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Sun Staff Reports
Organizers of the Mayor’s 2014 

July Fourth Parade honor the 
most creative, exciting and ener-
getic of the entries to the parade 
with trophies each year. Judges 
chose from among more than 160 
entrants to the parade this year.

The top honor each year is 
the Mayor’s Trophy, which lately 
has been the sole purview of 
Rhythmix Cultural Works (RCW), 
whose collaborative spirit of 
the Alameda community comes 
through in the creativity ex-
pressed in their appearance in 
the parade float, which also won 
first-place honors. RCW won the 
Mayor’s Trophy or “Best Float” 
in 2010, 2011 and 2012 and won 
second-place trophies in 2009 
and 2013. RCW earned its fourth 
Mayor’s Trophy last Friday.

“It takes a village,” said RCW 
Executive Director Tina Blaine. 
“We really are building commu-

nity over here, and the Fourth 
of July Parade is just one of the 
many ways to experience that at 
Rhythmix.” Blaine and the staff at 
RCW invite members, friends and 
anyone else who would like to be 
involved, to join their parade ef-
fort each year — likely a big rea-
son for their success.

Other winnners in the floats cat-
egory were Tomorrow Youth Reper-
tory in second and the Mad Haight-
ers of Haight Avenue in third place.

Best among the vehicles 
were Lou’s Lagoon Property Ser-
vices in first, Mark Betz as Char-
lie Chaplin in second and The 
Greene Family, also known as The 
Mixed Greens, in third place.

Best among the bicycle 
groups were: the Alameda Coun-
cil Boy Scouts of America in first, 
the Girls Scouts of Alameda in 
second and Upcycle Alameda in 
third place.

Best in the walking and skat-
ing group were the Bay Area Cir-

cus Arts Festival in first, Encinal 
Jets Cheerleaders in second and 
the Alameda High School Cheer-
leaders in third place.

Best among the school bands 
were Encinal High School Band in 
first, Alameda High School Band 
in second and St. Joseph Notre 
Dame High School in third place.

Best among the civilian bands 
were the Saloons in first, the 
Whippoorwills — Alameda Gay 
Pride in second and Up and Down 
in third place.

Best among the equestrians 
were the Alameda Sheriff Posse, 
Greer Family Mortuary, Rancho 
El Afortunado and the Hayward 
Hills Charros each first in their 
own categories. Best among the 
mounted groups were: Rancho El 
Afortunado in first, The Califor-
nia State Horseman’s Association 
in second and the Cactus Ranch 
in third place.

For more on the parade, visit 
www.myalamedaparade.com.

All Things Arnerich
City hall recognizes tireless efforts of 
once vice-mayor, perennial volunteer 

Parade Committee 
Awards Trophies
Rhythmix nails first place four out of past five years

These colorful scenes 
from the 2014 
Alameda July Fourth 

Parade were taken by 
the Alameda Sun’s con-
tributing photographers 
JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko 
and Kevin Francis Barrett.
At right, the Mad 
Haighters of Haight 
Avenue dressed up as 
characters from Alice in 
Wonderland this year, 
earning them a trophy. 
Visit www.alamedasun.
com for more photos. 

Kevin Francis Barrett

The whirring gears of the award-winning Rhythmix Cultural Works parade float 
accompanied the rousing sounds of the Taiko drums and other musical instru-
ments in this year’s July Fourth Parade last Friday.

Dennis Evanosky
The city of Alameda teamed up 

with the Arnerich family to surprise 
the family patriarch, Lil Arnerich, 
at the July 1 City Council meeting. 
His children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren turned out to 
witness Mayor Marie Gilmore read 
a proclamation that declared the 
week of June 29 to July 5 “Lil Arn-
erich Week.” Lil’s wife, Norma, ex-
pressed her delight that she was 
able to get Lil to the council cham-
bers without his knowing about 
the proclamation. She stood by his 
side at the dais as Gilmore read the 
city’s decree.

An Oakland native, Arnerich at-
tended McClymonds High School. 
Casey Stengel, who later went on 
to coach the New York Yankees to 
greatness, signed young Lil to the 
Oakland Oaks in 1948. Two years 
later Lil began working for the Park 
and Recreation Department here in 
Alameda. He stayed on the job for 
36 years, “retiring” in 1986. 

In 1988 Lil was appointed to the 
City Council. The following year he 
won a seat in his own right, landing 
the title of vice-mayor in the bar-
gain. He served the city as its vice-
mayor until 1991 and remained on 
the City Council until 1996. 

“Lil Arnerich spearheaded a 
number of initiatives including an 
ordinance to limit public comment 
at City Council meetings to a rea-
sonable time of three minutes or 
less,” Gilmore read. She evoked 
laughter from all present when she 
injected that she was grateful to Lil 
for that time limit. 

Lil also backed an amendment 
to the City Charter that forbids the 
city from selling recreational lands, 
which include parks, golf courses 
and other open spaces without a 
vote of the people. 

The city will best remember 
Lil, however, for his contributions 
to Alameda’s youth. To thank him 
for this and his other accomplish-
ARNERICH: Page 13

Dennis Evanosky

Left to right: Norma Arnerich, Mayor Marie Gilmore 
and the man of the hour, Lil Arnerich

Ekene Ikeme
In a unanimous vote at its July 

1 meeting, the city council decid-
ed to adopt the Crab Cove initia-
tive to rezone the federal surplus 
property on McKay Avenue as 
“open space.” This means that the 
initiative, “Crab Cove Open Space 
Expansion Initiative,” will not 
have to appear on the November 
ballot. 

“We believe the East Bay Re-
gional Park District will now be 
able to negotiate the purchase of 
this property for park expansion,” 
the Friends of Crab Cove said on 
its website. The vote has thwarted 
Tim Lewis Communities’ efforts to 
build houses on the tract. Friends 
of Crab Cove believe the initia-
tive would have won even if the 
initiative had been placed on the 
November ballot.

The vote will likely also put a 
stop to the lawsuit that the East 
Bay Regional Park District filed 
against the city over rezoning 
the property. The park district 
informed the city that if the City 
Council turned the initiative into 
an ordinance it “would resolve the 
Park District’s suit without further 
expending City resources.” 

The City Council also passed 
a companion measure to the or-
dinance, something city staff 
labeled a “fiscal responsibility” 
measure. This measure would al-
low the city to suspend any ordi-
nance that resulted in a lawsuit 
filed within 120 days of the ordi-
nance’s effective date. 

If a lawsuit arises and the city 
wins, the ordinance would go 
back into effect. If the city should 
lose, the measure would allow the 

city to raise taxes, cut services, 
modify the budget or even sell the 
property to recoup court costs 
and other legal fees.

The City Council passed the 
companion measure with Council-
man Stewart Chen casting the lone 
“no” vote. Chen cited the lack of 
public review of the measure be-
fore the City Council’s vote. Karin 
Lucas of Friends of Crown Beach 
agrees with Chen.

“This Fiscal Responsibility or-
dinance is in direct conflict with 
California law, Elections Code sec-
tion 9217,” stated Lucas.  “Califor-
nia law prohibits the city council 
from amending or repealing any 
initiative measures without voter 
approval.”

If the Fiscal Responsibility 
measure becomes effective it may 
cause further litigation, just as 
the city council’s 2012 decision 
to zone the parcel to residential 
caused two lawsuits to be filed.

In 2008, voters in Alameda and 
Contra Costa counties approved 
the Crab Cove expansion, but City 
Council changed the property’s 
zoning in 2012. Friends of Crown 
Beach, the group that sponsored 
the initiative, gathered more than 
6,000 signatures from Alameda 
voters within a six-week period 
between March and May to get it 
placed on the November ballot.

Final passage of the ordinance 
that makes the initiative the law of 
the land and its companion ordi-
nance is scheduled for the Tues-
day, July 15, City Council meeting.  

Dennis Evanosky contributed to 
this story. Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.

Council Approves Crab Cove 
Initiative Unanimously




