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Egrets Returning to Bay Farm
Dennis Evanosky

Bay Farm residents have come 
to know and love two species of 
heron that also call their neighbor-
hood home. Both the great and 
snowy egret nest on Bay Farm Is-
land near the lagoons that provide 
the birds with the small fish they 
need to survive. As the larger of the 
two species, the great egret Ardea 
alba stands nearly three feet tall 
and generally weighs about two 
pounds. Its cousin, the smaller 
snowy egret, Egretta thula, weighs 
about half as much. 

Observers can easily distinguish 
the great from the snowy egret. The 
snowy egret sports a handsome 
plume on the back of its head and 
has yellow feet. The bird’s larger 
relative has no plume and its black 
feet match its legs. Both these spe-
cies are “partially migratory,” so 
only a certain percentage of the bird 
migrate seasonally and it not unusu-
al to see (and hear) both great and 
snowy egrets here on the Island City. 

The birds live together in colo-
nies called rookeries. The great 
egret chooses trees for its habitat, A great egret flies over the Bay Farm lagoons with some building material for its 

new nest.EGRETS: Page 3

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Health Care Dis-

trict (AHCD) board of directors 
met earlier this week to discuss 
how they would conduct the transi-
tion of power to Alameda County’s 
health provider Alameda Health 
System (AHS).

Alameda Hospital and AHS an-
nounced last June that the two 
sides agreed in principle to an af-
filiation that would place Alameda 
Hospital in the AHS network of hos-
pitals and wellness centers with 
AHS taking financial responsibility 
for and manage the day-to-day op-
erations at Alameda Hospital. 

“This affiliation will ensure that 
Alameda Hospital will remain an 
acute care hospital with an emer-
gency room now and into the fu-
ture,” wrote Deborah Stebbins, the 
hospital’s CEO in a press release 
last November. “We have worked 
diligently to create an affiliation 
that meets the needs of our pa-
tients and our community. We’re 
looking forward to making a transi-
tion that results in improved access 
and quality of care for residents in 
Alameda and our neighboring com-
munities.”

AHCD held its monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, April 8. The meeting 
took place after press time. Several 
topics were discussed but one that 
wasn’t discussed is the matter of 
what will happen to the revenues 
acquired by the city’s parcel tax 
that is used to fund the hospital. 

“The revenue can’t leave the 
city,” said Louise Nakada, commu-
nity relations’ director for Alameda 
Hospital. “In no way will this reve-
nue go to other Alameda Health Sys-
tem hospitals. It would be illegal.” 

Some residents feared that the 
parcel tax revenue would be in the 
control of AHS or worse, be used 
on other AHS hospitals. On the 
website, saveourcityalameda.org, 
a post describes their distain for 
AHS’ new role in the city’s hospital.  

“We’re at risk of an outside 
agency taking control of our local 
parcel tax money intended for op-
eration of Alameda Hospital,” the 
post stated. “We can’t be certain 
that the Alameda Health System 
Board of Trustees and Executives 
will always act in the best interest 
of Alameda residents, once they 
take our money.”

Nakada did say AHS will provide 
the AHCD board with a budget on 

how to distribute the parcel tax rev-
enue, but the revenue will be used 
for the operation of and long-term 
capital investments in Alameda 
Hospital. Voters approved the par-
cel tax in 2002, which amounted to 
$298 per parcel. The five-member 
AHCD board of directors will main-
tain their positions after the affilia-
tion and will oversee the allocation 
of the parcel tax revenues. 

The hospital would also retain 
ownership of its real estate on Wil-
low Avenue. Without that deed of 
trust, the hospital would be unable 
to collect the parcel tax.

One of the topics discussed at 
the meeting is how Alameda Hos-
pital will hand over governance 
and daily operations responsibili-
ties to AHS. 

“A lot of the details on how the 
transfer will be discussed at the 
meeting,” said Nakada. 

Even though AHS will run the 
day-to-day operations of Alam-
eda Hospital, the AHCD board of 
directors will have a presence on 
the AHS board once the affiliation 
is finalized. “As part of the de-
finitive agreement, the district will 
nominate one member for the AHS 
board and will also have represen-
tation on all major AHS board com-
mittees,” wrote AHS and Alameda 
Hospital in a joint press release in 
February. 

Nakada said the two sides still 
haven’t set a date when AHS would 
take control of Alameda Hospital. 
AHS operates Highland Hospital in 
Oakland, Fairmont Hospital in San 
Leandro, the John George Psychiat-
ric Hospital in San Lorenzo and San 
Leandro Hospital. Alameda Hospi-
tal announced they agreed to an af-
filiation with AHS last June and the 
AHCD board of directors agreed to 
the deal last November. 

Patients and employees will not 
be negatively impacted by the affili-
ation, according to the joint state-
ment by AHS and Alameda Hospital.

Hospital’s Transfer to 
County Group Underway

“In no way will 
this revenue go 
to other Alameda 
Health System 
hospitals. It would 
be illegal.”

— Louise Nakada
Alameda Hospital spokesperson

Tech Bus Protestors 
Target Island City

Suspects in Local 
Murders Arrested

Telecom Suit’s 
Victory in Sight

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

The city has scored what offi-
cials hope is a final legal victory in a 
trio of bondholder lawsuits that fol-
lowed the sale of Alameda Munici-
pal Power’s telecommunications 
business in 2008.

The suits accused the city of 
cheating the original architect of its 
cable and Internet system of pay-
ments that were due and fudging 
disclosure documents to make the 
planned telecom enterprise appear 
more profitable than it was expect-
ed to be. They could have cost the 
city a much as $25 million.

On April 1, U.S. District Court 
Judge Susan Illston offered a judg-
ment voiding Vectren Communica-
tions Services’ final claim against 
the city, though the judgment is 
subject to appeal.

In 2010, a jury voided most 
of the Indiana-based firm’s $10.3 
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City Fails to Net Rockefeller Grant

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Officers from the Sacramento, 
Alameda and Berkeley police de-
partments have arrested three sus-
pects in connection with the 2010 
murder of 35-year-old Eric Franklin 
in Alameda. One of the men ar-
rested is also wanted in connection 
with a second killing in unincorpo-
rated San Leandro.

Sacramento police arrested Le-
ondre Paige, 24, on March 15 at Ar-
den Fair Mall in Sacramento after he 
entered a rental car parked in the 
mall lot. The car had been report-
ed stolen. They later learned that 
Paige, who Alameda police believe 
shot Franklin, was also wanted by 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office 
in connection with another killing in 
San Leandro.

Alameda police arrested a second 
suspect, Daquan Travon Lane, 24, in 
Oakland on March 31, while Berkeley 
police picked up a third suspect, Mo-
nique Hardy-Gauthier, 26. Paige and 
Lane were arrested on murder charg-
es, while Hardy-Gauthier was charged 
with obstruction, resisting arrest and 
driving without a license.

Alameda Police Lt. Jill Ottaviano 
said police didn’t have a motive for 
the shooting.

Police said Franklin was shot in 

September 2010 after a conversation 
with an unidentified man near his 
apartment on the 700 block of Eagle 
Avenue. Police said at the time that 
Franklin had been shot in the back 
three times. After the shooting, the 
suspect got into a car with other 
people and drove down Eagle Avenue 
and onto Constitution Way. Franklin 
was transported to Highland Hospital 
in Oakland and later died.

The sheriff’s office issued a war-
rant for Paige in 2011 in connection 
with the San Leandro killing but be-
lieved he had fled the state, the city 
said in a press release. After Paige 
was arrested in that case, local po-
lice determined that there was an un-
specified connection with Franklin’s 
killing and issued additional war-
rants for Lane and Hardy-Gauthier.

All three were scheduled to en-
ter pleas due in court yesterday af-
ter the Alameda Sun went to press. 
Paige and Lane are in jail without 
bail, while Hardy-Gauthier’s bail 
was set at $15,000, county inmate 
records show.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

Dennis Evanosky
Most associate the Biblical 

character Job with suffering. “The 
Lord giveth and the Lord taketh 
away,” is a quote from the Book of 
Job familiar to most people. The 
city of Alameda recently suffered 
a loss of some $1 million when it 
learned that the Rockefeller Foun-
dation giveth and the Rockefeller 
Foundation taketh away. 

The April 1 announcement that 
the foundation had dropped Alam-
eda from its list of 33 resilient cities 
surprised some city-hall watchers 
and Alameda political pundits so 
much so that folks thought it was 

an April Fools’ Day joke. The foun-
dation approved this grant last De-
cember. But, as is the case with all 
33 cities that got this grant, Alame-
da needed to show that it deserved 
the money. The city had to appoint 
a resilience officer and present its 
ideas to the foundation. 

Reporter Rick Cohen covered 
Alameda’s loss in his lead story in 
the Non Profit Quarterly, a publica-
tion widely read and highly respect-
ed by professionals in the nonprofit 
sector. “Whatever (a resilient city) 
might be, in the Rockefeller Foun-
dation’s 100 Resilient Cities pro-
gram, it no longer includes Alam-

eda, California,” Cohen stated.
Cohen thinks that a disagree-

ment over the concept and power 
of Alameda’s chief resilient officer 
likely instigated the Rockefeller 
reversal. Last month the four Bay 
Area grant winners met at the Pre-
sidio in San Francisco. 

Cohen pointed out that The 
Guardian “published a piece about 
the activities of the four Bay Area 
winners of the Resilient Cities 
grants, including a two-day seminar 

News Analysis
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Dennis Evanosky
Commuters who used the High 

Street Bridge on April Fools’ Day 
found themselves tangled in a pro-
test that had little to do with the 
shenanigans some expect on that 
special day. Instead they were wit-

nessing a protest that involved a 
pair of buses taking employees 
to Silicon Valley giants Apple and 
Google. 

Protesters had targeted 
“Google buses” in Oakland and San 
Francisco before. The April Fools’ 

Dennis Evanosky

A “Google bus” picks up passengers at the AC Transit bus stop on Island Drive. 
Buses like these using Muni stops in San Francisco have outraged some in that city. 
The California Vehicle Code does not allow vehicles other than AC Transit buses to 
park or stop in its bus zones. 

Day escapade marked the first time 
they had visited Alameda, focusing 
their efforts on buses on the way 
to the Park & Ride on Island Drive 
next to the Grandview Pavilion.

The protesters knew that the 
“Apple bus” would cross the High 
Street Bridge at 7:30 a.m. and that 
the “Google bus” would arrive at 
7:45 a.m. The protesters split up: 
One group held up the Apple bus 
until the Google bus showed up and 
then corralled them both. Another 
group went to the Park & Ride and 
handed out fliers to people waiting 
for their rides to work. 

They blocked the buses until 
about 8:15 and let them go without 
breaking any windows or doing any-
thing else untoward. 

About 9:30 a.m., protesters 
blocked a Google bus at 24th and 
Valencia streets in San Francisco. 
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