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IT’S COIN WEEK!

Richard Bangert
The 9.7-acre nesting area for 

the endangered California least 
terns at Alameda Point recently 
received a new layer of sand. On 
Sunday, April 13, a dozen volun-
teers showed up for the last work 
party prior to the nesting season. 
Sixty dump-truck loads of sand 
were delivered to the site on the 
former Alameda Naval Air Station’s 
runways in March. U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) paid for 
the project.

Once workers moved the sand 
into place, USFWS joined volun-
teers to set up a numbered cinder-
block grid system for recording 
least tern behavior. They also dis-
tributed chick shelters and oyster 
shells for the chicks to use as 
protection from the elements and 
predators. The shells make it more 
difficult for avian predators like 
red-tailed hawks and peregrine fal-
cons to spot the chicks

The task of the day was dis-
tributing oyster shells around the 
site. The shells provide a nomi-
nal amount of sun protection for 
chicks and, in theory, help the 
chicks hide.

From now until the end of the 
nesting season in mid-August, vol-

Volunteers Refurbish 
Least Tern Nest Area

The nesting site 
was chosen by the 
terns, not by the 
Navy or U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service.

Coast Guard 
Changes 
Commander

Sun Staff Reports
On Tuesday Vice Adm. Charles 

W. Ray relieved Vice Adm. Paul 
F. Zukunft as Commander, Coast 
Guard Pacific Area and Coast Guard 
Defense Forces West, in a change-
of-command ceremony at Coast 
Guard Island. Ray was promoted to 
vice admiral prior to the ceremony. 
Zukunft has served as the Pacific 
Area Commander since April 2012, 
and is awaiting Senate confirma-
tion to serve as the Coast Guard 
Commandant in Washington, D.C.

“It has been a pleasure serving 
as the Coast Guard’s Pacific Area 
commander for the past two years, 
and I look forward to the opportu-
nity to continue my service as the 
Coast Guard’s 25th Commandant,” 
said Zukunft.

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

A few dozen parents, preserva-
tionists and school staffers turned 
out Monday to offer their thoughts 
on proposed upgrades that could 
once again put students into 
Historic Alameda High School and 
replace dozens of portable class-
rooms, improve drop-off areas and 
boost security at schools across 
the Island.

The unveiling of proposed site 
plans detailing potential upgrades 
for Alameda’s schools — the prod-
uct of dozens of meetings at indi-
vidual school sites — was the latest 
step in a more than two-year pro-
cess to address existing and future 
facilities’ needs. The school board 
is expected to approve a facilities 
plan in May and to prioritize the 
upgrades and fixes it includes; a 
bond proposal could be OK’d in 
June for the November ballot.

A 2012 assessment of the dis-
trict’s existing facilities identified 
$92 million in needed fixes, though 
upgrades called for in a master 
plan. These could include bigger 
and more flexible classroom spac-
es at all the district’s schools and 
school-specific upgrades like a the-
ater at Encinal High School and 
a gym at Lincoln Middle School 
and will likely add to that cost. 
Architect Mark Quattrochi, whose 
firm has been managing the plan-
ning process, said Monday that cost 
estimates for all the fixes are in the 
works.

What the (school) board has to 
grapple with is, what do we want to 
do with our first funding opportuni-
ty,” Quattrochi said.

Quattrochi and his team offered 
two separate visions for Alameda 
High School, both of which would 
put more students in upgraded 
classrooms on the original campus. 
One option would create a cluster 
of science classrooms in the origi-
nal campus space, leaving some of 
the other space for the district or 
other groups, while another would 
put additional classrooms and stu-
dents on the historic campus.

Both visions include upgrades 
to Kofman Auditorium and a safer, 
more unified outdoor space for stu-
dents that would include outdoor 
eating areas and a new student 
union.

“Think of it as Starbucks,” 
Quattrochi said.

The architects also offered 
potential upgrades for Thompson 
Field, to a full-sized stadium.

Encinal High School could see 
its undersized classrooms brought 
up to modern standards, and stu-
dents there could also get a long-
sought theater of their own. Encinal 
student performers now stage their 
shows in the gym.

Lincoln Middle School could be 
in line for a new gymnasium, while 
a draft plan for Amelia Earhart 
Elementary shows a soccer field 
and a track.

Common fixes proposed across 
many school sites included securi-
ty upgrades like fencing and more 
accessible school offices, improved 
drop-off zones and school parking, 
flexible classroom spaces and infra-
structure that better supports tech-
nology. The plans also put perma-
nent classroom buildings in place 
of aging portables.

The proposed upgrades were 
spread across three categories —
critical needs, upgrades that would 
support new educational needs and 
items that are desired but not need-
ed immediately. The school board 
will be tasked with deciding which 
needs from those categories should 
be placed before voters first.

Two potentially hot-button top-
ics not addressed by the site plans: 
Where to put the district office 
when the lease on its current space 
runs out, and whether to consoli-
date Alameda’s two high schools. 
Quattrochi said a new high school 
to house 3,000 students could cost 
$180 million.

“It’s going to take a lot of 
improvement costs (for existing 
high schools) before it pencils out,” 
he said.

Participants at the sparse-
ly attended meeting in Alameda 
High School’s cafeteria questioned 
the plans’ focus on security and 
car access. They lobbied for more 
garden acreage, theater space for 
youth groups and safer bicycle and 
pedestrian access to schools.

“Parking doesn’t improve our 
educational experience,” one speak-
er said. “Please prioritize what will 

touch the children. It’s what will sell 
to the community.”

Betsy Mathieson asked schools 
leaders not to replace green space 
with parking or student drop-
off zones. “We definitely need to 
encourage our kids to walk to school 
or bike to school,” Mathieson said.

Other participants at Monday’s 
meeting said they don’t want to 
see schools turned into “prisons” 
surrounded by tall fences.

Lori Garrett said the site plans 
should make more space for gar-
dens on campus. Garrett said the 
program she runs at Bay Farm 
School is no longer allowed to use 
the school’s small kitchen and has 
to run a cord inside for electricity; 
she ferries dishes used to prepare 
and serve the food grown in the 
garden to her home to wash them.

Page Barnes said the youth 
theater group whose board she 
serves on, Alameda Children’s 
Musical Theater, had to cancel a 
pair of shows because the group 
couldn’t find a stage to perform 
on. Amy Marie Haven of Tomorrow 
Youthrep, a second youth theater 
program seeking space, echoed 
Barnes’ concerns.

“I know a lot of these schools,” 
Haven said. “I hear, you can’t do 
this after school program. We don’t 
have the space for you.”

Anyone interested in offering 
their thoughts on the proposed site 
plans can attend a second public 
meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. this evening at Encinal High 
School. A third meeting where the 
feedback from the earlier meet-
ings will be discussed is sched-
uled for April 30 at Donald D. Lum 
Elementary School.

Additional information on the 
planning effort, including the site 
plans, is available on the school 
district’s website.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun. 

Architects Unveil Vision 
for School Facilities

“We definitely 
need to encourage 
our kids to walk 
to school or bike 
to school.”

— Besty Mathieson

unteers will participate in anoth-
er program called “Tern Watch.” 
Participants monitor behavior and 
watch for predators from their 
vehicles outside the nesting area.

Throughout the nesting season 
a USFWS biologist will take period-
ic walks through the site and place 
numbered plaster markers next to 
nests so that the Wildlife Service 
can accurately record the number 
of eggs and success rates. If there 
are three eggs in a nest one week, 
for example, and one egg the next 
week with no chicks, it’s an indica-
tion that predators have grabbed 
the eggs.

Each year following the end 
of the nesting season in August, 
volunteers gather up the oyster 
shells, the wooden A-frames, drain 
tiles, grid marker and the hun-
dreds of numbered markers used 
to identify nests. Clearing the site 
makes it easier to remove weeds 
and grade the sand, which rain can 
easily erode.

The volunteer program during 
the non-nesting season is orga-
nized by the Golden Gate Audubon 
Society’s Friends of the Alameda 
Wildlife Reserve committee, in con-
junction with the USFWS biologist 
in charge of the Alameda Point tern 
colony.

The effort to protect the least 
terns was begun by the Navy when 
nesting activities were first noticed 
in the 1980s. The likely reason for the 
terns choosing such an unlikely place 
to nest was the absence of people 
who might trample on the nests. 

The nesting site was chosen 
by the terns, not by the Navy or 
USFWS, and has been expanded 
to its current size as the colony 

expanded. The sandy substrate 
that approximates the traditional 
beach nesting habitat for least 
terns is on top of old airfield pave-
ment. Due to erosion caused by 
wind and rain, the sand has to be 
periodically replaced, as it was in 
2009 and 2011.

Training sessions for this year’s 
Tern Watch Program will be held at 
the USFWS office at Alameda Point 
this Saturday, April 26; Wednesday, 
April 30; Wednesday, May 28; and 
Saturday, May 31. 

Volunteers do not have to be 
bird experts, just be very inter-
ested in observing and reporting 
about the least terns. Participants 
are required to attend one train-
ing session and commit to signing 
up for a minimum of three of the 
three-hour shifts. Also required are 
binoculars, cell phones and per-
sonal vehicles. 

Reservations for the training 
sessions can be made by calling 
Susan Euing at 521-9717 or by 
emailing susan_euing@yahoo.com. 
Directions and registration materi-
als will be sent by email.

The annual “Return of the Terns” 
bus tour to the nesting area will be 
held on Saturday, June 14. The tour 
departs from the Crab Cove Visitor 
Center. Registration is required 
through the East Bay Regional Park 
District’s website or at the visitor 
center.

Read more Alameda Point news 
at Richard Bangert’s blog http://
alamedapointenvironmentalreport.
wordpress.com.

Rate Hike Approved

Richard Bangert

A container ship and the cranes across the Oakland Estuary provide a backdrop for 
the volunteers cleaning the least tern refuge at Alameda Point. Training sessions for 
new volunteers are on the calendar. 

Sun Staff Reports
At its Monday meeting the 

Public Utilities Board unanimously 
approved the fifth year of Alameda 
Municipal Power’s (AMP) five-year 
rate increase. Bills will reflect the 
jump in rates beginning July 1. 
Nearly all residential customers will 

87th Commuters Kicks 
Off This Weekend

File photo

Pace Johnson, the winner of last year’s Commuters 
concentrates on his swing. He will not return to play 
this year.

City’s longest- 
running, most 
famous golf 
tourney slated

Sun Staff Reports
After a long year, the Chuck 

Corica Golf Complex will once 
again play host to one of the 
premier amateur golfing events 
in the country.

The 87th Annual Commuters 
Golf Tournament will kick off this 
Saturday, April 26. The tourna-
ment will take place over two 
weekends with the first two 
rounds played on April 26 and 
27 and the last two rounds on 
May 3 and 4. The “Commuters” 
as it is fondly called has been 
played every April on the Bay 
Farm links since its inception in 
1928. This year’s event is due 
to host a whopping 208 of the 
best amateur golfers in Northern 
California. 

All the pairings have been 
made and can be viewed in the 
golf shop and online at alameda 
commuters.org. Included in 
the field this year: five-time 
Commuters Champion Rick 
Reinsberg, Santa Clara University 
sophomore and Alameda Jr. Golf 

see a $2.25 increase on their month-
ly billls. 

The increase resulted from an 
assessment in 2010 that showed 
that AMP needed more revenue to 
meet higher power transmission 
costs and to replace a power con-
tract that expires this year. 

Sun Staff Reports 
Alameda Citizens Task Force 

(ACT) will hold its quarterly meet-
ing next Wednesday, April 30, at 
7 p.m. in Conference Room A at 
Alameda Hospital, 2070 Clinton Ave.

The meeting will feature a 
panel presentation and audience 
discussion “Responsible School 
Board Governance.” In November 
voters will elect two members of 
the school board and possibly vote 
on a bond measure for the school 
district. The meeting will discuss 
issues surrounding these decisions. 

Task Force Meets
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