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Irene Dieter
On April 17, the federal govern-

ment began court proceedings in 
U.S. District Court to seize McKay 
Avenue through eminent domain. 
The California Department of Parks 
and Recreation owns the street, 
which leads to the Crab Cove 
Visitor Center. 

The public purpose of the tak-
ing, according to the Department 
of Justice (DOJ), acting on behalf 
of the federal General Services 
Administration (GSA), is for the 
continuing operation of the fed-
eral building complex located on 
McKay Avenue and to facilitate the 
sale of federal surplus property at 
the end of the street to a private 
housing developer by providing 
utility easements.

This move is opposed by 11 
Bay Area, state, and national envi-
ronmental organizations, as well as 
by State Attorney General Kamala. 
The organizations have submitted 
a letter to U.S. Attorney General 
Eric Holder asking him to intervene 
to stop the DOJ 
from taking pub-
lic land for a pri-
vate developer’s 
benefit. (Read the 
letter on page 8.) 

The California 
League of 
C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Voters, California 
State Parks 
Foundation, Clean Water Action, 
Citizens for East Shore Parks, 
Golden Gate Audubon Society, 
Friends of the Alameda Wildlife 
Refuge, Citizens for a Better 
Environment, National Parks 
Conservation Association, Save Mt. 
Diablo, Save the Bay and the San 
Francisco Bay Chapter of Sierra 
Club have all signed the letter.

“Many of our organizations have 
together fought and defeated pro-
posals to develop, encroach upon, 
or misuse state park property in 
California, based on the strong 
belief that designation of parkland, 
once granted, reflects the best and 
highest use of those lands and 
should be upheld in perpetuity,” 
states the letter.

In a Nov. 7, 2013 letter to the 
United States Department of Justice 
(DOJ), California Attorney General 

Kamala Harris rebutted the federal 
government’s claim that seizing the 
street is needed for the operation 
of the federal complex.

 “[T]he California Department of 
Parks & Recreation cannot identify 
any problem with the federal gov-
ernment’s continued use of McKay 
Avenue,” Harris stated in her letter. 
“If the federal government desires 
improvements or upgrades to the 
roadway and sidewalk to address 
any access or security issues for 
the Alameda Federal Center, then 
we are willing to enter into imme-
diate discussions about them, in 
concert with the East Bay Regional 
Park District.” Harris told the DOJ 
that she failed to see how the GSA 
will ever convince a federal court 
that a street and sidewalk already 
devoted to a public use still neces-
sitates federal condemnation.

McKay Avenue currently pro-
vides access and utilities to the 
federally owned 3.89-acre parcel 

that the devel-
oper, Tim Lewis 
C o m m u n i t i e s 
(TLC), is eyeing. 
The GSA accept-
ed a bid to sell 
the property to 
TLC for $3.075 
million, a price 
more than double 

the parcel’s appraised value at the 
time of the auction. The sale has 
not yet been completed. 

In 2008, voters of Alameda and 
Contra Costa Counties passed 
Measure WW, authorizing the East 
Bay Regional Park District to pur-
chase the federally owned parcel 
to expand Crown Memorial State 
Beach. However, the district was 
prohibited by its fiduciary laws 
from offering more than the 
appraised value of the property.

According to the court filing, 
the reasonable compensation for 
the taking of McKay Avenue is 
$10. The DOJ office leading the 
eminent domain effort to seize 
this California Department of 
Parks and Recreation street is the 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Division. The State of California has 

Feds Going to Court 
Over McKay Avenue
Environmental groups, state, activists 
oppose move to convey public land

Isle Say

According to the 
court filing, the 
reasonable com-
pensation for the 
taking of McKay 
Avenue is $10.

McKAY: Page 9

Michele Ellson
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The nonprofit board that over-
sees Nea Community Learning 
Center recently voted to fire the 
school’s top administrator and the 
nonprofit’s chief operating officer. 
The decision came after an emo-
tional meeting at which students, 
parents and the school’s teachers 
defended the pair and called for 
their reinstatement.

The board voted to fire Nea’s 
lead facilitator, Maafi Gueye, and 
Lina Miura, the chief operating 
officer for Community Learning 
Centers, Inc., without cause; sev-
eral board members were absent. 
Hiring and firing decisions are typi-
cally not aired in public, and rea-
sons for the board’s decision to fire 
the pair were not given.

Nea’s assistant lead facilitator, 
Annalisa Moore, will run the school 
on an interim basis while a new 
lead facilitator is sought, Community 
Learning Centers, Inc.’s executive 
director, Patti Wilczek, said Saturday. 
Wilczek said the process for seeking 
a new lead facilitator for the school 
will begin in May, and that discus-
sions about an assistant lead facilita-
tor will start “in the next week or so.”

Community Learning Centers, 
Inc.’s governing board announced 
the firings in a statement to parents 
Friday in which they voiced a com-
mitment to keep Nea and its sister 
school, the Alameda Community 
Learning Center, separate next 
year.

“We regret that these actions 
are upsetting to numerous mem-
bers of the Nea community. These 
difficult decisions were not taken 
lightly and were made by the Board 
in accordance with its leadership 
and oversight responsibilities,” the 
statement, signed by board presi-
dent Joan Uhler, said.

Parents, students and teachers 
who attended Thursday’s board 
meeting took turns chastising 
board members for their decision 
to place Gueye, who they called 
the “heart” of the public char-
ter school, on leave on April 18 
and for the way her removal was 
handled. Speakers also criticized 
board members for what they said 
was a lack of a plan moving for-
ward after ousting the pair. And 
they questioned the nonprofit 
leadership’s commitment to the 
school.

“When we look at the current 

Nea, we see chaos,” said Evette 
Castillo Clark, who said she planned 
to send her son to kindergarten at 
Nea in the fall but would reconsider 
if Gueye was not reinstated.

Some of the nearly two dozen 
speakers who voiced support for 
the pair questioned the board’s 
commitment to Nea and said they 
want changes in how board mem-
bers are selected and in how the 
board is run.

“This is such a major thing — 
why don’t we have all the board 
members here?” asked a Nea teach-
er, who said the school lacked for-
malized leadership a week after 
its top administrator was placed 
on leave.

A tearful Vivi McKee presented 
the board with a petition signed by 
87 percent of the students in Nea’s 
upper village — its middle and high 
school — seeking Gueye’s rein-
statement. McKee said that even 
students who didn’t like Gueye 
signed the petition because they 
didn’t like the way her ouster was 
handled.

“It wasn’t just my friends who 
signed it. It was the whole school,” 
McKee said.

Charter School Clerks 
Fired Despite Protest
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Former Del Monte Warehouse 
Redevelopment Plans Revealed

St. Mary’s 
Student Leads 
Commuters

News in Brief

Celebrating the Earth
Sun Staff Reports

Residents were treated to a variety of entertain-
ment as part of the city of Alameda’s Earth Day 
Festival in Washington Park last weekend. At 

right, a youngster pedals his way to a sustainably 
produced smoothie, while other children enjoyed 
bean-bag tosses, other games, giveaways and prizes. 
Below, the Committee for a Sustainable Alameda, 
asked this question of people at the event: What 
are you doing to make every day Earth Day? Staff 
members of the Alameda Recreation and Parks 
Department organize the annual event. 
Photos Courtesy Alameda Recreation and Parks Department

Sun Staff Reports
The first two rounds are in the 

books at the 87th Annual Alameda 
Commuter’s golf tournament and the 
big story of the weekend was Alameda 
High School senior David Na. 

Na, a standout on the Hornets 
men’s golf team, was one of the young-
est participants in the prestigious 
tournament, which featured 220 of 
the best amateur golfers in Northern 
California. Na finished the first round 
of the tournament Saturday as the 
leader shooting a four-under 67 on 
the Fry North Course. 

Na took a step back when the 
competition moved over to the 
Clark Course in round two last 
Sunday. Na shot an admirable three-

Book sale at O’Club
Friends of the Alameda Free 

Library will hold its annual book 
sale from Friday, May 16, to Sunday 
May 18, at the Albert H. DeWitt 
Officers Club at Alameda Point, 641 
Redline Ave. This is a change from 
the original date of May 2 to May 4. 

An early bird preview sale will 
be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m. on 
Friday, May 16; admission is $5, 
admission for Friends of the Library 
members is free. Admission is free 
to all both Saturday, May 17, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, May 18, 
from noon to 4 p.m.

Buyers can choose from 
between 8,000 and 10,000 donat-
ed books, a mix of hardbacks and 
paperbacks, sorted into subject and 
genre. These books are regularly 
priced between 50 cents and $2. 
They will cost $3 for a bag or $5 for 
an entire box during the sale. 

Help name streets
Alameda Landing developer 

Catellus presented the Planning 
Board with a list of proposed 
street names for the Landing on 
Monday The names reflect the 
city’s naval heritage and include 
the historical aircraft carriers 
Langley, Constellation, Bennington 
and Yorktown. 

Board member John Knox White 
thinks the names should recall 
Alamedans, and not aircraft carri-
ers. He also pointed out that none 
of the carriers named had any con-
nection to the former Naval Air 
Station at the Point.  

His suggestions include 
Scott Carnevale, Alameda Fire 
Department captain, who died of 
esophageal cancer brought on by 
his job; Barbara Manning, the first 
African American administrator in 
the Alameda Unified School District; 
Don Grant, Encinal High School 
teacher and track coach; and Carter 

Ekene Ikeme
Members of the Planning Board 

and the Alameda community were 
able to review details of the Master 
Plan for the rehabilitation, reuse, 
and redevelopment of the former 
Del Monte Warehouse 1501 Buena 
Vista Ave. at the Planning Board 
meeting last Monday, April 28. 

The Master Plan laid out in detail 
the project’s configurations regard-
ing the number of housing units, 
parking arrangements and possi-
ble commercial property locations 
at the site. The 11.5-acre site will 
include at least 309, but up to 414 
housing units and as much as 25,000 
square feet of commercial space.

One of the major concerns 
with the project is available park-
ing. The plan will have 309 park-

ing spots within the Del Monte 
Warehouse to be shared by res-
idents, 134 additional spots on 
grade or outside the garage to be 
shared by residents and visitors 
and 60 existing parking spaces 
along Clement and Buena Vista 
avenues to be shared by residents 
and the public. 

With 503 available parking 
spaces and possibly 414 housing 
units, combined with the patrons 
visiting the proposed commercial 
properties, parking could overflow 
into residential neighborhoods 
near the site.

“The people living in the imme-
diate neighborhood were very con-
cerned about this project, and that 
its parking shortage would result 
in a great increase in street park-

ing,” said Alameda resident Kevin 
Barrett. “There will also be some 
25,000 square feet for retail use. 
There was no discussion about 
where the patrons of these retail 
shops would park.” 

Parking can also be an issue 
for renters and homeowners. 
Residents will be able to pur-
chase parking spots, but if there 
are fewer parking spaces available 
than housing units, a hierarchy will 
determine who gets the remaining 
parking spaces.

“In cases where there are fewer 
parking spaces than units, the 
parking spaces shall be offered to 
the potential buyers or renters of 
the largest units first,” stated the 
Master Plan.
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Gilmore, civil rights pioneer who 
led a sit-in at Franklin Park. Knox 
White is open to other suggestions. 
Visit his website at www.johnknox-
white.com/2014/04/17/alamedas-
streets. 

AMP restoring streetlights
Alameda Municipal Power 

(AMP) announced that it will begin 
restoring the city’s 684 historic 
streetlights. AMP plans to refurbish 
as many as 60 streetlights each 
week until the project is completed 
this summer. 

Streets affected include Santa 
Clara, Lincoln, Buena Vista, Central 
and Encinal avenues, as well as 
Broadway and High Street. Also 
included are Marina, Windsor, 
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Michael Schiess

A representative of Tim Lewis Communities addresses the substantial crowd at a 
specially held tour of the Del Monte Warehouse for members of the Planning and 
Historical Advisory boards as well as the public last Wednesday, April 23. 
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