
Mars and his vision for making an 
effort to visit the Red Planet. 

Both days of the weekend 
brought crowds from on and off the 
Island to enjoy the Park Street Art 
and Wine Faire’s food, drink, music 
and art. The Sunday during the 
faire tends to coin-
cide with the annu-
al Alameda Fire 
Department (AFD) 
Pancake Breakfast 
at Station No. 1.

Alameda native 
and Fire Captain 
Rick Murray began 
the event in 1996 
with proceeds ini-
tially going to the Alisa Ann Ruch 
Burn Foundation, “enhancing the 
quality of life for burn survivors and 
promoting burn prevention educa-
tion.” AFD has since expanded by 
donating to local charities includ-
ing: Alameda Point Collaborative, 
The Boys and Girls Club, Alameda 
Family Services, and local youth 
sport leagues. Over the 18 years the 
breakfast has been held, AFD has 
raised upwards of $75,000.

Mike Lano and Juan Medrano 
contributed to this story.
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Part One of Two
The city is contemplating 

proposals from nine developers 
who’ve signaled their interest in 
developing some or all of a planned 
150-acre Alameda Point waterfront 
town center and commercial devel-
opment area.

In May, the city sought out 
developers interested in building 
up to 800 homes, shops, office 
space and hotels on the 68-acre 
town center parcel along Seaplane 
Lagoon and a major corporate cam-
pus or an outlet mall on an adja-
cent 82 acres; nine responded with 
proposals. The City Council, which 
signed off on a detailed plan for the 
town center on July 15, is expected 
to consider finalists to develop the 
Point’s future core in September.

So who are these developers, 
and what do they bring to the 
table? The mix includes big, nation-
al firms and smaller local ones, 
urban and suburban homebuild-
ers, property managers and money 
men. Here’s the quick-and-dirty on 
each developer and team.

 Alameda Point Partners 
comprises the trio of Thompson 
Dorfman Partners, SRM Ernst 
Development Partners and Madison 
Marquette; the latter would only 
develop the town center. 

With headquarters in Mill 
Valley, Oakland and Washington, 
D.C., Thompson Dorfman develops 
apartments and condominiums “on 
well-sited, urban infill and mixed-
use properties located in high-
growth, technology-driven markets 
in the western U.S.”; SRM Ernst is a 
Bay Area business park developer. 
Madison Marquette is a national 
property management and devel-
opment firm with a focus on retail.

SRM Ernst is well known to locals 
as the developer of the Harbor Bay 
Business Park; its development 
projects also include the Zhone 
Technologies building in Oakland 
and a mixed-use project that includ-
ed office space and facilities for 
San Jose State University. Madison 
Marquette’s portfolio stretches 
across 14 states and Washington, 
D.C.; its California projects include 
the development and management 
of the Bay Street shopping center in 
Emeryville and the Bayfair shopping 
center in San Leandro. Thompson 
Dorfman, which has projects all over 
California, built the housing that sits 
on top of Bay Street’s shops.

 Brookfield Residential 
from Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
builds mostly single family homes 
across the U.S. and in Canada, 
with about half its business in 
Canada, a fifth in California and 
the rest spread across Denver; 
Phoenix; Austin; and Washington, 
D.C. Brookfield would only 
develop the town center. 

The company has developed 
neighborhoods along the fringes of 
the Bay Area is now selling homes 
in two South Bay communities, in 
Dublin and Lathrop, in San Joaquin 
County. The company is set to build 
the reportedly recession-stalled 
1,645-home, 300-acre University 
Park housing development in 
Rohnert Park in 2015, with smaller 
homes than originally planned. Also 

on the company’s to-do list: Single-
family and townhome develop-
ments in Dublin, Dixon and Oakley 
and a luxury home development on 
the edge of Hayward’s Stonebrae 
Country Club.

This shareholder-owned com-
pany, which controls more than 
110,000 lots and $3.3 billion in 
assets, bills itself as the fifth larg-
est residential developer in North 
America.

 Catellus has its headquarters 
in Oakland. It was originally a sub-
sidiary of two railroad companies 
that was bought and then sold by 
warehouse giant ProLogis in the 
heat of the recession, Catellus has 
built everything from apartments 
and single-family homes to shop-
ping centers and business parks. 
Many of the sites the company has 
built on are urban infill and former 
industrial properties that required 
environmental cleanup.

Here in Alameda, Catellus built 
the Bayport housing development 
and is in the process of building 
homes and a Target- and Safeway-
anchored shopping center in its 
new Alameda Landing develop-
ment. Other developments the 
company has worked on include 
San Francisco’s Mission Bay, a 303-
acre waterfront development con-
taining homes, commercial space, 
and a University at California, 
San Francisco biotech campus; 
The Glen, a 92-acre business park 
that’s part of the redevelopment 
of the former Glenview Naval Air 
Station in Glenview, Ill.; and Pacific 
Commons in Fremont, an 840-acre 
commercial center that, when com-
pleted, is to include 1.1 million 
square feet of chain retail and a 3.4 
million square foot office park.

While city leaders selected 
Catellus as Alameda’s master devel-
oper for the Bayport and Alameda 
Landing projects, both on former 
military sites, the council rebuffed 
Catellus’s earlier bid to be the mas-
ter developer at the Point in favor 
of SunCal Companies.

 CIM Group is headquartered 
in Los Angeles. This is an investment 
firm whose holdings range from lofts 
to hotels and retail hubs in large and 
mid-size American cities; many of its 
holdings are in Southern California. 
The company has also invested in 
renewable energy companies and 
cities seeking to redevelop flagging 
commercial areas.

After then-Mayor Jerry Brown 
announced his plan to bring 6,000 
new market rate housing units to 
downtown Oakland and the city 
plunked down $54.2 million for new 
projects intended to spur rede-
velopment, the company bought 
Oakland’s two downtown hotels — 
giving it control of 93 percent of the 
city’s hotel rooms — and also, 1.7 
million square feet of office space 
along Lake Merritt and Oakland’s 
City Center. The company’s other 
investments include a Phillipe 
Starck-designed hotel in Miami 
Beach and a Toronto-based solar 
energy company, and it also helped 
refinance debt on the Trump SoHo, 
a luxury hotel-condominium proj-
ect in New York.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

City Courts Companies to 
Develop Alameda Point
List includes some familiar names

Eventful Weekend 
Draws Thick Crowds
Street faire, pancakes, USS Hornet events attract throngs

See Part Two Next Week

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda resident Elhassan A. 

Ibrahim has accepted member-
ship in the 
National Society 
of Collegiate 
S c h o l a r s 
(NSCS).

“NSCS is 
more than 
just a symbol 
of academic 
achievement,” 
said Stephen 
E. Loflin, NSCS founder and chief 
executive officer. “Membership 
gives students access to a num-
ber of amazing benefits including 
career and networking resources, 

scholarships, travel and service 
projects both on campus and in 
the community.”

NSCS is a member of the 
Association of College Honor 
Societies and is the nation’s only 
interdisciplinary honors organiza-
tion for first-year and second-year 
college students. Membership is 
by invitation only, based on grade 
point average and class standing. 
NSCS has more than one million 
lifetime members and 300 chap-
ters in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico.

For more information about 
The National Society of Collegiate 
scholars, call (202) 265-9000 or visit 
nscs.org.

Local Named National Scholar
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Ibrahim

Water Protected

Man Admits to 
Dumping Body

Road Work 
Underway

Sun Staff Reports
The city began repairing city 

streets last Monday. The $1.9 million 
project will affect traffic from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. through early September. 
Construction is expected to impact 
traffic and parking, and restrict 
street access. The streets impacted 
include:

 Central Avenue, from Grand 
Street to Sherman Street

 Weber Street, from Central 
Avenue south

 Third Street, from Central 
Avenue south

 Robert Davey Jr. Drive, from 
Packet Landing Road to Oyster 
Pond Road

 Otis Drive, from Willow Street 
(east) to Willow Street (west)

 Waterton Street, from the west 
end of Mound Street to Court Street

 Mound Street, from Waterton 
Street to Otis Drive

 Court Street, from Otis Drive 
to Bayview Drive

The city will be placing seal-
ant on Chestnut Street between 
Buena Vista and Clement avenues 
and on Buena Vista from Broadway 
to Versailles Avenue. Workers will 
close these streets and bar access 
to driveways for up to six hours to 
allow the sealant to harden.

Sun Staff Reports
Three major events this week-

end drew people from around the 
region and nation to the Island City. 
Dr. Buzz Aldrin, of second-man-on-
the-moon fame, arrived Saturday to 
celebrate the 45th anniversary of 
his return to earth when the Apollo 
11 spacecraft splashed down into 
the Pacific Ocean and was rescued 
by the Hornet itself. Aldrin brought 
some celebrity to the Island, and a 
very significant audience. 

He talked about his childhood, 
his experience as a fighter pilot prior 
to becoming an astronaut, and about 
the voyage to the moon and back.

“I still enjoy seeing the foot-
age they’ll be showing of us up 
there. It’s still kind of surreal to 
me because the entire world was 
watching it,” said Aldrin. “I was 

Chuck DiGuida

Zebop, a Santana Tribute band, performed “Maria Maria” got the crowd on its feet 
swaying to the soulful beat at the Park Street Art and Wine Faire’s Encinal Avenue 
stage Sunday afternoon.

Above by Mike Lano, RIght by Chuck DiGuida

At right, Buzz Aldrin signs 
his new book. In the front 
row were President Nixon’s 
brother Ed Nixon and 
astronaut Michael Collin’s 
brother Jim Collins (above) 
during Aldrin’s talk.
here for the 40th, and even though 
I’m only 75, I’ll be here for the 50th!”

Aldrin is also on a speaking tour 
to promote his new book Mission to 

Chuck DiGuida

Dallas (front), Isabella (middle) Diego Ross (back), 
children of Alameda Firefighter Cleveland Ross with 
volunteer and retired Alameda firefighter of 29 years Al 
Smith serving up the pancakes this past Sunday.

Chuck DiGuida

AFD’s Rick 
Murray

Sun staff reports
The U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), U.S. 
Department of Justice, State and 
Regional Water Boards, and envi-
ronmental groups announced the 
Clean Water Act settlement agree-
ment with the East Bay Municipal 
Utility District (EBMUD) and seven 
East Bay cities at a media con-
ference at Crown Memorial State 
Beach Monday, July 28. 

The settlement requires 
EBMUD, seven East Bay cit-
ies (Alameda, Albany, Berkeley, 
Emeryville, Oakland and Piedmont)  
and the Stege Sanitary District to 
stop sewage discharges into the 
San Francisco Bay.

Under Monday’s agreement, 
EBMUD and the communities will 

assess and upgrade their 1,500 
mile-long sewer system infrastruc-
ture over a 21-year period. The 
work is expected to cost approxi-
mately $1.5 billion. The entities will 
pay civil penalties of $1.5 million 
for past sewage discharges that 
violated federal environmental law. 

EBMUD and the seven commu-
nities will: repair and rehabilitate 
sewer pipes; regularly clean and 
inspect the pipes to prevent over-
flows of raw sewage; identify and 
eliminate illegal sewer connections; 
continue to enforce private sewer 
lateral ordinances; and ensure pro-
active renewal of existing sanitary 
sewer infrastructure.

The proposed settlement is sub-
ject to a 30-day public comment 
period and final court approval.

Ekene Ikeme
An Alameda man told 

Alameda police officers that he 
dumped the deceased body of 
his girlfriend into the Oakland 
Estuary at Alameda Police 
Department (APD) headquar-
ters Sunday, July 27.

The man, whose identity is 
being withheld, told APD offi-
cers his girlfriend committed 
suicide and he dumped the 
body in the estuary. Sgt. Rick 
Bradley said APD is too early in 
its investigation to know wheth-
er the claim is true or not. 

Bradley said there were 
other key questions APD could 
not answer about the investiga-
tion. Those included inquires 
about whether the body was 

pulled out of the estuary, which 
Bradley replied APD is “still 
working on it.” Bradley said 
APD also could not answer 
where along the estuary the 
body was dumped. Bradley also 
said he could not say when the 
man said he dumped the body 
into the estuary and how long 
ago the girlfriend committed 
suicide.

APD did not arrest the man 
and Bradley said it is uncertain 
if the man will be charged for a 
crime at this point. If the body 
is found, the crime will be tried 
in the city where it was found, 
and handled according to that 
city’s laws.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.


