergency Services 
Authority. Some of the main objec-
tives will be for health services 
is to reduce the number of hos-

pital readmissions after discharge 
through partnering with health ser-
vices for patient follow-up care; 
as evidenced by retrospective and 
ongoing data collection to compare 
return/readmission rates on desig-
nated patient populations. 

The program also aims to 
decrease the burden and cost of 
emergency room visits in area hos-
pitals made by patients who should 
seek help outside the emergency   
room. This in itself would open 
emergency rooms to patients who 
have a real need for such attention. 

According to Deputy Fire Chief 
Doug Long, AFD paramedics would 
typically call on chronically ill 
patients with histories of visiting 
emergency room four times in 30 
days. 

Paramedics would visit frequent 
911 callers and patients recently 
discharged from the hospital, espe-
cially those with a likelihood of 
returning. 

Alameda County EMS will be 
testing the program, while Chabot 
College is helping develop and 
deliver curriculum for the program. 

Health-care providers and insti-
tutions involved in the program 
are Alameda Health System, which 
includes Alameda and San Leandro 
hospitals, Eden/Sutter Hospital, 
St. Rose Hospital and Alta Bates 
Hospital.

 Oakland’s Summit Hospital and 
Children’s Hospital are involved in 
the project. 

AFD to Join County Program


