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Hospital 
Board Votes 
to Affiliate 
with County

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

At its Monday meeting, the 
Alameda Health Care District board 
of directors approved moving for-
ward with a non-binding letter of 
intent to pursue a merger with 
Alameda County’s health system, 
known as the Alameda Health 
System (AHS). The AHS board was 
set to discuss the merger at its 
Tuesday meeting. 

AHS is the new name for the 
Alameda County Medical Center, 
which includes Oakland’s Highland 
Hospital; Fairmont Hospital, a 50-
bed acute rehabilitation facility 
in San Leandro; and John George 
Psychiatric Hospital in San Lorenzo. 
The system also operates clinics 
in Oakland, Hayward and Newark, 
with more clinics planned. 

The deal would hand over man-
agement of the financially ailing 
hospital to AHS. Chief executive 
officer Deborah E. Stebbins said 
that the merger would provide the 
cash needed to keep the hospital’s 
doors open.

“I’m very excited. It’s been the 
culmination of a lot of work,” said 
Stebbins. A deal could be closed by 
the end of this year. 

The merger would keep Alameda 
Hospital’s emergency room open 
along with at least half of the 100 
acute-care beds the hospital now 
operates. The daily acute-care 
population has averaged about 32 
patients this year. Stebbins said 
existing patients would have the 
same access to the hospital and 
their doctors under the proposed 
deal.

“I don’t think there’s going to 
be much of a change for Alameda 
Hospital patients,” Stebbins said.

Under the proposed deal, the 
health care district board would 
still collect the $298-a-year parcel
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Sun Staff Reports

Discounted county fair 
tickets available

Former vice-mayor and director 
emeritus of the Alameda County 
Fair board of directors Anthony 
“Lil” Arnerich will distribute half-
price admission tickets to the fair 
from 10 a.m. to noon, this Saturday, 
June 22, in the parking lot behind 
City Hall.

Arnerich served on the fair’s 
board of directors for 13 years. The 
fair, which is 101 years old, is held 
in Pleasanton. It opened yesterday 
and runs until Sunday, July 7.

Park district releases 
expansion plan

In response to the city’s envi-
ronmental review of a proposed 
housing project on federal property 
on McKay Avenue, the East Bay Re-
gional Park District (EBRPD) has 
asked the city to study the district’s 
alternative plan for the site.

The plan envisions a new entry 
plaza, 33 new parking spaces and a 
bus turn-around. The district said 
that it would convert about half the 
site to open space, which would 
include a drought-tolerant meadow 
area, a new trail and group picnic 
sites.

The rest of the site would con-
tain remodeled staff offices and a 
relocated park service maintenance 
yard.

In its response, EBRPD states 
that the city has other land avail-
able for residential uses. 

This alternative plan “would not 
prevent the city from achieving its 
Housing Element goals,” the district 
states in a letter accompanying the 
plan. 

EBRPD states that its plan is 
“consistent with the vision to ex-
pand Crown Beach presented in the 
voter-approved Measure WW.”

See strongly worded opinions 
regarding this and other development 
projects on page 8. 

Deanna Der
For the past 19 years Alameda 

has wholeheartedly supported the 
Relay for Life fundraiser. Gordy 
Klatt, M.D., started Relay for Life 
in 1985 in Tacoma, Wash., when he 
walked around a track for 24 hours 
to raise money to support the fight 
against cancer. Relay for Life has 
blossomed into the primary fund-
raiser for the American Cancer So-
ciety. Relays throughout the world. 
have added some $4 billion to the 
society’s coffers.

Alameda was one of the first cit-
ies in the Bay Area to sponsor the 
relay, which has grown into a major 
event for the city. 

Relay for Life lasts overnight 
and features food, games and activ-
ities. A special luminaria ceremony 
is held to honor those who have 
fought or are still fighting cancer. 
Luminarias are white bags illumi-
nated after dark. Each luminaria is 
personalized with a name, photo, 
message or drawing in memory or 
in honor of a friend or loved one 
who has been affected by cancer. 
A luminaria can also be dedicated 
in support of a Relay for Life par-
ticipant. 

Marie Long, a native Alamedan 
and three-time cervical cancer 
survivor, discovered Relay For Life 
when her mother was helping out 
several years ago. Long has active-
ly participated in the relay every 
year since. 

Her journey to get here was not 
easy. After undergoing radiation, 
chemotherapy, removal of her cer-
vix and the loss of her fourth child, 

Long went through 
a deep depres-
sion in which she 
suffered suicidal 
thoughts. 

The help of 
family and a very 
supportive hus-
band gave Long the 
strength to push 
through that dark time in her life. 
To someone with cancer, Long says, 
every little bit of encouragement is 
helpful because “there is no wrong 
way to help someone with cancer.” 

Since being diagnosed with 
cancer, Long has developed a new 
perspective. “Cancer is no longer a 
death sentence,” she said. 

“With improved medication, 
those stricken by cancer don’t have 
to lose hope,” she said.

Long is a living example of this 
belief. She takes every opportunity 
she can to get involved in her chil-
dren’s lives. 

“I wasn’t going to let the fear of 
cancer dictate how I live anymore,” 
she said. Like many others, Long 
joins Relay for Life to raise aware-
ness but participating also gives 
her the satisfaction to know that 
she is doing what she can to help 
those who are suffering from can-
cer. 

To aid Long in her efforts you 
can donate to her team, “The Mis-
fits,” or simply come to Relay For 
Life this Saturday, June 22, at Enci-
nal High School, 220 Central Ave. 

Deanna Der is an Alameda Sun 
intern who attends Chinese Christian 
High School.

Courtesy photo

A Cancer Fight Back Cheer and Compete cheerleading 
contest was one of the highlights of last year’s Relay for 
Life at Encinal High School.

Join the Fight Against 
Cancer this Weekend

Court Will 
Not Hear 
AUSD 
H Appeal
Parcel tax payers 
may see refund

Relay for Life 2013 at Encinal High School Saturday

Walking for Charity
Alameda dogs and owners join forces to benefit shelter

News News 
in Briefin Brief

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Unified School 

District (AUSD) suffered another 
setback in its attempt to have the 
2008 Measure H parcel tax, and por-
tions of funds AUSD acquired from 
it, upheld. 

In a 3-0 vote, the California Su-
preme Court decided not to review 
the case, George J. Borikas vs. 
AUSD Wednesday, June 12, making 
it more likely the school district 
will be forced to give refunds to 
large property owners. 

“We are disappointed the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court declined to 
review this case,” said AUSD Super-
intendent Kirsten Vital.

Borikas sued AUSD because he, 
along with other large parcel own-
ers, believes Measure H exceeds 
AUSD’s taxing authority. The Cali-
fornia Supreme Court’s decision not 
to take on the case is the third set-
back AUSD has endured in its quest 
to not have to pay back money it 
received. 

On Dec. 6, 2012, the First District 
Court of Appeals ruled in favor of 
Borikas and declared Measure H’s 
property classifications were not 
valid under California Government 
Code section 50079. The section 
states “school districts may impose 
qualified special taxes that apply 
uniformly to all taxpayers.” A three-
judge panel upheld the ruling in a 
First Appellate District courtroom 
on March 6. 

On Dec. 12, 2012, less than a 
week after the court of appeals de-
cision, the school district trustees 
voted 4-1 during a special session 
to challenge the ruling to the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court. 

AUSD went on to file the motion 
on April 15.

Measure H, which was placed 
on the 2008 ballot by AUSD and 
passed by two-thirds of Alameda 
voters, taxed residential property 
and commercial property — less 
than 2,000 square feet — owners 
$120 annually. But the controver-
sial portion of the measure taxed 
property owners of parcels more 
than 2,000 square feet 15 cents 
a square foot, capped at $9,500

Deaths at Local Nursing 
Facility Lead to Fines

Dennis Evanosky
An Alameda skilled nursing fa-

cility is among three that recently 
received Class AA citations — the 
strictest under state law — from 
the California Department of Pub-
lic Health (CDPH). The department 
stated in a press release that it had 
cited the facilities for causing the 
deaths of residents under their 
care.

The department fined O’Connor 

Hospital in San Jose $65,000. It 
levied a fine of $60,000 on St. John 
Kronstadt Convalescent Center 
in Castro Valley. CDPH issued the 
harshest penalty — $75,000 — to 
the former Kindred Transitional 
Care and Rehabilitation — Bay 
View, 516 Willow St. 

A phone call to the facility re-
vealed that Kindred has not oper-
ated the Alameda facility since 
March. The sign on Otis Drive and 

Willow Street still carries the Kin-
dred name, however. 

The Department of Health and 
Human Services (HSS) report on the 
CDPH findings stated that in 2010 
the staff at Kindred’s Alameda facil-
ity failed to provide services to en-
sure an unnamed 74-year-old male 
patient’s “highest practical physi-
cal condition.” Kindred’s failure to 
provide these services resulted in 
the patient bleeding to death, CDPH 
concluded. 

The department’s findings show 
that the patient’s care plan called 
for a nurse to monitor and check a 
passageway between an artery and 
a vein — called an arteriovenous fis-
tula (AVF). A surgeon had connected 
a large artery to a large vein in the 
patient’s upper arm, CDPH’s report 
to HHS stated. In an interview with 
CDPH investigators, a captain with 
the first responders stated that pa-
tient had a shunt.

The care plan contained no 
instructions to intervene if the 
patient was bleeding, the findings 
show. The nurse did not record in-
formation “as to any attempt to stop 
bleeding.”

Kindred’s staff development co-
ordinator, who was responsible for 
staff training, told CDPH that the 
facility provided training but the 
nurse in question “was always too 
busy to attend.” 

In a December 2010 interview 
the nurse testified that she didn’t 
know where the patient’s blood 
was coming from. She was unable 
to identify the signs or symptoms 
of hemorrhaging for the investiga-
tors. “I don’t know … I am blank,” 
she told them.

She also admitted to fabricating 
the patient’s vital signs during an 
early morning check. She also said 
that she did not give the patient a 
breathing treatment although she 
recorded that she had. 

During a Dec. 10, 2010, interview, 
Andrew Reese, the interim execu-
tive director at Kindred Alameda 
at the time of the death, told CDPH 
that his facility had policy and pro-
cedures enforced that indicated 
that firm pressure was to be applied 
and continued until the bleeding 
stopped. 

A staff member called 911 to 
“transfer (the patient) to a hospital 
emergency department.” A para-
medic told CDPH that the first re-
sponders found “blood on the bed 
and on (the patient’s) bandages.” 
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Photo and Story 
by Dennis Evanosky

Some 100 happy dogs and 
their owners wiggled, waggled 
and walked their way along the 
shore of San Francisco Bay last 
Saturday as they took part in the 
Friends of Alameda Animal Shel-
ter (FAAS)’s second annual Wiggle 

Waggle Walk fundraiser. People 
and their pets began their one-
mile fun walk at the Harbor Bay 
Ferry landing. 

FAAS hosted the event with 
activities that included a doggy 
fashion show and contests. The 
day also featured vendors who 
catered to the local canine trade. 

The walk along the bay high-
lighted the day, which raised 
some $15,000 to support Alame-
da’s animal shelter. 

Walkers collected pledges for 
cash donations to FAAS. Partici-
pants who collected $50 or more 
in pledges received a goodie bag 
stuffed full of treats for their dogs.

Courtesy photo

Long
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